Emergency Medical Response
AQUA 260.1
Fall 2026


INSTRUCTOR: 	MR. William G. Stamm 
OFFICE:		HP 343
OFFICE HOURS:	by Appointment	
PHONE/EMAIL	285-8252/wstamm@bsu.edu
CLASS TIME:		8:00-9:15am MWF 
CLASS ROOM:	HP 305
TEXT:			Required Text:   Emergency Medical Responder (7th edition), 				Your First Response in Emergency Care, AAOS (American 				Academy of Orthopedic Surgeons) - Discussed the first week.

COURSE MATERIALS:	Resuscitation Pocket Mask – $15.00

OBJECTIVES:	Each class member will:

· Explain how the EMS system works,
· Describe steps to assure the wee-being of the first responder,
· Identify personal safety guidelines for you and others on emergency scenes, 
· Explain what happens if one or more body systems fail,
· Identify ways diseases can be transmitted,
· Explain when to move a victim in an emergency,
· Explain and demonstrate victim assessments,
· Explain and demonstrate care for victims in breathing and cardiac emergencies,
· Identify signs of breathing and cardiac distress and arrest,
· Identify risk factors for cardiovascular disease and explain how they can be controlled,
· Identify and demonstrate care for life-threatening emergencies,
· Identify and provide care for shock,
· Explain the role of the first responder on the scene of an emergency,
· Demonstrate and identify care needed for soft tissue and musculoskeletal injuries,
· Identify common procedures to care for medical and trauma emergencies

CANVAS 
This instructor uses Canvas Grade Center. Assignments and other class-related materials are posted under the “Course assignments” modules in Canvas. “Announcements” section is used to deliver information/announcements to class members.

Course Requirements/Evaluation of Performance
Your final grade will consist of the total points that you earn on the required assignments listed below. You can use the grid to record your scores in the spaces provided.

Required Assignments					Earned/Possible
Basic Life Support Exam					_____/50
BLS Adult Evaluation						_____/20
BLS Infant Evaluation						_____/20
BLS O2 Performance Evaluation				_____/20
Patient Assessment – Skills Check				_____/15
Bandaging – Controlling Bleeding Skills Check			_____/10
Immobilizing Extremities – Splinting Skills Check		_____/15
Immobilizing Head & Spine – Backboarding Skills Check	_____/20
Emergency Medical Responder Exam				_____/50
Participation							_____/126

TOTAL POSSIBLE REQUIRED POINTS			_____/346

Grading Scale:
Points will be totaled, and your grade will be determined by the following percent:

100-94   = A	76-74  = C
93-90     = A - 	73-70  = C-
89-87     = B +	69-67  = D+
86-84     = B	66-64  = D
83-80     = B -	63-60  = D -
79-77     = C +	59 & below = F

	Skills Test…………………………………………………..120 points
	Students must pass the skills check in order to become certified. You have up to 
one retake if you do not pass a skill. A 5 point reduction will be taken for the first 
retake, but, if passed, qualifies you for certification.


Written Exams…………………………………………….. 100 points
Students must score 80% or higher on certification exams in order to become 
certified. If a student scores lower than 80% he/she can opt to take an alternate 
form as a second attempt. However, the score on the first test will be recorded for 
grading purposes.

Note: You do not have to become certified in order to pass this class.

Certification
This course is not an Indiana Sanctioned DOT First Responder Course. Students must pass written tests with 80% or better to become AAOS certified. One re-test will be allowed to achieve certification.  The FIRST grade will be used in the determination of the course score.  All skills tests must be completed correctly to be certified.  You must attend all sessions to become certified. (note the new text purchase or certification fee requirement listed above at course texts).
Privileges and Responsibilities of Technology Users:  Members of the University community must conduct themselves in accordance with high ethical standards related to the use of technology.  This policy applies to all forms of current and future technology capable of originating, storing, receiving or sending alphanumeric data and photographic or other images.  Faculty may limit the use of technology in their classrooms and labs.  In addition to maintaining a high level of ethical behavior, each member of the community agrees to abide by particular policies published elsewhere in student information and documents including student academic ethics policy, computer users and website posted information.     

