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SPAA 620 | DIAGNOSTIC CLINICAL PRACTICUM
FALL 2025

	Supervisor Name: Dawn Condon, CCC-SLP
Speech Pathology & Audiology (SPAA)
Ball State University, Muncie 47306

	Email: dcondon@bsu.edu
	Telephone: 765 285-8165

	Office: HB 412
	Clinic Mailbox: Equipment/Materials Room

	Office Hours: To be announced
	



COURSE INFORMATION

Catalog Course Description

Supervised clinical practice in assessment strategies, collecting clinical data, client interviewing, counseling, preparation of reports and referral procedures. A total of 4 credits may be earned, but no more than 2 in any one semester or term. Open only to SPAA graduate students.

COURSE READINGS, MATERIALS, & RESOURCES

Mandatory Clinic Trainings

Student clinicians must complete all required trainings prior to beginning clinic. Mrs. Kadinger (Clinic Director) will provide information related to mandatory clinic trainings at the beginning of the semester. 

Simucase

The SLP Graduate Program at Ball State University uses Simucase to supplement academic and clinical learning. Simucase costs $110 annually or $65 per semester. Clinical supervisors will assign Simucase scenarios to students individually. Simucase is designed to help students with overall clinic hours & clinical competencies. Each simulation will be prebriefed with supervisor before beginning the case using email, One Drive, or in person. Supervisors will determine the debriefing methods and due dates. Students must participate in a debriefing meeting by the assigned deadline to be able to count the hours. In most situations, students will need to obtain 90% for the case in addition to have above 70% in all skill areas to count the hours. The hours that students spend on the case must be similar to the hours listed by Simucase. If students spend significantly less time on the case than what is recommended, students will not be able to count the entire time allotted (only the time they spend on the case). 

***Clinic hours will be logged separately for Simucase clients.

Required Items

· Penlight
· Clipboard

Required Texts/Readings

Shipley, K.G., & McAfee, J.G. (2021). Assessment in speech-language pathology: A resource manual (6th ed.). Delmar Cengage Learning. ISBN13: 978-1-63550-204-6
Hedge, M.N. (2010). A coursebook on scientific & professional writing for speech-language pathology (6th ed.). Delmar Cengage Learning. ISBN: 1435469550

Flahive, L.K. & Lanza, J.R. (2012). *Linguisystems Guide to Communication Milestones: 2012 Edition; Linguisystems. ISBN: 978-0-7606-0826-5

Recommended Texts/Readings

Burrus, A.E., & Haynes, W.O. (2009) Professional communication in speech-language pathology: How to write, talk, & act like a clinician. Plural Publishing Incorporated. ISBN: 1597560537

Recommended Research Articles to Review

Craise, E.R., Watson, L.R. & Baranek, G.T. (2007). Use of Gestural Development in Profiling Children’s Prelinguistic Communication Skills. American Journal of Speech-Language Pathology, February 2009, Vol. 18, 95-108. doi: 10.1044/1058-0360(2008/07-0041)

de Wit, E., Visser-Bochane, M.I., Steenbergen, B., van Dijk, P., van der Schans, C.P. & Luinge, M.R. (2015). Characteristics of Auditory Processing Disorders: A Systematic Review. Journal of Speech, Language, & Hearing Research, April 2016, Vol. 59, 384-413. doi: 10.1044/2015_JSLHR-H-15-0118


COURSE REQUIREMENTS & METHODS OF EVALUATING STUDENTS
[bookmark: h.d8jj0dvqphqx]
Course Requirements

Diagnostic clinical supervisors will supply student clinicians with a more detailed description of course requirements. Below is a list of general requirements for the diagnostic clinical practicum. 

Grand Rounds Diagnostic Meetings: Most diagnostic clinical supervisors will hold weekly group diagnostic meetings. Student clinicians will take turns presenting their evaluation plans and debriefing from recent evaluations. Meetings will be conducted in-person, unless otherwise stated. Clinical diagnostic supervisors will notify students of the meeting times and locations. 

Individual Weekly Meetings: Diagnostic clinical supervisors may choose to meet with students individually and/or with their diagnostic partner throughout the semester to discuss clinical performance. Meetings will be conducted in-person, unless otherwise stated. 

Chart/Electronic Medical Record Review: Students are responsible for reviewing the paper chart/electronic medical record for their assigned clients. Student clinicians will frequently need to further research the client’s disorder and/or assessment options/tools to be prepared for the assessment. 

Clinical Services: Student clinicians are typically paired together to perform assessment. Two diagnosticians (tester/interviewer) will complete an evaluate each week, based on a rotation schedule. Assessments will be conducted in the Interprofessional Community Clinic on the Ball State University campus, unless otherwise instructed. Supervisors will provide more information and details. 

