	                              Introduction to Big Questions and Big Ideas                                
                                                 PHIL 100-3 (3 credit hours)/CRN: 46462
                                                                       Spring 2026 
                                                 
                          Fulfills UCC Ways of Knowing – Humanistic and Artistic Design Domain  
                                                            
Dr. Jeffrey P. Fry, Instructor
Philosophy, Ball State University, Muncie, IN

I will attempt to respond to your emails within 24 hours on weekdays and 48 hours on weekends.  If I am traveling to a conference the response may be delayed.

Changes to the syllabus may be made as necessary.

Course Description
Develop and evaluate answers to life’s big questions about happiness, justice, truth, religion, freedom, equality, knowledge, or wisdom by examining the big ideas of enduring and contemporary thinkers. 

Course Objectives/Outcomes Aligned With the Required ICC SLOS:

By the end of the course, students will be able to work independently and/or collaboratively to:
· Explain and interpret the meaning of philosophical texts or media
· Examine and analyze the views and justifications of various philosophical thinkers or positions
· Construct new philosophical arguments verbally and/or in writing in light of analysis of various philosophical media
· Synthesize information from more than one author or position verbally or in writing to examine the plausibility of various philosophical thinkers or position.
	Course SLOs
	UCC SLOs

	Explain and interpret the meaning of philosophical texts or media


	Recognize and describe humanistic, historical, or artistic works or problems and patterns of the human experience (ICC SLO 6.1).


	Examine and analyze the views and justifications of various philosophical thinkers or positions

Construct new philosophical arguments verbally and/or in writing in light of analysis of various philosophical media

	Analyze the concepts and principles of various types of humanistic or artistic expression (ICC SLO 6.4).

	Synthesize information from more than one author or position verbally and in writing to examine the plausibility of various philosophical thinkers or positions

	Analyze diverse narratives and evidence in order to explore the complexity of human experience across space and time (ICC SLO 6.7).




Course Materials 
Required
Steven M. Cahn, editor. Exploring Philosophy: An Introductory Anthology. 8th edition. New York: Oxford University Press, 2024. 

Ziella Bryars, How to Mend A Broken Heart. Oxford, U.K.: Fairlight Books, 2021.


Recommended/Optional
Torin Alter and Robert J. Howell, The God Dialogues: A Philosophical Journey. New York; Oxford University Press, 2011.

Torin Alter and Robert J. Howell, A Dialogue on Consciousness. New York: Oxford University Press, 2009.

Course Requirements  
Logic Quiz: 3%
First exam—22%  
Second exam—25% 
Paper (2 ½-3 pages of discussion, double-spaced, 11 or 12-point font)—25% (A “rough draft” will be due prior to submission of the final version of this paper.  If a student fails to submit the first draft of the paper the student will be eligible for no higher than a grade of C on the final draft of the paper.)
Third Exam (Details to be announced later)—25%
In general, late work for the course, if accepted, may be penalized.

Students are writing in each of my classes.  For a written exam or paper, it may take around 2 weeks to comment on and grade the assignment.

Grading Scale 
A   93-100
A-  90-92
B+ 87-89
B   83-86
B-  80-82
C+ 77-79
C   73-76
C-  70-72
D+ 67-69
D   63-66
D- 55-62
F   Below 55

The instructor reserves the right to curve the grades if he deems it necessary.

Attendance 
Your attendance is expected. 
If a student accumulates more than 3 unexcused absences in the course and has a borderline grade (.25) at the end of the semester, the student will receive the lower grade.  If a student has 3 or fewer unexcused absences at the end of the semester and has a borderline grade (.25), the student’s grade will be bumped up.  For example, suppose a student has a 92.30 average at the end of the semester.  This is a borderline grade. With 3 or fewer unexcused absences the course grade will be bumped up to a 93 or A.  With more than 3 unexcused absences the course grade will be a 92 or A-.  (A grade of .5 and above will automatically be bumped up.) 

