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Fall 2025 Syllabus 
Principles of Estate Planning 

BL367 
 

Professor:   Stacey Lucich    E-Mail:    stacey.lucich@bsu.edu 
Office:    WB 352      
 
Office Hours: MWF 1pm-2pm, 3pm-4pm, and by appointment 
   
Course Description  

An introduction to problems associated with planning of financial resources during working life, 
retirement, and after the death of the principal income producer. Included are techniques for fact 
gathering, tax principles, use of trusts, and will drafting.   
 
Course Objectives: 
The objective of this course is to introduce students to legal aspects of estate planning. In particular, we 
will cover the following main areas:  
 
1. An introduction to the law of intestate succession 
2. An introduction to the law of estate administration  
3. An introduction to the law of wills 
4. An introduction to the law of non-probate transfers  
5. An introduction to disability and death planning   
6. An introduction to the law of trusts  
 
Course Materials 

The required textbook for this course is Wills, Trusts, and Estates for Legal Assistants by Beyer and Hanft, 
5th or 6th Ed. 
 
I will use Canvas to post exams, homework, and other assignments for class, as well as important 
announcements.  Throughout the semester, I will use Canvas announcements to communicate 
important information and reminders with you.  You are responsible to make sure you are receiving 
Canvas announcements, so make sure your Canvas settings are set to immediately send 
announcements to your email.  To do this, go to your Canvas account, on the right-hand side select ‘View 
Course Notifications’, and under Announcement make sure the email notification is set to “notify 
immediately.” 
 
*Disclaimer*  

Please be advised that although I am a licensed attorney, I am not acting in such a capacity while 

instructing in BL367. No information presented during the class is being given as legal advice and should 

not be taken as such. If you are in need of legal advice, please consult with a licensed attorney in your 

jurisdiction. 
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Determination of Grade in Course 
 
The grade in the course will be based on exams, assignments, and class participation.  Grades will be calculated 
as follows:  
A   93%-100% A- 90%-92.9% 
B+   86%-89.9% B 83%-85.9% B-  80%-82.9% 
C+   76%-79.9% C 73%-75.9% C- 70%-72.9% 
D+   66%-69.9% D 63%-65.9% D- 60%-62.9% 
F    Below 60%      
 
Exams: 40% total 
 

• There will be three midterm exams and a non-comprehensive final exam (4 total), which will each be 

graded on a 100-point scale.  Each exam score will count for 10% of your grade. 
 

• Missed exams will count as zeros, and you will be able to make up exams only if you can verify that 
your missed exam was due to extreme circumstances.  Any appeal of a test grade must be made 
within two weeks of taking the test. 
 

• All exams will be taken online during the dates posted below using Respondus Monitor and LockDown 

Browser.  Information will be forthcoming on Canvas and in class detailing the procedures for taking 

your exams. 

Homework: 15% total 

• Homework assignments are to be completed through Canvas and must be completed by the assigned 
dates and times to receive credit.  These assignments are intended to demonstrate your basic 
understanding of the reading before topics are discussed in class.  Late homework assignments will 
not be accepted and extensions will not be given without verification of extreme circumstances.   
 

Quizzes: 5% total 

• Quizzes are to be completed through Canvas after every class and must be completed by the assigned 
dates and times to receive credit. The quizzes are intended to assess student understanding of the 
materials discussed in class.  Quizzes will not be reopened without verification of extreme 
circumstances. 
 

Discussions: 15% total 
 

• Each week you will be asked to post a response to an assigned question in the Canvas ‘Discussions’ 
page.  The discussions are intended to elicit your educated opinions on class topics.  Instructions may 
be found in the ‘Start Here’ module in Canvas. 
 

