
Art in a Globalized World: Art History before 1500 CE 
AHS 101-01 | T+TH 9:30–10:45 AM | Dr. Laura Golobish 

Course Description 

This course provides an introduction to global art and architecture from prehistory 
to the year 1500 CE. Major traditions from around the world, including Europe, Asia, 
Africa, and the Americas are examined in terms of media, technique, style, subject 
matter, and sociocultural context. 

Course Objectives 

This course is part of the Humanistic and Artistic Ways of Knowing category of 
Ball State University’s Cardinal Core, which introduces students to cultural 
experiences that contribute to the development of meaningful lives. 

Through actively listening to lectures, engaging with assigned media, demonstrating 
content knowledge on two exams, and examining works of art through a Visual 
Analysis Essay, Contextual Analysis, and Comparison Research Project focused on 
diverse cultures, we will practice the following skills throughout the semester:  

​Describing and analyzing the visual qualities of a work of art 
​Describing the relationship between art and society in the periods and 
places studied in the course 

​Analyzing works of art from various global cultures, understand diverse 
historical and cultural perspectives 

​Communicating ideas about art history clearly and effectively in verbal, 
written, and/or multimodal formats. 

Course Design 
All students are welcome in this class regardless of individual difference and 
ability. As an introductory course, participation requires no previous experience 
with the subjects of art, art history or visual studies.  



Course Modality / Structure:  

The format for this class will combine lecture, group discussion, visits to the 
David Owsley Museum of Art on campus, and other activities. There will be 
a Course Calendar located on the Canvas course site, which includes all 
weekly tasks, assignments, and due dates.  

Course Time Commitment: This is a 3 credit course, which means we spend 
around 3 hours of time in class each week. As such, you should expect an 
average of 6 to 9 hours outside of class each week to read, study, or 
complete assignments outside of class 

BSU Academic Calendar 

Find reminders about the general academic calendar at this link.  

COURSE MATERIALS 

This course uses Open Educational Resources (OER) and media provided by the 
library or other university resources. 

●​ You ARE NOT required to buy a textbook. All readings or other media will be 
linked via Canvas, or Course Reserves via the University Libraries. See the 
reading and assignment schedule in the calendar on Canvas. 

●​ Students should bring a notebook and writing implement to each class 
meeting to take notes and complete in-class writing activities. 

●​ Poll Everywhere app (BSU subscribes to this. You don’t need to subscribe or 
pay an additional fee.  

●​ Poll Everywhere can be accessed via most phones, tablets, etc. 

●​ Students might find it useful to have a pack of basic coloring pencils or 
crayons for a few in class activities. A regular pen/pencil will suffice if you 
don’t have crayons, etc. 

https://www.bsu.edu/calendar/calendars/academic-calendar


○​  The instructor will aim to provide advanced warning if you might want 
to bring these to class. 

Course Assignments + Assessments 

Preparation for Class 

●​ Each week we’ll cover a range of content that includes selections from an open 
source textbook known as Smarthistory  in addition to articles and other 
media to review. These weekly modules will consider how people from 
selected regions produce work related to the history, themes, and functions of 
art. 

●​ Generally, you should complete readings before class. 

●​ Exams will contain content from readings AND lecture content. 

●​ IF OUR LECTURE/DISCUSSION TOPICS take longer than the schedule, 
deadlines will be adjusted. Adjustments will be announced in class and via 
Canvas course announcements. 

Engagement during class time 

●​ There will be multiple ways to interact with art history and each other 
during this term so please make every effort to come to class. We will use 
our time in class to get to know one another, analyze artworks, visit the 
David Owsley Museum of Art, discuss critical issues about art and the 
world, and develop our communication skills. These components of the 
course will encourage you to connect with art history in ways that are 
meaningful to you and help you build critical thinking and communication 
skills that you will use throughout your life. 

●​ We’ll use a few different tools to help you follow along with the material, 
engage with art history, and collaborate with each other during this term 

o​ Art Bites: Low stakes brainstorming, warm up or reflection 
activities at the beginning or end of the unit to help organize your 
thoughts or consider how information from the unit fits together. These 



activities might include short writing/journaling,sketching, visiting DOMA 
or other activities. 

o​ Questions/polls/prompts with Poll Everywhere or Canvas Surveys to 
quickly gauge class understanding of terms or concepts from the 
lectures and readings (BSU paid for the Poll subscription this year. So 
you don’t need to pay for it.). 

Reinforce Terms 

You’ll demonstrate understanding of a range of terms, artworks, global cultures, 
and broader art historical themes in 2 (Two) exams on Canvas. Each exam will 
consist of multiple choice, true/false, and multiple answer questions based on 
content from lectures and assigned readings 

Students will have a minimum of a 48-hour window to complete each exam. 
To ensure the integrity of the exams, students must use Respondus Lockdown 
Browser, which prohibits access to the regular internet browser while taking their 
exams. 

