ENG 240: American Literature: Beginnings to 1860

Department of English
Ball State University
Fall 2025
3 Credit Hours

SECTION: 01
Whitinger Business Building 142
T/R 9:30 AM to 10:45 AM

Instructor: Rod Taylor, Ph.D. Office: 388 Robert Bell

Email: rodney.taylor@bsu.edu Office Hours: Monday/Wednesday 12:00

Phone: 765-285-8538 PM to 2:00 PM, and by appointment or
Zoom.

BSU Course Description: Survey of American literature from its beginning through the middle
nineteenth century, including selections from a broad range of major and minority traditions.
Prerequisite or parallel: ENG 230 or 206, or permission of department chairperson

Our Course Description:

ENG 240 moves somewhat chronologically through a series of texts (canonical and otherwise) in
various genres, such as short stories, novels, poetry, memoirs, drama, oratory, and social
commentary, from the precolonial era to the onset of the Civil War. We will broadly explore the
religion and morality of Puritan and colonial literature, the innovation of Revolutionary
literature, the individualism of transcendentalism, and the emergence of a uniquely American
literary tradition during the American Renaissance. In concurrence with nascent American
literary production and its movements, we will also consider the relationship between politics
and literary production, focusing on how early American writers portrayed and critiqued
freedom, justice, and equality in a country that both defended and betrayed these values.

Course Objectives
Upon completion of the course, students should be able to:

e Demonstrate understanding of the cultural and historical contexts of American literature
from the colonial era through the Civil War

e Develop strategies for interpreting and writing about literary texts from the period

e Compare literature from multiple genres

e Apply close reading methods to American literature before 1860 to investigate and
analyze how literary meaning is constructed.

e Effectively communicate ideas about the development of American literature through
oral, written, and creative assignments.


https://www.bsu.edu/academics/collegesanddepartments/english/connect-with-us/faculty-staff/faculty/taylorrodney
mailto:rodney.taylor@bsu.edu

Learn how to engage the ideas of peers and the instructor in thoughtful ways.

Required Materials: The Norton Anthology of American Literature: Beginnings to 1865 (Shorter
Tenth Edition).

BEGINNINGS
TO 1865

Assignments:

Attendance and Participation: 10%: ENG 240 is a discussion-based course. Therefore,
there is an expectation that everyone comes to class regularly and contributes via
meaningful engagement with class conversation.

Journal Entries: 20 %: At the start of each class, you will have 10-15 minutes to write a
journal entry by hand. | will provide a brief prompt related to the day's readings or
topics. These entries are designed to help you prepare for our discussions and get your
thoughts on the page before we begin. Your entries may be randomly collected for
review and assessed on a spot-checking basis.

The Game: 10%: Eight times throughout the semester, we will play a trivia-style quiz
game as a class. You will be placed in a team of 4-5. Questions will come directly from
the course content. Most importantly, these questions will serve as preparation for the
midterm and final exams.

3-R (Reception, Relevance, Reflection) Presentation/Close Reading Essay: 10%: You will
present to the class on an author and text we are studying. In your presentation, you will
share the text's reception during its publication, its relevance to literary study, and your
reflection on the text. In addition to the presentation, you will submit a separate 2-3
page essay that expands upon your presentation. This essay should be submitted on
Canvas by the start of class on the day of your presentation. The essay will allow you to
delve deeper into your research and provide a more comprehensive analysis of the text.
One-Pagers: 5% 3= 15%: You will write a 1-page analysis of a text we read in class. | will
provide the topics for each. You will complete THREE One-Pagers.

Bluebook Exams: 20%. There will be two exams in ENG 240: a midterm (10%) and a final
(10%). These exams will consist of a combination of multiple-choice, short-answer, true/
false, and essay questions.

Reflective Essay: 5%: You will write a brief essay (1.5-2 pages) reflecting on your
experience as a learner in ENG 240.



https://wwnorton.com/books/9780393886177
https://wwnorton.com/books/9780393886177

* Assignment sheets will be provided to offer clear guidelines and expectations. *

NOTE: All assignments must be submitted on Canvas the day the assignment is due—at the
11:59PM—unless otherwise specified. In order to receive full credit for each assignment, the
assignment must be received on the due date.

Grading Scale

95-100=A
94-90=A-
89-88=B+
87-83=B
82-80=B-
79-78=C+
77-73=C
72-70=C-
69-68=D+
67-63=D
62-60=D-
59-00=F

Course Policies

e Academic Integrity Policy: Every student has a role in maintaining the university's
academic reputation. You must refrain from engaging in plagiarism, cheating, or

falsifying your work.

(o)

If you are accused of engaging in any form of plagiarism, cheating, or falsifying
your work, it will be handled on a case-by-case basis.

