
 

Course Name: Furniture Design 

Course Number: IDES 421  

Term Offered: Fall 2025 

Credits: 3 credits 

Location: AT 262e 

Time: M, W 11am to 12:50pm 

Instructor: Dr. Shireen Kanakri 

Instructor email: smkanakri@bsu.edu 

Instructor phone and office :765.285-1470, Applied technology building room AT 249 

Office hours: Every M, W from 1pm to 2pm  
 

1. Course Description. (3) This studio emphasizes the study of furniture design as art and science. 

Students will be introduced to historical styles and theoretical concepts, aesthetics and 

ergonomics, technology and design processes of furniture and furnishings, including the 
examination of differing forms, cultural references, anthropometrics, materials, and traditional 

to hybrid fabrication processes. 

 

Prerequisites: Interior Design Studio 3 (IDES 324) 
 

2. Course Rationale. Based on industry standards provided by the Council for Interior Design 

Accreditation (CIDA), graduates must be able to select and apply products and custom design 
elements to a design solution. This course focuses on material applications with consideration 

of historical and theoretical precedents, aesthetics, human-centered design, and the design 

process. 

 

3. Course Objectives: 

Following successful completion of the course the student will be able to: 

 

• Distinguish the major forms, typological orders and styles in furniture design. 

Following successful completion of the course, the students will be able to: 

• Apply human factors, ergonomics, inclusive, and universal design principles to design 

solutions to a designed piece of furniture.  Universal design refers broadly to “the design 
and composition of an environment so that it can be accessed, understood, and used to 

the greatest extent possible by all people regardless of their age, size, ability, or 

disability.” Quote attributed to the Center for Excellence in Universal Design website. 
ADA and similar Canadian regulations are addressed in Standard 16. Inclusive design 

refers broadly to current social-political issues related to inclusion and considers 

various forms of human differences such as abilities, language, race, culture, gender, 

age, and neurodiversity. Design for inclusion addresses embodied equity within a range 
of solutions in the built environment versus one design solution that accommodates 

multiple users. Examples could include gender-neutral restrooms, non-gendered 

iconography and signage, acknowledgment of cultural identity, etc. Also see the 
Embodied Equity Standards Essay on the CIDA website (www.accredit-id.org) under 

Accreditation/Policies and Procedures, Standards/Professional Standards. 

CIDA_7e_ApAb 
Reference precedents used in the designed furniture piece (furniture, decorative arts, material 

culture, etc.). Material culture relates to the making, history, preservation, and interpretation of 

objects. CIDA_10b_Awar 
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• Identify furniture based on historical context and framework. CIDA_10d_Undr 

     Express diverse historical perspective in the final project. Examples could include exploring 

gender, race, culture, ethnicity, and other perspectives including those that have been historically 

underrepresented. CIDA_10g_Prog 

• Describe how materials and finishes support the design intent of the designed piece. 

CIDA_13a_Undr 
     Fabricate a prototype/final designed piece using appropriate products and materials. 

CIDA_13b_Undr 

Appropriate and responsible product and material choices. Criteria could include life cycle cost, 
circular economy, embodied energy, and embodied equity. Also see the Embodied Equity 

Standards Essay on the CIDA website (www.accredit-id.org) under Accreditation/Policies and 

Procedures, Standards/Professional Standards CIDA_13c_Undr 

• Explain how human and environmental well-being is demonstrated in relation to project 

criteria. Dimensions of human well-being could include safety, health, ergonomics, comfort, 
flexibility in use, as well as psychological wellness. Dimensions of environmental well-

being could include responsible use of resources, the impact of materials selections, 

sourcing, and the role of manufacturer representatives in this process. CIDA_13d_Undr 

• Select and apply products and materials on the basis of their properties and performance criteria,   
including ergonomics, environmental attributes, and life safety. CIDA_13e_ApAb 

• Design and specify a broad range of appropriate products, materials, furniture, fixtures, 

equipment, and elements in support of the design intent. Products, materials, objects, and 

elements could include window treatments; textiles; hard and soft goods; wall, floor, and 
ceiling treatments; appliances; equipment; plumbing and lighting fixtures and hardware. 

CIDA_13f_ApAb 

• Specify detailed drawings of joinery, fasteners, and construction materials including products 

and finishes. CIDA_15d_Undr 

• integrate applicable systems such as power, data, lighting, telecommunications, etc. 

CIDA_15e_Undr 

4. Course Rationale 
 

The study of furniture design is an intrinsic part of the interior design discipline. 

