Course Syllabus
NUR 
College of Health
School of Nursing
Fall 2025

Course Number: NUR 320

Course Title: Pharmacotherapeutics

Course Credit: 3 credits

Location and Time: Online

Placement Prerequisites:

Faculty: Dawn Garton
Email: dawn.garton@bsu.edu
Cell Phone: 317-501-6220

Office/Office Hours: 
Office Hours (by appointment only): HB 483
In-Person
• Tuesday: 9:00–9:30 AM and 11:30 AM–12:30 PM
• Friday: 8:00–8:30 AM
Virtual
• Tuesday: 2:00–4:00 PM
• Friday: 4:00–5:00 PM
Note: Office hours are by appointment only. Please email me to schedule a meeting. I also have additional availability throughout the week, including evenings and weekends, so feel free to reach out if you need to arrange another time.


	Course Description
	The purpose of this course is to examine pharmacotherapeutic agents used in the treatment of illness and the promotion, maintenance and restoration of wellness in diverse individuals across the lifespan. Emphasis is on the principles of pharmacokinetics, pharmacodynamics and pharmacogenetics in the treatment of selected illnesses. The focus is on concepts of safe administration and monitoring the effects of pharmacotherapeutic agents.




	Course Topics
	Pharmacokinetics and Pharmacodynamics
Legal/Ethical
Drug Development and Ethical Considerations
Drug Administration
Dosing and Calculations

Drug Classifications:
Analgesics and Musculoskeletal
Antimicrobials
Autonomic Nervous Systems
Cardiovascular and Renal Systems
Central Nervous System
Endocrine System
Gastrointestinal System
Respiratory 



	Course Outcomes
	1. Explore basic terms, and principles of drug action related to drug classifications. 
2. Explore the principles of pharmacokinetics for identified commonly used categories of medications. 
3. Accurately calculate dosages for commonly used medications through a variety of routes.
4. Identify the roles and responsibilities of nursing practice related to administering pharmacologic agents. 
5. Utilize knowledge of pharmacology to safely administer medications and manage pharmacotherapy.
6. Identify adaptations required for pediatric and aging clients related to various drug classifications.
7. Discuss the pharmacokinetics, pharmacodynamics, adverse effects, drug/drug or drug/food interactions for major drug categories.
8. Discuss the nursing implications for administration, monitoring, and patient education for major drug categories.




	Baccalaureate Program Outcomes

	1. Demonstrate clinical judgment using knowledge from the arts, humanities, biological and social sciences. (Domains: 1, 2, 3, 5, 7, 8, 9, 10)
2. Develop and implement person-centered plans of care that incorporates the nursing process in collaboration with the interprofessional healthcare team. (Domains: 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10)
3. Demonstrate inclusive nursing care of diverse individuals and groups across the lifespan from health promotion to disease management. (Domains: 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10)
4. Utilize evidence-based nursing knowledge for provision of safe and quality nursing practice. (Domains 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10)
5. Apply knowledge of healthcare systems to promote optimal patient outcomes. (Domains 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10)
6. Integrate information management and technology in nursing practice. (Domains 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10)
7.  Exemplify leadership, professionalism, and ethics to advance nursing practice. (Domains 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10)

	American Association of Colleges of Nursing- Baccalaureate Essentials
	1. Knowledge for Nursing Practice
2. Person-Centered Care
3. Population Health
4. Scholarship for the Nursing Discipline
5. Quality and Safety
6. Interprofessional Partnerships
7. Systems-Based Practice
8. Informatics and Healthcare Technologies
9. Professionalism 
10. Personal, Professional, and Leadership Development

	American Nurses Association (ANA) Nursing Scope and Standards of Practice
		Standards of Professional Nursing Practice
Standard 1: Assessment
Standard 2: Diagnosis
Standard 3: Outcomes Identification 
Standard 4: Planning
Standard 5: Implementation
Standard 5A: Coordination of Care
Standard 5B: Health Teaching and Health Promotion
Standard 6: Evaluation      

	Standards of Professional Performance
Standard 7: Ethics
Standard 8: Advocacy
Standard 9: Respectful and Equitable Practice
Standard 10: Communication
Standard 11: Collaboration
Standard 12: Leadership
Standard 13: Education
Standard 14: Scholarly Inquiry
Standard 15: Quality of Practice
Standard 16: Professional Practice Evaluation
Standard 17: Resource Stewardship 
Standard 18:  Environmental Health