Faculty members are required to report potential violations of the Student
Academic Ethics Policy to the Office of the Vice Provost of Academic Affairs.
When a student is uncertain as to whether the conduct would violate the policy,
it is their responsibility to seek clarification from the appropriate faculty member.
Here is a link to the Ball State Student Academic Ethics Policy

This course assumes that work submitted for a grade by students — all process
work, drafts, brainstorming artifacts, final works — will be generated by the
students themselves, working individually or in groups as directed by class
assignment instructions. This policy indicates the following constitute violations
of academic honesty: a student has another person/entity do the work of any
substantive portion of a graded assignment for them, which includes purchasing
work from a company, hiring a person or company to complete an assignment or
exam, and/or using generative Al tools (such as ChatGPT). (From the University of
Texas_Center for Teaching and Learning)

e Statement of Diversity and Civility: In order to learn, we must be open to the views of
people different from ourselves. In the time we share together over the semester, please


https://www.bsu.edu/-/media/www/departmentalcontent/vice-provost/files/student-services/academic-integrity/student-academic-ethics-policy-final.pdf?sc_lang=en&hash=C8C2E9C7B8E00B6F52C14E80B3D333A9C946FC56
https://ctl.utexas.edu/chatgpt-and-generative-ai-tools-sample-syllabus-policy-statements

honor the uniqueness of your fellow classmates and appreciate the opportunity we have
to learn from one another. Please respect each other’s opinions and refrain from
personal attacks or demeaning comments of any kind.

e Expectations of the Instructor: The instructor is expected to facilitate learning, answer
guestions appropriately, be fair and objective in grading, provide timely and useful
feedback on assignments, to maintain adequate office hours, and treat students as he
would like to be treated in their place.

e Attendance: To succeed in this course, attendance is paramount: you must be present. If
you miss more than THREE sessions, you will fail the course.

e | will only excuse absences with a doctor’s excuse.
e To check the current status of your attendance, please review the Attendance
module of Canvas or stop by my office during office hours.

e Mobile Devices: The use of mobile devices during class time and outside of class
activities is not appropriate.

e Punctuality: It is essential to come to class on time. Repeated tardiness (x2) will result in
being marked absent. You will be marked absent if you are more than ten minutes late.

e Late Work: Work will be deducted 1% for each day late.

e Bonus Work: There will be LIMITED chances to earn bonus points in the course.

e Cancellation: In the event of a class cancellation, | will inform the class via email at least
one hour before class time.

University Policies and Statements

University Statement

We are committed to ensuring that all members of the community are welcome, through
valuing the various experiences and worldviews represented at Ball State and among those we
serve. We promote a culture of respect and civil discourse. If you need course adaptations or
accommodations because of a disability, please contact the instructor of record as soon as
possible. Ball State's Disability Services office coordinates services for students with disabilities;
documentation of a disability needs to be on file in that office before any accommodations can
be provided. Disability Services can be contacted at 765-285-5293 or dsd@bsu.edu.

Freedom of Expression

In this course, we are committed to fostering a learning environment that values intellectual
diversity, encourages free expression, and promotes open inquiry. As members of the Ball State
Community, we treat each person in the Ball State community with civility, courtesy,
compassion, and dignity and respect and learn from differences in people, ideas, and opinions.
Please review Ball State University’s Statement on Freedom of Expression, the resources on Ball
State’s Freedom of Expression webpage, and Ball State’s Beneficence Pledge.

Disability Services Statement

If you need course adaptations or accommodations due to a disability, please contact me as
soon as possible. Ball State's Disability Services office coordinates services for students with


mailto:dsd@bsu.edu

disabilities. You'll need to have documentation on file with them before any accommodations
can be provided. You can contact them at 765-285-5293 or dsd@bsu.edu

The Writing Center

All writers improve with practice and feedback, so as a student in this course, you are
encouraged to use the Writing Center (in Robert Bell 295 during weekdays, Bracken Library First
Floor West in the evenings, or online during any of our regularly scheduled hours) to get
additional feedback on your writing. The Writing Center offers free planning, feedback, and
accountability sessions (in person and online) to all students composing essays, reports,
reflections, research projects, web content, lesson plans, slideshows, poster presentations,
resumes, and other digital or print texts. To schedule a free appointment to discuss your
writing, go to http://www.bsu.edu/writingcenter. Online and in-person appointments are
available; however, plan ahead because appointments book quickly!

Course Schedule

NOTE: The course schedule can be (and probably will be) changed at the instructor’s
discretion.

Date Topic Due Today

Tuesday, JIintroductions, Syllabus Review
August 19,
2025

Native American Oral Literature

(Norton 29-38, 42-44)

Here is a link to the readings for those who

have not purchased the book yet.

