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Citizenship, Community, and Leadership  
HONR390     CRN 26513 

Instructor Information 

David J. Roof, PhD 

Honors College & Educational Studies  

Ball State University, Muncie, IN 

Time: 12:30am-1:45pm 

Location: TC 411 

 

Instructor Contact Information:
Email: djroof@bsu.edu  

Canvas Address: 
https://bsu.instructure.com/courses/173888  

 

Phone: 217-721-6741 (cell number) 

Zoom Personal Room Address 

 
 

 

 

Instructor Bio: David oversees the Center for Economic and Civic Learning (CECL) at Ball 

State University and is Principal Investigator (PI) of the U.S. Department of Education-funded 

Civic Renewal through Education for Agency, Tolerance, and Engagement or CREATE project. 

David recently participated in the Institute of Civic Studies and Learning for Democracy, a 

residential retreat that brings together people from around the world to grapple with the pressing 

challenges of modern democracy. He designed Ball State's nationally recognized Democratic 

Engagement Action Plan. He serves on the Educating for American Democracy’s Community of 

Practice (CoP) and as a member of a statewide civic education committee. David has experience 

working in central Asia and Africa on education development and democracy.  
 

Office Hours: Tuesdays and Thursday 11:00am-12:00pm.  

 

Please Contact Me Anytime. You have my email address as well as my personal cell 

phone number (217-721- 6741) and are encouraged to email, text, or call. If you wish to talk on 

campus, a meeting can easily be arranged. It is important for you to feel comfortable contacting 

me. Please do not worry about contacting me anytime (weekends or evenings are fine). I will 

do my best to get back with you as quickly as possible. If you do not hear from me within 24 

hours, please follow up. I will always try to respond within 24 hours. I do not want to miss 

anything. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://bsu.instructure.com/courses/173888
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Course Information 

Location: Teachers College Building 411 

Time: 12:30am to 1:45pm 

Course Description 

This course seeks to engage you in a journey that delves into the intersections of citizenship, 

community involvement, and leadership development. We will explore the question of what it 

means to lead a purposeful and meaningful life in the context of our community and a 

democracy. We will critically examine the responsibilities of engaged citizenship, ethical 

leadership, and the role of community in shaping individual perspectives. 

 

This course isn’t lectures and textbooks—it seeks to foster an ongoing discussion about active 

participation and meaningful engagement. In our quest for understanding, we’ll dive deep into 

discussions on engaged citizenship and the ethical dimensions of leadership. From dissecting 

classic speeches from Frederick Douglass to exploring the philosophies of thinkers like Arendt, 

Berlin, and Du Bois, you’ll be challenged to critically examine the complexities of our social and 

political landscape. Our approach will prioritize in-depth exploration, vibrant discussions, and 

dialog across differences. From Habermas’s emphasis on rational discourse to Popper’s insights 

on open societies, each reading and class discussion will offer a unique lens through which to 

examine the complexities of citizenship, community, and leadership in today’s world. This 

course will be of particular interest to American Studies, History, Sociology, English as well as 

anyone in the broad social sciences. 

 

Scheduled for Tuesdays and Thursdays from 12:30 to 1:45, this 3-credit Honors 390 (Course 

CRN: 26509) course Citizenship, Community, and Leadership will not just be another classroom 

lecture series. Instead, it promises to be a vibrant, discussion-driven exploration into what it 

means to live a purposeful life within a democratic community. Through an interdisciplinary 

approach, you will delve into the complexities of social and political participation, scrutinizing 

the responsibilities that come with engaged citizenship and the ethical considerations of 

leadership. 

 

Course Objectives 
1. Analyze the roles and responsibilities of citizens within a democratic society by examining 

historical and contemporary examples. 

2. Evaluate the impact of engaged citizenship on community well-being through case studies and 

empirical research. 

3. Assess how community influences individual and collective identity by comparing sociological 

theories and personal experiences. 

4. Identify and apply key ethical principles and frameworks that guide effective leadership through 

class discussions and practical exercises. 

