THEAT 100: WORLD OF THEATRE 
Fall 2026
	Section 820.OL
	 Dr. Michael M. O'Hara

	Room: Pruis Hall
	Office: NQ – 238

	ON-LINE
	Office Hours: MWF 3:00 – 4:00 PM, 
and by appointment

	
	Phone: 285-5507



If you need accommodations due to a disability, please contact me as soon as possible. Ball State's Disability Services office coordinates services for students with disabilities. Documentation must be on file with Disability Services before accommodations can be provided. Contact Disability Services at 765-285-5293 or dsd@bsu.edu. 

I. COURSE RATIONALE: 
Theatre 100 is a University Core Curriculum requirement (Fine Arts distribution) that focuses on cultural, aesthetic, and moral facets of theatre as exemplified in its literature, history, and contemporary performance.  By requiring the reading of plays, attendance at live theatre productions, and group project/exercises, the course aims at developing critical perceptions that will empower students to identify and communicate ideas regarding the literary, aesthetic, and performative nature of theatre. 

The cultural heritage contained within theatre's long and diverse history is perhaps one of the best ways in which you can encounter problems and issues that different peoples and cultures faced throughout history.  Because theatre has historically existed at the center of its respective culture, the study of theatre immerses us in many cultures and historical periods.  This course requires that you read and/or see plays that confront societal and aesthetic issues, and accordingly, you will learn about the moral, religious, political, and social norms of such societies so that the context of the play's meanings can be understood.
More importantly, these same issues and questions can be applied with equal vigor to contemporary society.  Indeed, in Aeschylus' Oresteia, we find the seeds of our justice system, while in Sophocles' Oedipus Rex, students can discover how classical Greece wrestled with the questions of conflicting duties to self, to the state, and to the gods.  Similarly, Moliere wrote about religious charlatanism in seventeenth century France, an issue that is still prominent today.  Other cultures have asked these questions and more, and by drawing upon the considerable cultural knowledge within drama, you can gain insight into the problems and possible solutions that we all face. 

Finally, because theatre is a live performance event, it is always "about" its contemporary participants despite, and in addition to, its rich cultural past.   Theatre is a combination of the talents and ideas of a wide variety of contemporary makers-writers, actors, scenic artists, costume artists, directors, lighting artists, special effects artists, technicians, etc.  Theatre, therefore, is a powerful entry into the humanistic search for beauty, value, and understanding.  By understanding the many arts that contribute to theatrical performance, you gain a foothold upon wide expanse of artistic expression. 
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II. COURSE DESCRIPTION: 
THEAT 100: A University Core Curriculum course, that, through a variety of activities including reading and watching a range of plays from the ancient Greeks through contemporary times and discussion of the theatrical, historical, and social elements that helped to shape them, offers an extensive introduction to the understanding and appreciation of the many faces of theatrical creativity. (3 hours credit) 
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III. OBJECTIVES: OVERALL GOALS 
Upon completion of THEAT 100, you should accomplish the following objectives: 
1. Recognize the benefits and possibilities for continued cultural engagement throughout your lives through your exposure to the theatrical arts in this course's on-line activities and your participation as an audience member or practitioner in live theatre. 

2. Improve your communication skills through your work in viewing, thinking, talking, and writing about theatrical events. 

3. Increase your sensitivity to the values of others through your exposure to diverse opinions in both the theatre you read and see and in the class discussions about those issues. 

4. Develop skills in problem solving through your own analysis of, discussions about, and group projects on theatrical texts and performances. 

5. Develop skills to cooperatively work in groups through your efforts in group projects and discussions, and participation in the social and collaborative experience of live theatre. 

6. Examine your personal interests, talents, and goals through your exposure to and possible participation in the wide range of experiences inherent in live theatrical presentation (such as crafting, acting, teamwork, painting, management, etc.). 

7. Move towards specialized learning experiences through your writing of criticism, enactment of drama, participation in live theatre, or in-class group exercises such as role-playing. 

UNIVERSITY CORE OBJECTIVES: HUMANITIES AND FINE ARTS 
Upon completion of THEAT 100, you should accomplish the following objectives: 
1. Recognize and describe artistic works of theatre and the patterns of human experience that these works document.

2. Analyze the concepts and principles of various types of theatrical expression and the intersections they make with your own particular experience.

3. Analyze diverse narratives and evidence that documents the complexity of human experience across space and time. 
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IV. COURSE CONTENT AND FORMAT: 
A. Required Materials. 
	     Beth Osborne, Michael O'Hara, and Judith Sebesta. Explore Theatre: A Backstage Pass. 2nd edition. New York: Pearson Education, 2020.
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B. Course Policies and procedures: 
[bookmark: attendance]Attendance/Participation:  Regular participation is essential to any on-line class. Students are expected to follow the course calendar and complete exercises, readings, and quizzes by the scheduled dates noted.

Academic Dishonesty: Because honesty, trust, and personal responsibility are the fundamental attributes of both our university and civic communities, every effort will be made to uphold these qualities in this class.  Academic dishonesty threatens the foundations of an institution dedicated to the pursuit of knowledge.  Indeed, dishonesty erodes the quality of our government, our businesses, and our personal lives.  Any instance of academic dishonesty will be, therefore, vigorously pursued.  If you have any question about what may constitute academic dishonesty, please see the Student Code:
(https://sitecorecms.bsu.edu/About/AdministrativeOffices/StudentRights/PoliciesandProcedures/StudentCode/Introduction.aspx) 

On-Line decorum: In order to facilitate a positive learning environment for all students, a minimum level of mutual respect and decorum will be enforced. Hate speech and other forms of disrespect will not be tolerated.  College activities are the foundation for the search for knowledge, and knowledge is different from opinions or beliefs.  Knowledge is testable, repeatable, and fluid.  Hopefully, this class will help you understand the differences among knowledge, opinion, and belief.