Thursday,
21, 2025

Christopher Columbus, “Letter of
Discovery” & from “Letter to Ferdinand and
Isabella Regarding the Fourth Voyage.”
(Norton 46-51)
Tuesday,
August 26,]Go Over 3-R Assignment
2025



mailto:dsd@bsu.edu
http://www.bsu.edu/writingcenter
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1fWAEDWOTW5yONU5PkzWKr7-kNfJd75mr/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1fWAEDWOTW5yONU5PkzWKr7-kNfJd75mr/view?usp=sharing

Thursday,
August 28,
2025

Tuesday,
September
2, 2025

Thursday,
September
4, 2025

John Smith, “The General History of
Virginia, New England, and the Summer
Isles” & from “A Description of New
England.” (Norton 62-75)

Puritans & Pilgrims, Salem Witch Trials

William Bradford from Of Plymouth
Plantation, Chs 1,9, 10 (Norton 79)

John Winthrop, “A Model of Christian
Charity.” (Norton 101-113)

Tuesday,
September
9, 2025

Thursday,
September
11, 2025
Tuesday,
September
16, 2025

Anne Bradstreet, Poems (Norton 121-135)

Mary Rowlandson, from A Narrative of the
Captivity and Restoration of Mrs. Mary
Rowlandson. (Norton 140-158)

Cotton Mather, The Wonders of the
Invisible World. (Norton 166-171)

Thursday,
September
18, 2025

Tuesday,
September
23,2025

Thursday,
September
25, 2025

Reason and Enlightenment Ideals

Jonathon Edwards, “Sinners in the Hand of
an Angry God.” (Norton 174-185)
Benjamin Franklin, “The Way to Wealth” &
from The Autobiography [Part i]. (Norton
188-195 and 201-248)

J. Hector St. John De Crevecour, Letters
from an American Farmer. (Norton
289-304)

Tuesday,
September
30, 2025

Thomas Paine, Common Sense. (Norton
306-313)




Thursday,
October 2,
2025

Tuesday,
October 7,
2025

Thomas Jefferson, The Autobiography of
Thomas Jefferson & from The Declaration
of Independence. (Norton 322-328)

The Federalist, No. 1, No. 10, &
Antifederalist Papers, Brutus No. 1 (Norton
330-338 & Online)

Thursday,
October 9,
2025

Tuesday,
October 14,
2025
Thursday,
October 16,
2025

Tuesday,
October 21,
2025

Phillis Wheatley, Poems (Norton 401-410)

Romanticism, American Renaissance, and
American Literary Nationalism

Washington Irving, “Rip Van Winkle.”
(Norton 465-477)

James Fenimore Cooper, The Last of the
Mohicans. (Norton 480-486)

Nathaniel Hawthorne, “Young Goodman
Brown” & “Rappacini's Daughter.” (Norton

617-626 & Online)

Transcendentalism

Thursday, | Ralph Waldo Emerson, “The American
October 23,|Scholar,” “Self-Reliance,” & “The Poet.”
2025|(Norton 532-577)
Tuesday, JHenry David Thoreau, Walden, “Economy”
October 28,|& “Where | Lived, and What | Lived For.”
2025](941-951)
The Gothic
Thursday,
October 30, |Edgar Allan Poe, “The Raven” & “The Fall of

2025

Tuesday,
November
4, 2025

the House of Usher.” (664-667 & 678-690)
Slavery

Proslavery Sentiment




Thursday,
November
6, 2025

Tuesday,
November
11, 2025

Thomas Jefferson, from Notes on the State
of Virginia & David Walker, from Appeal in
Four Articles. (Norton 767-774)

Harriet Beecher Stowe, from Uncle Tom's
Cabin; or, Life among the Lowly. (792-802 &
825-830)

Thursday,
November
13, 2025

Anti-Tom Literature

In-Class Project

Frederick Douglass, from Narrative of the

Tuesday, Life & from “What to the Slave is the Fourth
November |of July.” (Norton 1040-1044)
18, 2025
Thursday, JHarriet Jacobs, from Incidents in the Life of
November|a Slave Girl. (Chs. 5, 10, 21, 41)
20, 2025
Tuesday, |Catch Up Day
November
25, 2025
Thursday, Thanksgiving Break
November
27,2025
Tuesday,
December |Frances E.W. Harper, Poems (Norton

2,2025

Thursday,
December
4,2025

Friday,
December
12,2025

1216-1220)

Herman Melville, “Bartleby the Scrivener.”
(Norton 1132-1158) or Walt Whitman,
“Leaves of Grass.”

Final Exam

9:45AM - 11:45 AM