Students must complete the assignments in order to pass the class.  Students should try to take the exams at the appointed times.  An incomplete will be awarded only under extenuating circumstances and after consultation with the professor.  

IMPORTANT:
Starting the third week of the semester there will be a number of in-class group and individual exercises.  You may be asked to submit something at the end of the class period.  In order to be eligible for higher than a C grade for the course you must participate in at least 50% of these exercises.  There will be numerous exercises.

University Statement
We are committed to ensuring that all members of the community are welcome, through valuing the various experiences and worldviews represented at Ball State and among those we serve. We promote a culture of respect and civil discourse. 

Disability Statement
If you need course adaptations or accommodations because of a disability, please contact the instructor of record as soon as possible. Ball State's Disability Services Office coordinates services for students with disabilities; documentation of a disability needs to be on file in that office before any accommodations can be provided. Disability Services can be contacted at 765-285-5293 or dsd@bsu.edu.

Freedom of Expression 
In this course, we are committed to fostering a learning environment that values intellectual diversity, encourages free expression, and promotes open inquiry. As members of the Ball State Community, we treat each person in the Ball State community with civility, courtesy, compassion, and dignity and respect and learn from differences in people, ideas, and opinions. Please review Ball State University’s Statement on Freedom of Expression, the resources on Ball State’s Freedom of Expression webpage, and Ball State’s Beneficence Pledge.

Title IX
Ball State University is committed to providing a safe and inclusive learning environment for all students. If you or someone you know has experienced sexual harassment—including sexual assault, dating violence, domestic violence, or stalking, please know that you are not alone. The University offers support services and resources. For more information or to report an incident, please visit bsu.edu/titleix or contact the Title IX Coordinator at 765-285-1545 or at titleix@bsu.edu   

As your instructor, I am a mandatory reporter under the Title IX policy and required to report any information I receive about possible sexual harassment. This includes information shared in class discussions, assignments, or private conversations.

What happens after I report? The Title IX Coordinator will email the person who experienced sexual harassment (complainant) and invite them to schedule a meeting. If the complainant chooses to meet with the Title IX Coordinator,
· Title IX Coordinator will offer supportive measures (e.g., counseling, extensions on deadlines, course-related adjustments, changes to work or class schedules, and/or referrals to campus offices), review the policy, and discuss options to move forward.
· If a complaint is filed by the complainant or the University, an investigation will begin following University policy.

University Grade Appeal Policy
If you believe you received a final course grade that does not reflect your performance due to fairness or a procedural issue, you have the right to file an appeal within 5 school days after final grades are posted by the Office of the Registrar. Review the University Grade Appeal Policy and Process.]

Student Academic Ethics Policy
Honesty, trust, and personal responsibility are fundamental attributes of the university community. Academic dishonesty and other forms of academic misconduct threaten the foundation of an institution dedicated to the pursuit of knowledge and will not be tolerated. To maintain its credibility and reputation, and to equitably assign evaluations of scholastic and creative performance, Ball State University is committed to maintaining a climate that upholds and values the highest standards of academic integrity. Visit the VPAA’s academic integrity website (Students tab) for resources on understanding academic integrity, citing sources properly, and avoiding inadvertent academic dishonesty. To learn about BSU’s academic integrity expectations and students’ rights, please read the University Student Academic Ethics Policy. 
Academic integrity violations include giving or receiving an unfair academic advantage (cheating), presenting someone else’s ideas or work as your own (plagiarism), and falsifying academic records. Unless otherwise indicated, you must work independently by yourself. Check with me if you are unsure whether something constitutes academic dishonesty. Examples of academic integrity violations include but are not limited to:  
· Using resources not authorized by the faculty member (including devices, AI tools, hidden notes, and open books) 
· Using commercial study websites to find answers to graded assignments (Chegg, Course Hero, StudyPool, OneClass, etc.). 
· Without the instructor’s written permission, giving away, buying, or selling graded assignments class notes, exams, study guides, or other course materials to other students or to third-party vendors (Course Hero, Chegg, 24HourAnswers, etc.).
· Working with another person on any assignment other than authorized group projects. 
· Sharing or allowing others to access your files, whether done with permission or not. 
· Reusing your own work from another semester, course, or section. 
· Sharing answers with others during exams (passing notes, texting, whispering, gesturing) 
· Discussing exam questions and answers with students who have not taken the exam. 
· Soliciting others to complete work for you.

No Generative AI Use
All work conducted and/or submitted in this course should reflect your own ideas and demonstrate your current knowledge, abilities, and skills. Therefore, generative AI should not be used to complete any portion of the assignment(s). Doing so constitutes a violation of Ball State University’s Student Academic Ethics Policy. 

The Learning Center
The Learning Center offers free Tutoring and Academic Coaching for many courses at Ball State. Students can make appointments for online (Zoom) or in-person (NQ 350) appointments. To make an appointment, visit myballstate.bsu.edu and click on “Navigate” in the Academic Tools section, or just go directly to bsu.navigate.eab.com. 

Testing accommodations for students with disabilities are available for students who have received the appropriate documentation from Disability Services. Tests may be administered in the Learning Center.   
Supplemental Instruction is available in select courses. If you have an SI leader for your course, that person will provide students with information the first week of school regarding weekly study sessions. For more information about Learning Center programming, visit bsu.edu/learningcenter or call 765-285-1006. Follow us on Instagram: BallStateLC. 
The Writing Center
All writers improve with practice and feedback, so as a student in this course, you are encouraged to use the Writing Center (in Robert Bell 295 during weekdays, Bracken Library First Floor West in the evenings, or online during any of our regularly scheduled hours) to get additional feedback on your writing. 
The Writing Center offers free planning, feedback, and accountability sessions (in person and online) to all students composing essays, reports, reflections, research projects, web content, lesson plans, slideshows, poster presentations, resumes, and other digital or print texts. To schedule a free appointment to discuss your writing, go to bsu.edu/writingcenter. Online and in-person appointments are available; however, plan ahead because appointments book quickly!
The Basic Needs Hub
If you are having difficulty affording enough food, do not have a safe and reliable place to sleep, and/or experiencing an emergency or crisis, help is available through the Basic Needs Hub. The Basic Needs Hub has information, resources, and provides individualized support to students.  To talk with a supportive staff member about your experience, receive one on one assistance, or learn more about resources, you can submit a Basic Needs Assistance Form. 

The Counseling Center 
The Ball State University Counseling Center offers free and confidential services to all students. The Counseling Center is located in Lucina Hall, Room 320. To schedule an appointment, you can contact us at 765-285-1736. Ball State also offers a 24/7 Crisis Line, which can be reached at 765-285-HOPE (4673). The Crisis Line is a mental health resource for those who are struggling with any mental health concerns, including thoughts of self-harm and/or suicide. 
At the Ball State Counseling Center, we see students for a variety of reasons, some of which include homesickness, relationship concerns, anxiety, and depression. At your first appointment, you will work with a therapist to create a plan that will connect you with resources that best fit your needs. We assist students with getting connected to therapy at our Center as well as connecting students to self-help resources, other on-campus resources, and community-based resources. All Ball State students also have access to several on-demand, self-help resources through a variety of different platforms. All of these resources, including a direct link to our website, can be found here.

Tentative Schedule

Note: EP = Exploring Philosophy

Week One
T/January 6
Course Introduction
EP, Beardsley and Beardsley, 3-8 (What is Philosophy?); Cahn, Kitcher, and Sher, 41-46 (The Elements of Argument)

R/January 8
EP, Barker, 46-50 (Improve Your Thinking); Plato, 11-37 (Defence of Socrates)

Week Two 
T/January 13
EP, Plato, 11-37 (Defence of Socrates)

R/January 15
EP, Nagel, 291-298 (Does God Exist?)

