Ball State University Department of Economics
ECON299X Should I Stay or Should I Go? Civil Discourse and the Economics of Migration
MWF 12:00 – 12:50, Room: WB302
Syllabus (subject to amendment by consensus)
Professor:  Nathanael Snow                                 
E-mail: ndsnow@bsu.edu
Office Hours: MWF 3:00 - 5:00.                         
Whitinger #133 (by appointment).
COURSE DESCRIPTION
This course introduces students to the economic concerns of human migration across international borders. Students will learn the economic way of thinking: comparing the opportunity costs of alternative migration policies. Students explore how government policies affect new migrants, existing citizens, and people who do not migrate. Students also learn tools for civil discourse over contentious public issues. Topics include the various reasons and incentives to migrate, the institutions and laws governing migration policy, the process for migrating under existing laws, and the ways migration policy influences all residents of America.
COURSE RATIONALE
Citizens and members of the global economy should understand how public policy influences business, economic growth, and social engagement. This course allows students to interrogate how migration policy is developed, how it impacts communities, and how it relates to other shared goals in society. The economic principles and concepts explored are valuable to students personally and professionally. This course contributes to the ability of students to recognizing our interdependence with others in our society and around the world, and helps students to appreciate the varied cultural voices and experiences that shape our society, markets, politics, and world.
This course also fosters student-directed discovery through high-impact learning opportunities including research on the consequences to changes in migration policy, immersive learning through engagement directly with individuals affected by migration policy, learning their perspectives, and practicing sharing their perspectives with others, practice engaging in civil discourse with people from diverse perspectives, and filed trips to observe first hand some consequences of migration policy.
ECON 299X is open to all majors, free of prerequisites, and included in the core transfer library. This course is offered Spring semester.
COURSE OBJECTIVES
1. Demonstrate basic literacy in social science research methods as applied to the study of migration policy
2. Evaluate evidence of the opportunity costs facing each set of people affected by alternative migration policy regimes and likely responses of groups to changes in incentives
3. Recognize how migration policy affects many diverse social groups along multiple margins
4. Students will explain the perspectives of people from different walks of life affected by migration policy
5. Students will develop conclusions about the tradeoffs involved in different policy regimes regarding migration policy and will employ the tools of economics and one other field of study of their choice
6. Practice engaging in civil discourse from other perspectives over a contentious policy issue.
Outline:
1. Civil Discourse
1. Foundations of Civil Discourse
2. Three Languages of Politics
3. Ideological Turing Tests
4. How to Talk, Whately’s Tools for Correction of Party-Spirit
2. Economics
1. Specialization and Trade
2. Opportunity Cost, Incentives
3. Thinking at the Margin
4. Institutions Matter: Property and Contract
5. GDP, Growth, Employment, Wages
6. Price controls and quotas
3. Immigration
1. Push and pull incentives
2. Transactions costs, crossing the line
3. Should I Stay or Should I Go?
4. Migration Law, past and present
5. The process and its holdups
6. Alternatives: How far to open the door?
7. Costs and benefits: Net consequences
8. Surveillance
4. Stories
1. The migrant
2. The resident
3. The wall-builder
4. The employer
5. The politician
6. The unemployed
7. The social worker
8. The ICE officer
9. The lawyer
10. The entrepreneur
11. The homeowner / landlord
COURSE FORMAT
Methods of instruction may include: Class discussion, in class activities, instructor lecture, online activities, guest speakers, field trips, independent and team research, course projects
METHODS OF EVALUATING STUDENT LEARNING
Methods of evaluating student learning may include: Essays, individual and group projects, knowledge exams, knowledge quizzes, objective aligned class assignments, oral presentations, reaction papers.
Required Materials:
You can buy these books as part of BSU First DayLinks to an external site., or you can opt out of First Day and buy them directly.
Primary Course Texts:
· Bryan Caplan and Zach Weinersmith Open Borders: The Science and Ethics of Immigration (2019) First Second
https://a.co/d/hqnEKsvLinks to an external site.
· Ran Abramitzky and Leah Boustan Streets of Gold: America's Untold Story of Immigrant Success (2022) Public Affairs
Supplemental Course Text (required):
· Additional Readings. There will be many supplemental readings throughout the semester. Check Canvas regularly for updates to required readings.
ECON MAJORS
This section only applies to Econ majors who plan to apply this course as a 300-level elective.
You will be required to read one additional book and at least one academic research paper for this course. You will present the concepts from the research paper to the class on an assigned day. You will write a review of the book. Other work may be assigned.
Back to Everyone
You MAY SHARE BOOKS with classmates, but NOT ACHIEVE CODES!
Course Time Commitment: 9 hours per week.
It is expected that students will spend approximately 2 hours of study time outside of class for every one hour in class. Since this is a 3-unit class, you should expect to study an average of 6 hours outside of class each week. That commitment should be sufficient to pass the course.
Those who aspire to higher grades should anticipate more study time.
Course Participation Policy
Students are expected to participate in every class session. This includes start-of-class quizzes, presentations, discussion, and asking questions during lecture. Attendance will be recorded and will affect your grade.
Course Objectives: Upon successful completion of this course, students should be able to do the following:
1. Explain
MEANS OF ASSESSMENT (1000 points total)
Exams (350 points)
Midterm: Week 8, Friday, February 27, in class 11 am; multiple-choice, graphs, and short-answer questions including some on supplemental readings – 150 points
Final Exam: Finals Week, Thursday, April 30, 9:45 - 11:45; multiple-choice, graphs, and short-answer questions including some on supplemental readings – 200 points
Short Assignments (200 points)
Weekly quizzes on readings, open notes, plus points for short Canvas assignments.
Short Projects (200 points) 
Extra Credit
There will be occasional opportunities for extra credit.
Grading Scale
Grades will be based upon points earned in completing course assignments (see above for point values for each assignment).  The points-based grading scale that equates to the above point values will be as follows:
	A
	930-1000 points
	(93-100%)