Electronic Medical Record Documentation (PNC): Clinical supervisors will provide instruction and guidelines for evaluation reports via electronic medical record documentation. Please be mindful of HIPAA guidelines. 

Self-Reflection: Clinical supervisors will provide instructions and guidelines on self-reflections.

Hours Log Sheets: Clinical hours should be logged after each session. The hours log sheet may be obtained on Canvas. Log sheets should be available for clinical supervisors to review. Students should maintain an additional record of hours as a “back-up.” Students should track of minutes of each session-time in & time out. Students should count time in minutes for each session (be exact). At the conclusion of the semester, a clinic hours’ summary sheets will be completed, converting minutes earned into hours in .25 increments. Separate clinic hours log sheets will be kept for on-campus clinic, off-campus clinical assignments, Simucase simulations, teletherapy and observations.

Assessment Methods & Criterion

The Ball State University Clinical Evaluation of Speech-Language Pathology Student Competencies form will be used to determine & document student performance on course objectives. Documentation of performance on the competency form will be used at midterm & at the end of the semester. Performance ratings on the competency form will be based on the following:

Advanced Level (SPAA 628, 693, 695)
5 = Demonstrated independence by taking initiative & making appropriate changes. Displayed superior competencies. Independent.
4 = Needed general direction from supervisor
3 = Needed general & some specific direction from supervisor
2 = Required modeling & specific direction from supervisor. Remediation required. Below average performance.
1 = Unable to change performance despite specific direction from supervisor. Remediation required.

Grade Distribution

The student must pass the clinical competency and receive a passing grade in order to pass this clinical enrollment. Graduate students must have a “B” or better to pass. Totaling all items & dividing by the total number will determine the grade/score on the clinical competency form. The grading scale is as follows:

	4.5 +                A
	3.49 – 3.25     C+

	4.49 – 4.25     A-
	3.24 – 3.00     C

	4.24 – 4.00     A-
	2.99 – 2.75     C-

	3.99 – 3.75     B+
	

	3.74 – 3.50     B-
	



Opportunities for Remediation

Any item on the competency form with a score of “2” or below requires remediation. The student must have no more than three items with a score of “2” in order to demonstrate competency by the end of the semester. In addition, each section of the competency form should be averaged for a “section score.” The student must have an average of “3” or more on each section in order to demonstrate competency by the end of the semester.

If the student requires remediation, a remediation plan will be developed with the clinical faculty who are currently supervising a student clinician. The remediation plan must include:

1. Description of knowledge/skills which are not being demonstrated by the clinician, based on the competencies described in the Clinical Evaluation of Speech-Language Pathology Student Competencies form.
2. Goals & behaviors which must be demonstrated to indicate knowledge & skills appropriate for current practicum level.
3. Semester of remediation plan implementation, date of initiation, & date of anticipated completion.

It is possible that remediation may be required, although the student has a passing grade in the practicum. Remediation plans may be developed and/or extended for no more than two consecutive semesters during the student’s graduate experience. Graduate students may appeal adverse decisions impacting their progress toward a graduate degree. Appeals should be conducted according to the process outlined in the Ball State University Code of Student Rights & Responsibilities.

ASHA Standards for Certification 

The course objectives relate to the following Standards for Clinical Certification (2020) from the Council for Clinical Certification in Audiology and Speech-Language Pathology.

	Course Objective
	ASHA Standards of Certification 2020

	1. The student will demonstrate, through supervised practicum, application of knowledge in evaluation and/or treatment of various client populations that vary in types and severities of communication/swallowing disorders or communication differences, which are across the life span, and are culturally/linguistically diverse; including articulation/phonology, voice, fluency, language, cognitive communication, swallowing, hearing, social aspects, and/or communication modalities. 
	Standard IV-B
The applicant must have demonstrated knowledge of basic human communication and swallowing processes, including the appropriate biological, neurological, acoustic, psychological, developmental, and linguistic and cultural bases. The applicant must have demonstrated the ability to integrate information pertaining to normal and abnormal human development across the life span.
Standard IV-C
The applicant must have demonstrated knowledge of communication and swallowing disorders and differences, including the appropriate etiologies, characteristics, and anatomical/physiological, acoustic, psychological, developmental, and linguistic and cultural correlates in the following areas:
· Speech sound production, to encompass articulation, motor planning and execution, phonology, and accent modification
· Fluency and fluency disorders
· Voice and resonance, including respiration and phonation
· Receptive and expressive language, including phonology, morphology, syntax, semantics, pragmatics (language use and social aspects of communication), prelinguistic communication, paralinguistic communication (e.g., gestures, signs, body language), and literacy in speaking, listening, reading, and writing
· Hearing, including the impact on speech and language
· Swallowing/feeding, including (a) structure and function of orofacial myology and (b) oral, pharyngeal, laryngeal, pulmonary, esophageal, gastrointestinal, and related functions across the life span
· Cognitive aspects of communication, including attention, memory, sequencing, problem solving, and executive functioning
· Social aspects of communication, including challenging behavior, ineffective social skills, and lack of communication opportunities
· Augmentative and alternative communication modalities
Standard IV-D: 
For each of the areas specified in Standard IV-C, the applicant must have demonstrated current knowledge of the principles and methods of prevention, assessment, and intervention for persons with communication and swallowing disorders, including consideration of anatomical/physiological, psychological, developmental, and linguistic and cultural correlates.


