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HIST 150: The West in the World 
Ball State University—Fall 2025
Dr. Chris Valesey

Zoom Office Hours: Mondays @ 4:30-5:30PM Eastern time or by appointment.
Contact Info: cmvalesey@bsu.edu or Canvas Messaging System (BSU email preferred)
University Teaching Fellow (UTF): AJ Dowling – alexander.dowling@bsu.edu 

Course Objectives

The West in the World introduces students to “doing history” by investigating global themes and issues associated with Western civilization (a term referring to regions with a common cultural heritage that is often traced back to Classical European antiquity). Rather than memorizing facts, dates, and names, this course encourages students to make a distinction between history and the past, as the former is best understood as scholarly attempts to understand the latter by accumulating and interpreting evidence. Throughout the course, students will be introduced to various methods used by historians to interpret primary sources—firsthand accounts of historical events. These texts will be supplemented by secondary sources, or second-hand accounts published long after the events in discussion (lectures, scholarly articles and books, websites, etc.). We will challenge traditional approaches to history by highlighting outsider perspectives, scrutinizing historical bias, investigating conflicting sources, and evaluating when and why historical narratives change. We will also reflect on how interrogating sources for information can be applied to our own daily lives. 

This course focuses on the development of skills associated with historical practice by following a specific historical narrative: the causes, consequences, and limitations of the rise of Western civilization from the time of its development until the twenty-first century. Given the breadth of content (millennia) that we will cover in just sixteen weeks, not all periods, places, peoples, and themes can be included. Instead, the course attempts to expose students to a sampling of Western and global history from the ancient, medieval, early modern, and modern periods. I shall do some lecturing nearly every week, but I also expect you to participate in online class discussions, to have questions for me, and to be able to answer questions. Success in this class is dependent on completing the weekly readings, assignments, and class discussions. Without finishing the readings, you will not be able to follow lecture/discussion or be able to effectively complete assignments.



HIST 150 uses a variety of active-learning strategies such as modified lectures, a number of exercises revolving around the use of primary and secondary source materials, and additional writing exercises in order to meet the UCC-21 learning objectives for this foundation course. The UCC-21 cognitive skills that are listed above will be met through these course objectives. Students will be able to:
· identify and recognize key facts, events, developments, ideas, and issues in Western Civilization (Europe and the Americas since 1492) from the Ancient to Modern world.
· identify and recognize key facts, events, developments, ideas, and issues in the interactions between the West and civilizations elsewhere.
· explain specific historical issues from a variety of perspectives.
· analyze and interpret historical information to detect patterns and trends in the history of the West and the World
· apply and relate their historical knowledge and understanding to contemporary issues and problems.
· identify the key components of historical thinking and methodology.
· apply historical methodology to evaluate historical evidence in order to construct and support persuasive arguments.
· explain their own ideas and interpretations of historical events.



Assigned Reading

The main text for the course is Neil MacGregor's A History of the World in 100 Objects (Penguin, 2013), which has short chapters on specific artifacts in the British Museum. The same content is freely available as a podcast at: http://www.bbc.co.uk/ahistoryof theworld/about/british-museum-objects/. You can also search for it on any podcast platform. The episodes are about 14 minutes long. The content in the book and podcast are virtually identical, and you may consume the material in the medium of your choice.

I will post scanned versions of the chapters for only the first two weeks to accommodate the arrival of physical copies in the mail.
Afterward, you are expected to have access to the book or to use the podcasts online. Additional documents (either Word Docs or PDFs) will occasionally be posted to Canvas to supplement the MacGregor book. Announcements will be posted both in class and on Canvas when supplemental readings are required on a specific week. Students are responsible for routinely logging into Canvas to see the announcements and access the readings.






Assessment and Grading

The grading scale for all assignments will be based on 100%. At the end of the semester, your grades will be tabulated on the 4-point scale, and they will convert as follows:

	A = 100-94%
	B- = 83-80%
	D+ = 69-67%

	A- = 93-90%
	C+ = 79-77%
	D = 66-64%

	B+ = 89-87%
	C = 76-74%
	D- = 63-61%

	B = 86-84%
	C- = 73-70%
	F = 60% & less




Your grade will break down as follows:

Syllabus Quiz: 5%
Content Check Quizzes: 15%
Group Discussions (x4): 20%
Primary Source Interrogations (x5): 20%
Midterm: 20%
Final Essay: 20%


Additional information for each assignment-type can be found below.


Syllabus Quiz: You are expected to read the syllabus and answer questions about assignments, deadlines, and course expectations by the end of the first week. You can re-take this quiz as many times as necessary for full credit.