	A-
	900-929 points    
	(90-92.9%)

	B+
	870-899 points
	(87-89.9%)

	B
	830-869 points
	(83-86.9%)

	B-
	800-829 points 
	(80-82.9%)

	C+
	770-799 points
	(77-79.9%)

	C
	730-769 points
	(73-76.9%)

	C-
	700-729 points
	(70-72.9%)

	D+
	670-699 points
	(67-69.9%)

	D
	600-669 points
	(60-66.9%)

	F
	less than 600 points
	(59.9% and below)


Email Format
In any email communication, please include in the subject heading the course number that you are enrolled in. Make it easy for me to find your email among the thousands I get each week.
For example: “Subject: ECON299XS26, Need help with hw assignment 4, question 6”
File Submission Protocol:
All submitted files should include your name and course information, including section number, in the body of the document.
Additionally, all files should be saved using the required protocol. "ECON299XS26_Assignment name_Last Name_First Initial"
5 points will be deducted from any deviation from this protocol.
Late Work
Any assignments turned in after the scheduled due date will lose points per day according to the following schedule: 1 day—10 points, 2 days—25 points, 3 days—45 points, 4 days—70 points, more than 4 days—no credit. (Can you explain the marginal principle in this rule?)
MISSED EXAMS WILL NOT BE MADE UP. Special exceptions will be granted ONLY for excused absences resulting from severe illness (i.e., hospitalization) or by special request from a sponsoring professor.
 
