English 444: Senior Seminar
The Rhetoric of Science Fiction
Fall 2026
	







Section 2	MWF 9:00-9:50	RB 109

Dr. Michael Donnelly (he/him)				
Office:  RB 2107						
e-mail: mddonnelly@bsu.edu				 
Office Hours: MWF 10:00-11:00 and by appointment 

CANVAS  This syllabus and all associated documents are or will be posted to Canvas. It is your responsibility to read the documents posted under “Course Information.”  Announcements and assignments, including changes to the Calendar of Assignments, will likewise be posted.  All assignments are turned in through Canvas.
The Course Calendar will be posted on Canvas. This Calendar will give you an overview of the course. Weekly assignments will be posted under the module for each week. 

Course Description:
ENG 444: Senior Seminar (3) An investigation of some depth of a problem or question in English Studies.  Specific topics will vary by section and will be announced in advance by the instructor.University Syllabus Statement
We are committed to ensuring that all members of the community are welcome, through valuing the various experiences and worldviews represented at Ball State and among those we serve. We promote a culture of respect and civil discourse.


Required Texts:
*Nota bene: I don’t really care whether you have the specific edition I’ve ordered, but be aware that there may be times in class when I refer to specific pages, and sometimes it can be difficult to match up text from different editions.

Ursula LeGuin, The Left Hand of Darkness 	978-0441478125

George Orwell, 1984 	978-0451524935

Octavia Butler, Kindred 	978-0807083697
								
Isaac Asimov, I, Robot	978-0553382563


“All required course materials can be obtained through the Ball State First Day program. All students are automatically enrolled each semester. Please check your bsu.edu email for information about delivery of physical and digital materials. Students who wish to opt out during the Fall 2026 semester must do so by August 30, 2026. Students who opt out are responsible for obtaining all required course materials on their own through the Ball State Bookstore or another retailer. If you opt out, your digital access will expire shortly after, and you will lose access to publisher-provided course content, online assignments, quizzes, and exams.”


Disability Statement
If you need course adaptations or accommodations because of a disability, please contact the instructor of record as soon as possible. Ball State's Disability Services office coordinates services for students with disabilities; documentation of a disability needs to be on file in that office before any accommodations can be provided. Disability Services can be contacted at 765-285-5293 or dsd@bsu.edu.

The Writing Center
All writers improve with practice and feedback, so as a student in this course, you are encouraged to use the Writing Center (in Robert Bell 295, Bracken Library, or online) to get additional feedback on your writing. To schedule a free appointment to discuss your writing, go to www.bsu.edu/writingcenter. Online and in-person appointments are available seven days a week; however, plan ahead because appointments book quickly!

Course Requirements 
1.  Attendance and participation in class discussion and group activities.
2.  Weekly reading and writing as assigned.
3.  Major Research Project and Presentation, including a Topic Proposal, Bibliography, and Draft, as well as Peer Evaluations of your peers’ presentations.
4.  Final Reflective Essay. 

Explanation of Requirements:
1. Attendance & Participation:  Class participation generally requires that you are PRESENT, PREPARED, AND ATTENTIVE. Each class session is worth three (3) points.
ATTENDANCE POLICY
There is no specific number of absences allowed (or not allowed). Instead, you earn points by attending and participating in class. However, every student can miss up to seven (7) classes (excused or unexcused) without penalty—you can still earn 100 out of 100 attendance points.
Generally, you will earn 1 point for being present, and an additional 2 points for being prepared and attentive. However, if you are engaged in non-course related activities of any kind during class, you may lose some or all of the available attendance points.

“Excused” absences. Although I do not generally distinguish between excused and unexcused absences, I realize that the University does stipulate that certain absences be “excused.” My policy does not penalize students for missing class (e.g., if you miss more than four, your final grade goes down a letter for each subsequent absence), but, instead, rewards students for attending (you earn points for attendance and participation). In practice, this means that I must provide you with an opportunity to make up points missed due to absence(s), which comes in the form of an optional Weekly Reflection (see below). 
  
2. Weekly reading and writing (including quizzes and reflections) as assigned. You will find it exceedingly difficult to participate in class and to complete writing assignments if you don’t also do the reading. “Quizzes” (usually) just a response to or brief summary of a reading) will be given as needed; point value will vary according to the assignment. (Grace Period: usually 2 weeks.)