Attendance and other classroom policies
1. Attendance is required. Because of the broad scope of topics and skills to be covered during this course, limited attendance will hinder skill development opportunities and academic grade. You will receive 3pts for each class attended. Consistently coming to class late will result in losing partial attendance points for the day.
2. Attendance will be worth 3 points each day. We meet 42 days during the semester, which totals 126 points. If you have a perfect attendance (126 points), you will receive an additional 10 bonus points!  
3. Students are responsible for all work missed and all announcements made in 	               class. 
4. If you are having problems with the class, come and see me. I am happy to
provide any extra assistance to those having difficulty in any area of the class.
5. What absence is excused and what absence is not? The only excused absences are funerals, University sponsored academic field trips and intercollegiate athletic competitions. You will need to provide proper documentation to support these reasons. Field trips for other classes/majors, athletic events, auditions, court dates, medical appointments, etc. ~ all are equal absences. None are excused; you have three free absences ~ period. Use them wisely.

Classroom Environment
Students who disrupt the learning of their peers will be asked to leave at the 	instructor’s will.  The following is expected of you when you enter the classroom:
1.	Faculty may limit the use of technology in the classroom in accordance 			with University policies.	
2.	Cell phones need to be turned off and put away. If your phone is not in 			the off or silent position you will be asked to leave the classroom.
3.	Text messaging is not allowed at any time during class.
4.	Laptops are only used when the instructor gives permission.
5.	Come to class on time.
6.	Please do not bring food or drink into this classroom.  Help us keep this 			room clean

Important Dates
August 24		Classes begin
August 30		Late registration and change-of-course end
September 7 		Labor Day – No classes
October 12-13		Fall Break – No classes
October 28		Course withdrawal period ends
Nov. 25 – 29		Thanksgiving Break – No classes
December 7 		Last day for regular classes
December 11	    	Fall semester ends

Email Etiquette & Communication
Emails will only be responded to if they can be read, name, course and section number are included. Emails need to include complete words and phrases with proper capitalization and punctuation. For questions of a personal nature, such as questions about your grade or personal/emergency nature intended for the instructor, please use your BSU email. I will typically respond to messages within 24 hours (1 business day) of receiving them.



Disabilities Statement
If you need course adaptations or accommodations because of a disability, please contact the instructor of record as soon as possible. Ball State's Disability Services office coordinates services for students with disabilities; documentation of a disability needs to be on file in that office before any accommodations can be provided. Disability Services can be contacted at 765-285-5293 or dsd@bsu.edu. If you have emergency medical information to share with me or if you need special arrangements in case the building must be evacuated, this should also be discussed with me as soon as possible. Please inform me of any health issues that may present an issue during class (i.e., epilepsy, diabetes, etc.).

Academic Integrity
Honesty, trust, and personal responsibility are fundamental attributes of the university community. Academic dishonesty and other forms of academic misconduct threaten the foundation of an institution dedicated to the pursuit of knowledge and will not be tolerated. To maintain its credibility and reputation, and to equitably assign evaluations of scholastic and creative performance, Ball State University is committed to maintaining a climate that upholds and values the highest standards of academic integrity. Visit the complete Student Academic Ethics Policy. Cheating and/or plagiarism will not be tolerated. Incidents of academic dishonesty will be prosecuted to the full extent within the university judicial process. Failure to follow these guidelines will result in an “F” for the course. 

Title XI
Ball State University is committed to providing a safe and inclusive learning environment for all students. If you or someone you know has experienced sexual harassment—including sexual assault, dating violence, domestic violence, or stalking, please know that you are not alone. The University offers support services and resources. For more information or to report an incident, please visit www.bsu.edu/titleix or contact the Title IX Coordinator at 765-285-1545 or at titleix@bsu.edu. Some additional campus resources include:
· Confidential: Center for Survivor Support, 2nd Floor Health Center, Room 205, Anna McGee, (765)285-7844, aemcgee2@bsu.edu
· Confidential: Counseling Center, Lucina Hall, Room 320, (765)285-1736
· Non-Confidential: Title IX Coordinator for Students, Ms. Teresa Ashcraft, (765)285-3310, teresa.ashcraft@bsu.edu
· Non-Confidential: Police Department, 200 North McKinley Avenue, (765)285-1111, www.bsu.edu/police

As your instructor, I am a mandatory reporter under the Title IX policy and required to report any information I receive about possible sexual harassment. This includes information shared in class discussions, assignments, or private 
conversations. 

