Ball State University College of Fine Arts / School of Music / Music Theory
MUST 495 – Senior Composition Recital – Course Syllabus

INSTRUCTOR:
Amelia Kaplan
MU107C
E-MAIL:

askaplan@bsu.edu
PHONE:

(765) 285-2449
Weekly meetings are one-on-one arranged with instructor
DESCRIPTION:


Composition-Project Recital. Senior composition recital preparation, performance, and conducting preparation of senior recital of acoustic, electronic, and electroacoustic compositions. Recital is minimum one hour in duration and a balanced representation of the student’s composition output. Ensemble performance and/or conducting is required.
COURSE OBJECTIVE:  Put together and present a one-hour concert of compositons written during the course of one's study of composition (typically 4 years) while at Ball State. This includes finding performers, rehearsing the works, writing program notes, and giving a 50-minute talk at the Weekly Composition Seminar.

RATIONALE:  All music students are required to demonstrate a certain level of achievement by showcasing what they have learned in a porject. The composition recital is a typical project for a compsition degree, and should include pieces written for a variety of media, including both acoustic and electronic.
PRE-REQUISITES: At least four semesters of study of composition at Ball State, which includes the two composition classes (MUST 221 and MUST 222).
University Statement

We are committed to ensuring that all members of the community are welcome, through valuing the various experiences and worldviews represented at Ball State and among those we serve. We promote a culture of respect and civil discourse. 

Disability Statement

If you need course adaptations or accommodations because of a disability, please contact the instructor of record as soon as possible. Ball State's Disability Services Office coordinates services for students with disabilities; documentation of a disability needs to be on file in that office before any accommodations can be provided. Disability Services can be contacted at 765-285-5293 or dsd@bsu.edu.

Meeting with Instructor:
Students are required to meet with their instructors weekly, or otherwise communicate regularly concerning their progress. Instructors must have ample opportunity to give feedback and guidance throughout the duration of the project.
Composition Seminar: 

You are required to attend the weekly seminar that meets on Wednesday afternoons at 4:00. Students who attend 6 or 7 will have a perfect score of 10/10. Five = 8.5, four = 7, three = 5.5, and two = 4. Any less = 0.

Concerts: Students who attend nine or ten of these concerts will have a perfect score of 10. Seven or eight concerts = 9; six concerts = 8; five concerts = 7; four concerts = 5, three concerts = 4, and for two or fewer concerts attended, the student will receive 0 points out of 10.

See Concert list for Spring 2026 on Canvas
Preparation of Scores, Instrumental Parts, Fixed-Media Recordings: All materials given to musicians (instrumentalists, singers, conductors, performers of live electronics) must be neat; notation must be correct and unambiguous. Parts must allow for page turns and include cues if appropriate. Fixed-media recordings must be clean, without extraneous hiss, pops, or other noise.

Completion of Forms: The student is responsible for having a complete program, including performers’ names, not later than a month before the recital, and sent to Ricky Bennett. The student is responsible for turning in the required forms to the Sursa Hall staff and to Central Recording Services on time.

Program Notes and Composer Biography: 

It is a requirement of the course that the student write a short professional biography of about 100 words as well as program notes for all of the pieces on the recital. These materials will be approved by the instructor before the recital, and they will be printed and made available for the audience at the recital.

Post-Recital Presentation:

It is a requirement of the course that the student give an oral presentation of pieces from the recital. The presentation will normally take place after the recital, but may immediately precede it, if the recital is at the end of the semester. The student will play a recording of one or more pieces from the recital and discuss her/his compositional techniques, goals, aesthetics, and experiences in a public forum to an audience of peers and faculty. The venue for the presentation is the Wednesday-afternoon composition seminar, or a relevant class, or a separately scheduled event that is publicly advertised, if seminar time is not a possibility.

Reflective Essay: 
The student will write a short essay (minimum of 500 words) to turn in to the instructor at the end of the semester, in which s/he reflects on the experience s/he has had in developing as a composer, both in the semesters previous to the capstone recital and in the semester of the recital.
Grading: The student’s grade in MUST 495 is based on all of the following:

Evaluation by all the composition faculty present at the recital

· the student’s ability to compose idiomatically for traditional musical instruments

· the student’s ability to compose for digital electronic media (either pre-recorded or live, alone or in combination with acoustic music

· the overall quality of the pieces presented at the recital

Evaluation by the composition teacher

· the student’s organization skills and consistent work in preparing the recital

· the quality of the student’s biography and program notes

· the quality of the reflective essay

· the quality and informativeness of the public presentation

50%
My evaluation of the recital (organization, preparation, dealing with snags, etc.)
10%
The other composition faculty evaluation of the recital
10%
Quality of the reflective essay

10%
Quality of the program notes and bio
10%
Student’s attendance at composition area and new-music concerts 
10%
Students attendance at Composition Seminar
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