	American Nurses Association (ANA) Code of Ethic for Nurses Interpretive Statements
	Provision 1: Affirming Health through Relationships of Dignity and Respect
Provision 2: The Patient as Nursing’s Foundational Commitment
Provision 3: Advocacy’s Geography
Provision 4: The Expectations of Expertise
Provision 5: The Nurse as Person of Dignity and Worth
Provision 6: The Moral Milieu of Nursing Practice  
Provision 7: Diverse Contributions to the Practice
Provision 8: Collaboration to Reach for Greater Ends
  Provision 9: Social Justice: Reaching Out to a World in Need of Nursing

	Quality and Safety Education for Nurses (QSEN) Competencies
	1. Patient-Centered Care:
Recognize the patient or designee as the source of control and full partner in providing compassionate and coordinated care based on respect for the patient’s preferences, values, and needs.
2. Teamwork and Collaboration: 
 Function effectively within nursing and inter-professional teams, fostering open communication, mutual respect, and shared decision-making to achieve quality patient care.
3. Evidence-Based Practice (EBP) 
Integrate best current evidence with clinical expertise and patient/family preferences and values for delivery of optimal health care.
4. Quality Improvement (QI)
Use data to monitor the outcomes of care processes and use improvement methods to design and test changes to continuously improve the quality and safety of health care systems.
5. Safety:
Minimizes risk of harm to patients and providers through both system effectiveness and individual performance.
6. Informatics:
Use information and technology to communicate, manage knowledge, mitigate error, and support decision making.

	Course Topics
	Pharmacokinetics and Pharmacodynamics
Legal/Ethical
Dosing and Calculations

Drug Classifications:
Analgesics and Musculoskeletal
Antimicrobials
Autonomic Nervous Systems
Cardiovascular and Renal Systems
Central Nervous System
Endocrine System
Gastrointestinal System
Respiratory 

	Teaching Strategies
	This is an on-line course that uses self-directed learning using multiple web-based teaching and learning strategies are incorporated in this course, including but not limited to:
Reading
PowerPoints
Videos
Written Instruction
Assignments
Discussion Board Participation
Learning Activities
Research
Papers
Quizzes

	Required Materials
	Textbook:

Workbook:


	Required Online Resources
	BSU Network for email and Canvas

	Required Technology and Software
	Access to a computer with the following minimum requirements: Chromebook, Chrome OS (Ipads are not supported) 
1. Intel i5 processor 
2. 8GB of Ram 
3. 512 GB mechanical hard drive 
4. 802.11ac wireless compatible 
5. Windows 8.1 or newer/MAC OS High Sierra 
6. Microsoft Office 
7. Respondus Monitor



Grading Policy


Assignments: Assignments should be formatted according to the assignment instructions and will be due on the dates noted on the semester calendar. It is the responsibility of the student to confirm any assignment has been uploaded to Canvas prior to established deadlines for grading consideration. Assignments not submitted in accordance with the assignment instructions noted acceptable format or not turned in by the calendar due date and time, may receive a “0” (zero). All assignments are due by 11:59pm Eastern Standard Time on the date noted on the course calendar. 


Make-up points, half credit, or extensions are permitted for an excused absence for serious personal illness or death of an immediate family member as outlined above and within BSU policy. Make-up assignments for situations other than an excused absence are at the discretion of the instructor and must be communicated prior to the due date. Make-up assignments not submitted by the negotiated date and time will receive a “0” (Zero). Each student is to do his/her own work on all quizzes, assignments, and exams without the use of any assistance from other people or any other source.

Instructor feedback and/or grading will occur within 7 business days following the assignment due date.


Quizzes are open book, for your success you should read the material thoroughly and complete assignments and activities related to the chapter prior to taking the quiz. Be sure to save when leaving the quiz and click submit only when you have completed the quiz. You will be given a specified time for each quiz. Carefully pay attention to your time while taking your quiz. In the event of a technical issue, please email your instructor immediately. On-line quizzes are due by 11:59pm Eastern Standard Time of the due date, the quiz will close, and you will not be able to enter or submit after that time. 

Grades are private and available only on Canvas.

Discussion board posts and any other written work MUST be in your own words. Any information obtained from an outside resource must be cited and is a reference only. Information from an outside resource cannot be copy and pasted into your discussion board or other written work

Any evidence of academic or professional dishonesty will result in a zero for the assignment. Course Failure or dismissal from the student’s academic college, as well as disciplinary action may be taken by the University. 

**Some assignment submissions use a Ball State approved plagiarism “checking” software that will check your paper for copied work (https://help.turnitin.com/integrity/instructor/canvas/the-similarity-report/interpreting-the-similarity-score.htmLinks to an external site..  This will allow the instructor to view your work as your own or copied from others.  If you have plagiarized, a score will be given by this software, and the instructor will then act on that based on BSU SON policy.  Similarity report must be 25% or below.  Please refer to the Ball State University SON handbook (https://www.bsu.edu/academics/collegesanddepartments/nursing/current-studentsLinks to an external site.) and https://www.bsu.edu/about/administrativeoffices/vice-provost/student-services/academic-integrityLinks to an external site.