Content Check Quizzes: These are open-book quizzes covering the content in a week’s lectures and readings. You can see the questions before beginning the quiz – something I strongly encourage you to do before starting the assignment. Questions will be in a variety of formats, including (but not limited to) multiple choice, matching, and short answer. All questions must be answered exclusively with our course materials. If you demonstrate engagement with outside materials rather than the assigned lectures and readings, you will not receive credit. 

Group Discussion (x4): At four points during the semester (see schedule), you will participate in asynchronous group discussions about that week’s lecture and assigned materials. A question and detailed instructions will be posted on Canvas on a Monday. You are required to make your initial post by Sunday of that week. By the next following Tuesday at 11:59PM Eastern time, you must post a number of peer responses mentioned on the instructions page. Peer responses must follow the 3CQ Model (Compliment-Comment-Connection-Question) unless stated otherwise on the instructions page. If your initial post is late, there will be a 10-point deduction on your grade for the assignment. Your peer response will be 30% of the overall grade unless stated otherwise on the instructions page.  

Primary Source Interrogations (x3): There are three open-book quizzes on primary sources included in the course materials. Rather than recalling historical narratives within or about the sources, these quizzes will ask you to identify important contextual information about the source (who wrote or created it, when, where, etc.), reflect on the advantages and disadvantages of relying on it as an historical source, and connect the source to lecture. If the source is an artifact from MacGregor’s A History of the World in 100 Objects, your answers should relate to the artifact (primary source) rather than the background information written by MacGregor (secondary source). 

Midterm & Final: For the Midterm and Final Essays, students will be asked a question regarding the first/second half of our course materials. An AI-generated version of the essay will be distributed as a study guide. Although you will be allowed to cite parts of the AI-generated essay, I expect most of the essay to be your own work. Your submissions must demonstrate engagement exclusively with our assigned lecture and reading materials. You are required to include the following: an original thesis statement, at least 5 key words from lecture, in-text citations that refer to at least 3 of the assigned readings (from separate weeks), and a Works Cited page. If you cannot identify relevant key words from lectures or instructions pages, you may contact me for permission to use alternatives. You may use whatever citation style you prefer as long as you are consistent and include both in-text citations and a Works Cited. My personal preference is Chicago/Turabian, and you can find a resource guide to assist with this format in the Welcome Materials module on Canvas.



Academic Policies

Plagiarism: All papers must be entirely your own original work and must not have been submitted to another course or by another student in this course (currently or in a previous semester). If you borrow the ideas or words of others without acknowledgment, you are guilty of plagiarism. If you use any source, including the course readings and the Internet, you must properly attribute the quote with quotation marks and a complete citation. Plagiarism will result in an automatic zero for the assignment and will automatically initiate academic misconduct proceedings. If you have any doubts about what constitutes plagiarism, ask the instructor or refer to the Ball State University’s Student Code: Chapter VII, “Student Academic Ethics Policy”:http://cms.bsu.edu/about/administrativeoffices/studentrights/policiesandprocedure s/studentcode/viiethicspolicy

AI: Ball State does not have a university-wide AI policy. Until one is made, I have decided to allow students to vote on the AI policy in HIST 150. During Week 1, you will have the opportunity to weigh in on how you should or should not use AI in your coursework through a survey on Canvas. I will then enforce that policy throughout the semester. 

Correspondence: Please note that communications regarding the course will ONLY be sent to bsu.edu email addresses or through the Canvas messaging system. Ensure that you check your account frequently. My personal preference is BSU email. While I do my best to respond within 6-8 hours, please allow up to 24 hours for a reply.

Late Work: I reserve the right to refuse assignments that are not submitted on time. Late submissions generally receive a 10%-point deduction. With that said, I am generally flexible with late work when a student contacts me at least 24 hours before a due date. I understand that life can get hectic, and I am happy to make accommodations if there are legitimate reasons (work, family, physical or mental health, etc.). Note that by law, you are not required to share medical information with me. My deadline for submitting late work is the last day of classes (before Finals Week).

Early Feedback on Work: To receive detailed, individualized feedback on your writing or any assignment, send me your work by the Friday before a deadline. This guarantees that I will have the time to thoroughly look at your work over the weekend. Every semester, there are students who take advantage of this policy every week – it is no burden for me. Please feel free to work with me as much as you would like, and I will do what I can to help you improve. 

Resubmitting Work: Resubmissions of assignments are prohibited unless there are special extenuating circumstances and I give you permission. If you see “Multiple Attempts” on an assignment in Canvas, it is because I cannot individualize this setting like I can with deadlines.

Course Materials: You can find all course materials (PPTs, readings, rubrics, etc.) in the Files section of Canvas. Note that the PPTs contain transcripts of the lecture within the Notes.