Project: 15% total 

• Throughout the semester you will be asked to complete various written assignments which will apply 
your estate planning knowledge in real-world scenarios.  Assignments will be posted on Canvas and 
explained in class throughout the semester.  Each project assignment will count for 5% of your grade. 
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Attendance: 10% total 

• Attendance is vital to learning the concepts we will cover this semester, so attendance will be 
mandatory.  You will begin the semester with 10 Attendance points.  Through the semester, you will 
be allowed 3 “free” unexcused absences.  After your 3rd unexcused absence, you will lose 1 
Attendance point for each unexcused absence, until you reach 0 points.  Students absent for extreme 
circumstances, illness, or for participation in university events should let me know as soon as possible 
(preferably before the class period), as such absences will be considered excused absences which will 
not count against you. 

 

“Extreme Circumstances” for extensions of assignments are limited to circumstances beyond your control, 
to be determined by me on a case-by-case basis.  They may include such issues as illness, accident, family 
emergency, and university activities.  They do NOT include poor time-management or forgetting the due 
date.  Please make sure you are aware of your due dates and plan accordingly!   

If you are unsure whether your issues qualify, please contact me as soon as possible if you miss an 
assignment.  Do not wait until the end of the semester to discuss make-up work. 
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Semester Schedule 
Please note: This syllabus is tentative and subject to change. 

Week Dates Topic Activities 

1 Aug 18 - 24 EP Introduction & Overview;  
Client Intake 

Read Chapter 1 

2 Aug 25 – 31 Disability & End-of-Life Planning; 
Statutes & Drafting 

Read Chapter 25, complete 
homework 

3 Sept 1 - 7 Intestate Succession -- Descent & 
Distribution 

Labor Day off; Read Chapter 2, 
complete homework 

4 Sept 8 - 14 Treatment of Potential Heirs; 
Intestate Issues 

Read Chapters 3 and 4, complete 
homework 

5 Sept 15 – 21 Estate Administration; Probate 
Statutes 

Read Chapter 12, complete 
homework 

 EXAM 1 Chapters 1-4, 12, 25 Take online Sept 19 – 21 

6 Sept 22 - 28 Wills – Requirements  Read Chapter 5, complete homework  

7 Sept 29 – Oct 
5 

Wills - Property and Persons  Read Chapters 6 and 7, complete 
homework  

8 Oct 6 - 12 Revocation; Interpretation and 
Construction  

Fall Break off; Read Chapters 8 and 9, 
complete homework  

 EXAM 2 Chapters 5-9 Take online Oct 10 – 12 

9 Oct 13 – 19 Will Contests; Will Drafting; Non-
probate Transfers 

Dialogue Days off; Read Chapters 10 
and 13, complete homework 

10 Oct 20 – 26 Inter Vivos Transfers; Property Co-
ownership 

Read Chapters 14 and 15, complete 
homework 

11 Oct 27 – Nov 2 Multi-Party Accts; Contracts; 
Business Succession 

Read Chapters 16, and 17, complete 
homework 

 EXAM 3 Chapters 10, 13–17 Take online Oct 31 – Nov 2 

12 Nov 3 – 9 Intro to Trusts; Trust Creation Read Chapters 18 and 19, complete 
homework 

13 Nov 10 – 16 Trust Administration Read Chapter 20, complete 
homework 

14 Nov 17 – 23 Trust Enforcement Read Chapter 21, complete 
homework 

15 Nov 24 – 30 Special Estate Planning 
Considerations 

Thanksgiving off 

16 Dec 1 - 7 Wealth Transfer Taxation  Read Chapter 24, complete 
homework 

17 Dec 8 Final Exam Review  

 FINAL EXAM Chapters 18-21, 24 Take online Dec 9 – 12 
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Freedom of Expression 

In this course, we are committed to fostering a learning environment that values intellectual diversity, 

encourages free expression, and promotes open inquiry. As members of the Ball State Community, we 

treat each person in the Ball State community with civility, courtesy, compassion, and dignity and respect 

and learn from differences in people, ideas, and opinions. Please review Ball State University’s Statement 

on Freedom of Expression, the resources on Ball State’s Freedom of Expression webpage, and Ball State’s 

Beneficence Pledge. 

