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Research Proposal 

PLAN 694 |T/TH 4:00pm – 6:00pm |AB 326 |Fall 2025 

Instructor:  Cheryl L. Montgomery 
Email:  cheryl.montgomery@bsu.edu 
Office:  AB 331 
Office Hours:  By Appointment 

Instructor:  Ruoran Liu 
Email:  ruoran.liu@bsu.edu 

Office: AB 330 
Office Hours:  By Appointment 

 

Course Description 

The catalog description of PLAN 694 is:   

Problem identification and formulation of research topic and outline. Selection and application of research 
methods, collection and analysis of data, and writing of report, thesis, research paper, or creative project. 

As described above, PLAN 694 is designed to enable Masters of Urban and Regional Planning (MURP) students 
to develop the skills and knowledge necessary to conduct rigorous and impactful planning research. Based on the 
theoretical and practical research guidance, in fall 2025, PLAN 694 class will focus on proposal development and will 
design a research plan for an impact analysis of BSU studios in Indiana communities. Students will apply the techniques 
and methods learned in PLAN 613 Qualitative Analysis and Social Justice and PLAN 614 Quantitative Analysis to propose 
an intellectual framework for the study, as well as the concrete and practical steps that will be taken to complete it.   

Course Goal:   

This class will foster an active scholarship atmosphere that engages each student. This class aims to provide students with 
a comprehensive understanding of the research process, from formulating research questions to analyzing and 
interpreting data, and ultimately making a meaningful contribution to urban planning research and practice. To this end, 
please feel free to contact the instructors, especially if you are having problems, falling behind, or struggling. We are 
enthusiastic about collaborating closely with students to support their progress, ensure their success, and help them 
achieve outstanding results. 

Learning Outcomes 

Upon completion of this course, you should demonstrate an ability to:  

• Understand the philosophical, theoretical, and practical foundations of impact analysis in urban planning;  
• Use existing scholarship along with survey and research techniques to formulate research questions, develop 

hypothesis, and design an appropriate analytical framework; 
• Decide on and deploy research methodologies suited to specific questions or problems;  
• Develop a research plan, and evaluate the factors that influence the effectiveness and community impact of 

higher education studio projects in Indiana and beyond. 
 

Teaching Philosophy:  

Accordingly, our philosophy on teaching this course centers on an active approach where the lines of teacher and 
student become blurred. Learning is not passive, and therefore we expect everyone to be an active participant in this 
community. We are the instructor, but not the only teacher here. As participants in this active learning community, we 
all at some point will assume the role of teacher. In turn, we will be open to learning from each other. Together we will 
challenge each other to read critically, write consciously, speak clearly, and tell our truths. We hold high expectations 
for you, and we invite you to hold equally high expectations for us.   
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Required Texts 

• Gaber, John (2020).Qualitative Analysis for Planning and Policy:  Beyond the Numbers, 2nd Ed.  ISBN: 
9780367258504 

• Creswell+Poth (2018) Qualitative Inquiry and Research Design:  Choosing Among Five Approaches. Los 
Angeles, CA: SAGE.* 

• Stuart Farthing (2016). Research Design in Urban Planning: A Student’s Guide. Thousand Oaks, CA: SAGE.* 

* Available on Canvas 
** Supplementary reading available on Canvas 

 

Course Assignments 

• Class Participation 
Class Participation will be a reflection of student-led discussions and weekly (loosely defined) progress 
presentations.  You will be responsible for contributing one (1) student-led discussion for the semester where 
you will present on relevant literature to your research topic.  In addition, you will also present at least six (6) 
times throughout the semester on the progress you have made during the weeks the class does not meet. 
 

• Research Proposal 
A research proposal is a structured, formal document that explains what you plan to research, why it’s worth 
researching, and how you plan to investigate it.  The purpose of the research proposal is to convince your 
research supervisor, committee, or university that your research is suitable to meet the requirements of the 
degree program, and manageable given the time and resource constraints you will face.  Your proposal should 
include an introduction and conceptual framework, a review of relevant literature, methodology, and timeline 
for completion.  At the end of the semester, there will be a public presentation where you will present your 
proposal to students, faculty, and invited guests. 
 