Exams will not be reopened after they close. Please allow ample time to work 
through any technology issues and to complete the questions.  

Students are encouraged to complete the assignment in a quiet place without any 
distractions. You can use your notes and copies of readings to complete the exams. 

If something unexpected happens during the exam(e.g a device pop up 
notification logs you out, etc.,), please email Dr. Golobish after completing your 
exam to report what happened while completing the assignment..  

Canvas is programmed to grade the assignments. If you think Canvas has 
mistakenly counted something wrong, email Dr. Golobish.*** Be sure to include the 
question and your answer for review.  

Apply and Analyze 

You will have opportunities to work on three more structured projects 
throughout the term to synthesize information presented throughout the course 
and connect with art history in ways that are meaningful to you. 



*** Instructions and schedules for each project will be copied on Canvas. ***​
 

These projects include: 

●​ Project 1: Visual analysis essay about an object from designated sections of 
the David Owsley Museum of Art 

○​ You will write a short, thesis-centric essay examining the visual and 
material properties from works at DOMA that correspond with one of 
the early civilizations we’ll be covering during the course. 

○​ Your Visual Analysis should be a minimum of 500 words in length and 
should consider how the formal elements and principles of design 
displayed in the object support a particular idea, meaning, or function. 
Complete prompt + instructions will be available on Canvas. 

●​ Project 2: a contextual analysis of a work of art 
○​ This activity builds on the visual analysis by reflecting on your essay 

and beginning to place the artwork or object from Project 1 into social, 
cultural, and historical contexts, and you will reflect on how those 
contexts complement or add to the visual and material composition of 
your artwork. 

●​ Project 3: Comparison Podcast  
●​ For your last individual project: you and a partner will examine an example of 

art, design, or architecture from one of the civilizations covered during class, 
and consider how it fits within a broader thematic network to consider how 
different artists, cultures, or time periods adapt to that larger theme in a 
podcast-style audio presentation. Students may suggest alternate 
modalities other than a written essay if they do not wish to work on an 
audio presentation. 

****** The instructor will not typically make printed copies of any 
assignment instructions. Be sure to check Canvas regularly to check for 
deadlines and news. ****** 



GRADING 

Your final grade will be based on your preparation for class, engagement in 
activities during class time, and your application and synthesis of course content. 
These components will be weighted as follows in the calculation of your final grade: 

Art Bites 
(engagement/reflection 
activities other than check in 
questions) 

25 % 

Poll everywhere questions / 
Canvas Check-in Questions 

5 % 

Exams 20% 

Projects  50 % 

 

Letter grades in this course are assigned as follows: 

A  = 100-94   B = 86-84   C   = 76-74 D  = 66-64 

A- = 93-90   B- = 83-80 C-= 73-70 D-  =63-60 

B+ = 89-87  C+= 79-77  D+= 69-67   F  = 59 or lower 

 

Course Policies 

Communication 

●​ Let’s work together to stay connected and form a supportive learning 
community. Please email if you have any questions, concerns, extended 
illness, or anything else that might disrupt your progress in this course.  



●​ I aim to respond to email from your official Ball State email address or 
Canvas messages  within 24 hours during weekdays (Monday-Friday) 
and within 48 hours on the weekend.  

●​ Please only send messages from your BSU email or Canvas Messages. 
Messages from external email servers tend to end up in the junk folder. 

Technology in the Classroom 

You are encouraged to bring phones, laptops, and/or tablets to class as we will 
often use Canvas, our readings, Poll Everywhere, and other internet resources 
as we work through art history together. Please be respectful and do your best 
to avoid using these devices for purposes that are not related to this class. If 
devices in class ever become more of a distraction than a useful tool, we 
may adjust this policy and decide to put them away. 

Attendance 

●​ ATTENDANCE: As a student in this course, you earn credit for attending 
and participating in discussion and activities. Ideally you would attend all 
scheduled class meetings. However, instances such funeral or 
bereavement, jury duty, school-sanctioned excursions, pregnancy or other 
circumstances may prevent you from attending class. As such, you should 
aim to attend at least 24 of the 28 scheduled class meetings.  

●​ This means that up to 4 days of poll everywhere questions (or 
check-in questions) will be dropped from that assignment category. 
Missing class or the practice questions in poll everywhere does not excuse 
you from any other assignments or being familiar with the content for 
exams.  

●​ This class is designated for in-person meetings. The classroom is not set 
up with appropriate equipment to effectively livestream lectures on zoom 
during the class time.  

●​ When you miss class: make sure to check the course announcements / 
calendar to see what activities you may have missed.  



●​ You do not need to email the professor over individual absences 

Deadlines, Extensions, and Late Work 

Deadlines provide structure to this course so that you are prepared to participate 
in group conversations and can develop your skills and knowledge over time.  