Disability Accommodations 
We are committed to ensuring that all members of the community are welcome, through valuing the 

various experiences and worldviews represented at Ball State and among those we serve. We promote a 

culture of respect and civil discourse. If you need course adaptations or accommodations because of a 

disability, please contact me as soon as possible. Ball State's Disability Services Office coordinates services 

for students with disabilities; documentation of a disability needs to be on file in that office before any 

accommodations can be provided. Disability Services can be contacted at 765-285-5293 or dsd@bsu.edu. 

 

Ball State First Day 

This course is part of our course material delivery program, Ball State First Day. The bookstore will provide 

each student with a convenient package containing all required physical books and any digital materials 

will be integrated into Canvas for this course. 

 

You should have received an email from the bookstore confirming materials provided for each of your 

courses and asking you to select how you would like to receive any printed components (in-store pick up 

or home delivery). If you haven't done so already, please confirm your fulfillment preference so the 

bookstore can prepare your materials. Students who do not want to participate in the First Day program 

may choose to opt out. 

 

 To access your digital materials within Canvas: 

Delivery Method Direction 

eBook Select the “Course Materials” link 

Courseware – SSO Partner Integration Select the “Course Materials” link 

Courseware – Access Code Reveal Reveal the access code in the “Course Materials” 

link and redeem the code at the link provided on 

that page, 

or in the publisher’s integration in Canvas 

Courseware – Publisher Direct Select the publisher’s link in your course 

 

  

https://www.bsu.edu/about/freedom-of-expression/freedom-of-expression-statement
https://www.bsu.edu/about/freedom-of-expression/freedom-of-expression-statement
https://www.bsu.edu/about/freedom-of-expression/faculty-toolkit
https://www.bsu.edu/about/beneficence
https://www.bsu.edu/about/beneficence
https://www.bsu.edu/about/administrativeoffices/disability-services
mailto:dsd@bsu.edu
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Student Academic Ethics Policy 

Honesty, trust, and personal responsibility are fundamental attributes of the university community. 

Academic dishonesty and other forms of academic misconduct threaten the foundation of an institution 

dedicated to the pursuit of knowledge and will not be tolerated. To maintain its credibility and reputation, 

and to equitably assign evaluations of scholastic and creative performance, Ball State University is 

committed to maintaining a climate that upholds and values the highest standards of academic integrity. 

Visit the VPAA’s academic integrity website (Students tab) for resources on understanding academic 

integrity, citing sources properly, and avoiding inadvertent academic dishonesty. To learn about BSU’s 

academic integrity expectations and students’ rights, please read the University Student Academic Ethics 

Policy.  

 

Academic integrity violations include giving or receiving an unfair academic advantage (cheating), 

presenting someone else’s ideas or work as your own (plagiarism), and falsifying academic records. Unless 

otherwise indicated, you must work independently by yourself. Check with me if you are unsure whether 

something constitutes academic dishonesty. Examples of academic integrity violations include but are not 

limited to:   

• Using resources not authorized by the faculty member (including devices, AI tools, hidden notes, 

and open books).  

• Using commercial study websites to find answers to graded assignments (Chegg, Course Hero, 

StudyPool, OneClass, etc.).  

• Without the instructor’s written permission, giving away, buying, or selling graded assignments 

class notes, exams, study guides, or other course materials to other students or to third-party 

vendors (Course Hero, Chegg, 24HourAnswers, etc.). 

• Working with another person on any assignment other than authorized group projects.  

• Sharing or allowing others to access your files, whether done with permission or not.  

• Reusing your own work from another semester, course, or section.  

• Sharing answers with others during exams (passing notes, texting, whispering, gesturing).  

• Discussing exam questions and answers with students who have not taken the exam.  

• Soliciting others to complete work for you. 