University Resources

University Statement: We are committed to ensuring that all members of the community are welcome, through valuing the various experiences and worldviews represented at Ball State and among those we serve. We promote a culture of respect and civil discourse. If you need course adaptations or accommodations because of a disability, please contact the instructor of record as soon as possible. Ball State's Disability Services office coordinates services for students with disabilities; documentation of a disability needs to be on file in that office before any accommodations can be provided. Disability Services can be contacted at 765-285-5293 or dsd@bsu.edu.


Policy on Adaptations & Accommodations: Any students who need course adaptations or accommodations because of a disability, has important medical emergency information to share, or necessitates special arrangements in case of classroom/building evacuation, please speak with the instructor immediately regarding these arrangements. Do not wait! Ball State’s Disability Services office coordinates services for students with disabilities; documentation of a disability needs to be on file in that office before any accommodations can be provided. Disability Services can be contacted at 765-285-5293 or dsd@bsu.edu. Ball State University is committed to fostering and promoting a healthy learning community. All students will be treated with respect, tolerance, and equality regardless of race, religion, ethnicity, national origin, disability, sexual orientation, gender, age, or economic status. If, for any reason, a student feels discriminated against in the classroom based on these differences, they should contact their professor or the department chair. The Ball State University community believes in the strength of diversity and recognizes the importance of appreciating equality.

The Counseling Center: The Counseling Center offers a variety of mental health and self-help related resources and services. Students can access online screenings for alcohol use disorder, bipolar disorder, depression, eating disorders, generalized anxiety disorder, posttraumatic stress disorder, and substance abuse. Their experts and caring staff provide information to help you if you believe you or someone you know is experiencing issues with alcohol and drug use, anxiety, depression, eating disorders, grief and loss, healthy relationships, sexual assault, stress management, or time management. They also offer a Resource and Relaxation Room to find a quiet, safe place to find helpful books, pamphlets, computer programs, and even free massage chairs during the week! Use the following link to book an appointment: https://www.bsu.edu/campuslife/counseling-center/schedule-an-appointment 


The Learning Center: The Learning Center (offers online and in-person appointment-based tutoring, drop-in tutoring at satellite locations, supplemental instructions, and testing accommodations for students with disabilities. The Learning Center’s hours are Monday-Thursday from 10am to 8pm and Friday from 10am-2pm. For more information, use the following link: https://www.bsu.edu/academics/collegesanddepartments/universitycollege/learningcenter 


The Writing Center: Ball State’s Writing Center is an online and in-person resource available to students, staff, and faculty. There are 20-30 undergraduate tutors who can provide individualized feedback on your writing at any point in the process. To make an appointment, go to: https://www.bsu.edu/academics/centersandinstitutes/writingcenter/makeappt




University Core Curriculum for the 21st Century

This foundation course will further the UCC-21 goal of educating students so that they are historically literate. To achieve this goal, it will combine an emphasis on student acquisition and mastery of historical knowledge and an understanding of historical thinking and methodology.
HIST 150 will enable students to make the Experience→Information (E→I) transformation through a variety of active-learning strategies that include modified lectures, a number of in-class exercises revolving around the use of primary and secondary source materials, and writing exercises. These pedagogies will help students understand:
· the difference between a primary and secondary source
· historical methodology—how historians use primary and secondary sources to establish historical facts and interpretations of historical events
· historical thinking—how theories and context influence the ways historians think about historical episodes and construct their interpretations
· recognize the different fields of history—political, diplomatic, military, economic, social, cultural, and intellectual
· recognize the different approaches taken by historians as they reflect upon the experiences of the past
Students in HIST 150 will develop 3 of the 4 cognitive skills associated with the E→I transformation:
1. accurately observe (read) and reconstruct (write, speak) elements of history to develop new ideas.
2. describe or explain how theory or context influences the use of elements of history to generate new information or insights.
3. use diverse ways to experience historical works (e.g. primary and secondary sources).
HIST 150 further enables students to accomplish the Information→Knowledge (I→K) transformation through a variety of active-learning strategies that include modified lectures, a number of in-class exercises revolving around the use of primary and secondary source materials, and writing exercises. These pedagogies will help students:
· think critically about primary and secondary sources
· critically evaluate a wide array of primary source documents relevant to a particular historical event or development
· analyze particular historical events and developments from multiple perspectives and identify factors that shaped those perspectives
· identify themes and trends in history
Students in HIST 150 will develop 2 of the 6 cognitive skills associated with the I→K transformation:
1. analyze data, events, styles, themes, and developments to reveal patterns of information or create new ones.
2. integrate information from multiple sources to develop new knowledge and insights.