Ball State Syllabus Statement
We are committed to ensuring that all members of the community are welcome, through valuing the various experiences and worldviews represented at Ball State and among those we serve. We promote a culture of respect and civil discourse.

Counseling Center
The Ball State University Counseling Center offers free and confidential services to all students. The Counseling Center is located in Lucina Hall, Room 320. To schedule an appointment, you can contact them at 765-285-1736. Ball State also offers a 24/7 Crisis Line, which can be reached at 765-285-HOPE (4673). The Crisis Line is a mental health resource for those who are struggling with any mental health concerns, including thoughts of self-harm and/or suicide. 
The Ball State Counseling Center sees students for a variety of reasons, some of which include homesickness, relationship concerns, anxiety, and depression. At your first appointment, you will work with a therapist to create a plan that will connect you with resources that best fit your needs. They assist students with getting connected to therapy at their Center as well as connecting students to self-help resources, other on-campus resources, and community-based resources. All Ball State students also have access to several on-demand, self-help resources through a variety of different platforms. All of these resources, including a direct link to their website, can be found here. 285-1111, www.bsu.edu/police

Basic Needs Hub
If you are having difficulty affording enough food, do not have a safe and reliable place to sleep, and/or experiencing an emergency or crisis, help is available through the Basic Needs Hub. The Basic Needs Hub has information, resources, and provides individualized support to students.  To talk with a supportive staff member about your experience, receive one on one assistance, or learn more about resources, you can submit a Basic Needs Assistance Form.

Statement on Diversity
Ball State University aspires to be a university that attracts and retains a diverse faculty, staff, and student body. We are committed to ensuring that all members of the community are welcome, through valuing the various experiences and worldviews represented at Ball State and among those we serve. We promote a culture of respect and civil discourse as expressed in our Beneficence Pledge and through university resources found here.

The Learning Center
· The Learning Center offers free tutoring for many courses. We also provide writing and study skills tutoring.  
· Students can make appointments for virtual (Zoom) or in-person (NQ 350) appointments. 
· Students can begin making appointments on Monday, August 24, 2026. 
· To make an appointment, visit my.bsu.edu and click on “Navigate” in the Additional Tools section, or just go directly to https://bsu.navigate.eab.com. You can also download the Navigate Student app. 
· The Learning Center also has drop-in tutoring (no appointment necessary) for math, chemistry, and biology. Check our website for more information. 
· Testing accommodations for students with disabilities are available for students who have received the appropriate documentation from Disability Services. Tests may be administered in the Learning Center. 
· For more information about all of our programming, visit bsu.edu/learningcenter or call 765-285-1006. Email us at learncenter@bsu.edu.  Follow us on Instagram and Twitter: BallStateLC

Writing Center Information
Want extra feedback on your papers?  The Writing Center is a community of Ball State students who value writing. Come and collaborate with one of our trained peer tutors on any project for any major. The Writing Center is a comfortable, supportive environment for writers from all communities and backgrounds.  It is located in Robert Bell 291. We have both online and face-to-face appointments. To make an appointment go to www.ballstate.mywconline.com


Canvas Technical Assistance
If you have technical questions, Canvas Help has a wide variety of resources available by clicking on the “Help(?)” option on the Canvas home menu. You can contact Ball State's Help Desk - the Help Desk staff has put together many how-to video clips in its Tech Clips section that can guide you through many of the most common questions. The Help Desk can be contacted at 765-285-1517 or via the web at http://www.bsu.edu/helpdesk

Copyright Information on Course Materials
Students may not reproduce, distribute or publicly post their course materials without my permission. Students selling or distributing course materials or posting exams (e.g., quizlet.com) may violate the Ball State Code of Conduct and/or the Information Technology Users' Privileges and Responsibilities policy. Students violating this policy may be referred directly to Dr. Mike Gillilan in the Office of Student Rights and Community Standards.