5. Engage in informed discussions about complex social and political issues, demonstrating the 

ability to communicate effectively across differences. 
6. Develop the ability to build consensus in group settings by practicing communication skills and 

collaborative problem-solving. 
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7. Synthesize insights from philosophy, history, and social sciences to critically examine the 

concepts of citizenship and leadership. 

8. Analyze texts and ideas from diverse thinkers to inform personal perspectives on social and 

political issues. 

9. Participate in community projects that promote civic involvement and social change, 

demonstrating applied understanding of course concepts. 

10. Reflect on the personal impact of civic actions and leadership experiences through written 

assignments and class discussions. 

 

Course Specific High-Impact Practices for College Learning 

• Engage local organizations to address community needs and enhance civic responsibility. 

• Facilitate group work that encourages you to engage with diverse perspectives and co-create 

solutions. 

• Implement peer-led discussions, leadership and teamwork skills. 

• Reflective writing that encourages deep engagement with course materials and personal insights. 

• Readings and discussions that explore global perspectives on citizenship and leadership. 

Experiential Learning Opportunities: 

• We will organize field trips or guest speakers that provide real-world insights into civic 

engagement and leadership. 

• I encourage your participation in civic events, such as voter registration drives or public forums. 

• You will present a reflection on the course, demonstrating your understanding of course themes 

and personal growth. 

 

Course Modality/Structure 

Citizenship, Community, and Leadership (HONR390), is designed as a face-to-face course with an 

emphasis on campus engagement and experiential learning activities. While all course materials, 

including readings, assignments, and discussion boards, are accessible through Canvas, class meetings 

will take place in person at the Teachers College Building, Room 722. Class sessions will be interactive, 

with a focus on discussions, group work, and in-class activities that foster deep engagement with the 

course themes of citizenship, community, and leadership. The course is organized into weekly units that 

align with the topics outlined in the syllabus. Each week will consist of: 

• Pre-Class Preparation: Reviewing assigned readings and materials on Canvas. 

• In-Class Discussions and Activities: Engaging with peers and the instructor in discussions that 

critically examine the readings and apply concepts to real-world scenarios. 

• Campus Engagement: Participation in activities that connect classroom learning to broader 

community involvement. 

Assignments and assessments, such as discussion board posts, reflections, and presentations, will have 

clear deadlines outlined in the syllabus and on Canvas. You are encouraged to stay engaged by logging 

into Canvas regularly and attending all in-person sessions to maximize your learning experience. 

Course Time Commitment 

[It is expected that students will spend approximately 2 hours of study time outside of class for every one 

hour in class. Since this is a 3-credit class, you should expect to study an average of 5 hours outside of 

class each week. 
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Course Materials 

All the required readings are available on Canvas or provided.  

Course Assignments and Assessments 

Course Weights and Grading Scale 

Assignment/Exam  Points/Percent  

 Discussion Board Posts: Each week, students will engage with the course readings by 

contributing to discussion board posts. These posts should reflect critical thinking, 

personal insights, and connections to course themes. I will drop the lowest grade to 

raise your overall grade at the end of the class.  
 

35% 

Community and Campus Engagement (30%): This component is designed to move 

your learning beyond the classroom by immersing you in real-world experiences 

related to citizenship, community, and leadership. You will complete a minimum of 10 

documented engagement hours over the semester, spread across at least three different 

types of activities. 

Examples of Eligible Activities 

• Attending civic events such as the Conference on Civic Studies, Constitution 

Day, ore related programs. 

• Attending campus lectures, panels, or workshops on leadership, democracy, or 

social issues. 

• Volunteering with a community organization connected to course themes (with 

prior approval). 

• Engaging in local government meetings, public forums, or service-learning 

projects. 

 

Assignment Breakdown 

 

At the end of the semester, submit a synthesis reflection explaining how your 

engagement experiences deepened your understanding of citizenship, community, and 

leadership. Select events that align with your academic major, career goals, or personal 

interests. Whenever possible, you will be introduced to guest speakers, campus leaders, 

and community partners at events. At the end of the semester, top projects and 

reflections may be featured in the Honors College newsletter or nominated for campus 

awards.  

35% 

 Class Participation:  Active participation in class discussions and activities is critical. 

