


SYLLABUS: MATH 696.801 Spring 2026
BALL STATE UNIVERSITY
Action Research in Mathematics Education CRN 39797

	Course Instructor:  
Dr. Sam Prough (they/them)
Assistant Professor
Department of Mathematical Sciences

(Feel free to call me Dr. Prough or Sam)

Email: sam.prough@bsu.edu
Office Phone: (765) 285-9021
Cell Phone: Posted in Canvas
Office: Robert Bell (RB) 431 

	Required Textbook: None.


Readings and materials will be provided by the instructor via Canvas. The Mertler text (see below) from MATH 694 will also be a great resource.

Mertler, C. A. (2020). Action research: 
Improving schools and empowering educators (6th ed.). Sage.  



E-mail Response Policy: I will attempt to respond to all e-mails within 24 hours. Please use my Ball State email rather than email through Canvas to ensure the quickest response. (If you do not receive a response within 48 hours, please resend your message.)

Office Hours
Given the variety of schedules and time zones for the class, office hours are held by appointment. Please note that I am happy to meet with you during the regular work day, in the evening, and even on weekends, if needed. If you would like to set up a virtual meeting, please email me with a proposed date and time (including time zone). 

My Zoom meeting room can be accessed here: https://bsu.zoom.us/my/sam.prough

Prerequisite 
MATH 694 or permission of the Department Chairperson


Course Description
Teachers conduct action research projects in their own mathematics classrooms and present their findings in written reports.

Course Rationale
Action research is widely recognized as a powerful tool for teachers to systematically investigate and reflect on their own practice and their students’ learning. This course provides an opportunity for teachers to work with mathematics education faculty and colleagues to conduct a meaningful action research study in their own classrooms.

Course Content
Teachers (graduate students) will conduct an action research study and present their findings in writing. The final written report will include an introduction, a literature review, the research methodology, the research findings, a discussion which relates the results to the literature, limitations, and an action plan. A list of references and copies of all instruments for data collection (that are used in the report) should also be included. Additional course components are required (see below).


Course Format & Deadlines
· The course format is asynchronous.
· The instructor will monitor progress on the teachers’ action research studies through weekly journal entries. Progress Journal entries are extremely important. Please title each entry with the week number. You may have more than one entry for a single week. If you have not begun, or have concluded your study, please make a relevant note to that effect in the appropriate week’s entry.
· Teachers will participate in at least three 1-1 virtual meetings with the course instructor. Each meeting should be summarized in the Progress Journal.
· Teachers will complete seven "Read, Watch and Reflect" (RWR) assignments. The reflection will be posted in a graded discussion forum.
· Teachers will participate in a class discussion board by answering weekly prompts. 
· Teachers will develop an individualized timeline for the completion of course components. Teachers must be proactive and self-motivated. Since everyone works on their own timeline, soft deadlines are difficult to set.
· The instructor will review (a) a draft of the results section and (b) a draft of the results/discussion/limitations/action plan sections prior to reading the full report, if submitted in a timely fashion. 
· Teachers will submit the written action research report no later than Monday, April 27, 2026.
· Teachers requesting more time to complete the report must have finished data collection and have discussed an extension with the course instructor well before the final deadline.

Attendance: Although this is an online and asynchronous course, your attendance and participation will be monitored through regular engagement with the course materials. This will be measured through your weekly Progress Journal entries and Class Discussion boards. 
Grade Scale:
A 	93 ≤ x ≤ 100% 	B– 	80 ≤ x < 83% 		D+ 	68 ≤ x < 70%
A– 	90 ≤ x < 93% 		C+ 	78 ≤ x < 80% 		D 	63 ≤ x < 68%
B+ 	88 ≤ x < 90% 		C 	73 ≤ x < 78% 		D– 	60 ≤ x < 63%
B 	83 ≤ x < 88% 		C– 	70 ≤ x < 73% 		F 	0 ≤ x < 60%