Tips for Taking Online Classes

1. Treat an online course like a “real” course.
Some students have a misconception that online = easier. While that may be true for some online classes, it is not true for HIST 150. The key difference is that this course is tailored to remote students. Be prepared to spend just as much time in this course as you would in an in-person version. 

2. Hold yourself accountable.

Since it’s possible to tackle content at your own pace, it may be tempting to leave everything until the weekend. Fight this urge. College courses are a commitment, and the single greatest way to ensure your success in this class is to hold yourself accountable. This means not only being consistent about completing your work, but also reviewing my feedback/rubrics and reading all messages and course announcements.


3. Figure out how you learn best.

Some people work well late at night, others in the earlier hours of the morning. Some chip away at assignments sporadically at a specific time every day, others devote an entire day to completing their coursework. There is no one-size-fits-all model – reflect on what works best for you.


4. Create a regular study space to eliminate distractions and stay organized.

One of the disadvantages of online learning is that we do not have a space where we all collectively “switch” our brains into learning-mode. Online learners must often cope with the sounds and activities of our daily lives while working (animals, children, siblings, parents, the temptation of our electronics, etc.). One effective way to deal with this is to create a space where you habitually complete your work. Make sure this space is as distraction-free as possible.

 
5. Actively participate to develop relationships with your professors and peers.

Those who take the time to develop relationships with their professors and peers are those who get the most out of this class. In an online format, it can be difficult to see beyond our computer screens and remember that the class is filled with human beings. I encourage you to take the initiative and make connections with as many people as possible. 


6. Save all your work in separate files.

Imagine the following scenario: You’ve spent hours diligently working on your assignment on Canvas, and suddenly there’s a power outage in your neighborhood. Your old, tired hard-drive crashes. Someone accidentally closes your tabs. POOF! Everything is gone. Avoid this situation by saving everything to your computer and on OneDrive. 
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Schedule


	Day
	Content
	Readings (MacGregor
Chapter)
	Assignments Due

	
Week 1

(Aug 18-24)
	

The Creation of “Western Civilization”
	

See Canvas
	

Syllabus Quiz
AI Policy Survey
Content Check

	

Week 2

(Aug 25-31)

	

Alternative Perspectives to Ancient Greek History
	

Oxus Chariot Model (26), See Canvas
	


Group Discussion 1


	
Week 3

(Sep 1-7)


	
Identity and Motivation during the Crusades
	
Hedwig Beaker (57), Holy Thorn Reliquary (66), See Canvas
	
Content Check


Primary Source Interrogation 1


	
Week 4

(Sep 8-14)
	

The Global Impact of the Mongols

	

See Canvas

	

Content Checks




	
Week 5

(Sep 15-21)
	

Christopher Columbus and the Importance of Historical Context
	

Dürer’s Rhinoceros (75), Benin Plaque (77), See Canvas
	


Group Discussion 2


	
Week 6

(Sep 22-28)
	
Indigenous Perspectives to Spanish Conquest and Colonization
	
Double-Headed Serpent (78), Mexican Codex Map (84), See Canvas
	

Primary Source Interrogation 2



	
Week 7

(Sep 29-Oct 5)


	

Interdisciplinary Approaches to the Trans- Atlantic Slave Trade
	


Akan Drum (86), See Canvas

	


Content Check

Group Discussion 3




	
Week 8

(Oct 6-12)
*Fall break 6th&7th 

	


Midterm Essay Review
	


See Canvas
	


Content Check

	
Week 9

(Oct 13-19)
	

Midterm Essay
	

N/A
	

Midterm Essay

	
Week 10

(Oct 20-26)


	

Globalizing Narratives: Comparing Atlantic Revolutions

	
 

See Canvas
	

Content Check



	
Week 11

(Oct 27-Nov 2)


	

Non-Western Perspectives to 19th-century British Imperialism


	

Hawaiian Feather Helmet (87), Early Victorian Tea Set (92), Hokusai’s The Great Wave (93), Sudanese Slit Drum (94)
	

Primary Source Interrogation 3


	
Week 12

(Nov 3-9)


	

Race and Colonies in World War I 

	
 

See Canvas
	

Content Check



	
Week 13

(Nov 10-16)


	

The Cold War and Comic Books
	

See Canvas
	

Primary Source Interrogation 4

	
Week 14

(Nov 17-23)
	

Decolonization and Legacies in Modern Museums
	


Throne of Weapons (98), See Canvas

	


Group Discussion 4

	
Week 15

(Nov 24-30)

*Thanksgiving Recess*
	
	
N/A
	

N/A
	

N/A

	
Week 16

(Dec 1-7)
	

Final Essay Review
	

See Canvas
	

Content Check

	

FINALS WEEK

	

 *FINAL DUE FRI, 
   DEC 12th  
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