A broad knowledge and understanding of the many aspects of furniture design which include 

the history, theory, cultural and social representations, fundamentals of form, human factors, 

materials, fabrication techniques, product standards on mass-manufacturing process, and 
marketing and professional practice. The course will be based on the artistic, technical, 

humanistic and scientific training leading to the comprehensive understanding of furniture 

forms as tools for living. 
 

5. Course Format. Studio 
 

6. Course Content. 

Introduction to Furniture Design 

Historical Overview 
Function and Social Use 

• Proxemics 

Form, Spatial Organization and Typological Orders 

Furniture Case Studies (700 B.C – 2007) 

Furniture Design Theory 
Design process 

• Furniture detailing 

• Specification, Construction 

• Furniture Design Phases 

• Cost Estimate 

• Mock-up and prototypes Materials 

• Fabrication 

• Professional Practice and Marketing Furniture Merchandising 

 



The main project:  

• Design and construct a prototype or  

• Full-size piece of furniture 

• Scaled 3d models and mock-ups 

• Construction documents appropriate for the designed piece, e.g., axonometric, 

Materials list, cost estimate,  

• Specifications of materials, etc. 

• Fabrication of the designed prototype or furniture piece 

• Technology and systems design incorporated into the final product, e.g., keyboard 

trays, power, data, lighting, grommets for wiring, etc. 

 

Topics to guide the project: 

• Precedents studies and material culture, i.e., the making, history, preservation, and 

interpretation of objects and furnishings 

• Materials and finishes appropriate to the designed final products 

• Introduction to ready-to-assemble furniture (RTA), i.e., also known as knock-down 

furniture (KD), flat pack furniture, kit furniture, etc. 

• Properties and performance criteria human factors 

• Ergonomics 

• Anthropometrics 

• Environmental well-being 

• Universal/inclusive design 

• Life safety 

• Life cycle cost 

 

7. Disability Statement 
 

If you need course adaptations or accommodations because of a disability, please contact me as 

soon as possible. Ball State's Disability Services office coordinates services for students with 

disabilities; documentation of a disability needs to be on file in that office before any 

accommodations can be provided. Disability Services can be contacted at 765-285-5293 or 

dsd@bsu.edu. 
 

8. Grading Policies 

Students should refer to the Academic section in Student Rules and 

Regulations Students’ performance will be evaluated based on the 
following components: 

 
Project 50 % 

Discussion boards 15 % 

Exams 20 % 

Group PPT chapters 10 % 

Participation in the class 5 % 

 
TOTAL: 100 Points 

 

The grading method will be specified in the assignment statement. The final semester 
grade will reflect all of the student’s work through the course of the semester and will use 

the following standards. 

A: 90-100 points; B: 80-89 points; C: 70-79 points; D: 60-69 points; F: 0-59 points 
LATE WORK with a delay of 0-2 days will receive a 10-point deduction in the grade; 3-7 

days with 20-point deduction. LATE WORK WITH MORE THAN 7 DAYS OF DELAY 

WILL NOT BE ACCEPTED. 
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Other Pertinent Grading Information (Rubric Included) 

Earning an “A” is not automatic, nor is it based upon turning in required work on time or 
working hard. These are expected of every student. To earn an “A”, the student must show 

an extraordinary devotion to the work and a willingness to push him/herself to a new level 

of comprehension. 

9. Attendance Policies 

The University views class attendance as the responsibility of an individual student. 

Attendance is essential to complete the course successfully. University rules related to 

excused and unexcused absences are located on-line at www.bsu.edu 
 

Project due dates will be provided in the project statements. Students should contact the 

instructor if work is turned in late due to an absence that is excused under the University’s 
attendance policy. In such cases the instructor will either provide the student an 

opportunity to make up any quiz, exam or other graded activities or provide a satisfactory 

alternative to be completed within 30 calendar days from the last day of the absence. 
There will be no opportunity for students to make up work missed because of an 

unexcused absence. 

 

Other Pertinent Attendance Information 

Two points will be deducted for one unexcused absence. 30-minute late will be counted as 

an absence. More than three unexcused absences will lead to a failure in this class. 

 

10. Bibliography: 
 

Textbook: 

Postell, J. (2007) Furniture design. New Jersey: John Wiley and Sons, Inc. (required) 
 

 

11. Methods of Evaluating Student Performance. 

The students are evaluated by the instructor. Evaluation criteria and method for determining course 
grade must be distributed to students at the beginning of the semester. Care of Facilities 

The use of spray paint or other surface-altering materials is not permitted in the Langford  

Complex, except in designated zones. Students who violate this rule will be liable for the expenses 
associated with repairing damaged building finishes and surfaces. At the end of the semester, your 

area must be clean of all trash. 

