
Ball State University, College of Fine Arts, School of Music 
Fall 2025 – Studio Band, MUSC 367 

  
Director: Cassius Goens 
Office: MU021 
Phone: 765-285-5459 (office) 
             765-977-8581 (cell) 
Class MeeOngs: T/TR 2-4pm, Soundhouse A 
  
Course DescripOon  
  
The Ball State Studio Band. Studio Band is a universal pop ensemble that plays in mul>ple styles 
and se?ngs. Much like a professional group of studio musicians, the students get exposed to 
reading, performing, and recording different styles of music. The stylis>c paleGe ranges from 
Soul/Funk to Hip-Hop, to classic rock and mainstream pop. A total of 24 credits may be earned, 
but no more than 3 in any one semester or term. 
  
RaOonale  
  
The Studio Ensemble and its members strive to achieve the highest level of performance. Each 
of you have a responsibility to pay proper respect to; the Ensemble's reputa>on, each other, 
those who have come before you in the ensemble, the various genres of music, and the 
University’s School of Music and Music Media Produc>on Program. This class is a project-based 
class, where students will learn the how to interpret and perform many diverse styles of 
commercial and popular styles including, R&B, Soul, Pop and Rock/Funk music. Students will 
have the opportunity to collaborate with the Professor to discuss and select appropriate 
repertoire for performance as well as effec>ve strategies to prepare the selected repertoire for 
performance. 
  
Course ObjecOves/Student Learning ObjecOves  
 
Students enrolled in the course are expected to improve individually and, as an ensemble 
member, as significantly as possible in order to achieve both a sa>sfying performance level 
within the ensemble and a level of exper>se that can be transferred to other ensembles and 
literature. Upon comple>on of the semester course, students will: 

• Develop the highest standards of rehearsal e>queGe 
• Iden>fy, Study and implement best rehearsal/performance prac>ces in performing main 

stream jazz and pop music 
• Develop internaliza>on of a solid sense of >me placement and rhythm. 
• Develop and improve a student’s ability to sight-read music. 
• Arranging, wri>ng, and master musical and technical components of large jazz ensemble 

performance music. 



• Learn to use aspects of musical theory, harmony, melodic structure and musical styles to 
arrange, write and perform mainstream popular music and other diverse commercial 
styles 

• Learn to u>lize various aspects of stylis>c nuance, dynamics and ar>cula>ons to produce 
a musically crea>ve performance of the literature studied. 

• Play a diverse Repertoire, at the highest level of performance possible. 
• Work together with fellow ensemble members to hone listening skills of self, others 

nearby, lead parts, and the ensemble as a whole. 
• Successfully complete scheduled concerts throughout the semester. 

  
Course ExpectaOons  
 
We will study, rehearse and perform many pieces of music. I look closely at how well a student 
has prepared for rehearsal. Arriving to class is ESSENTIAL! 
  
Extra-curricular performances will be a large porOon of this class. If you are unable to make a 
performance (unless granted an excepOon from the director) or fail to show up for a 
performance without any noOce, you will receive an automaOc “F.”  
 
Necessary Prepara>on includes: 

• Proper warm up prior to rehearsal 
• Prac>cing any piece of music we have decided to perform or prepare for performance or 

recording 
• A func>onal instrument – vocalists this includes you!! Take care of those cords! 
• Your gear must be in good working order, and complete! Please have all extension cords, 

patch cords, s>cks, brushes, valve oil, slide cream and mutes. 
• Failure to consistently be prepared, as defined above will result in the lowering of your 

final leGer grade by 5% for each offense. 
  
A_tude  
We are all here to learn. To func>on as a band, the players must be courteous, and respecbul to 
one another, as well as to the director. There is only one person in charge, the director. Any 
concerns need to be directed to the aGen>on of the director. We will all play beGer as a band if 
there is a mutual respect for one another. You are all talented, and should consider yourself 
fortunate to be a part of this fantas>c group. I will do my best to facilitate your musical skills. 
  
Charts  
Each student must be completely responsible for his/her folder and music. 
  
 
 
 
 
 



 
A`endance Policy  
Professionals exhibit excellent aGendance. This course is a forum in which you will demonstrate 
professionalism and dedica>on to the music profession. Further, the Studio Band is composed 
of students placed one on a part. The ensemble cannot func>on properly with any of the parts 
missing. A`endance is required at each rehearsal! In the event a rehearsal must be missed due 
to illness, unexpected emergency, or conflict with a university event, the instructor and other 
ensemble members should be no>fied in advance whenever possible. It is also strongly 
encouraged that you get a subs>tute musician to take your place if one of these events should 
happen. 
AGAIN – Unexcused absence from any of the required performances throughout the semester 
will result in an automaOc grade of F for the semester and expulsion from the ensemble.  
  
Rehearsals  
All players must be seated, warmed-up and ready to play! In the past I have aGempted to use 
grades to get people to rehearsal on >me. If you take the class for a grade, show up when you 
are supposed to and make improvement you will receive an A. 
  
Concerts  
Students must look closely at the Calendar and transfer all per>nent dates to one’s personal 
calendar. This ensemble will perform several concerts during the semester. MISSING A 
CONCERT WILL RESULT IN A FAILING GRADE FOR THE COURSE, UNLESS EXCUSED BEFOREHAND 
BY THE DIRECTOR.  
 