This includes regular attendance, contribution to discussions, and engagement in class 

exercises. Participation and attendance will be monitored throughout the semester.  
15% 

Final Reflection (10%): A comprehensive reflection (2000-3000 words) on how these 

activities have influenced your understanding of course themes. Due at the end of the 

semester. Final Reflective Presentation (5%) A final presentation reflecting on your 
15% 
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journey throughout the course, synthesizing course themes, and discussing personal 

growth in understanding citizenship, community, and leadership. 
 

 

Course own grading scale: 

 

Letter Grade Percentage Lower Bound 

A 98% 

A- 92% 

B+ 88% 

B 83% 

B- 80% 

C+ 78% 

C 73% 

C- 70% 

D+ 68% 

D 63% 

D- 60% 

F <60% 

 

 

Assignment and Examination Schedule 

 

Assignment/Exam  Due   

  Discussion Board Posts 
 These can be completed early but are due the Sunday 

before class on Canvas by 11:59pm.  

 Community and Campus 

Engagement (30%) and Reflection 

(10%): 

The engagement activities should be complete over the 

semester. The reflection is due by November 26th 

 Movie Reflection   You will pick a date to complete this activity.  

 Final Reflection   December 5th  

 Final Reflective Presentation   December 2nd 
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Course Statements and Policies 
 

Participation Policy 

• This course is designed with weekly activities, discussion, and other forms of regular 

collaboration and communication. 

• It is recommended that you log into your course 3 to 4 times a week and check your official Ball 

State email account daily to view announcements and prepare for class. 

• Complete all assignments, quizzes, tests, and any other activities by the stated due dates. 

Feedback Policy 

• I will respond to email from your official Ball State email address within 24 hours during 

weekdays (Monday-Friday) and within 48 hours on the weekend. 

• I will read every discussion post, but I will not always personally comment on posts.   

• I will grade your quizzes, assignments, and discussions no later than within 5 business days of 

submission. 

• Contact me directly if you have questions or concerns about your performance in class. 

Late Assignment Policy 

• All assignments are due by midnight EST/EDT time on the due dates indicated. 

• Assignments posted after the indicated due dates will be subject to a decreased letter grade for 

each day late. 

• Internet connectivity and technical issues may occur and impede you from turning in work on 

time. Turn in work early and often, and set up a back-up plan, such as visiting a local library or 

borrowing a peer's computer.  

• You have one (1) permitted late assignment to allow for these issues, to which you can turn in one 

assignment 24 hours late. 

• Canvas will not accept assignments for grading after 11:59 pm on the final day of class. 

Assignment Submission Policy 

• All assignments should be submitted as Word documents with extensions of .doc or .docx unless 

otherwise indicated in the assignment description. 

• Assignments, unless otherwise indicated, should be submitted using the assignment link in the 

module.  
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Grading Policy 

It is my policy that appropriate evaluation of your academic performance is an integral part of your 

learning experience. In the absence of mistake, fraud, bad faith or incompetence, I will be the key 

decision-maker on the assignment of grades. For information concerning grade appeals, consult the Ball 

State website. 

University Policies 

 

Diversity Statement 

Ball State University aspires to be a university that attracts and retains a diverse faculty, staff, and student 

body. We are committed to ensuring that all members of the community are welcome, through valuing the 

various experiences and worldviews represented at Ball State and among those we serve. We promote a 

culture of respect and civil discourse as expressed in our Beneficence Pledge and through university 

resources found here. 

Disability Statement 

If you need course adaptations or accommodations because of a disability, please contact me as soon as 

possible. Ball State's Disability Services office coordinates services for students with disabilities; 

documentation of a disability needs to be on file in that office before any accommodations can be 

provided. Disability Services can be contacted at 765-285-5293 or dsd@bsu.edu. 

Attendance 

Your official course registration is considered a contract with the university, and regular, punctual 

attendance is a critical component of fulfilling this contract. You are expected to attend all class sessions. 

If you need to miss a class, you are encouraged to contact me to discuss the reason. Regardless of the 

reason, you are responsible for completing any work missed during your absence. