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BALL STATE UNIVERSITY
Fall 2026
 
COURSE NUMBER: ECON 202
 
TITLE:  Introductory Macroeconomics
 
CREDIT HOURS: 3
 
Professor:  Dr. Nicholas Curott			E-Mail:  nacurott@bsu.edu
Office:	WB 125					Office Phone: (765) 285-5364
Office Hours: TR 9:15am-11am, 1:45-3:15pm, or by appointment
 
PREREQUISITES:  ECON 201
 
COURSE DESCRIPTION:
This course provides a unified overview of the broad field of macroeconomics. Macroeconomics is sometimes referred to as “aggregate” economics because it focuses on the economy at large rather than individual markets. This course aims to impart a rational, logical understanding of macroeconomics, with special emphasis on:
· The strengths and weaknesses of macroeconomic variables such as the Consumer Price Index and the Unemployment Rate in terms of their ability to provide a reasonably accurate picture of what is going on in the economy.
· Determinants of long run economic growth
· Causes of short run cyclical fluctuations in the economy
· The viability of monetary and fiscal policy tools in smoothing cyclical fluctuations

COURSE RATIONALE:
Econ 202 requires students to transform experience to information and information to knowledge fulfilling the UCC-21 curricular goal for Tier 1 courses.

COURSE OBJECTIVES:
This course provides a unified overview of the core principles and tools of economics, applied to core problems of macroeconomics. The specific objectives are:
1. The factors responsible for economic growth and business cycles
2. The construction and interpretation of key macroeconomic indicators
3. The role and functioning of monetary and fiscal policies in advanced economies
4. Basic principles of international economics 

TEXTS:
The required textbook for this course is Modern Principles: Macroeconomics by Tyler Cowen and Alex Tabarrok, 5th Edition. In addition to the textbook, we will be using an online homework service called Achieve.

OTHER REQUIRED STUFF: 
1. iClicker Classroom response system. We will be using a classroom response system called iClicker to make our class time more engaging. This will help me understand what you know, give everyone a chance to participate, and increase how much you learn in class. This will also provide you with feedback on how well you are comprehending course concepts, help you master challenging concepts, and allow you to review material after class. Our campus has licensed iClicker, so it is free for learners to use! You do not need to buy anything, but you do need access to the iClicker app or remote.

You are required to participate with the iClicker student app on a smartphone, tablet, or laptop computer, or use an iClicker remote. If you already have an iClicker remote, you may use it. If you do not already have a remote, you need to download and install the iClicker Student app on your mobile device (if you have one) or use the web app in a browser. You can download the iClicker student mobile app from the App Store or Google Play, or you can use the iClicker web app by signing in as a student at student.iclicker.com/#/login. 
2. A paper notebook or loose-leaf paper for doing in-class activities.
3. You may need a webcam for taking proctored online exams, as well as minimum computer and internet requirements as laid out below, and you will likely find a calculator helpful. 

ONLINE RESOURCES:  
1. A BSU network account for email and Canvas.
2. As noted above, you will need an Achieve account  

SOFTWARE:  
Students may find Office software, such as Microsoft Office or Open Office to be useful.

COURSE POLICIES:
Participation and Timeliness:
It is up to every student to stay on track and not fall behind.  You must be self-motivated and disciplined to meet all due dates.  Developing a routine is essential.  All assignments are expected to be submitted by a specific time and date.  Assignments submitted late will not be accepted.

University Statement: 
We are committed to ensuring that all members of the community are welcome, through valuing the various experiences and worldviews represented at Ball State and among those we serve. We promote a culture of respect and civil discourse. If you need course adaptations or accommodations because of a disability, please contact the instructor of record as soon as possible. Ball State's Disability Services office coordinates services for students with disabilities; documentation of a disability needs to be on file in that office before any accommodations can be provided. Disability Services can be contacted at 765-285-5293 or dsd@bsu.edu.

Communication and Tips for Success:
Questions of a personal nature, such as questions about your grade or anything personal intended for the instructor, please use your BSU email.  The instructor will typically respond to messages within 48 hours of receiving them.

If you encounter difficulty with the course material, you are strongly encouraged to seek help!  The best way to get a hold of me is office hours or by email.  I will check my email as much as possible during the hours of 9am to 8pm during the weekdays, but I make no guarantees about reading or responding to emails sent after 8pm or over the weekend.  If I will not be as able to check emails during certain weekdays, I will alert students through a Canvas Announcement.

Academic Integrity: Students are expected to adhere to University guidelines as presented in the Code of Student Rights and Responsibilities.  The Student Academic Ethics Policy is also outlined here: Student Academic Ethics Policy
Etiquette Statement:  Please mind the following in all forms of communication in this course:
· Be mindful to not use language that could be considered strong or offensive. 
· Keep all writings and correspondence as professional as possible.
· Keep writing to a point and stay on topic.
· Double-check all writing to make sure that it clearly conveys the exact intended message.

