
Urban Geography  GEOG 321 
Fall 2026  Section 1  CRN: 26291 

 
 
Instructor: Dr. Adam Berland, Ball State School of Earth, Atmosphere, and 
Sustainability 
Course Details: Refer to the course Canvas site for class meeting time and location, 
instructor contact information, and office hours times 
 

Course Description 
Distribution, classification, structure, and function of urban centers. Special attention is given to 
the geographic conditions affecting urban development and growth. 3 credits.  

Course Objectives & Learning Outcomes 
This course examines the geography of contemporary cities. We will explore the structure of cities 
and look into the diverse set of processes and relationships that have shaped and continue to 
reshape cities. We will use geographic concepts to understand key processes in urban systems. 
Students will be expected to engage with urban issues such as governance, poverty, sustainability, 
and race and class relations as a way to learn about urban geography. Along the way, we will also 
become more aware of our own connections to the complex issues facing contemporary cities. At 
the end of the course, students will be able to: 

• Describe characteristics of cities across space and time  
• Describe how cities are formed, how they function, and how they change 
• Demonstrate familiarity with contemporary socio-economic, political, and environmental 

processes in urban systems 
• Think critically about the local urban geography and explore your role within it 
• Interpret the processes of cities using core geographic concepts, such as place and scale 

Course Format 
The course content is outlined in the course schedule at the end of this document. The course will 
be delivered in-person through a mixture of lectures, discussions based on assigned readings, and 
activities that will facilitate your engagement with course topics. Outside of class time, students 
are expected to complete the readings and assignments, and review course material for long-term 
memory and exam preparation. 

Canvas Course Site 
The course Canvas site (bsu.instructure.com) will be a key resource for downloading course 
materials, monitoring grades, and submitting assignments. Seek assistance immediately if you are 
having trouble using Canvas. 
 
 

https://bsu.instructure.com/


GEOG 321 - Syllabus  
Fall 2026, page 2/4 

Required Textbook 
The textbook is required and will be used extensively. Either print or digital format is okay. You 
may share with a classmate, and you do not need to bring it to class meetings. The course text is: 

Kaplan, David H, and Steven R. Holloway. 2024. Urban Geography (4th edition). Wiley. 
 
Link to the book on bsu.bncollege.com 
 
Additional readings will be available on the course Canvas site.  
 
 
 
 

Attendance and Course Engagement 
Engaged students make for a richer course experience for everyone. Students should keep up with 
lecture materials, assigned readings, and course assignments. Students who fall behind due to lack 
of engagement should not expect the instructor to recap everything that was missed. 
Attending classroom meetings is important for building upon course concepts, and students will 
occasionally earn points for contributing to classroom meetings. However, students with a good 
reason for missing classroom meetings will be given the opportunity to make up these points. If 
you must miss a classroom meeting for a good reason (university-sponsored events, taking care of 
an ill family member, and so on), please contact the instructor as soon as possible to make 
alternative arrangements to complete the work. 

Expectations 
The instructor expects that students will put forth an honest effort to complete coursework 
adequately and on time. For an average grade in a 3-credit course, the average student should 
expect to work about 6-9 hours per week on assignments, reading, studying, and attending lectures. 
You may find yourself working more or less to achieve your desired course grade.  
Students can expect the instructor to guide student learning in relevant urban geographic topics, 
assist with problems, and provide timely feedback on student work. Under ordinary circumstances 
I will respond to email within 1 business day.  

University Statement 
We are committed to ensuring that all members of the community are welcome, through valuing 
the various experiences and worldviews represented at Ball State and among those we serve. We 
promote a culture of respect and civil discourse.  

Disability Statement 
If you need course adaptations or accommodations because of a disability, please contact the 
instructor of record as soon as possible. Ball State's Disability Services office coordinates services 
for students with disabilities; documentation of a disability needs to be on file in that office before 
any accommodations can be provided. Disability Services can be contacted at 765-285-5293 or 
dsd@bsu.edu. 
 

https://bsu.bncollege.com/c/Urban-Geography/p/MBS_9433515_used?currentCampus=334&currentTerm=334_1_26_F&currentCourse=334_1_26_F_463_321_1
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Academic Dishonesty 
Academic misconduct (any form of cheating) is not acceptable. This includes, but is not limited 
to, cheating on assignments or exams; plagiarizing, which is claiming as one’s own work any part 
of work done by another; submitting the same work, or substantially similar works, to meet the 
requirements of more than one course without the approval and consent of all instructors 
concerned; and interfering with another student’s work. If you have any questions about what 
constitutes academic misconduct, please ask your instructor. Violations of the academic integrity 
policy will be punished in accordance with the Student Academic Ethics Policy. 
 
Generative AI. Using generative AI tools to complete your assignments will be considered a 
violation of the Academic Ethics Policy unless the AI use is explicitly approved by the instructor. 
In general, students may not submit any work generated by an AI program as their own. Doing so 
is plagiarism and it will be reported as described in the Student Academic Ethics Policy. 

Freedom of Expression 
In this course, we are committed to fostering a learning environment that values intellectual 
diversity, encourages free expression, and promotes open inquiry. As members of the Ball State 
Community, we treat each person in the Ball State community with civility, courtesy, compassion, 
and dignity and respect and learn from differences in people, ideas, and opinions. Please review 
Ball State University’s Statement on Freedom of Expression, the resources on Ball State’s 
Freedom of Expression webpage, and Ball State’s Beneficence Pledge. 
 

Grading 
Grades will be based on the items below. No extra credit is planned for this course. 
45%  3 exams (15% each) 
30%  3 critical thinking activities (10% each) 
15%  Reading quizzes (drop the lowest score) 
10%  Classroom discussions and activities         
 
Grading scale: 
A  94-100% B-  80-83% D+  67-69% 
A-  90-93% C+ 77-79% D  60-66% 
B+  87-89% C  74-76% F  < 60% 
B 84-86% C-  70-73% Cutoff for credit/no-credit (aka pass/fail): 70% 

 
Late work/absences: Late work cannot be made up if missed due to an unexcused absence. In the 
case of excused absence, please contact the instructor as soon as possible (and preferably before 
the deadline is missed) to arrange for a revised due date. 
Grade disputes: Instructors make mistakes grading, or may not see all the possible answers to a 
question. If you feel that your answer deserves credit, please contest the issue in question via email 
within 1 week of the item being graded. Explain why you think you deserve credit. 
 

This syllabus is subject to change in the event of extenuating circumstances. 

https://www.bsu.edu/about/administrativeoffices/associateprovost/student-services/student-ethics
https://www.bsu.edu/about/freedom-of-expression/freedom-of-expression-statement
https://www.bsu.edu/about/freedom-of-expression/faculty-toolkit
https://www.bsu.edu/about/beneficence
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