Spring 2026 Ball State University College of Fine Arts / School of Music
ROLE IN OPERA (BALL STATE OPERA THEATRE) – SYLLABUS
MUSC 357/MUSC 550
Course Description (from catalog): 
Ball State Opera Theatre students cast in roles perform operas that are relevant to their future as singers in a rehearsal environment that works as much like the professional world as possible. Students work alongside faculty who are currently active as singers, directors, conductors, and producers of professional opera in a rehearsal process modeled on professional life and have the opportunity to perform in two fully staged productions of traditional operatic repertoire per year as well as in the Opera Gala. A total of 24 credits may be earned, but no more than 3 in any one semester or term.
Student Learning Objectives:
At the completion of a semester of MUSC 357/550, students will be able to:
1. Demonstrate their ability to achieve grade level appropriate technical ability, expressive communication, and aesthetic command in the context of the operatic repertoire.
2. Demonstrate their ability to achieve grade level appropriate interpretation of the operatic repertoire.
3. Students will demonstrate competency in acting, movement, preparation, organization, collaboration, and stage deportment.
4. Students will improve their knowledge and competency in technical areas like set, costumes, lighting, promotion, front of house, or other similar roles in opera production.
Course Rationale:
This course will underscore requisite skills necessary in professional preparation of an operatic role. Approaches to professional norms of acting, movement, repertoire, expression, and technique will be emphasized.
Course Expectations:
As a student with a named role in an opera production, you will be expected to memorize and accurately perform your role at assigned rehearsals and performances. The instructors will assist you in this through coachings and rehearsals, but it is the student’s ultimate responsibility to do this preparation on their own in private practice. The purpose of private practice is to accurately learn the notes, rhythms, text, and musical directions in the music.  These privately practiced skills are then enhanced and improved in the context of the rehearsal process.  The rehearsal process is not the place to learn your music, it is the place to collaborate, enhance, and improve beyond what you can accomplish on your own.  The more students embrace this personal ownership of learning music the more the course will be able to accomplish.
Attendance Policy for Opera Rehearsals:
A student in opera that accepts a role is agreeing to the following conditions as to their attendance:
The Main Opera rehearses in MU 123: 
Monday from 6 – 9 PM
Tuesday from 4:30 – 6 PM
Wednesday from 6 – 8 PM
Thursday from 4:30 – 7 PM
No student will be awarded a major role in the opera unless they are available for a minimum of 8 hours per week of the rehearsal schedule. This includes the total of Tier One and Tier Two Absences.
There are two levels of excused absence for the opera:
· TIER ONE – Class conflict is always excused except for named rehearsals like Dress Rehearsals, for which students will receive a travel notice. “Class Conflict” does not include courses like applied lessons which have flexibility for timing. Your applied lesson can be scheduled when it doesn’t conflict with opera and will therefore not be excused. Similarly, Studio Recitals during opera class time are also not excused.
· TIER TWO – Approved by the Opera Director in Advance: Church Choir Rehearsal, Substantial Leadership of a Campus Organization, Other Work, etc. The Opera will make every effort to avoid these conflicts when possible, but if there is ever a conflict the student is expected to attend Opera Rehearsal in every instance. Typically, in the past Tier Two absences have only been conflicted occasionally in the last two weeks of preparation for the opera when larger rehearsals are needed (like run-throughs). If the leader of whatever activity you participate in has any questions about this, they will be sent a copy of this policy and your email address (i.e. You will be explaining the policy to them, not us). Activities that cause frequent conflicts with this policy will not be eligible for a Tier Two excused absence for the future (i.e. if the organization, church director, etc. excessively complains about the conflicts, opera students won’t be excused for their activity anymore).
A student missing any Dress Rehearsal or Performance will automatically fail the course.
· Dress rehearsals and performances are published far in advance and are in the syllabus. “I have to work” is not an excuse, nor is “I have a campus social activity that I’m in charge of”. You are expected to make arrangements for these conflicts in advance – the closer we get to the date of the performance the less understanding we will be.
· Occasionally legitimate conflicts arise (with other BSU ensembles, for example). Please bring this to us as early as possible to resolve. All the ensemble directors meet well in advance to avoid conflict, so if an ensemble you are in has added an additional performance to the schedule, you will be expected to attend the opera events since they were scheduled first.
****REQUIRED DATES AND  EVENTS  FOR THIS SEMESTER:
MEMORIZATION DEADLINE
MARCH 9              OFF BOOK in rehearsals **failure to meet deadline is grounds for replacement
SITZPROBEN: REQUIRED TO PASS
3/31 and 4/2            Rehearsals 2-4:50PM, schedule TBD, travel pass will be given     
TECHNICAL REHEARSALS: REQUIRED TO PASS
4/8-410               Load-in/Technical rehearsals 6 – 10 PM
DRESS REHEARSALS & PERFORMANCES: REQUIRED TO PASS
4/11-4/12	            Dress Rehearsals – 6 – 10PM
4/14                           	Performance will be called at 6 PM
4/15                   	Performance will be called at 2 PM and ends when load-out ends
*Loadout for the opera begins after the final performance and continues until we are finished.