TECHNICAL INFORMATION:
Become familiar with the class interface before the semester begins and seek help if necessary.  BSU provides resources to help you.  A lack of Canvas knowledge is not an acceptable excuse for late or incomplete work.

Technical Assistance:
If you have technical questions, you can contact Ball State's Help Desk. In addition, the Help Desk staff has put together many how-to video clips in its Tech Clips section that can guide you through many of the most common questions.  The helpdesk can be contacted at:  1765-285-1517 or email at helpdesk@bsu.edu.

Proctoring:
This course will require the use of the Respondus LockDown Browser and Monitor for online exams. Watch this short video to get a basic understanding of LockDown Browser and the optional webcam feature (which may be required for some exams.) Instructions for obtaining the software can be found in our course.

No Generative AI Use
All work produced and/or submitted in this course should reflect your own ideas and demonstrate your current knowledge, abilities, and skills. Therefore, GenAI should not be used to complete any portion of the assignment(s). Doing so constitutes a violation of Ball State University’s Student Academic Ethics Policy.  

The Miller College of Business is committed to ensuring that every student who graduates with a business degree is competent in five areas that are crucial to success in business.  These learning goals can be easily remembered with the acronym C-KITE (Communication, Knowledge, Integration, Teamwork, and Ethics).  As part of the business curriculum, this class will advance your experience with these goals in the following way:
Knowledge: Graduates will have functional area knowledge, and this class will provide you with a basic knowledge of Economics.

METHODS OF EVALUATING STUDENT LEARNING: You will demonstrate your knowledge of macroeconomic principles through your performance on (a) assignments, (b) discussion boards, and (c) exams.

Missed exams, problem sets, and discussion board posts will count as zeros, and you will be able to make up exams only if you can verify that your missed exam was due to extreme circumstances.  In the event of missing an exam due to an extreme circumstance, you must notify me as soon as possible and describe the nature of the extreme circumstance.  A makeup exam will be given based on my determination of whether the situation is an extreme circumstance.  Any appeal of a test grade must be made within two weeks of taking the test.

Grades are private and available only on Canvas.  Communication with the instructor of a confidential nature is to be conducted via your BSU email.

COURSE GRADING:
	 
	Total Points or %

	Three Exams
	45%

	Online “Achieve” Problem Sets 
	25%

	Weekly Chapter Quizzes
	20%

	Class Participation and Discussion Forums
	10%

	 
	TOTAL: 100%



GRADING SCALE: 
	Highest
	Lowest
	Letter

	100
	94
	A

	93.99
	90
	A-

	89.99
	87
	B+

	86.99
	84
	B

	83.99
	80
	B-

	79.99
	77
	C+

	76.99
	74
	C

	72.99
	70
	C-

	69.99
	67
	D+

	66.99
	60
	D

	59.99
	0
	F



1. Problem Sets are worth 25% of your grade in total. These problem sets must be completed by the assigned dates and times. Homework assignments will be due on various Sunday nights at 11:59pm throughout the semester.  Each week there is a Learning Curve assignment and Graded Homework Assignment due on Achieve. It is your responsibility to keep track of when they are due through Achieve.

2. Class Participation and Discussion: Your participation in class is worth 10% of your grade. We will be doing in-class exercises that will require notebook paper that will be turned in at the end of each class. Problems or discussion questions may be posted on Canvas that may require discussion during class. Each week students will find one news article to briefly summarize in the online discussion forum on Canvas and be ready to discuss in class.

3. Chapter quizzes: There will be a weekly quiz on Canvas over the chapter(s) covered that week. Canvas quizzes will be due on various Sunday nights at 11:59pm throughout the semester, and are worth 20% of your final grade. It is your responsibility to keep track of when they are due through Canvas.

4. Exams: There will be three exams throughout the course of the semester.  The three exams will add up to 45% of your final grade. You will be allowed either 90 or 120 minutes to take each exam, which will consist of either 40 or 50 multiple choice questions.



In addition there MAY be a number of opportunities for extra credit by:
1.	Participating in class by agreeing to do assignments in front of the class
2.	Attending an event I sanction
3.	Completing and turning in an extra credit assignment that I announce in class:

Each of these will typically earn you 1 extra credit point. You can earn up to 10 extra credit points over the course of the semester. Each point is worth 0.3% extra credit toward your grade. 

EXAMPLE: Maria has an overall 89.64% average which would be a B+. BUT she has earned 3 extra credit points. This makes her grade 90.54% which is an A-.
Max has a 72.0% average or a C-. But has 10 extra credit points. This makes his grade 75.0% which is a C.

It is my policy that late work will not be accepted without a university approved excuse or notifying me beforehand of circumstances that I approve as deserving special consideration.