	2. The student will demonstrate application of ethical conduct standards to clinical decisions. 
	Standard IV-E:
The applicant must have demonstrated knowledge of standards of ethical conduct.

	3. The student will complete a thorough chart review, develop a complete diagnostic plan, and write a full diagnostic evaluation report that is accurate in style, format and grammar. 
	Standard V-A: 
The applicant must possess skill in oral and written or other forms of communication sufficient for entry into professional practice.

	4. The student will consistently meet levels of performance as expected for each sequential semester of clinical work as measured through the use of the Ball State University Clinical Competence Form in the following areas:
· Evaluation
· Intervention
· Personal & professional qualities 
· Professional report writing
	Standard V-B
The applicant must have completed a program of study that included experiences sufficient in breadth and depth to achieve the following skills outcomes:

1. Evaluation
a. Conduct screening and prevention procedures, including prevention activities.
b. Collect case history information and integrate information from clients/patients, family, caregivers, teachers, and relevant others, including other professionals.
c. Select and administer appropriate evaluation procedures, such as behavioral observations, nonstandardized and standardized tests, and instrumental procedures.
d. Adapt evaluation procedures to meet the needs of individuals receiving services.
e. Interpret, integrate, and synthesize all information to develop diagnoses and make appropriate recommendations for intervention.
f. Complete administrative and reporting functions necessary to support evaluation.
g. Refer clients/patients for appropriate services.

2. Intervention
a. Develop setting-appropriate intervention plans with measurable and achievable goals that meet clients’/patients’ needs. Collaborate with clients/patients and relevant others in the planning process.
b. Implement intervention plans that involve clients/patients and relevant others in the intervention process.
c. Select or develop and use appropriate materials and instrumentation for prevention and intervention.
d. Measure and evaluate clients’/patients’ performance and progress.
e. Modify intervention plans, strategies, materials, or instrumentation as appropriate to meet the needs of clients/patients.
f. Complete administrative and reporting functions necessary to support intervention.
g. Identify and refer clients/patients for services, as appropriate.

3. Interaction and Personal Qualities
a. Communicate effectively, recognizing the needs, values, preferred mode of communication, and cultural/linguistic background of the individual(s) receiving services, family, caregivers, and relevant others.
b. Manage the care of individuals receiving services to ensure an interprofessional, team-based collaborative practice.
c. Provide counseling regarding communication and swallowing disorders to clients/patients, family, caregivers, and relevant others.
d. Adhere to the ASHA Code of Ethics and behave professionally.





COURSE STATEMENTS & POLICIES

Attendance 

Students are responsible for notifying clinical supervisors prior to scheduled clinic time when they will be absent from clinic for any reason, including illness, quarantine, bereavement and jury duty. Documentation will be required for absences (for example, a doctor’s note or jury duty notice.)
Explore Ball State course attendance policies. 
Client Cancellation Policy
If the assigned client cancels in advance, students should notify their clinical supervisor as soon as possible to ensure the appointment cancellation is recorded in the electronic medical record system (PNC). Students should check PNC for cancellations prior to setting up for their session (Students should not call the office to inquire if their patient has cancelled.) All cancellations should be documented in PNC. Students should keep in mind the interprofessional clinics will operate AS USUAL when area schools are delayed. Students may be asked to find another colleague to cover their client or see another clinician’s client with minimal notice. A student’s One Drive folders & PNC notes should be complete, and the information should be “reader friendly” for the next clinician. 
Client Charts 
The Speech-Language Clinic has transitioned to electronic documentation and billing. However, some information (e.g., assessment protocols) will still be in the client’s paper charts (see Records Room). Students should make sure to check the Records Room to see if their client has a paper chart. Students should make sure they are adhering to the client folder check-out times if they are wanting to review past protocols. Client folders are not permitted to leave the building. Students are responsible for their client’s folder. Students should make sure all documentation requirements are complete and filed appropriately. Client files will be reviewed by clinical supervisors at midterm & final to ensure all paperwork is filed correctly. 
Professional Behavior & Dress
Student clinicians should wear their BSU ID and be dressed professionally for all clinic services (see Clinic Handbook on Canvas for acceptable clinic attire). Students should avoid perfume or cologne as many clients have allergies. Students should not be late for clinic. Preparation & organization are key elements to a successful therapy experience for both the student clinician and the client. Students should remember to be flexible. 