Week Three
T/January 20
EP, Aquinas, 336-338 (Summa Theologiae)

R/January 22  Logic Quiz (ON CANVAS)
EP, Anselm and Gaunilo, 332-335 (The Ontological Argument)

Week Four
T/January 27   
EP, Stump, 298-308 (Knowledge, Freedom, and the Problem of Evil)

R/January 29    
EP, Blackburn, 308-311 (Pascal’s Wager); Zagzebski, 311-313 (Pascal’s Wager: An Assessment) 

Week Five
T/ February 3  
EP, James, 356-368 (The Will to Believe)


R/Thursday February 5  
EP, Cahn, 371-373 (God and Morality)

Week Six  
T/February 10 First Exam (IN CLASS)

R/February 12  
EP, Descartes, 129-133 (Meditations on First Philosophy); Descartes, 207-212 (Meditations on First Philosophy)

Week Seven     
T/February 17 
EP, Descartes, 129-133 (Meditations on First Philosophy); Descartes, 207-212 (Meditations on First Philosophy); Ryle, 167-171 (The Ghost in the Machine)

R/February 19
EP, Churchland, 174-186 (The Mind-Body Problem)

 Week Eight
T/February 24
EP, Nagel, 187-190 (What is it Like to be a Bat?); Jackson, 190-193 (The Qualia Problem); Lewis, 193-194 (Knowing What it is Like)

R/ February 26
EP, Nagel, 187-190 (What is it Like to be a Bat?); Jackson, 190-193 (The Qualia Problem); Lewis, 193-194 (Knowing What it is Like)

Week Nine      
T/March 3   SPRING BREAK/NO CLASS


R/March 5   SPRING BREAK NO CLASS

Week Ten
T/March 10 
EP, Turing, 195-199 (Machinery and Intelligence); Searle, 199-201 (Do Computers Think?) 

R/March 12
EP, Nagel, 215-220 (Free Will); Stace, 220-222 (Freedom and Determinism); Cahn, 223-233 (Free Will or Determinism)

Week Eleven
T/March 17 
EP, Nagel, 215-220 (Free Will); Stace, 220-222 (Freedom and Determinism); Cahn, 223-233 (Free Will or Determinism)

R/March 19 Second Exam (IN CLASS)

Week Twelve    
T/March 24
EP, Midgley, 375-380 (Moral Isolationism); Mill, 422-430 (Utilitarianism)

R/March 26
EP, Mill, 422-430 (Utilitarianism)

Week Thirteen  
T/March 31   Rough Draft of Paper Due in Class
EP, Kant, 418-422 (Groundwork for the Metaphysics of Morals)

R/April 2
EP, Kant, 418-422 (Groundwork for the Metaphysics of Morals); Aristotle, 412-417 (Nicomachean Ethics)

Week Fourteen   
T/April 7   
EP, Aristotle, 412-417 (Nicomachean Ethics)
EP, Thomson, 444-458 (A Defense of Abortion)

R/April 9 
EP, Warren, 458-470 (On the Moral and Legal Status of Abortion); Marquis, 470-475 (Why Abortion is Immoral)

Week Fifteen
T/April 14  Final Draft of Paper Due in Class
EP, Rawls, 631-635 (A Theory of Justice); Nozick, 635-639 (Distributive Justice)
Appiah, 567-571 (Racisms)

R/April 16
EP, Cudd and Jones, 572-578 (Sexism)
Bryars, How to Mend A Broken Heart (Chapters 1-3, pp. 1-42)

Week Sixteen
T/April 21
Bryars, How to Mend A Broken Heart (Chapters 4-6, pp. 43-83)

R/April 23   LAST CLASS
EP, Taylor, 729-737 (The Meaning of Life); Wolf, 737-740 (Meaning in Life)
EP, Vitrano, 741-743 (Meaningful Lives)

Week Seventeen
Third (Final) Exam (IN CLASS): Tuesday, April 28, 9:45 a.m.-11:45 a.m.
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