	Week
	Topic
	Activities

	 Week 1:
Aug. 24-30
	Introduction, What is Economics
	Read Chapter 1
complete problem sets, complete quiz, post to discussion forum

	Week 2: 
Aug. 31-Sept. 6
	Supply and Demand, Equilibrium
	Read Chapter 4
complete problem sets, complete quiz, post to discussion forum

	Week 3: 
Sept. 7-13
	GDP 
	Read Chapter 6
complete problem sets, complete quiz, post to discussion forums

	Week 4:
Sept. 14-20
	Unemployment and Labor Markets
	Read Chapter 11 complete problem sets, complete quiz, post to discussion forums

	Week 5:
Sept. 21-27
	Inflation
	Read Chapter 12
complete problem sets, complete quiz, post to discussion forums

	Week 6:
Sept. 28-Oct. 4
	Economic Growth
	Read Chapter 7
complete problem sets, complete quiz, post to discussion forums

	Week 7:
Oct. 5-11
	EXAM I THURSDAY, OCTOBER 6TH 

	Week 8:
Oct. 12-18
	Financial System
	Read Chapter 9
complete problem sets, complete quiz, post to discussion forums

	
	NO CLASS TUESDAY, OCT 13- FALL BREAK

	Week 9:
Oct. 19-25
	Aggregate Demand and Supply
	Read Chapter 13 complete problem set, complete quiz, post to discussion forums

	
	NO CLASS THURSDAY, OCT 22- DIALOGUE DAYS

	Week 10:
Oct. 26-Nov. 1
	Aggregate Demand and Supply, cont.
	Finish chapter 13

	Week 11:
Nov. 2-8
	Political Economy and Public Choice
	Read Chapter 21 complete problem set, complete quiz, post to discussion forums

	Week 12:
Nov. 9-15
	The Federal Budget
	Read Chapter 17 complete problem set, complete quiz, post to discussion forums

	
	EXAM II THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 12TH

	Week 13:
Nov. 16-22
	Fiscal Policy
	Read Chapter 18 complete problem set, complete quiz, post to discussion forums

	Week 14:
Nov. 23-29
	Monetary System
	Read Chapter 15 complete problem set, complete quiz, post to discussion forums

	
	NO CLASS THURSDAY, NOV 27- THANKSGIVING BREAK

	Week 15:
Nov. 30-Dec. 6
	Monetary Policy
	Read Chapter 16 complete problem set, complete quiz, post to discussion forums

	
	NO CLASS THURSDAY, NOV 26- THANKSGIVING BREAK

	Week 15:
Nov. 30-Dec. 6 (cont.)
	International Trade (If time permits)
	Read Chapter 19 complete problem set, complete quiz, post to discussion forums

	Week 17:
Dec. 8-12
	EXAM III See final exam schedule for date and time




Assurance of Learning
The Miller College of Business is committed to ensuring that every student graduating with a business degree is competent in five areas that are crucial to success in business.  These learning goals can be easily remembered with the acronym C-KITE (Communication, Knowledge, Integration, Technology, and Ethics).
Communication:  Miller College Graduates will be able to communicate appropriately in a professional context. Specifically, they will be
· Effective oral communicators who can: organize a presentation; use transitions; avoid verbal pauses; maintain audience interest; use eye contact, body language, and use visual aids effectively
· Effective written communicators who can: introduce the main idea; provide closure consistent to the main idea; use content to support the main idea; use transitions and emphases; maintain connections between ideas; use organizational structure effectively (paragraphs, flow); effectively use diction and conventions; and avoid spelling and grammatical errors
Knowledge: Miller College Graduates will demonstrate basic knowledge in
· Operations
· Marketing
· Finance
· Management
· Accounting
· Economics
Integration: Miller College Graduates will be able to integrate business knowledge in decision making. They will be able to
· Identify issues confronting the organization
· Synthesize and analyze available information
· Draw well-reasoned inferences and judgments for courses of action
· Design a plan for implementing the course of action
Technology: Miller College Graduates will be able to obtain, manage and communicate data effectively. They will be able to
· Analyze data for information to support decision-making using technology 
· Identify common data security risks and safeguards 
· Use common cloud technologies to collaborate on projects effectively
Ethics: Miller College Graduates will be able to recognize and resolve ethical dilemmas. They will demonstrate an ability to
· Identify an ethical dilemma in a business situation
· Identify relevant stakeholders
· Assess potential consequences to the stakeholders
· Recognize the importance of making ethical decisions
In this class, you will demonstrate 
Knowledge: Graduates will have functional area knowledge, and this class will provide you with a basic knowledge of Economics.