Course Policies
Mobile device policy
Do not allow your use of technology to become a distraction to others.
Students may bring a device to record lectures, and are encouraged to do so. Hearing an idea for a second time embeds it much deeper into one’s memory. Also, you can repeat difficult parts as many times as necessary, and identify what parts you are not understanding better to bring to me for clarification.
University Statement
We are committed to ensuring that all members of the community are welcome, through valuing the various experiences and worldviews represented at Ball State and among those we serve. We promote a culture of respect and civil discourse. If you need course adaptations or accommodations because of a disability, please contact the instructor of record as soon as possible. Ball State's Disability Services OfficeLinks to an external site. coordinates services for students with disabilities; documentation of a disability needs to be on file in that office before any accommodations can be provided. Disability Services can be contacted at 765-2855293 or dsd@bsu.edu. 
Freedom of Expression  
In this course, we are committed to fostering a learning environment that values intellectual diversity, encourages free expression, and promotes open inquiry. As members of the Ball State Community, we treat each person in the Ball State community with civility, courtesy, compassion, and dignity and respect and learn from differences in people, ideas, and opinions. Please review Ball State University’s Statement on Freedom of ExpressionLinks to an external site., the resources on Ball State’s Freedom of Expression webpageLinks to an external site., and Ball State’s Beneficence PledgeLinks to an external site.. 
Proctoring
This course will require the use of the Respondus LockDown Browser and Monitor for online exams. Watch this short videoLinks to an external site. to get a basic understanding of LockDown Browser and the optional webcam feature (which may be required for some exams.) Instructions for obtaining the software can be found in our course.
Assurance of Learning
The Miller College of Business is committed to ensuring that every student graduating with a business degree is competent in five areas that are crucial to success in business. These learning goals can be easily remembered with the acronym C-KITE (Communication, Knowledge, Integration, Technology, and Ethics).
Communication: Miller College Graduates will be able to communicate appropriately in a professional context. Specifically, they will be
· Effective oral communicators who can: organize a presentation; use transitions; avoid verbal pauses; maintain audience interest; use eye contact, body language, and use visual aids effectively
· Effective written communicators who can: introduce the main idea; provide closure consistent to the main idea; use content to support the main idea; use transitions and emphases; maintain connections between ideas; use organizational structure effectively (paragraphs, flow); effectively use diction and conventions; and avoid spelling and grammatical errors
Knowledge: Miller College Graduates will demonstrate basic knowledge in
· Operations
· Marketing
· Finance
· Management
· Accounting
· Economics
Integration: Miller College Graduates will be able to integrate business knowledge in decision making. They will be able to
· Identify issues confronting the organization
· Synthesize and analyze available information
· Draw well-reasoned inferences and judgments for courses of action
· Design a plan for implementing the course of action
Technology: Miller College Graduates will be able to obtain, manage and communicate data effectively. They will be able to
· Analyze data for information to support decision-making using technology
· Identify common data security risks and safeguards
· Use common cloud technologies to collaborate on projects effectively
Ethics: Miller College Graduates will be able to recognize and resolve ethical dilemmas. They will demonstrate an ability to
· Identify an ethical dilemma in a business situation
· Identify relevant stakeholders
· Assess potential consequences to the stakeholders
· Recognize the importance of making ethical decisions
In this class, you will demonstrate
· Communication, by writing assignments and by oral presentations and discussions
· Knowledge, by recognizing incentive structures using tools from economics
· Integration, by drawing inferences about costs and benefits of a policy change
· Technology, to analyze data and to produce audio and video projects
· Ethics, by identifying the many individuals affected by policies and social structures and the potential opportunity costs of alternative policy regimes.
This course adopts the following best practices for general education:
· Project-based and experiential learning. The final assessment is a mock civic dialogue among students each representing the perspective of one of several guest speakers to the course. The guests will represent a wide variety of life experiences impacted by migration policy. The sorts of people invited include those listed in the “stories” portion of the syllabus. Students have to accurately represent the assigned perspective, and have to engage in the discourse in a civil manner.
· High-Impact Practices (HIPs) This course will jelp students explore cultures, life experiences, and worldviews different from their own. Migration policy touches on U.S. diversity, the push and pull forces on individuals from other world cultures, shapes the racial and ethnic composition of the US population, can influence gender inequality, and directly impacts struggles around the globe for human rights, freedom, power, and human flourishing.
· Connections between course activities and assignments and career-readiness. Students will learn how to legally hire migrant workers, how a variety of occupations interface with migrants.
· Opportunities for collaboration and feedback. Students collaborate on course activities including producing the mock dialog and other course products.
· Small class sizes. This course can work well with a class size around 25 students, but could be adjusted for larger or smaller sizes.
· Low or no-cost textbooks/resources. Most of the materials for this course will be readings posted to Canvas.
	Course SLO
	ICC SLO
	Planned Assessment

	Demonstrate basic literacy in social science research methods as applied to the study of migration policy
	Demonstrate basic literacy in social, behavioral, or historical research methods and analyses. (ICC SLO 5.3)
	SLO will be assessed through homework, quizzes, papers, and exams.

	Evaluate evidence of the opportunity costs facing each set of people affected by alternative migration policy regimes and likely responses of groups to changes in incentives
	Evaluate evidence supporting conclusions about the behavior of individuals, groups, institutions, or organizations. (ICC SLO 5.4)
	SLO will be assessed through reaction papers and research projects.

	Recognize how migration policy affects many diverse social groups along multiple margins
	Recognize the extent and impact of diversity among individuals, cultures, or societies in contemporary or historical contexts. (ICC SLO 5.5)
	SLO will be assessed through group projects including participating in mock civil discussions.


High Impact Practices Outcomes
	Course SLO
	HIP SLO
	Planned Assessment

	Students will explain the perspectives of people from different walks of life affected by migration policy
	Students will explain (a) new or different perspective(s) as a result of learning from or with diverse communities or cultures.
	Group project: Mock civic discussion about migration policy as described above. Written assessment: Materials prepared in advance of the mock discussion.

	Students will develop conclusions about the tradeoffs involved in different policy regimes regarding migration policy and will employ the tools of economics and one other field of study of their choice
	Students will create conclusions by combining examples, facts, or theories from more than one field of study or perspective.
	Written policy position paper synthesizing insights from economics and one other field of study.