Communication & Meetings 
1. General announcements, forms, & pertinent information will be placed on CANVAS under the SPAA 620 Canvas page and/or in the assigned clinic supervisor’s Canvas Clinic Community. 
2. Documents placed on OneDrive: No personal identifiers should be used. This includes Lesson Plans, self-reflections, assessment, goals, plan of care, & session details. Students should complete all documentation in the Documentation Room. 
3. Students should check their BSU email & CANAS regularly. It is critical that students have frequent contact with their supervisor during the week to discuss personal clinical growth & goals.  
SLP Graduate Student Handbook
Students are responsible for reviewing all information in the SLP Graduate Student Handbook and Clinic Handbook (both are available on Canvas). Students will be held accountable for knowledge of necessary information including the number of clinical hours needed to graduate, equipment/materials rooms’ procedures, dress code, etc.
Clinic Supervision Policy

It is the supervisor’s responsibility to make clinical assignments and to assist students in discovering the best plan of action for assessment. The student clinician is responsible for spending the time to research possible assessment approaches and to review standardized tests. Student clinicians will be guided along the way by the clinical supervisor and suggestions made as appropriate. 


CANVAS & STUDENT PRIVACY


Canvas Accessibility

Canvas provides a user experience that is easy, simple, & intuitive. Special attention has been paid to making Canvas screen readable. The Rich Content Editor encourages users to create accessible content pages (i.e. text formatting is accomplished using styles). Canvas is designed to allow limited customization of colors & schemes to be accessible for all users. The National Federation of the Blind granted Canvas the Gold Level Web Certification in 2010.

Find more information by visiting the Canvas Voluntary Product Accessibility Template (VPAT).

FERPA & Privacy

As a student, your educational records are considered confidential. Under FERPA (Family Educational Rights & Privacy Act), your records are confidential & protected. Under most circumstances, your records will not be released without your written & signed consent. However, some directory information may be released to third parties without your prior consent unless a written request to restrict this is on file. You can learn more about student rights to privacy by reading Ball State's FERPA & Privacy & Protection.

Video Conferencing Recording

In this class, software may be used to record live class discussions. As a student in this class, your participation in live class discussions may be recorded. These recordings typically will be made available only to students enrolled in the class, to assist those who cannot attend the live session or to serve as a resource for those who would like to review content that was presented. Students who prefer to participate via audio only will be allowed to disable their video camera so only audio will be captured. Students who prefer to listen only must disable their audio capability & visual camera. If you have concerns, please discuss these options with me.

[bookmark: _Hlk206592602]
UNIVERSITY POLICIES

University Statement

We are committed to ensuring that all members of the community are welcome, through valuing the various experiences and world views represented at Ball State and among those we serve.  We promote a culture of respect and civil discourse.  If you need course adaptations or accommodations because of a disability, please contact the instructor of record as soon as possible.  Ball State’s Disability Services office coordinates services for students with disabilities; documentation of a disability needs to be on file in that office before any accommodations can be provided.  Disability services can be contacted at 765 285-5293 or dsd@bsu.edu.


Attendance Policies

Students are expected to review course syllabi regarding absence guidelines & follow those guidelines. The University has a number of specific policies regarding student absences that are housed within different areas. Explore Ball State course attendance policies.