*see Canvas for full and detailed assignment briefs 

Assessments: 
• Class Participation 

o Student-led Discussions 
o Weekly Progress  

10% 

• Research Proposal 90% 
o Intro+Conceptual Framework 
o Literature Review 
o Methodology 
o Timeline+Conclusion 
o Proposal+Public Presentation 

 

 Total = 100% 
 

Grading and Evaluation: 
There are two (2) types of assignments upon which your grade is based.  All written assignments must be: 

● Typed, 1.5 spacing, 12 point Times New Roman Font, with one-inch margins on all sides  
● Page numbers in the lower right hand corner.  
● References and citations must be composed in an accurate and consistent format using the APA style of citation. 

Wikipedia is NEVER an acceptable source. When in doubt CITE, CITE, and CITE again!   
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● All assignments should be submitted as a Microsoft Word or PDF document.  They should be submitted to Canvas 
by the date and time specified on the assignment. Once an assignment is closed, it is closed.  DO NOT EMAIL 
YOUR ASSIGNMENT TO ME.  It will not be graded. 

● Ensure that the title of your file is formatted with your first initial, last name and the assignment name. e.g. 
CMontgomery_Oral History Project Part I.pdf 

 

Each graded assignment has a corresponding rubric. The rubric is meant to be a guideline of the MINIMUM expected of 
you.  If you follow the rubric closely you will earn a B. If you desire to earn a better grade, you will have to include what 
I call the two "I's":  Initiative and Inspiration.   

• Initiative means going deeper into a topic than what is provided in an assignment. Evidence of initiative might 
be finding additional resources or reading other journal articles on a particular topic and integrating the 
information into class discussions or written assignments.  Initiative might also be taking the lead on a discussion 
that you feel strongly about or looking things up that you don't understand without having to be asked.  Strong 
initiative is often the forerunner of inspiration.  

 

• Inspiration means thinking critically and creatively about a topic.  Evidence of inspiration would be including 
ideas of your own that show you have not only read and understood the material, but you have synthesized it, 
maybe even struggled with it, and finally come to your own conclusions, rather than just citing or paraphrasing 
someone else's ideas.  Inspiration might also take the form of asking really interesting, or surprising, questions 
that lead to more in-depth analyses. Inspiration requires hard thought processes and hard work (i.e. initiative), 
and not just writing whatever comes to mind. 
 

If you give us both of these qualities in your assignment (in addition to the items on the rubric, of course) you will 
probably get an "A."  If you give me one of the two "I's" you will probably get a B+ or A –.  

Grading Scale 
A 90+ 
B 80 – 89 
C 70 – 79  
D 60 – 69  
F 59 or less 

 

Communication 
We will use email and Canvas to communicate with you.  Therefore, it is paramount that you regularly check your 
university email for updates and changes to the class schedule. We encourage you to communicate with us if you have 
any questions, concerns, grievances, ideas/brainstorming for your assignments, or anything else related to the course.  
However, please be mindful that communication with your professors is a professional form of communication.  We are 
your professors and should be addressed and spoken to in such a manner.  When you send an email, you should 
address us with a salutation and by name. (i.e. Dear Prof. Cheryl; Hello Prof. Liu); the subject should include 
PLAN 694 so that I know which class you are enrolled; and when you make a request, it should come with a 
please.  
 
We will make our best effort to respond to your emails within 24 hours. However, if you have not received a response 
within 48 hours, please send a follow up email. Emails received after 3pm on Friday and throughout the weekend should 
not expect a response until 12:00 noon the following Monday.  In the event of holidays and school closings your message 
will be answered on the next business day.  
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Course Conduct/Policies 

This class is structured as an interactive seminar. As such, everyone is expected to be an active and engaged participant. 
You are not expected to be “agreeable” or “bubbly.”  You are, however, expected to demonstrate that you have engaged 
and understand the assigned materials. Participating in discussion reinforces what has been read/watched/heard and helps 
us to be certain of what you do and don’t understand. 