Student Academic Ethics Policy 
Honesty, trust, and personal responsibility are fundamental attributes of the university community. Academic dishonesty and other forms of academic misconduct threaten the foundation of an institution dedicated to the pursuit of knowledge and will not be tolerated. To maintain its credibility and reputation, and to equitably assign evaluations of scholastic and creative performance, Ball State University is committed to maintaining a climate that upholds and values the highest standards of academic integrity. Visit the VPAA’s 1 (Students tab) for resources on understanding academic integrity, citing sources properly, and avoiding inadvertent academic dishonesty. To learn about BSU’s academic integrity expectations and students’ rights, please read the University Student Academic Ethics Policy.  
Academic integrity violations include giving or receiving an unfair academic advantage (cheating), presenting someone else’s ideas or work as your own (plagiarism), and falsifying academic records. Unless otherwise indicated, you must work independently by yourself. Check with me if you are unsure whether something constitutes academic dishonesty. Examples of academic integrity violations include but are not limited to:   
· Using resources not authorized by the faculty member (including devices, AI tools, hidden notes, and open books)  
· Using commercial study websites to find answers to graded assignments (Chegg, Course Hero, StudyPool, OneClass, etc.).  
· Without the instructor’s written permission, giving away, buying, or selling graded assignments class notes, exams, study guides, or other course materials to other students or to third-party vendors (Course Hero, Chegg, 24HourAnswers, etc.). 
· Working with another person on any assignment other than authorized group projects.  
· Sharing or allowing others to access your files, whether done with permission or not.  
· Reusing your own work from another semester, course, or section.  
· Sharing answers with others during exams (passing notes, texting, whispering, gesturing)  
· Discussing exam questions and answers with students who have not taken the exam.  
· Soliciting others to complete work for you. 
The Learning Center 
The Learning Center offers free Tutoring and Academic Coaching for many courses at Ball State. Students can make appointments for online (Zoom) or in-person (NQ 350) appointments. To make an appointment, visit myballstate.bsu.edu and click on “Navigate” in the Academic Tools section, or just go directly to bsu.navigate.eab.com.  
Testing accommodations for students with disabilities are available for students who have received the appropriate documentation from Disability Services. Tests may be administered in the Learning Center.  
Supplemental Instruction is available in select courses. If you have an SI leader for your course, that person will provide students with information the first week of school regarding weekly study sessions. For more information about Learning Center programming, visit bsu.edu/learningcenter or call 765-285-1006. Follow us on Instagram: BallStateLC.  
The Writing Center 
All writers improve with practice and feedback, so as a student in this course, you are encouraged to use the Writing Center (in Robert Bell 295 during weekdays, Bracken Library First Floor West in the evenings, or online during any of our regularly scheduled hours) to get additional feedback on your writing.  
The Writing Center offers free planning, feedback, and accountability sessions (in person and online) to all students composing essays, reports, reflections, research projects, web content, lesson plans, slideshows, poster presentations, resumes, and other digital or print texts. To schedule a free appointment to discuss your writing, go to bsu.edu/writingcenter. Online and in-person appointments are available; however, plan ahead because appointments book quickly! 
The Basic Needs Hub 
If you are having difficulty affording enough food, do not have a safe and reliable place to sleep, and/or experiencing an emergency or crisis, help is available through the Basic Needs Hub. The Basic Needs Hub has information, resources, and provides individualized support to students. To talk with a supportive staff member about your experience, receive one on one assistance, or learn more about resources, you can submit a Basic Needs Assistance Form.  
The Counseling Center  
The Ball State University Counseling Center offers free and confidential services to all students. The Counseling Center is located in Lucina Hall, Room 320. To schedule an appointment, you can contact us at 765-285-1736. Ball State also offers a 24/7 Crisis Line, which can be reached at 765-285-HOPE (4673). The Crisis Line is a mental health resource for those who are struggling with any mental health concerns, including thoughts of self-harm and/or suicide.  
At the Ball State Counseling Center, we see students for a variety of reasons, some of which include homesickness, relationship concerns, anxiety, and depression. At your first appointment, you will work with a therapist to create a plan that will connect you with resources that best fit your needs. We assist students with getting connected to therapy at our Center as well as connecting students to self-help resources, other on-campus resources, and community-based resources. All Ball State students also have access to several on-demand, self-help resources through a variety of different platforms. All of these resources, including a direct link to our website, can be found here. 
The Speaking Center  
The Speaking Center is a free resource available to all members of the BSU community wanting to improve their public speaking abilities. We offer personalized coaching designed to help you become a more confident and effective speaker. Our trained coaches provide constructive feedback and support throughout the entire speech preparation process, whether you are in the early stages of brainstorming ideas and organizing your thoughts, or you need to practice your delivery and refine your message.  
The Center is in the David Letterman Communication and Media Building, room 302. To schedule an appointment, please access us through your Navigate app or use this direct link to sign up for a time. Appointments are available both in person and on Zoom. Appointments are available in person, on Zoom, and in virtual reality (VR) for those interested in practicing in an immersive speaking environment.
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