Confidentiality
Breach of client confidentiality is a serious error, and disciplinary action may follow a violation.  Though interviewees must be described by their relationship to the author, no names or specific identifying information will be used in any assignments.














Grading Scale


	A-
	90-91.9%

	B+
	88-89.9%

	B
	82-87.9%

	B-
	80-81.9%

	C+
	78-79.9%

	C
	72-77.9%

	C-
	70-71.9%

	D+
	68-69.9%

	D
	62-67.9%

	D-
	60-61.9%

	F
	<59%

	
	


Note: There will be no rounding of grades

	Getting Started Assignment
Getting Started Quiz
	(1) 12 points

(1) 8 points
	12
8



	Introduction Discussion Board Post/Replies
	(1) 15 points
	15

	Study Activities
	(8) 15 points
	120

	Medication Calculation Practice
	(7) 15 points
	105

	Assignments
	(6) 20 points
	120

	Discussion Board Post and Replies
	(5)30 points
	150

	Module Quizzes
	(9) 30 points
	270

	Medication Calculation Quizzes
	(7) 30 points
	210

	Group Project
	(1) 100 points
	100

	Reflection
	(1) 10 points
	10

	Total
	
	1120 points




COURSE POLICIES
Student Academic Ethics Policy
Honesty, trust, and personal responsibility are fundamental attributes of the university community. Academic dishonesty and other forms of academic misconduct threaten the foundation of an institution dedicated to the pursuit of knowledge and will not be tolerated. To maintain its credibility and reputation, and to equitably assign evaluations of scholastic and creative performance, Ball State University is committed to maintaining a climate that upholds and values the highest standards of academic integrity. Visit the VPAA’s academic integrity website (Students tab) for resources on understanding academic integrity, citing sources properly, and avoiding inadvertent academic dishonesty. To learn about BSU’s academic integrity expectations and students’ rights, please read the University Student Academic Ethics Policy.
Academic integrity violations include giving or receiving an unfair academic advantage (cheating), presenting someone else’s ideas or work as your own (plagiarism), and falsifying academic records. Unless otherwise indicated, you must work independently by yourself. Check with me if you are unsure whether something constitutes academic dishonesty. Examples of academic integrity violations include but are not limited to:
· Using resources not authorized by the faculty member (including devices, AI tools, hidden notes, and open books)
· Using commercial study websites to find answers to graded assignments (Chegg, Course Hero, StudyPool, OneClass, etc.).
· Without the instructor’s written permission, giving away, buying, or selling graded assignments class notes, exams, study guides, or other course materials to other students or to third-party vendors (Course Hero, Chegg, 24HourAnswers, etc.).
· Working with another person on any assignment other than authorized group projects.
· Sharing or allowing others to access your files, whether done with permission or not.
· Reusing your own work from another semester, course, or section.
· Sharing answers with others during exams (passing notes, texting, whispering, gesturing)
· Discussing exam questions and answers with students who have not taken the exam.
· Soliciting others to complete work for you.

**Some assignment submissions– may use a Ball State approved plagiarism “checking” software that will check your paper for copied work (https://help.turnitin.com/integrity/instructor/canvas/the-similarity-report/interpreting-the-similarity-score.htmLinks to an external site..  This will allow the instructor to view your work as your own or copied from others.  If you have plagiarized, a score will be given by this software, and the instructor will then act on that based on BSU SON policy.  Similarity report must be 30% or below.  Please refer to the Ball State University SON handbook (https://www.bsu.edu/academics/collegesanddepartments/nursing/current-studentsLinks to an external site.) and https://www.bsu.edu/about/administrativeoffices/vice-provost/student-services/academic-integrityLinks to an external site..
Discussion board posts and any other written work MUST be in your own words. Any information obtained from an outside resource must be cited and is a reference only. Information from an outside resource cannot be copy and pasted into your discussion board or other written work.

AI Policy
No Use of Generative AI Permitted
All work conducted and/or submitted in this course must be your own, completed in accordance with the Ball State University’s Student Academic Ethics Policy. You may not collaborate with or make use of ChatGPT or any other generative AI applications at any time to develop materials submitted in this course. 

Academic Integrity 
Discussion board posts and any other written work MUST be in your own words. Any information obtained from an outside resource must be cited and is a reference only. Information from an outside resource cannot be copy and pasted into your discussion board or other written work
Any evidence of academic or professional dishonesty will result in a zero for the assignment. Course Failure or dismissal from the student’s academic college, as well as disciplinary action may be taken by the University. 