 

Basic Needs 

If you are having difficulty affording enough food, do not have a safe and reliable place to sleep, 

and/or experiencing an emergency or crisis, help is available through the Basic Needs Hub.  The Basic 

Needs Hub has information, resources, and provides individualized support to students.  To talk with a 

supportive staff member about your experience, receive one on one assistance, or learn more about 

resources, you can submit a Basic Needs Assistance Form.  

The Counseling Center  

The Ball State University Counseling Center offers free and confidential services to all students. The 

Counseling Center is located in Lucina Hall, Room 320. To schedule an appointment, you can contact us 

at 765-285-1736. Ball State also offers a 24/7 Crisis Line, which can be reached at 765-285-HOPE (4673).  

https://www.bsu.edu/about/administrativeoffices/vice-provost/student-services/academic-integrity
https://www.bsu.edu/about/administrativeoffices/vice-provost/student-services/academic-integrity
https://www.bsu.edu/about/administrativeoffices/vice-provost/student-services/academic-integrity
https://www.bsu.edu/about/administrativeoffices/dean-of-students/basic-needs-hub
https://cm.maxient.com/reportingform.php?BallStateUniv&layout_id=30
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The Crisis Line is a mental health resource for those who are struggling with any mental health concerns, 

including thoughts of self-harm and/or suicide.  

 

At the Ball State Counseling Center, we see students for a variety of reasons, some of which include 

homesickness, relationship concerns, anxiety, and depression. At your first appointment, you will work 

with a therapist to create a plan that will connect you with resources that best fit your needs. We assist 

students with getting connected to therapy at our Center as well as connecting students to self-help 

resources, other on-campus resources, and community-based resources. All Ball State students also have 

access to several on-demand, self-help resources through a variety of different platforms. All of these 

resources, including a direct link to our website, can be found here. 

The Learning Center 

The Learning Center offers free Tutoring and Academic Coaching for many courses at Ball State. Students 

can make appointments for online (Zoom) or in-person (NQ 350) appointments. To make an appointment, 

visit myballstate.bsu.edu and click on “Navigate” in the Academic Tools section, or just go directly to 

bsu.navigate.eab.com.  

Testing accommodations for students with disabilities are available for students who have received the 

appropriate documentation from Disability Services. Tests may be administered in the Learning Center.    

Supplemental Instruction is available in select courses. If you have an SI leader for your course, that person 

will provide students with information the first week of school regarding weekly study sessions. For more 

information about Learning Center programming, visit bsu.edu/learningcenter or call 765-285-1006. 

Follow us on Instagram: BallStateLC.  

 

Other Classroom Policies 

• Please come to class early and be prepared to begin on time.  This means arriving before the class is 
scheduled to begin so that we may start on time. 

• Civil behavior and speech are required in this class.  We may at times discuss contentious subjects, 
and all students should be encouraged to participate without judgment or ridicule.  Failure to abide 
by this rule may result in expulsion from the class. 

• Cell phones should be turned off or on silent during class.  Ringing phones belong to me for the 
remainder of each class period. 

• The best way to get ahold of me is by email or by stopping by my office hours.  I will check my email 
as much as possible during the hours of 9am to 5pm during the weekdays, but I make no guarantees 
about reading or responding to emails sent later at night or over the weekend. 

 

 

 

https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flinktr.ee%2Fbsucc&data=05%7C02%7Clnlittleford%40bsu.edu%7C9446864a89af4aac59a408dd1f8771fd%7C6fff909f07dc40da9e30fd7549c0f494%7C0%7C0%7C638701388764876009%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=KCp67wp6xCWyxXTkY73wRltLjNY2m5b8xChtpZqPToY%3D&reserved=0
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fbsu.navigate.eab.com%2F&data=05%7C01%7Ccmills%40bsu.edu%7Cf76d9352c14f42abf4ee08da382a4b45%7C6fff909f07dc40da9e30fd7549c0f494%7C0%7C0%7C637884051551163037%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=C%2FQWGD5e5nj2EjJVe%2B9I7WLVIm08mw2L0Fp5nP9ePdE%3D&reserved=0
https://www.bsu.edu/academics/collegesanddepartments/universitycollege/learningcenter
https://www.instagram.com/ballstatelc/
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Keys to learning:   

• Attend class regularly and/or view recorded lectures (if any) as soon as possible.  Everything assigned in 
the text and discussed in class if fair game for exams, so don’t let yourself fall behind. 

