MATH 125 Section 5
12:00 — 12:50 in room RB 117
Quantitative Reasoning

Fall 2025
Instructor: Jonathan Cromer
Office: RB 322 Leave messages at: 285-8640
Office Hours: MWF 10 — 10:45am Email: jlcromer(@bsu.edu

Text and Materials:
o Our textis Viewing Life Mathematically: A Pathway to Quantitative Literacy, 2* ed, Denley, 2023, (Hawkes).

e A good scientific calculator is required. The TI-30XS MultiView is recommended. Cell phones and other
personal devices may not be used during class. Students will regularly need to bring laptops.

This course is part of our course material delivery program, Ball State First Day. The bookstore will provide each
student with a convenient package containing all required physical books and any digital materials will be integrated
into Canvas for this course. Students who do not want to participate in the First Day program may choose to opt out.

Course Description & Rationale: MATH 125 satisfies the university core curriculum requirement for mathematics.
This course covers aspects of personal finance, probability, and statistics. We will use a variety of fundamental
mathematical skills to analyze situations not typically covered in a traditional sequence of mathematics courses. We will
develop problem-solving skills enabling students to be capable and productive leaders and citizens.

Course Objectives & Learning Outcomes: Students are expected to master the manipulation of mathematical
symbols and gain a new perspective on mathematical thinking, with the hope that they will recognize situations where
these skills may be applied. These tools are used to provide a new way of looking at today’s world at a collegiate level.
Among other things, students will learn the following:

e How to extract useful mathematical information from data presented in numerical or graphical form.

e How to present data in graphs and tables to communicate information, both by hand and using technology.
e How to use technology to gain knowledge and solve real-world problems.

e How to interpret and draw conclusions from data, both for a single variable and for two variables.

e How to communicate effectively in writing, using proper English and correct mathematical terminology, in the
context of finances and statistics.

Class Structure: Class time will be primarily devoted to group work and guided problem solving. Complete academic
integrity is expected. Consistent and punctual attendance is essential and expected. Students should notify the
instructor once they anticipate being absent for any reason (e.g., funeral) or as soon as possible after the absence begins
(e.g., unexpected injury or illness). Documentation may be requested. More detail on BSU Attendance Policies can be
found here.

Hawkes Homework and Canvas Quizzes: Most work will be submitted through the online Hawkes system and
Canvas; all assignments will be graded. Assignments must be submitted by 8:00 am on the appropriate day. Hawkes
will assess a 10% penalty each “day” (every 24 hours) that the assignment is submitted late for the first four days.
Hawkes Certify assignments submitted after that will be worth 60% of their normal value. Quizzes will not be accepted
late, but the 2 lowest Canvas quizzes will be dropped.

Attendance and In-Class Assignments: Students are expected to attend all classes. In-class and group assignments
cannot be made up. However, the two lowest in-class assighments will be dropped. The Data Analysis project cannot

be dropped.


mailto:jlcromer@bsu.edu
https://www.bsu.edu/about/administrativeoffices/vice-provost/student-services/attendance-policies

Exams: There will be 3 exams. The third will be the final exam and will cover the Statistics Unit. The final exam is
Wednesday, December 10 from 12:00pm — 2:00pm in our normal classroom. Exams can be made up at the discretion
of the instructor and only if the student makes arrangements no later than the day of the exam.

Course Grade: Hawkes Certify homework assignments will contribute 20% of a student’s overall grade. Canvas
quizzes will account for 10%. In-class assignments, group work, additional assignments, and discussion boards will
account for 10%. Each of the 3 exams will contribute 20%. Students will earn a letter grade based on their course
percentage (x as a percentage) determined by the following standard scale:

Letter Grade Course Percentage Letter Grade Course Percentage
A 93 <«x C 73<x<77
A- 90 <x <93 C- 70<x<73
B+ 87 <x<90 D+ 67 <x<70
B 83 <x <87 D 63 <x <67
B- 80 <x<83 D- 60 < x <63
C+ 77 <x <80 F 0<x<60

Student Support Services: Students can benefit from free tutoring and coaching at the Learning Center (tutoring can
be done through virtual Zoom appointments or in-person appointments at NQ 350), writing practice and feedback at
the Writing Center, mental health assistance at the Counseling Center, and assistance with basic needs at the Basic
Needs Hub.

University Statement: We are committed to ensuring that all members of the community are welcome, through
valuing the various experiences and worldviews represented at Ball State and among those we serve. We promote a
culture of respect and civil discourse. If you need course adaptations or accommodations because of a disability, please
contact the instructor of record as soon as possible. Ball State's Disability Services office coordinates services for
students with disabilities; documentation of a disability needs to be on file in that office before any accommodations
can be provided. Disability Services can be contacted at 765-285-5293 or dsd@bsu.edu.

Freedom of Expression

In this course, we are committed to fostering a learning environment that values intellectual diversity, encourages free
expression, and promotes open inquiry. As members of the Ball State Community, we treat each person in the Ball State
community with civility, courtesy, compassion, and dignity and respect and learn from differences in people, ideas, and
opinions. Please review Ball State University’s Statement on Ireedom of Fixpression, the resources on Ball State’s
Freedom of Expression webpage, and Ball State’s Beneficence Pledge.

Important Links:
Student Academic Ethics Policy

:/ /www.bsu.edu/about/administrativeoffices /vice-provost/student-services /academic-integti
Code of Student Rights and Responsibilities
https://www.bsu.edu/about/administrativeoffices/student-conduct/policiesandprocedures/studentcode

Important Dates: There is no class on Labor Day, Monday, September 1. Fall Break is October 6-7. Thanksgiving
break is November 26-30. The course withdrawal period ends Monday, October 27, 2025. Before this date, students
can elect to receive a “W” by completing and submitting the proper form online. The instructor’s permission is not
required. For details see https://www.bsu.edu/about/administrativeoffices /registrar/registration-activities /withdraw-
from-classes as well as Degree Requirements and Time Limits in the current Undergraduate Catalog OR Withdrawal
Procedures in the current graduate catalog.
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