[bookmark: _Hlk238387518]Course Withdrawal
There is only one withdrawal period. It extends from the 6th through the 45th day of classes during a fall or spring semester. See important dates. For fall and spring semesters, a student has the entire first week of courses to drop a course with no penalty. This is done through “Add/Drop/Registration” from the website www.bsu.edu/student services. After the first week, a student can withdraw from a course with a grade of “W” up until the decided upon withdrawal date. This can be accomplished by completing a Withdrawal form and turning it in to the Registrar located in Lucina Hall. After this withdrawal date a student may only withdraw and receive a grade of “W” (instead of an “F”) if they are confirmed to have proper extenuating circumstances

What is the Process for Late Course Withdrawal?
Missing the deadline to withdraw, poor performance, and/or failing the class are not acceptable reasons to request a late withdrawal. In compliance with University policy, late withdrawals are only considered based on a VERIFIABLE, EXTENUATING CIRCUMSTANCE. Requesting a late withdrawal must be verified through documentation, however, providing documentation is not a guarantee that a student’s request for late withdrawal will be granted. Students should not assume that late withdrawal requests will be approved. Students should continue to attend class, submit assignments, utilize campus resources, and consider alternatives until they are notified of the status of their withdrawal request. 
Verifiable extenuating circumstance is defined as an occurrence or event that is not under the control of a student. Examples of such occurrences and recommended supporting documentation include: serious medical condition/illness, family death (obituary/death certificate or letter from counselor – both should indicate date and relationship to the deceased), military orders (copy of official orders), etc. A personal statement should also be included regarding the circumstances that prohibited successful completion of the course and why the published withdrawal deadline was missed. Requests for late withdrawal from a course and supporting documentation must be submitted by the last day of classes of the semester of enrollment. 

Plagiarism Detection 
The campus subscribes to Turnitin, a plagiarism prevention service, through Canvas. You may need to submit written assignments to Turnitin. Student work will be used for plagiarism detection and for no other purpose. The student may indicate in writing to the instructor that he/she refuses to participate in the plagiarism detection process, in which case the instructor can use other electronic means to verify the originality of their work.


University Grade Appeal Policy
If you believe you received a final course grade that does not reflect your performance due to fairness or a procedural issue, you have the right to file an appeal within 5 school days after final grades are posted by the Office of the Registrar. Review the University Grade Appeal Policy and Process.

Freedom of Expression
In this course, we are committed to fostering a learning environment that values intellectual diversity, encourages free expression, and promotes open inquiry. As members of the Ball State Community, we treat each person in the Ball State community with civility, courtesy, compassion, and dignity and respect and learn from differences in people, ideas, and opinions. Please review Ball State University’s Statement on Freedom of Expression, the resources on Ball State’s Freedom of Expression webpage, and Ball State’s Beneficence Pledge. 

Pregnancy and Related Conditions 
Ball State University provides reasonable modifications for students affected by pregnancy, childbirth, or related medical conditions. Students seeking academic, housing, or other modifications are encouraged to contact the Title IX Office as early as possible to discuss available options and support. For assistance, contact the Title IX Office at 765-285-1545 or titleix@bsu.edu.

[bookmark: _Hlk238389178]Final Examination Schedule  
Any deviation from the final examination schedule requires the approval of the School Chair, EXCEPT in cases where students have 2 exams at the same hour and/or more than two exams in one day.  The course instructor will reschedule final exams in accordance with University guidelines for those students with two exams at the same hour, and/or more than two exams in one day. The final exam for this class is scheduled for.
Final Exam: Thursday-Dec 10th, Time: 7:30am


PROPOSED SCHEDULE
EMERGENCY MEDICAL RESPONDER
AQUA 260.1 MONDAY-WEDNESDAY
STAMM – FALL 2026

Please note, this is a ROUGH estimate of what we can cover each day.  I may be slightly ahead or behind depending on how long it takes to practice skills.  Schedule may be adjusted from time to time, but you will always know what is expected for the next class meeting.