3. Major Project
According to the Primary Syllabus for ENG 444:
“Research projects should be student-designed, and the assignment should be flexible enough to allow students in different concentration areas (English Education, Creative Writing, Literature, Rhetoric and Writing) to draw on their expertise.  However, all projects will include a substantial research component and will ask students to complete a major writing assignment (generally at least 20 pages in length).  Students will also be asked to give an oral and visual presentation of their research project at the end of the semester.”
For this class, the Project will include a Topic Proposal, Working Bibliography, Draft, the Final Paper, and a Class Presentation, as well as Peer Evaluations of your classmates’ presentations. Grace Periods will vary, usually based on when the next component is due (for example, the Topic Proposal cannot be turned in after the Working Bibliography is due).

4.  Final Reflective Essay
According to the Primary Syllabus for ENG 444:
The Reflective Essay “offers students an opportunity to reflect on their education in the English Department.  Students will be asked to reflect upon their development as readers, writers and critical thinkers and to summarize and synthesize the skills they have learned through their education as English majors.”

5. Weekly Reflections (OPTIONAL)
	Weekly Reflections are an opportunity for you to make up points missed due to absence from class, or just earn extra points. The assignment asks you to simply reflect on what we read and/or discussed that week. You can expect to earn 1 point for every 100 words you submit, up to a maximum of 6 points each.
These are due at the end of each week, and come with a 2 week grace period. (That means you can’t wait until Week 15 and go back and do 13 Weekly Reflections. If you miss class—for any reason—you should attend to Weekly Reflections promptly.)
	
Late Work: Most assignments come with a “grace period” as noted above. As long as an assignment is “Open” on Canvas, you can still turn it in.

Grading
	
	
	Points 

	Attendance
	3 points/class 
	~125

	Research Topic Proposal
	
	5

	Working Bibliography
	
	10

	Paper Draft
	
	10

	Final Project (Paper)
	
	100

	Presentation
	
	100

	Peer Evaluations
	5 points each
	~50

	Reflective Essay
	
	50

	Quizzes
	~2 points each 
	TBD

	Weekly Reflections*
(OPTIONAL)
	1 point/100 words up to 6 points each
	(0)

	Total
	
	~450



	Writing Project Grades
	Points earned
	
	Course Grade
	On a 100 point scale
	Points needed (out of 500)

	 A
	100
	
	A
	94% >
	470

	A-
	92
	
	A-
	90%
	450

	B+
	88
	
	B+
	87%
	435

	B
	85
	
	B
	83%
	415

	B-
	82
	
	B-
	80%
	400

	C+
	78
	
	C+
	77%
	385

	C
	75
	
	C
	73%
	365

	C-
	72
	
	C-
	70%
	350

	D+
	68
	
	D+
	67%
	335

	D
	65
	
	D
	63%
	315

	D-
	62
	
	D-
	60%
	300

	F
	0
	
	F
	<60%
	
















Freedom of Expression 
In this course, we are committed to fostering a learning environment that values intellectual diversity, encourages free expression, and promotes open inquiry. As members of the Ball State Community, we treat each person in the Ball State community with civility, courtesy, compassion, and dignity and respect and learn from differences in people, ideas, and opinions. Please review Ball State University’s Statement on Freedom of Expression, the resources on Ball State’s Freedom of Expression webpage, and Ball State’s Beneficence Pledge.

Nota bene
Because of the particular topic of this course, we are likely to discuss issues, ideas, and points of view which you may find offensive. We will discuss what that means, and why (or whether) it’s important, but for the purposes of this course, we will stress the following:
a) The necessity of distinguishing critical arguments from simple (uninformed) opinions. In the academy, we are not interested in opinions, except as artifacts made available for critical examination. We are interested in real arguments based on actual information (i.e., evidence) and sound reasoning.
b) “Offensive” speech, in this course, may be an important artifact (object) for analysis.
c) At the same time, such speech, when directed at other individuals or groups, will not be tolerated. As a student enrolled at Ball State University, you have agreed “To treat each person in the Ball State community with civility, courtesy, compassion, and dignity,” and “To respect and learn from differences in people, ideas, and opinions.”

[image: ]

Sexual Harassment, Assault, & Discrimination (Title IX)
Ball State University is committed to maintaining an educational environment free from sex discrimination, including sexual harassment, sexual misconduct, dating and domestic violence, and stalking. Students who experience or witness conduct that may violate University policy are encouraged to seek support and assistance. The Title IX Office can provide information about reporting options, supportive measures, and available resources. Contact the Title IX Office at 765-285-1545 or titleix@bsu.edu. 
 