CONFIRMED CONCERTS 
 

September 7, 4-6:30pm – Belgian Horse Winery 
September 11, 5-8pm – FAME, Brown Family Amphitheater 
September 12, 6-9pm – College of Health Sciences 
October 17, Time TBA – Power of Beneficence – Jo Ann Gora Rec Center 
  
Grading Policy  
Your grade will be assessed through the considera>on and combina>on of many factors, 
observed by the director. These factors are: A_tude in rehearsal and toward others in the 
ensemble, A`endance, including but not limited to punctuality – applicable to all rehearsals, 
performances and sec>onals, Development, most notably a student’s progress, and growth as a 
musician throughout the semester, Preparedness, as this is direct evidence of a student’s 
outside prac>ce, and finally, Professionalism, as displayed by your behavior at performances. 
  
Cell phone usage/texOng during rehearsal  
Cell phones/smart phones are not permiGed at any >me during rehearsal unless for use as a 
tuner, song reference, vocalists reading lyrics, or educa>onal purposes. I need everyone focused 
and engaged during rehearsal at all >mes! 



Special Needs: We are commiGed to ensuring that all members of the community are welcome, 
through valuing the various experiences and worldviews represented at Ball State and among 
those we serve. We promote a culture of respect and civil discourse If you need course 
adapta>ons or accommoda>ons due to a disability, please contact me as soon as possible. Ball 
State's Disability Services office coordinates services for students with disabili>es. You'll need to 
have documenta>on on file with them before any accommoda>ons can be provided. You can 
contact them at 765-285-5293 or dsd@bsu.edu. 
  
Academic Honesty: Please refer to the academic dishonesty policies and procedures outlined in 
the “Code of Student Rights and Responsibili>es: Student Academic Ethics Policy” at Ball State 
University. Plagiarism or viola>ons of copyright policies are a form of academic dishonesty and 
are treated as an ethics viola>on. You are expected to research and learn from exis>ng material 
but also to give credit to its source. 
  
Title IX: Ball State University is commi`ed to providing a safe and inclusive learning 
environment for all students. If you or someone you know has experienced sexual 
harassment—including sexual assault, da>ng violence, domes>c violence, or stalking, please 
know that you are not alone. The University offers support services and resources. For more 
informa>on or to report an incident, please visit www.bsu.edu/Otleix or contact the Title IX 
Coordinator at 765-285-1545 or at Otleix@bsu.edu. 
 
As your instructor, I am a mandatory reporter under the Title IX policy and required to report 
any informaOon I receive about possible sexual harassment. This includes informa>on shared 
in class discussions, assignments, or private conversa>ons.    
What happens aker I report? The Title IX Coordinator will email the person who experienced 
sexual harassment (complainant) and invite them to schedule a mee>ng. If the 
complainant chooses to meet with the Title IX Coordinator,  
 

• Title IX Coordinator will offer suppor>ve measures (e.g., counseling, extensions on 
deadlines, course-related adjustments, changes to work or class schedules, and/or 
referrals to campus offices), review the policy, and discuss op>ons to move forward. 
 

• If a complaint is filed by the complainant or the University, an inves>ga>on will begin 
following University policy. 
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The Learning Center: The Learning Center offers free Tutoring and Academic Coaching for many 
courses at Ball State. Students can make appointments for online (Zoom) or in-person (NQ 350) 
appointments.    
To make an appointment, visit MyBallState and select “Navigate” or just go directly 
to h`ps://bsu.navigate.eab.com. 
Tes>ng accommoda>ons for students with disabili>es are available for students who have 
received the appropriate documenta>on from Disability Services.  Tests may be administered in 
the Learning Center.   
Supplemental Instruc>on is available in select courses.  If you have an SI leader for your course, 
that person will provide students with informa>on the first week of school regarding weekly 
study sessions. 
For more informa>on about all of our programming, visit bsu.edu/learningcenter or call 765-
285-1006. Follow us on Instagram: BallStateLC. 
  
The Basic Needs Hub: If you are having difficulty affording enough food, do not have a safe and 
reliable place to sleep, and/or experiencing an emergency or crisis, help is available through 
the Basic Needs Hub.  The Basic Needs Hub has informa>on, resources, and provides 
individualized support to students.  To talk with a suppor>ve staff member about your 
experience, receive one on one assistance, or learn more about resources, you can submit 
a Basic Needs Assistance Form. 
  
The Counseling Center: The Ball State University Counseling Center offers free and confiden>al 
services to all students. The Counseling Center is located in Lucina Hall, Room 320. To schedule 
an appointment, you can contact us at 765-285-1736. Ball State also offers a 24/7 Crisis Line, 
which can be reached at 765-285-HOPE (4673). The Crisis Line is a mental health resource for 
those who are struggling with any mental health concerns, including thoughts of self-harm 
and/or suicide. At the Ball State Counseling Center, we see students for a variety of reasons, 
some of which include homesickness, rela>onship concerns, anxiety, and depression. At your 
first appointment, you will work with a therapist to create a plan that will connect you with 
resources that best fit your needs. We assist students with ge?ng connected to therapy at our 
Center as well as connec>ng students to self-help resources, other on-campus resources, and 
community-based resources. All Ball State students also have access to several on-demand, self-
help resources through a variety of different plaborms. All of these resources, including a direct 
link to our website, can be found here. 
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