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Instructor:	Ryan M. Hourigan, Ph.D.			
Offices:		409B Hargreaves Music Building
E-mail:		rmhourigan@bsu.edu
Phone:		765-285-5406	
Office Hours:	by appointment	

Course Materials

Required:	Mertler, C.A. (2024). Introduction to Educational Research, 4th Edition. SAGE Publications.

Recommended: 	Urdan, T.C. (2017). Statistics in Plain English, 4th Edition. New York, NY: Taylor & Francis
Group, LLC.

Suggested:	Vogt, W.P. (2005). Dictionary of Statistics & Methodology. A Nontechnical Guide for the Social 
		Sciences (3rd Edition). Thousand Oaks, CA: Sage Publications, Inc.

American Psychological Association (2020).  Publication Manual of the American Psychological 
Association (7th Edition).  Washington, DC: Author.

Course Purpose

The purpose of this course is to empower students to become confident consumers and creators of research.  This will be accomplished by analyzing various research paradigms, exploring research designs and procedures relevant to music education, and investigating the challenges facing contemporary music education researchers.  Furthermore, the course aims to provide students with an opportunity to apply their knowledge in conducting a small-scale research study.

Course Objectives

Through a variety of class activities and assignments, the students will:

· Be familiar with, and able to discuss important issues related to research in music and music education.
· Read, analyze, and critically evaluate published music research.
· Demonstrate an understanding of concepts involved in the preliminary stages of music research, including the review of related literature, selecting a research problem, constructing hypotheses, and defining variables and other relevant terms.
· Demonstrate an understanding of techniques involved in the procedural stages of music research, including the construction of paradigms and research designs and establishing validity and reliability in research.
· Demonstrate an understanding of elements of the concluding stages of music education, including the analysis of data, reporting research results, and discussing practical applications for music research.
· Conduct a small-scale research study, appropriately report its results, and present the findings in a research poster session.



University Statement

We are committed to ensuring that all members of the community are welcome, through valuing the various experiences and worldviews represented at Ball State and among those we serve. We promote a culture of respect and civil discourse. If you need course adaptations or accommodations because of a disability, please contact the instructor of record as soon as possible. Ball State's Disability Services Office coordinates services for students with disabilities; documentation of a disability needs to be on file in that office before any accommodations can be provided. Disability Services can be contacted at 765-285-5293 or dsd@bsu.edu. 

Freedom of Expression

In this course, we are committed to fostering a learning environment that values intellectual diversity, encourages free expression, and promotes open inquiry. As members of the Ball State Community, we treat each person in the Ball State community with civility, courtesy, compassion, and dignity and respect and learn from differences in people, ideas, and opinions. Please review Ball State University’s Statement on Freedom of Expression, the resources on Ball State’s Freedom of Expression webpage, and Ball State’s Beneficence Pledge.

Student Academic Ethics Policy

Honesty, trust, and personal responsibility are fundamental attributes of the university community. Academic dishonesty and other forms of academic misconduct threaten the foundation of an institution dedicated to the pursuit of knowledge and will not be tolerated. To maintain its credibility and reputation, and to equitably assign evaluations of scholastic and creative performance, Ball State University is committed to maintaining a climate that upholds and values the highest standards of academic integrity. Visit the Vice President for Academic Affairs’ academic integrity website (Students tab) for resources on understanding academic integrity, citing sources properly, and avoiding inadvertent academic dishonesty. The website also includes information on Title IX and the University Grade Appeal Policy. To learn about Ball State University’s academic integrity expectations and students’ rights, please read the University Student Academic Ethics Policy. 

Academic integrity violations include giving or receiving an unfair academic advantage (cheating), presenting someone else’s ideas or work as your own (plagiarism), and falsifying academic records. Unless otherwise indicated, you must work independently by yourself. Check with the instructor if you are unsure whether something constitutes academic dishonesty. Examples of academic integrity violations include, but are not limited to:  

· Using resources not authorized by the faculty member (including devices, AI tools, hidden notes, and open books). 
· Using commercial study websites to find answers to graded assignments (Chegg, Course Hero, StudyPool, OneClass, etc.). 
· Without the instructor’s written permission, giving away, buying, or selling graded assignments, class notes, exams, study guides, or other course materials to other students or to third-party vendors (Course Hero, Chegg, 24HourAnswers, etc.).
· Working with another person on any assignment other than authorized group projects. 
· Sharing or allowing others to access your files, whether done with permission or not. 
· Reusing your own work from another semester, course, or section. 
· Sharing answers with others during exams (passing notes, texting, whispering, gesturing). 
· Discussing exam questions and answers with students who have not taken the exam. 
· Soliciting others to complete work for you.

The Learning Center

The Learning Center offers free Tutoring and Academic Coaching for many courses at Ball State. Students can make appointments for online (Zoom) or in-person (NQ 350) appointments. To make an appointment, visit myballstate.bsu.edu and click on “Navigate” in the Academic Tools section, or go directly to 

bsu.navigate.eab.com 

Testing accommodations for students with disabilities are available for students who have received the appropriate documentation from Disability Services. Tests may be administered in the Learning Center.   