• Read the chapter before class.  This will help you understand the lecture material and aid you with your 
homework. 

• Arrive at class on time and prepared to learn and take good notes.  Please don’t rely solely on the 
book – you will want to focus on those areas that I emphasize in class. 

• If you encounter difficulty with the course material, you are strongly encouraged to seek help!  Visit my 
office hours or set up an appointment. 

 
 
CFP Topics (2025) 
G.54 Property titling and beneficiary designations 

G.55 Strategies to transfer property 

G.56 Estate and incapacity planning documents 

G.57 Gift, estate, and GST tax compliance and calculation 

G.58 Sources for estate liquidity 

G.59 Types, features, and taxation of trusts 

G.60 Marital deduction 

G.61 Intra-family and other business transfer techniques 

G.62 Postmortem estate planning techniques 

G.63 Planning for divorce, unmarried couples and other special circumstances 

G.64 Planning for special needs and circumstances 

E.36 Fundamental and current tax law 

E.37 Income tax fundamentals and calculations 

E.38 Characteristics and income taxation of business entities 

E.39 Income taxation of trusts and estates 

E.40 Tax reduction/management techniques 

E.41 Tax consequences of property transactions 

E.42 Tax implications of special circumstances 

E.43 Charitable/philanthropic contributions and deductions 

 

 

Assurance of Learning 
The Miller College of Business is committed to ensuring that every student graduating with a business 
degree is competent in five areas that are crucial to success in business. These learning goals can be easily 
remembered with the acronym C-KITE (Communication, Knowledge, Integration, Technology, and Ethics). 
 
Communication: Miller College Graduates will be able to communicate appropriately in a professional 
context. Specifically, they will be 

· Effective oral communicators who can: organize a presentation; use transitions; avoid verbal 
pauses; maintain audience interest; use eye contact, body language, and use visual aids effectively 
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· Effective written communicators who can: introduce the main idea; provide closure consistent 
to the main idea; use content to support the main idea; use transitions and emphases; maintain 
connections between ideas; use organizational structure effectively (paragraphs, flow); 
effectively use diction and conventions; and avoid spelling and grammatical errors 

Knowledge: Miller College Graduates will demonstrate basic knowledge in 

· Operations 
· Marketing 
· Finance 
· Management 
· Accounting 
· Economics 

Integration: Miller College Graduates will be able to integrate business knowledge in decision making. 
They will be able to 

· Identify issues confronting the organization 
· Synthesize and analyze available information 
· Draw well-reasoned inferences and judgments for courses of action 
· Design a plan for implementing the course of action 

Technology: Miller College Graduates will be able to obtain, manage and communicate data effectively. 
They will be able to 

· Analyze data for information to support decision-making using technology 
· Identify common data security risks and safeguards 
· Use common cloud technologies to collaborate on projects effectively 

Ethics: Miller College Graduates will be able to recognize and resolve ethical dilemmas. They will 
demonstrate an ability to 

· Identify an ethical dilemma in a business situation 
· Identify relevant stakeholders 
· Assess potential consequences to the stakeholders 
· Recognize the importance of making ethical decisions 

In this class, you will demonstrate: 
 

Communication, by providing written responses to weekly discussion topics. 
Knowledge, by proving mastery of estate planning law in homework, quizzes, and exams. 
Integration, by applying estate planning knowledge to real-world scenarios. 
Technology, by utilizing drafting software to create estate planning documents. 
Ethics, by evaluating ethical considerations for estate fiduciaries and practitioners. 
 