University Statement: We are committed to ensuring that all members of the community are welcome, through valuing the various experiences and worldviews represented at Ball State and among those we serve. We promote a culture of respect and civil discourse.
Disability Statement: If you need course adaptations or accommodations because of a disability, please contact the instructor of record as soon as possible. Ball State's Disability Services Office coordinates services for students with disabilities; documentation of a disability needs to be on file in that office before any accommodations can be provided. Disability Services can be contacted at 765-285-5293 or dsd@bsu.edu.
Academic Integrity Policy: Please consult the Academic Honesty Policy for Ball State University. Failure to adhere to APA formatting or negligence with regard to crediting works produced by others may result in a failing grade in the course.
https://www.bsu.edu/about/administrativeoffices/associateprovost/student-services/student-ethics

AI and CHATGPT Statement: As you work on and submit assignments this semester, know that using generative AI tools to complete your assignments is a violation of Ball State’s Academic Ethics Policy unless the AI use is explicitly approved by the faculty member. In general, students may not submit any work generated by an AI program as their own. Doing so is plagiarism. In courses and assignments where AI use is permitted, faculty will have guidelines for that use. Work created outside of those guidelines will be considered an Academic Ethics Policy violation. If a student’s grade is affected by an academic ethics violation, faculty are required to report the violation to the Office of the Vice Provost for Academic Affairs who oversees the Student Academic Ethics policy and maintains records of its violations. More information about the reporting process is available here. 

Course Withdrawal Information: The course withdrawal period ends Thursday, March 19, 2026. Before this date, students can elect to receive a “W” for the course by completing and submitting the proper form. The instructor’s permission is not required.  For details, see https://www.bsu.edu/about/administrativeoffices/registrar/registration-activities/withdraw-from-classes as well as Degree Requirements and Time Limits in the current Undergraduate Catalog OR Withdrawal Procedures in the current graduate catalog.

Mental Health: If you are experiencing mental health concerns, telehealth services are available through the Counseling Center. See here: https://www.bsu.edu/campuslife/counseling-center 

Writing Center: All writers improve with practice and feedback, so as a student in this course, you are encouraged to use the Writing Center (in Robert Bell 295 during weekdays, Bracken Library First Floor West in the evenings, or online during any of our regularly scheduled hours) to get additional feedback on your writing.

The Writing Center offers free planning, feedback, and accountability sessions (in person and online) to all students composing essays, reports, reflections, research projects, web content, lesson plans, slideshows, poster presentations, resumes, and other digital or print texts. To schedule a free appointment to discuss your writing, go to https://www.bsu.edu/academics/centersandinstitutes/writingcenter. Online and in-person appointments are available; however, plan ahead because appointments book quickly!
University Libraries: Given that this is a course related to research, the University Libraries will be an important resource to you. See here: https://www.bsu.edu/academics/libraries 




Course Objectives and Weights
	Component
	Weight

	Teachers will complete at least two analytic memos.

	10%

	Teachers will complete weekly journal postings in Canvas. Teachers will formally reflect on their personal growth in the last entry. Journal postings should also clearly document 1-on-1 meetings with instructor.
	5%

	Teachers will complete seven Read, Write, and Reflect (RWR) assignments.
	25%

	Teachers will complete weekly (brief) discussion posts.
	2%


	Teachers will communicate with the course instructor in at least three 1-1 meetings throughout the semester.  Small group meetings that include the instructor might substitute for 1-1 meetings.
	 3%

	Teachers will meet with critical friends at least once a month to discuss/review each other’s work and provide encouragement.
	

	Teachers will investigate an aspect of their teaching by conducting an action research study (designed in MATH 694) in a mathematics classroom or approved educational setting.  The final product will be a written report of the study.
	55%
Draft: 3%
Final: 52%







Instructor Note: Although the information contained in this syllabus is as accurate as possible, the course instructor reserves the right to update/modify the syllabus during the semester. Any changes will be clearly communicated to you (via email and/or Canvas).
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