Student Academic Ethics Policy 

Honesty, trust, and personal responsibility are fundamental attributes of the university community. Academic dishonesty and other forms of academic misconduct threaten the foundation of an institution dedicated to the pursuit of knowledge and will not be tolerated. To maintain its credibility and reputation, and to equitably assign evaluations of scholastic and creative performance, Ball State University is committed to maintaining a climate that upholds and values the highest standards of academic integrity. Visit the VPAA’s academic integrity website (Students tab) for resources on understanding academic integrity, citing sources properly, and avoiding inadvertent academic dishonesty. To learn about BSU’s academic integrity expectations and students’ rights, please read the University Student Academic Ethics Policy.  
Academic integrity violations include giving or receiving an unfair academic advantage (cheating), presenting someone else’s ideas or work as your own (plagiarism), and falsifying academic records. Unless otherwise indicated, you must work independently by yourself. Check with me if you are unsure whether something constitutes academic dishonesty. Examples of academic integrity violations include but are not limited to:   
· Using resources not authorized by the faculty member (including devices, AI tools, hidden notes, and open books)  
· Using commercial study websites to find answers to graded assignments (Chegg, Course Hero, StudyPool, OneClass, etc.).  
· Without the instructor’s written permission, giving away, buying, or selling graded assignments class notes, exams, study guides, or other course materials to other students or to third-party vendors (Course Hero, Chegg, 24HourAnswers, etc.). 
· Working with another person on any assignment other than authorized group projects.  
· Sharing or allowing others to access your files, whether done with permission or not.  
· Reusing your own work from another semester, course, or section.  
· Sharing answers with others during exams (passing notes, texting, whispering, gesturing)  
· Discussing exam questions and answers with students who have not taken the exam.  
· Soliciting others to complete work for you. 








ACADEMIC SUPPORT SERVICES



The Learning Center 
The Learning Center offers free Tutoring and Academic Coaching for many courses at Ball State. Students can make appointments for online (Zoom) or in-person (NQ 350) appointments. To make an appointment, visit myballstate.bsu.edu and click on “Navigate” in the Academic Tools section, or just go directly to bsu.navigate.eab.com.  
Testing accommodations for students with disabilities are available for students who have received the appropriate documentation from Disability Services. Tests may be administered in the Learning Center.  
Supplemental Instruction is available in select courses. If you have an SI leader for your course, that person will provide students with information the first week of school regarding weekly study sessions. For more information about Learning Center programming, visit bsu.edu/learningcenter or call 765-285-1006. Follow us on Instagram: BallStateLC.  
The Writing Center 
All writers improve with practice and feedback, so as a student in this course, you are encouraged to use the Writing Center (in Robert Bell 295 during weekdays, Bracken Library First Floor West in the evenings, or online during any of our regularly scheduled hours) to get additional feedback on your writing.  
The Writing Center offers free planning, feedback, and accountability sessions (in person and online) to all students composing essays, reports, reflections, research projects, web content, lesson plans, slideshows, poster presentations, resumes, and other digital or print texts. To schedule a free appointment to discuss your writing, go to bsu.edu/writingcenter. Online and in-person appointments are available; however, plan ahead because appointments book quickly! 
The Basic Needs Hub 
If you are having difficulty affording enough food, do not have a safe and reliable place to sleep, and/or experiencing an emergency or crisis, help is available through the Basic Needs Hub. The Basic Needs Hub has information, resources, and provides individualized support to students. To talk with a supportive staff member about your experience, receive one on one assistance, or learn more about resources, you can submit a Basic Needs Assistance Form.

The Counseling Center

The Ball State University Counseling Center offers free & confidential services to all students. The Counseling Center is located in Lucina Hall, Room 320. To schedule an appointment, you can contact us at 765-285-1736. Ball State now also offers a 24/7 Crisis Line, which can be reached at 765-285-HOPE (4673). The Crisis Line is a mental health resource for those who are struggling with any mental health concerns, including thoughts of self-harm &/or suicide. 

At the Ball State Counseling Center, we see students for a variety of reasons, some of which include homesickness, relationship concerns, anxiety, & depression. At your first appointment, you will work with a therapist to create a plan that will connect you with resources that best fit your needs. We assist students with getting connected to therapy at our Center as well as connecting students to self-help resources, other on-campus resources, & community-based resources. All Ball State students also have access to several on-demand, self-help resources through a variety of different platforms. All of these resources, including a direct link to our website, can be found here.

The Speaking Center  
The Speaking Center is a free resource available to all members of the BSU community wanting to improve their public speaking abilities. We offer personalized coaching designed to help you become a more confident and effective speaker. Our trained coaches provide constructive feedback and support throughout the entire speech preparation process, whether you are in the early stages of brainstorming ideas and organizing your thoughts, or you need to practice your delivery and refine your message.  
The Center is in the David Letterman Communication and Media Building, room 302. To schedule an appointment, please access us through your Navigate app or use this direct link to sign up for a time. Appointments are available both in person and on Zoom. Appointments are available in person, on Zoom, and in virtual reality (VR) for those interested in practicing in an immersive speaking


For more information about all of our programming, visit bsu.edu/learningcenter or call 765-285-1006. Email us at learncenter@bsu.edu

SUBJECT TO CHANGE STATEMENT

This syllabus & schedule are subject to change in the event of extenuating  circumstances.
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