Students are expected to adhere to University guidelines titled Student Academic Ethics Policy as presented on the Office of the Vice Provost for Academic Affairs Website, https://www.bsu.edu/about/administrativeoffices/vice-provost/student-services/academic-integrityLinks to an external site., and the Program Handbook.

Attendance
Attendance at BSU online classes is measured by your active participation in course activities at least once each week. Be sure to complete your course work as assigned to ensure you are recorded as attending the course.
Participation and Timeliness (online)
Your regular participation and timeliness are important to your academic success.  In online courses this takes the form of participation in discussion via forums, chat, and other electronic means provided. It is up to every student to stay on track and not fall behind.  You must be self-motivated and disciplined to meet all due dates.  Developing a routine is essential.
All assignments are expected to be submitted by a specific time and date.  
Assignments that are submitted past the due date and time will receive a zero unless permission is granted by the instructor prior to the due date.
Any extensions or exceptions of the due date will be made at the discretion of the instructor.
Classroom (or Online) Conduct
Students should observe proper "netiquette." Treat fellow classmates and instructors with respect, even if you strongly disagree with their postings. There is room for all opinions in our forum--we are here to share and learn, together.  Always be professional.

Communication
For any communication with the School of Nursing, always use your BSU email.  The instructor will typically respond to email communication within 48 hours (about 2 days) of receiving them and may not respond over weekends and holidays. 
Student responsibility
A student should respond to a faculty member’s email within 48 hours (about 2 days) of receiving the email from the faculty. The faculty does not expect the student to respond over weekends and holidays.

Student Success Services
Director: Nick Atlas
Director of Student Services
College of Health
HB 214
765-285-4140
Nickolas.atlas@bsu.edu

Programs and Services:
Visit Programs and ServicesLinks to an external site. for a list of programs and services to support and engage students at Ball State.
The number one concern of the Ball State Counseling Center is the health and mental health of the Ball State community. The Counseling Center offers both in-person and telehealth appointments. Visit the Counseling CenterLinks to an external site. for more information.
The Cardinal KitchenLinks to an external site. is Ball State University's campus food pantry. The pantry is in the lower level of the Student Center, Room L-27 and is available for use to all undergraduate and graduate students.
Learning Center
The Learning Center offers free Tutoring and Academic Coaching for many courses at Ball State.  Students can make appointments for online (Zoom) or in-person (NQ 350) appointments. Unvaccinated students are required to wear masks and practice physical distancing in the Learning Center.  
To make an appointment, visit my.bsu.edu and click on “TutorTrac” in the Additional Tools section, or just go directly to https://ballstate.go-redrock.comLinks to an external site.
Testing accommodations for students with disabilities are available for students who have received the appropriate documentation from Disability Services. Tests may be administered in the Learning Center.
Supplemental Instruction is available in select courses.  If you have an SI leader for your course, that person will provide students with information the first week of school regarding weekly study sessions.
For more information about all of our programming, visit bsu.edu/learningcenterLinks to an external site. or call 765-285-1006. Follow us on Instagram: BallStateLC.
The Writing Center
All writers improve with practice and feedback, so as a student in this course, you are encouraged to use the Writing Center (in Robert Bell 295, Bracken Library, or online) to get additional feedback on your writing. To schedule a free appointment to discuss your writing, go to www.bsu.edu/writingcenterLinks to an external site.. Online and in-person appointments are available seven days a week: however, plan ahead because appointments book quickly!
Technical Assistance

If you have any issues with your course(s), or related technology, please contact the Nursing Simulation and Information Technology Center (SITC) directly at 765-285-5584 (Monday - Friday 8:00AM-5:00PM Eastern Time).
If you have problems with Canvas between the hours 5:00PM and 8:00am or weekends, you can contact the University Technology Support (UTS) Helpdesk 765-285-1517 select prompt 2 (24 hours daily) or by email at helpdesk@bsu.edu.  Do not contact the UTS Helpdesk between the hours of 8:00AM – 5:00PM Monday through Friday unless instructed by the Nursing SITC

WITHDRAWAL DATE: 
Course Withdrawal Period ends per BSU Calendar - https://www.bsu.edu/calendar/calendars/academic-calendarLinks to an external site.
Student initiated course withdrawal during the withdrawal period will be accepted and recorded as a “W” if the student is passing the course. (If a student has failed a clinical competency or failed clinically the student will a grade of “F.”)
Incomplete Grade:
An Incomplete grade (I) will be given for extenuating circumstances only. The reason is usually related to an illness, not excessive work demands. A, “I” grade is given for a student who must complete one paper, or one similar work. Written documentation is required to justify the Incomplete (I) grade.
 
	Faculty Name
	Date Reviewed and/or Updated for Each Semester
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