	Week
	Topic/Assignments

	1
8/24-8/28
	Course Orientation
Lecture:  Chapter 1 EMS Systems
Lecture:  Chapter 2 Workforce Safety and Wellness

	2
8/31-9/4
	Lecture:  Chapter 6 The Human Body 
Lecture:  Chapter 4 Medical, Legal, and Ethical Issues
Lecture:  Chapter 5 Communication and Documentation

	3
9/7-9/11
	Lecture:  Chapter 9 Patient Assessment
Bring gloves-
Skills:  Primary Assessment on manikin & partner 
Breathing Assessment/Vital Signs and Recovery Position 
Physical Exam Skill #1, in groups of 3

	4
9/14-9/18
	Lecture:  Chapter 7 Airway Management
Lecture:  Chapter 8 Professional Rescuer CPR
Bring Pocket Mask & gloves. [Please bring these items each day until we are done with CPR skills]
Skills: Using a Pocket Mask/Rescue Breathing (Adult, Child & Infant)
Skills: Bag Valve Mask
Skills:  Cardiopulmonary Resuscitation (CPR) (Adult, Child & Infant)
Skills:  Bag Valve Mask use; Two person CPR (Adult, Child & Infant)

	5
9/21- 9/25
	Lecture:  Chapter 7 Airway Management
Lecture:  Chapter 8 Professional Rescuer CPR
Bring Pocket Mask & gloves. [Please bring these items each day until we are done with CPR skills]
Review Skills: Using a Pocket Mask/Rescue Breathing (Adult, Child & Infant)
Review Skills: Bag Valve Mask
Review Skills: Cardiopulmonary Resuscitation (CPR) (Adult, Child & Infant)
Review Skills: Bag Valve Mask use; Two person CPR (Adult, Child & Infant)
New Skills:  Conscious choking and Unconscious Choking

	6
9/28-10/2
	Lecture: Chapter 8 Automated External Defibrillators (AEDs)
Skills: Performing Automated External Defibrillators
Lecture: Chapter 7 Oxygen Administration
Skills:  Assemble Oxygen Cylinders
Skills:  Suctioning, Oral & Nasal Airway Insertion
Skills:  Skills Practice

	7
10/5-10/9
	CPR Skills Testing


	8
10/12-10/16
	Fall Break
Lecture:  Chapter 10 Medical Emergencies

	9
10/19-10/23
	Basic Life Support Exam 50 QUESTIONS
Lecture:  Chapter 11 Poisoning and Substance Abuse
Lecture:  Chapter 12 Behavioral Emergencies

	10
10/26-10/30
	Lecture:  Chapter 13 Environmental Emergencies
Lecture:  Chapter 14 Bleeding, shock, and Soft-Tissue Injuries
Skills:  Controlling Bleeding
Skills:  Shock Position

	11
11/2-11/6
	Lecture:  Chapter 15 Injuries to Muscles and Bones
Lecture:  Chapter 3 Lifting and Moving Patients
Skills:  Immobilizing Extremities
Skills:  Assessing Head and Spinal Injuries
Skills:  Rolling the Victim with Spinal Injuries

	12
11/9-11/13
	Lecture:  Chapter 16 Childbirth
Lecture:  Chapter 17 Pediatric Emergencies

	13
11/16-11/20

	Lecture:  Chapter 18 Geriatric Emergencies
Thanksgiving Break

	14
11/23-11/27
	Lecture:  Chapter 19 Transport Operations
Lecture:  Chapter 20 Vehicle Extrication and Special Rescue

	15
11/30-12/4
	Lecture:  Chapter 21 Incident Management
Lecture:  Course Wrap up & review

	12/7
	Emergency Medical Responder Exam	50 QUESTIONS