 
12.  Studio Policy 

All students, faculty, administration and staff of the Interior Design Program in Ball University are 

dedicated to the principle that the Design Studio is the central component of an effective education in 
architecture. They are equally dedicated to the belief that students and faculty must lead balanced 

lives and use time wisely, including time outside the design studio, to gain from all aspects of  

university education and world experiences. They also believe that design is the integration of many 

parts, that process is as important as product, and that the act of design and of professional practice is 
inherently interdisciplinary, requiring active and respectful collaboration with others. 

 

Students and faculty in every design studio will embody the fundamental values of optimism, respect, 
sharing, engagement, and innovation. Every design studio will therefore encourage the rigorous 

exploration of ideas, diverse viewpoints, and the integration of all aspects of architecture (practical, 

theoretical, scientific, spiritual, and artistic), by providing a safe and supportive environment for 
thoughtful innovation. Every design studio will increase skills in professional communication, 

through drawing, modeling, writing and speaking. 
13. University Policies 

The following statement can be found on the VPAA Faculty Syllabus Resources website: 

We are committed to ensuring that all members of the community are welcome, through valuing the 

various experiences and worldviews represented at Ball State and among those we serve. We promote 
a culture of respect and civil discourse. 

If you need course adaptations or accommodations because of a disability, please contact the 

instructor of record as soon as possible. Ball State's Disability Services office coordinates services for 

http://www.bsu.edu/
https://www.bsu.edu/about/administrativeoffices/disability-services


students with disabilities; documentation of a disability needs to be on file in that office before any 

accommodations can be provided. Disability Services can be contacted at 765-285-5293 
or dsd@bsu.edu. 

 

Ball State University is committed to providing a safe and inclusive learning environment for 

all students. If you or someone you know has experienced sexual harassment—including sexual 

assault, dating violence, domestic violence, or stalking, please know that you are not alone. The 

University offers support services and resources. For more information or to report an incident, please 

visit bsu.edu/titleix or contact the Title IX Coordinator at 765-285-1545 or at titleix@bsu.edu  
As your instructor, I am a mandatory reporter under the Title IX policy and required to report 

any information I receive about possible sexual harassment. This includes information shared in 

class discussions, assignments, or private conversations. 
What happens after I report? The Title IX Coordinator will email the person who experienced 

sexual harassment (complainant) and invite them to schedule a meeting. If the 

complainant chooses to meet with the Title IX Coordinator, 
Title IX Coordinator will offer supportive measures (e.g., counseling, extensions on deadlines, 

course-related adjustments, changes to work or class schedules, and/or referrals to campus offices), 

review the policy, and discuss options to move forward. 

If a complaint is filed by the complainant or the University, an investigation will begin following 
University policy. 

14. Ball State Academic Ethics 

Honesty, trust, and personal responsibility are fundamental attributes of the university community. 

Academic dishonesty and other forms of academic misconduct threaten the foundation of an institution 

dedicated to the pursuit of knowledge and will not be tolerated. To maintain its credibility and 

reputation, and to equitably assign evaluations of scholastic and creative performance, Ball State 
University is committed to maintaining a climate that upholds and values the highest standards of 

academic integrity. Visit the complete Student Academic Ethics Policy.  
15. Plagiarism Policy 

Plagiarism is not acceptable, unless otherwise indicated for all assignments, you must work 

independently by yourself. Sharing of files is not permitted for any reason.  

Potential Violations 
Examples of academic integrity violations include but are not limited to:  

• Working with another person on any assignment other than authorized group projects.  

• Sharing or allowing others to access your files, whether done with permission or not.  

• Use or possession of a file created by someone else.  

• Reusing work from another semester, course, or section.  

• Fraudulent submission of work.  

• Using unauthorized materials during Exams.  

• Impersonating someone else or having them impersonate you.  

• Making fraudulent or dishonest statements regarding your work.  

• Soliciting others to complete work for you.  

• Posting course files and resources on study or content sharing websites.  

Plagiarism Detection 
The campus subscribes to Turnitin, a plagiarism prevention service, through Canvas. You may need to 

submit written assignments to Turnitin. Student work will be used for plagiarism detection and for no 
other purpose. The student may indicate in writing to the instructor that he/she refuses to participate in 

the plagiarism detection process, in which case the instructor can use other electronic means to verify 

the originality of their work.  

Proctoring 
This course will require the use of the Responds LockDown Browser and Monitor for online exams. 

