Course Syllabus

Fall 2025

I Class Information
e Days—T
e Time — 4:00 - 4:50 pm
e Room - FB 103

¢ Required Text:
None, although there may be required readings from both on-line and reserve resources.

I Instructor — Paul S. Coan

¢ Phone — (765) 285-2196
» Office — FB 305
e e-mail — pcoan@bsu.edu (mailto:pcoan@bsu.edu)
« Office hours —
o Tuesday 1:30 - 2:30 pm
o Wednesday 11:00 am — noon

o Thursday 11:00 am — noon
o or most any other time that | am in my office.

I University Statement

We are committed to ensuring that all members of the community are welcome, through valuing the various experiences and
worldviews represented at Ball State and among those we serve. We promote a culture of respect and civil discourse. If you need
course adaptations or accommodations because of a disability, please contact the instructor of record as soon as possible. Ball
State's Disability Services Office coordinates services for students with disabilities; documentation of a disability needs to be on file
in that office before any accommodations can be provided. Disability Services can be contacted at 765-285-5293 or dsd@bsu.edu
(mailto:dsd@bsu.edu) .

I Freedom of Expression

In this course, we are committed to fostering a learning environment that values intellectual diversity, encourages free expression,
and promotes open inquiry. As members of the Ball State Community, we treat each person in the Ball State community with civility,
courtesy, compassion, and dignity and respect and learn from differences in people, ideas, and opinions. Please review Ball State
University's Statement on Freedom of Expression, the resources on Ball State's Freedom of Expression &s_(https://www.bsu.edu/
about/freedom-of-expression/faculty-toolkit) webpage, and Ball State's Beneficence Pledge B_(https:/www.bsu.edu/about/

beneficence) .

I Description

This course is a University Core Curriculum Tier 3 course with a WISER+ W designation. The goal of this course is to help students
become more adept at searching the chemical literature. The primary activities of this course will require students to actually search
different types of chemical literature by a variety of means.

I Prerequisite

20 hours of chemistry or permission of the department chairperson.
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I Homework

Ten homework assignments will be collected during the semester. The homework assignments will count 50 points each. They will
be due at 6:00 pm one week after they are assigned in class. The Chemistry 500 students will prepare one module (lecture
presentation to the class) for one of the covered resources.

I Projects

A research article summary project that is composed of several sections will count for 150 points. The due date will depend on the
progress of the class.

A semester literature review project will be due on Tuesday 2 December 2025. This project will count 300 points toward your final
grade. | will post additional information to Canvas describing the project several weeks into the course.

Chemistry 500 students will be graded at the graduate level for these projects. This will include a more rigorous definition of what
constitutes "good" scientific writing and higher page limits.

I Attendance

You are expected to attend class. If a student misses class without an excuse from the instructor, the students actually attending the
class MAY have to take a pop quiz.

I Academic Responsibility

Ball State University has a strict code covering bribery, cheating, lying, plagiarism, and misuse of a information processing system.
Any violation of this code can result in severe penalties including probation, suspension, or expulsion. Infractions will not be
tolerated in this course.

I Grading System

Ten (10) Homeworks @ 50 points 500 points

Article Summary Project 150 points
Literature Review Project 300 points
Class Total 950 points

IGrading Scale
A=90
90 > B+ =87
87>B =280
80>C+=277
77>C 270
70 > D+ =267
67>D 260

60 >F



I Course Topics (order is tentative)

e Introduction to Chemical Literature

+ Chemical Resources in Bracken Library

¢ Query Writing for Efficient Electronic Searching

« Intellectual Property, Plagiarism, and Ethics for Chemists
Introduction to SciFinder Scholar

e Patents: Introduction, Index System, and Web Searches
¢ U.S. Federal Government Documents

¢ Assessing Resources on the Web

e Google Scholar

¢ Web of Science (led by Chem 500 students)
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