If you feel you need an extension (for whatever reason): Each student has 
access to 10 Flex Deadline passes for Projects and the low-stakes art bites 
activities. Flex passes cannot be applied to Exams, Extra Credit, or Poll Everywhere 
questions 

Guidelines for the Flex Deadline Passes:  

●​ You MUST use flex deadline passes if you turn in a PROJECT or ART BITES 
more than 24 hours late. Flex passes cannot be applied to Quizzes, Extra Credit, 
or Poll Everywhere questions 

●​ WHEN YOU TURN IN YOUR LATE ASSIGNMENT: Leave a comment in that 
assignment’s comment box in Canvas to note that you’re applying a flex 
deadline pass . 

●​ Each pass equals up to a one-week extension (7 days) to be applied to a 
single assignment. 

●​ You can stack passes to give additional weeks for an assignment (For 
example: if you need 2 additional weeks on project 2, you can use 2 passes 
for that assignment.) 

●​ The number of flex passes will be listed in the gradebook as a non-weighted 
category in the gradebook so you have an easy way to track their use. 

●​ There are 2 deadlines for late work during the semester: 
○​ Friday, October 9: Deadline to submit late work with flex deadline 

passes for assignments with DUE DATES BEFORE FALL BREAK 
○​ Friday,December 4: Last day to submit late work assigned since Fall 

Break with remaining Late Passes.   

 If you have some other kind of accommodation via disability services or other 
related concerns about deadlines, please email the professor 



(Laura.golobish@bsu.edu) before you miss any deadlines, so we can find an 
appropriate resolution to any challenges you might have. 

Course Ethics 

Work produced and/or submitted in this course should reflect your own ideas and 
demonstrate your current knowledge, abilities, and skills, and/or understanding of 
the artworks you’re studying and analyzing 

Instances of academic misconduct (such as cheating on an assignment, plagiarizing 
a text, or lying) degrade the ethical and educational value of a college experience 
and will result in a failing grade on that assignment. Academic misconduct is also 
reported to the Student Academic Ethics Committee and the Associate Provost and 
included in your academic records. Depending on the severity and frequency of the 
offense, academic misconduct may also result in a failing grade in the course 
or suspension or expulsion from the university. Access the Academic Integrity 
Policy at THIS LINK.  

To maintain its credibility and reputation, and to equitably assign evaluations of 
scholastic and creative performance, Ball State University is committed to 
maintaining a climate that upholds and values the highest standards of academic 
integrity. Every student is responsible for understanding and abiding by Ball State’s 
Code of Student Rights and Responsibilities. 

Plagiarism in any form will not be tolerated. 

Generative A.I. tools (e.g., ChatGPT, Gemini, Claude)  use is permitted only for 
specific purposes on designated assignments. You will be informed as to when, 
where, and how these tools are permitted to be used, along with guidance for 
attribution. Any use outside of this permission constitutes a violation of Ball State 
University’s Student Academic Ethics Policy.Use of Generative A.I outside of 
discussed and assigned parameters may result in a zero on the given 
assignment. 

 

https://www.bsu.edu/about/administrativeoffices/vice-provost/student-services/academic-integrity
https://www.bsu.edu/about/administrativeoffices/vice-provost/student-services/academic-integrity
https://www.bsu.edu/about/administrativeoffices/vice-provost/student-services/academic-integrity
https://www.bsu.edu/about/administrativeoffices/student-conduct/policiesandprocedures
https://www.bsu.edu/about/administrativeoffices/student-conduct/policiesandprocedures
https://www.bsu.edu/about/administrativeoffices/vice-provost/student-services/academic-integrity


Intellectual Property 

Course materials prepared by the professor, including assignments and 
supplemental materials posted on Canvas, are the property of the instructor. 
Disseminating such materials to anyone not enrolled in this class this 
semester is prohibited. Students should not attempt to sell notes or study 
materials, as doing so is unethical and may violate the intellectual property rights of 
the instructor, textbook authors and publisher, and/or artists and owners of the 
works of art we study. Students are not permitted to record the instructor or other 
students during class unless the student has secured permission through Disability 
Services. 
 

University Statement 

We are committed to ensuring that all members of the community are welcome, through 
valuing the various experiences and worldviews represented at Ball State and among 
those we serve. We promote a culture of respect and civil discourse. If you need course 
adaptations or accommodations because of a disability, please contact the instructor of 
record as soon as possible. Ball State's Disability Services office coordinates services 
for students with disabilities; documentation of a disability needs to be on file in that 
office before any accommodations can be provided. Disability Services can be contacted 
at 765-285-5293 or dsd@bsu.edu. 

Subject to Change 
This syllabus and schedule are subject to change in the event of extenuating 
circumstances. Changes will be announced during class and via Canvas Course 
Announcements.   

 

https://www.bsu.edu/about/administrativeoffices/disability-services
mailto:dsd@bsu.edu
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