Please Note: As your instructor, I am a mandatory reporter. If you disclose information to me about conduct that may constitute sex discrimination or sexual misconduct, I am required to notify the Title IX Coordinator. The Title IX Office will reach out to discuss available resources, supportive measures, and reporting options. If you wish to speak with someone confidentially, you should contact the Counseling Center or the Center for Survivor Support.


Plagiarism and Academic Integrity
Ball State’s policies and procedures regarding Academic Ethics are described in the Student Academic Ethics Policy. This includes University Policy regarding the use of generative A.I. for coursework.
As a student enrolled at Ball State, you have agreed to abide by this code.  You are therefore responsible for having read it and knowing what it contains.  IF at any time during the semester you find yourself considering plagiarizing something—whether you are having difficulty understanding the assignment, are suffering from “writer’s block,” or have just gotten so far behind you don’t know how to get caught up— PLEASE TALK TO ME INSTEAD.



Gen A.I. (Artificial Intelligence) Policy
Generative AI (GenAI) refers a class of AI tools that can create text, images, audio, video, and other similar media from existing training datasets. This may include user-prompted tools or tools running autonomously (aka, “agentic AI”). Note that some AI tools are becoming embedded in platforms that students use to create their assignments (e.g., Grammarly, Microsoft Word, Excel, Adobe Acrobat, Canva, OneNote, and Evernote). The mere presence and use of AI-assisted features in such tools, such as grammar suggestions, predictive text, formatting help, or auto-completion, would not normally be considered GenAI.  
There are a lot of problems with using A.I. for writing. It should be obvious that asking an A.I. program to write an essay for you and turning that in is academically dishonest and, if detected, will be reported according to the Academic Integrity Policy above. Beyond that, it may be possible to use A.I. in academically ethical ways, but if you don’t know how to use it productively—which often involves more work, not less—it actually does not produce very good writing. We will have a class discussion about A.I., based on which, I hope, you will be able to make your own, informed decisions about if and how you use it.
For the purposes of this course, however, you are required to Request and receive permission from the instructor to use A.I. for a specific assignment and in specific ways; and disclose and attribute—in any writing assignment, you indicate clearly that you used A.I., in what specific ways, and attribute any material you use as you would any other source.

Class Etiquette
Disruptive behavior will not be tolerated.  The Student Code of Rights and Responsibilities prohibits:
Obstructing or disrupting the teaching and/or learning process in any campus classroom, building, or meeting area, or any University-sponsored activity, pedestrian or vehicular traffic, classes, lectures or meetings, obstructing or restricting another person’s freedom of movement, or inciting, aiding, or encouraging other persons to do so. 
See “Responding to Disruption in University Spaces”

Class Cancellation
Life is unpredictable. Things happen. Often unexpectedly. Sometimes they happen to all of us (severe storms or heavy snowfall); sometimes they happen to me* (illness, family emergency). Please make a habit of checking your e-mail before class if possible. If necessary, and if circumstances warrant, we may meet online using Zoom (links will be provided on Canvas) or, in rare cases, I may be forced to cancel class altogether. Normally, I will “make up” missed class time through individual conferences.
*Sometimes they happen to you, too. Refer back to “Attendance & Participation” above.

Basic Needs Hub
The Basic Needs Hub is a virtual center for resources available to students experiencing basic needs insecurity. This includes having enough food to eat, housing insecurity or homelessness, financial assistance, and wellness resources. See the website or contact Tiffany Peters (Assistant Vice President for Student Affairs) directly at tmpeters@bsu.edu










Mental and Emotional Well-being
 College is hard. If you are experiencing mental and emotional health problems, please realize, first, that you are not the only one. Many of us, students and faculty, struggle with mental health issues. It is important, however, that you reach out for help. The Counseling Center has resources available; call them at 765-285-1736. Or, if you are comfortable doing so, contact me (particularly if you feel your mental well-being is affecting your work for this or any other class), and I can direct you to appropriate resources.




image1.jpeg
THE BENEFICENCE PLEDGE

Members of the Ball State University communil

pledge to maintain high standards of scholarship and excellence
To work with students, faculty, and staff to strengthen teaching and learning on campus.

pledge to practice academic honesty

To model and uphold academic integrity, to honor their peers and eam the trust and
respect from all members of the community.

pledge to act in a socially responsible way

To treat each person in the Ball State community with civility, courtesy, compassion,
and dignity; to respect the property and environment of the campus.

pledge to value the intrinsic worth of every member of the community
To respect and learn from differences in people, ideas, and opinions.