An interactive seminar dynamic relies upon active participants, and you need to be here on time.  Along with your 
presence, you are expected to bring a copy of the readings (eCopy is fine) as well as prepared notes, questions and/or 
comments. In addition, you should come prepared to answer questions from the resources during class time. And we 
reserve the right to use the “cold call” and pop quiz methods if necessary. However, if for whatever reason you are unable 
to complete the readings, you will be given one pass for the semester. Just say, “pass” and you can sit with your mouth 
closed without fear that we may call on you.   

Your iPads, laptops, tablets, smart phones etc. are welcome. These digital tools serve to enhance our discourse by allowing 
for spontaneous exploration. However, if you find that the presence of your digital tools causes a distraction, we ask that 
you not bring them or keep them tucked away until they are needed.   

 

Attendance Policies 

Attendance is very important, and will be taken at the beginning of each class session. When you miss class, you miss 
important information. If you are absent, you are still responsible for all material covered in that class session. Most course 
content (readings, assignments, lecture notes, activities) will be posted to Canvas. However, you should consider this 
class a learning community, and you will not get through this class on your own. We suggest that you find yourself a 
“buddy” who you can lean on to relay to you the course material you missed.   

 

University Diversity Statement 

Ball State University aspires to be a university that attracts and retains a diverse faculty, staff, and student body. We are 
committed to ensuring that all members of the campus community are welcome through our practice of valuing the 
various experiences and world views of those we serve. We promote a culture of respect and civil discourse as evident 
in our Beneficence Pledge. For Bias Incident Response information, go 
to https://www.bsu.edu/campuslife/multiculturalcenter/bias-incident-reporting or email mc2@bsu.edu. 

 

University Disability Services Statement 

If you need course adaptations or accommodations because of a disability, please contact me as soon as possible. 
The Office of Disability Services coordinates services for students with disabilities; documentation of a disability needs to 
be on file in that office before any accommodations can be provided. Disability Services can be contacted at 765-285-5293 
or dsd@bsu.edu. 

 

The Learning Center 

The Learning Center offers free Tutoring and Academic Coaching for many courses at Ball State. Students can make 
appointments for online (Zoom) or in-person (NQ 350) appointments. Testing accommodations for students with 
disabilities are available for students who have received the appropriate documentation from Disability Services. Tests 
may be administered in the Learning Center. Supplemental Instruction is available in select courses. If you have an SI 
leader for your course, that person will provide students with information the first week of school regarding weekly study 
sessions. For more information about all of our programming, visit bsu.edu/learningcenter or call 765-285-1006. Follow 
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us on Instagram: BallStateLC. 

The Writing Center 

All writers improve with practice and feedback, so as a student in this course, you are encouraged to use the Writing 
Center (in Robert Bell 295 during weekdays, Bracken Library First Floor West in the evenings, or online during any of our 
regularly scheduled hours) to get additional feedback on your writing. The Writing Center offers free planning, feedback, 
and accountability sessions (in person and online) to all students composing essays, reports, reflections, research projects, 
web content, lesson plans, slideshows, poster presentations, resumes, and other digital or print texts. To schedule a free 
appointment to discuss your writing, go to http://www.bsu.edu/writingcenter. Online and in-person appointments are 
available; however, plan ahead because appointments book quickly! 

 

Basic Needs Hub 

If you are having difficulty affording enough food, do not have a safe and reliable place to sleep, and/or experiencing an 
emergency or crisis, help is available through the Basic Needs Hub. The Basic Needs Hub has information, resources, and 
provides individualized support to students.  To talk with a supportive staff member about your experience, receive one 
on one assistance, or learn more about resources, you can submit a Basic Needs Assistance Form. 

  