Classroom Technologies: This class, as you obviously now see by virtue of reading this syllabus, employs a web site to facilitate learning. All materials posted to this site are part of the class.  You are expected to be familiar with all the contents of the class web site.

Additionally, all students are expected to have and to use their campus e-mail accounts.  Failure to respond to an e-mail that I send is your responsibility. All students are expected to check their e-mail daily. 
· If you use primarily non campus accounts, you should either forward your BSU account e-mail to your primary account or change your default account to the one you use (see the folks at the Tech Desk in the Library to learn how to do this).
· Any information I post to e-mail is considered part of the required material of this class.
· If you fail to receive an e-mail from me because your account is full (because you haven't checked your e-mail or emptied your trash), this lack is also your responsibility.

[bookmark: group]Communication with Your Instructor: Your relationship with your instructor, whether in person or electronically, should be academically professional and respectful. The appropriate way to address and instructor or professor is by title or Mr., Mrs., Ms, Dr., Professor, etc.  Phrases or words such as “Hey dude”, etc., do not show appropriate professional respect.  In addition, you are expected to use proper grammar, complete sentences, and college level syntax.  You are becoming an educated person, someone capable of living and working in a variety of professional environments; it’s time to communicate professionally.  Please include your full name, class, and section number in all email correspondence.  Email that fails to follow professional guidelines will be returned with admonitions to resubmit in a professional manner
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Theatre Attendance: You are REQUIRED to attend at least one live theatrical production for this class.  Students may attend any show given by the Department of Theatre and Dance at Ball State or any other live theatrical shows that are PRE-APPROVED by the instruction. 

You can check out the Department of Theatre and Dance's web site for more information on the shows by clicking HERE.
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Quizzes: Quizzes are included in each chapter of the textbook, all of these have been set for you to take each quiz question multiple times (three attempts). Only the major assessments, such as exams, are limited to a single attempt. 
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Exams: Two objective exams will be given during the semester as noted on the Class Calendar. Each exam will contain objective questions (True/False, multiple choice, matching, etc.) covering the assigned reading (text, web, and plays), the productions viewed, and material presented on-line.  The final exam is cumulative.  All grades will be tabulated as per the letter grades outlined below.
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Writing: All people need to effectively communicate. Theatre, in particular, is about the creation, transmission, and apprehension of meaning. Communication includes, but is not limited to, speaking, writing, acting, drawing, and waving one's hand. While we cannot focus on all aspects of effective communication, we can focus on speaking and writing clearly and correctly in this class.  You will write a short critique of the live show you have seen, which will be a major part of your grade.  Additionally, you may choose to see "extra" shows for extra credit, and you must write a critique on those shows to earn that extra credit. 

When you write a critique, THINK before you engage in that activity, and revise your written work at least once. The critiques, though short, will require careful organization, clear expository writing, and effective use of evidence. Sloppy writing often results from (and is a sign of) sloppy thinking. Therefore, great care will be taken in the evaluation of all written work. A handout is on this web site concerning the critiques.

Critiques will be assigned a point value based on the following criteria: 

100 - 90 % (A): A reasonable (non-expert) critical judgment on the production abundantly and excellently supported by a wealth of specific details. Distinctly superior organization, analysis, and language mechanics.  No mistakes with regards to the assigned format. 

89 - 80 % (B): A reasonable critical judgment on the production adequately supported by specific details. Command of organization, analysis, and language mechanics.  Minor mistakes with regards to the assigned format. 

79 - 70 % (C): A reasonable critical judgment on the production minimally but convincingly supported by specific details. Adequate command of organizational, analysis, and language skills but flawed by misspellings, sentence fragments, etc.  Non standard format for the assignment. 

69 - 60 % (D): A fair try at a reasonable critical judgment flawed by poor organization, lack of effective or specific support materials, and/or gross errors in language skills.  Non standard format for the assignment. 
59 - 0 % (F): A clearly superficial piece of work which displays a lack of thought, little or no effective specific support materials, and such poor organizational, analytical, and/or language skills that communication breaks down.  No recognizable format for the assignment. 

Grading policy: All work is due at the beginning of class on the day noted. All late work will be lowered a full letter grade. Incompletes are given only in the most extreme circumstances, which does not include the sudden discovery in the final week that you are failing this class. 
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Extra Credit: Up to 5% of your final grade may be earned by viewing live performances that have been PRE approved by me. You must submit a critique to receive credit. Each extra credit essay is worth up to 35 points.  You must turn in your critiques within a week of having viewed the show, except at the end of the semester when all extra credit is due on the last day of class.   Pre-Approved productions include the following: 
· All productions in our Workshop Series in the Cave Theatre.
· All productions at Muncie Civic Theatre.
· All productions at Indiana Repertory Theatre, The Phoenix Theatre, or other major professional and semiprofessional theatres in the area.
· Emens theatre shows.

Folks, this class is not a "gut," but it is one that can be challenging, exciting, and even fun. I'll do my part to provide opportunities for fun, but if you don't want to think, work hard, and learn, there is little that I can do. On the other hand, if you do work hard and think, you will find it difficult not to earn a "B" or better. Your grade is the result of your own efforts and commitment. Good luck! 
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