Supplemental Instruction is available in select courses. If you have a student instructor (SI) for your course, that person will provide you with information the first week of school regarding weekly study sessions. For more information about Learning Center programming, call 765-285-1006, or visit 

bsu.edu/learningcenter

The Writing Center

All writers improve with practice and feedback, so as a student in this course, you are encouraged to use the Writing Center (in Robert Bell 295 during weekdays, Bracken Library First Floor West in the evenings, or online during any of our regularly scheduled hours) to get additional feedback on your writing. 

The Writing Center offers free planning, feedback, and accountability sessions (in person and online) to all students composing essays, reports, reflections, research projects, web content, lesson plans, slideshows, poster presentations, resumes, and other digital or print texts. To schedule a free appointment to discuss your writing, go to bsu.edu/writingcenter. Online and in-person appointments are available; however, plan ahead because appointments book quickly.

The Counseling Center

The Ball State University Counseling Center offers free and confidential services to all students. The Counseling Center is located in Lucina Hall, Room 320. To schedule an appointment, you can contact us at 765-285-1736. Ball State also offers a 24/7 Crisis Line, which can be reached at 765-285-HOPE (4673). The Crisis Line is a mental health resource for those who are struggling with any mental health concerns, including thoughts of self-harm and/or suicide. 

At the Ball State Counseling Center, we see students for a variety of reasons, some of which include homesickness, relationship concerns, anxiety, and depression. At your first appointment, you will work with a therapist to create a plan that will connect you with resources that best fit your needs. We assist students with getting connected to therapy at our Center as well as connecting students to self-help resources, other on-campus resources, and community-based resources. All Ball State students also have access to several on-demand, self-help resources through a variety of different platforms. All of these resources, including a direct link to our website, can be found here.

Evaluation

Grading will be based upon data obtained from the following sources and will be weighted as indicated.  All assignments must be completed, regardless of whether or not credit is awarded, in order for students to receive a passing grade for the course.  The maximum number of points earned will be 2000.

CITI Training (200 points = 10% of final grade)

All faculty and student researchers at Ball State University must complete the training course provided by the Collaborative Institutional Training Institute (CITI) before engaging in any research activities. This training will provide a historical view of research in US institutions, academic or otherwise, review the ethical principles of research, and outline the laws and guidelines that must be followed for the protection of human subjects. Once completed to a satisfactory level, students will be issued an electronic certificate of completion and score report. Students should save these files to their computer desktop for future reference and submit a copies of the certificate and score report as evidence of completion. Specific, step-by-step guidelines for completing this assignment can be found by clicking the “CITI Program Manual” tab located on the following webpage:

Office of Research Integrity - Training | Ball State University (bsu.edu)

and by clicking the “getting started guide” link on the training website: www.citiprogram.org 


Article Reviews (300 points = 15% of final grade)

Students are expected to read and critically evaluate two (2) research articles. Each article review will be worth 150 points. To make the most effective use of students’ time, these articles should be related to the selected problem the student chooses to explore for his or her final project.

Developmental Activities (350 points = 17.5% of final grade)

Throughout the course, students will be asked to complete specific assignments and activities that are meant to enhance students’ understanding of specific content and allow them to apply their knowledge to specific tasks related to conducting high quality research. Furthermore, each of the activities will help students as they complete their own research study as a culminating event for the course. Most of the activities are worth 25 or 50 points and are equipped with specific guidelines for completion.

Research Project (850 points = 42.5% of final grade)

Students are expected to conduct a research inquiry of their choice and prepare a formal research report as the culminating assignment for the course. The specific assignments that will help guide students toward completion of this assignment are as follows:

· Topic and Initial Reference List 		  25 points		Research Abstract			  50 points
· Topic Rationale 				  25 points		Complete Research Report*	350 points	
· Research Plan				  50 points		Research Poster			100 points
· Full Research Proposal* 		        	250 points

      *	Students must achieve a minimum score of C (74%) on both the Full Research Proposal and Complete
	Research Report in order to be eligible for a passing grade in the course.

Final Examination (300 points = 15% of final grade)

A final examination will be administered as a means to assess students’ ultimate understanding of the course content. The exam will be administered according to the university master schedule.

Grading Scale

    >	   1879 points	A 		1600 to 1679 points		B- 
1800 to 1879 points		A- 		1400 to 1599 points		C 
1740 to 1799 points		B+ 		1200 to 1399 points		D
1680 to 1739 points		B  		   <	   1200 points	F

Assignment Submission Policy

As stated in the Evaluation section above, students must complete and submit ALL assignments to a satisfactory level, regardless of whether or not credit is earned, in order to qualify for a passing grade for the course. Successful completion of the course is also dependent on completing the research study with a minimum grade of “C” (74%). Students not meeting this standard, regardless of the overall grade, will be ineligible for a passing grade in the course. It is standard policy that all assignments be submitted on or before the assigned due date. Late submissions will not be eligible for full credit. Partial credit may be awarded at the discretion of the instructor. No assignments, regardless of the circumstances, will be accepted beyond 11:59pm on December 10th 2026. Students failing to submit all work by this time may also be disqualified from earning a passing grade in the course.
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