
Ball State University School of Music Private Guitar
Lessons Syllabus

Course Number: MUSP.201.36.M.01.CLAS.202510.34638

Instructor: Joel Tucker
Email: jmtucker@bsu.edu
Office Hours: By Appointment
Location: TBA

Course Description & Objectives
This course is designed to provide individualized guitar instruction tailored to each student’s
experience and goals. Emphasis will be placed on technique, repertoire, music theory application, and
performance. Students will progress through units at their own pace while developing essential skills
for musicianship and artistry.

Required Texts & Materials
- Chords Galore
- Leo Brouwer: Etudes Simples
- Bach: Sonatas and Partitas for Violin
- The Real Book (optional: Charlie Parker Omnibook)
- Guitar (electric, nylon, or acoustic; electric requires cable)
- Manuscript paper notebook (NOT a regular notebook)
- Pencil
- Metronome
- Positive attitude

Grading Breakdown
Attendance & Preparation — 75% (150 points possible)
Paper (1–3 pages on guitarist, cited sources) — 25% (50 points possible)

Grade Scale: A (94–100); A- (90–93); B+ (87–89); B (83–86); B- (80–82); C+ (77–79); C (73–76); C-
(70–72); D+ (66–69); D (60–65); F (0–59)

Lesson Units
Units are progressive and tailored to student needs. Each includes theory, chord voicings, and scales.

Unit 1: Moveable major scales, arpeggios, 12-bar blues, barre chords, reading in 1st position,
picking/fingerstyle.
Unit 2: Modal scales, vamp proficiency, voicings, modal repertoire, tone production.
Unit 3: Minor scales, II–V–I progressions, guide tones, reading up to 9th position, rhythm changes.
Unit 4: Scales in intervals, advanced harmony, chromaticism, songwriting, odd meters.



Attendance Policy
Attendance and preparation are critical to success. Each lesson is worth 10 points. If you miss a lesson
without an excused reason, you will receive a 0/10. Excused absences require at least 24 hours’ notice
and appropriate documentation. Make-ups are at the instructor’s discretion.

University Policies & Resources

University Statement on Inclusivity and Disability Services
We are committed to ensuring that all members of the community are welcome, through valuing the
various experiences and worldviews represented at Ball State and among those we serve. We promote a
culture of respect and civil discourse. If you need course adaptations or accommodations because of a
disability, please contact the instructor of record as soon as possible. Ball State's Disability Services
Office coordinates services for students with disabilities; documentation of a disability needs to be on
file in that office before any accommodations can be provided. Disability Services can be contacted at
765-285-5293 or dsd@bsu.edu.

Title IX: Ball State prohibits sexual harassment and provides resources through the Title IX office
(bsu.edu/titleix, 765-285-1545).

Academic Integrity: All work must follow BSU’s Student Academic Ethics Policy. Academic
dishonesty will not be tolerated.

Freedom of Expression: This course values civility, courtesy, and diverse perspectives.

Student Support: Writing Center, Learning Center, Counseling Center, and Speaking Center resources
are available to all students.


