Ball State University College of Fine Arts / School of Music / Music Theory

MUST 729 ~ Composition Lessons ~ Course Syllabus


(Graduate Level)

MUST 729 Composition Lessons, Spring 2026
Dr. Amelia Kaplan
Office: MU 105C 
   
office hours: 
F 9-10 and by appointment

office phone: (765) 285-2449
e-mail: askaplan@bsu.edu
      School of Music: 285-5400

Course Meeting Times:
arranged   weekly 1-hour individual lesson, MU 105C




Wed. 4:00–4:50   composition seminar, MU 103
Course Description: One-on-one composition lessons with a focus on individual creative productivity. Attendance at the composition seminar with the purpose of developing familiarity with compositional techniques and resources and with contemporary repertoire.
Course Objectives: Each student will compose one or more complete compositions or movements over the course of the semester, beginning from initial experimentation and/or improvisation and continuing through the stages of identifying viable musical ideas and extending or developing them. The finished composition will be clearly and neatly written in standard notation, either by hand or using a notation software program, and will exhibit a degree of craftsmanship and depth that is appropriate for your level of graduate study.
Rationale: This course is one in a series of required composition lessons, in which students who are aspiring composers will develop their craft by composing music.

DISABILITY: If you need course adaptations or accommodations because of a disability, please contact the instructor of record as soon as possible. Ball State's Disability Services Office coordinates services for students with disabilities; documentation of a disability needs to be on file in that office before any accommodations can be provided. Disability Services can be contacted at 765-285-5293 or dsd@bsu.edu. 
UNIVERSITY STATEMENT:  We are committed to ensuring that all members of the community are welcome, through valuing the various experiences and worldviews represented at Ball State and among those we serve. We promote a culture of respect and civil discourse. 
FREEDOM of EXPRESSION: In this course, we are committed to fostering a learning environment that values intellectual diversity, encourages free expression, and promotes open inquiry. As members of the Ball State Community, we treat each person in the Ball State community with civility, courtesy, compassion, and dignity and respect and learn from differences in people, ideas, and opinions. Please review Ball State University’s Statement on Freedom of Expression, the resources on Ball State’s Freedom of Expression webpage, and Ball State’s Beneficence Pledge. 
Attendance: Students are expected to attend all lessons and to arrive on time. I am willing to reschedule one lesson per semester, but I would prefer not to do it more often. Even if you have not written much music for the week, the lesson will still go on as scheduled—contact me at least 24 hours in advance so that I can bring other materials for us to look at in the lesson. 
Composition Seminar: You are required to attend the weekly seminar that meets on Wednesday afternoons at 4:00. Students who attend 6 or 7 will have a perfect score of 10/10. Five = 8.5, four = 7, three = 5.5, and two = 4. Any less = 0. A schedule is posted on the Composition Canvas Community Page. You will be asked to present at one of the seminars.
Concerts: Concerts: Students who attend nine or ten of these concerts will have a perfect score of 10. Seven or eight concerts = 9; six concerts = 8; five concerts = 7; four concerts = 5, three concerts = 4, and for two or fewer concerts attended, the student will receive 0 points out of 10.

 See Concert list for Spring 2026 on the Community Page
Evaluation: Grading is on a standard A B C D scale, with plus and minus grades awarded at the instructor’s discretion. The factors detailed above will contribute to the final grade as follows, although the exact percentages are subject to change:

50%
Quality and depth of the finished composition(s), as appropriate to the student’s level.

25%
Student’s attainment of weekly goals

10%
Student’s attendance at composition seminar

10%
Student’s attendance at composition area and new-music concerts 

  5%
Presentation at Composition Seminar

Weekly Goals: Each student will articulate weekly goals for the progress of their composition, and each week the instructor and the student together will evaluate whether or not those goals have been reached. It is expected that each student write an appropriate amount of new music each week—even if that new music is an experiment or a draft version that does not become part of the finished composition—or accomplish an appropriate amount of revision or final copying of the composition.

If you do not have enough material for us to fill up an hour lesson, you should listen (more than once) to one of the pieces from the listening list on Canvas and we will discuss it in the time remaining. Choose at least three moments in the piece (or pieces) that you find particularly interesting and try to figure out what the composer is doing - it can be any aspect of the piece. Please inform me ahead of time which piece you will want to discuss so that I can prepare. Works can be found on Naxos, the composers' websites, or youtube. 