*The performance is over when all technical needs are accomplished for that day.  A student departing before these technical needs are accomplished will have their grade lowered by at least one letter, depending on the time and manner of the departure. Students are encouraged to not ask for early departure to spend time with visiting family – many people have this desire, and all can enjoy this time more quickly if technical tasks are accomplished efficiently.
Grading Policy:
Students will be graded on several subjective and objective measures.  Objective measures include attendance, tardiness, memorization, participation in crew assignments, and more.  Subjective measures include rehearsal conduct and deportment, attitude, collegiality, preparation, and more. 
The schedule will be presented to students generally with one weeks’ notice of what pages of material will be covered.  This schedule will be emailed by the graduate assistant (as is typical in professional situations). It is the individual student’s responsibility to interpret the schedule accurately and be ready to sing at the beginning of the assigned rehearsal time.  Any absence from any assigned rehearsal will be regarded as unexcused and result in a 5-point grade deduction unless prior notice is given of illness, family emergency, or other similar reason.  Missing a named rehearsal such as a Sitzprobe, Dress Rehearsal, or other similar rehearsal without prior approval by the instructor will result in automatic failure of the course.  Similarly, missing any performance without prior approval will result in automatic failure of the course.
Professional Norms and Standards:
The Opera course strives to emulate the norms and standards of professional operatic performance as much as is possible in the academic environment.  To that end, students are expected to adhere to professional norms in the context of learning these norms through the rehearsal process.  These norms include proper preparation, appropriate attire for rehearsal, treatment of artistic staff such as directors and pianists, treatment of colleagues, deportment and behavior in the rehearsal process, and more.  Adherence to these norms is graded in order to reinforce their value and importance.
University Statement
We are committed to ensuring that all members of the community are welcome, through valuing the various experiences and worldviews represented at Ball State and among those we serve. We promote a culture of respect and civil discourse. If you need course adaptations or accommodations because of a disability, please contact the instructor of record as soon as possible. Ball State's Disability Services office coordinates services for students with disabilities; documentation of a disability needs to be on file in that office before any accommodations can be provided. Disability Services can be contacted at 765-285-5293 or dsd@bsu.edu.
Freedom of Expression: In this course, we are committed to fostering a learning environment that values intellectual diversity, encourages free expression, and promotes open inquiry. As members of the Ball State Community, we treat each person in the Ball State community with civility, courtesy, compassion, and dignity and respect and learn from differences in people, ideas, and opinions. Please review Ball State University’s Statement on Freedom of Expression, the resources on Ball State’s Freedom of Expression webpage, and Ball State’s Beneficence Pledge. 
Title IX: See the University Policy here 
Basic Needs Hub:
If you are having difficulty affording enough food, do not have a safe and reliable place to sleep, and/or experiencing an emergency or crisis, help is available through the Basic Needs Hub.  The Basic Needs Hub has information, resources, and provides individualized support to students.  To talk with a supportive staff member about your experience, receive one on one assistance, or learn more about resources, you can submit a Basic Needs Assistance Form. 
Counseling Center: The Ball State University Counseling Center offers free and confidential services to all students. The Counseling Center is located in Lucina Hall, Room 320. To schedule an appointment, you can contact us at 765-285-1736. Ball State also offers a 24/7 Crisis Line, which can be reached at 765-285-HOPE (4673). The Crisis Line is a mental health resource for those who are struggling with any mental health concerns, including thoughts of self-harm and/or suicide.  
At the Ball State Counseling Center, we see students for a variety of reasons, some of which include homesickness, relationship concerns, anxiety, and depression. At your first appointment, you will work with a therapist to create a plan that will connect you with resources that best fit your needs. We assist students with getting connected to therapy at our Center as well as connecting students to self-help resources, other on-campus resources, and community-based resources. All Ball State students also have access to several on-demand, self-help resources through a variety of different platforms. All of these resources, including a direct link to our website, can be found here. 
Learning Center:  
The Learning Center offers free Tutoring and Academic Coaching for many courses at Ball State. Students can make appointments for online (Zoom) or in-person (NQ 350) appointments.   
To make an appointment, visit my.bsu.edu and click on “Navigate” in the Additional Tools section, or just go directly to https://bsu.navigate.eab.com.
Testing accommodations for students with disabilities are available for students who have received the appropriate documentation from Disability Services.  Tests may be administered in the Learning Center.  
Supplemental Instruction is available in select courses.  If you have an SI leader for your course, that person will provide students with information the first week of school regarding weekly study sessions.
For more information about all of our programming, visit bsu.edu/learningcenter or call 765-285-1006. Follow us on Instagram: BallStateLC