Watch this short video to get a basic understanding of LockDown Browser and the optional webcam 

feature (which may be required for some exams.) Instructions for obtaining the software can be found in 

mailto:dsd@bsu.edu
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our course.  
16. AI and Chat GPT policy 

 

All work conducted and/or submitted in this course must be your own, completed in accordance with the 
Ball State University’s Student Academic Ethics Policy. You may not collaborate with or make use of 

ChatGPT or any other generative AI applications at any time to develop materials submitted in this course. 

During this class, we may use ChatGPT or other generative AI applications. You will be informed as to 
when, where, and how these tools are permitted to be used, along with guidance for attribution. [Indicate 

your expectations regarding use of applications with AI built-in features]. Any use outside of this 

permission constitutes a violation of Ball State University’s Student Academic Ethics Policy.  

 

Broader Use of Generative AI Permitted/Encouraged Within Specified 
Guidelines   
The use of Generative AI tools, including ChatGPT, is encouraged/permitted in this course for students who 
wish to use them. You may choose to use AI tools to help brainstorm assignments or projects or to revise 

existing work you have written. [Indicate your expectations regarding use of applications with AI built-in 

features]. However, you must cite any AI-generated material that informed your work. Using an AI tool to 

generate content without proper attribution constitutes a violation of Ball State University’s Student 

Academic Ethics Policy.   
 

 

17. Canvas and Student Privacy 

Canvas Accessibility 
Canvas provides a user experience that is easy, simple, and intuitive. Special attention has been paid to 

making Canvas screen-readable. The Rich Content Editor encourages users to create accessible content 

pages (i.e. text formatting is accomplished using styles). Canvas is designed to allow limited customization 

of colors and schemes to be accessible for all users. The National Federation of the Blind granted Canvas 
the Gold Level Web Certification in 2010.  

Find more information by visiting the Canvas Voluntary Product Accessibility Template (VPAT).  

FERPA and Privacy 
As a student, your educational records are considered confidential. Under FERPA (Family Educational 
Rights and Privacy Act), your records are confidential and protected. Under most circumstances, your 

records will not be released without your written and signed consent. However, some directory information 

may be released to third parties without your prior consent unless a written request to restrict this is on file. 
You can learn more about student rights to privacy by reading Ball State's FERPA and Privacy and 

Protection.  

Video Conferencing Recording 
In this class, software may be used to record live class discussions. As a student in this class, your 
participation in live class discussions may be recorded. These recordings typically will be made available 

only to students enrolled in the class, to assist those who cannot attend the live session or to serve as a 

resource for those who would like to review content that was presented. Students who prefer to participate 
via audio only will be allowed to disable their video camera so only audio will be captured. Students who 

prefer to listen only must disable their audio capability and visual camera. If you have concerns, please 

discuss these options with me.  
18. Academic Support Services 

The Learning Center 
The Learning Center offers free Tutoring and Academic Coaching for many courses at Ball State. Students 

can make appointments for online (Zoom) or in-person (NQ 350) appointments. To make an appointment, 
visit myballstate.bsu.edu and click on “Navigate” in the Academic Tools section, or just go directly to 

bsu.navigate.eab.com.  

Testing accommodations for students with disabilities are available for students who have received the 
appropriate documentation from Disability Services. Tests may be administered in the Learning Center.    

Supplemental Instruction is available in select courses. If you have an SI leader for your course, that person 

will provide students with information the first week of school regarding weekly study sessions. For more 

information about Learning Center programming, visit bsu.edu/learningcenter or call 765-285-1006. Follow 
us on Instagram: BallStateLC.  
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The Writing Center 
All writers improve with practice and feedback, so as a student in this course, you are encouraged to use the 

Writing Center (in Robert Bell 295 during weekdays, Bracken Library First Floor West in the evenings, or 

online during any of our regularly scheduled hours) to get additional feedback on your writing.  
The Writing Center offers free planning, feedback, and accountability sessions (in person and online) to all 

students composing essays, reports, reflections, research projects, web content, lesson plans, slideshows, 

poster presentations, resumes, and other digital or print texts. To schedule a free appointment to discuss 

your writing, go to bsu.edu/writingcenter. Online and in-person appointments are available; however, plan 
ahead because appointments book quickly! 

The Basic Needs Hub 
If you are having difficulty affording enough food, do not have a safe and reliable place to sleep, 

and/or experiencing an emergency or crisis, help is available through the Basic Needs Hub. The Basic 
Needs Hub has information, resources, and provides individualized support to students.  To talk with a 

supportive staff member about your experience, receive one on one assistance, or learn more about 

resources, you can submit a Basic Needs Assistance Form.  
19. Subject to Change Statement 

This syllabus and schedule are subject to change in the event of extenuating circumstances.   
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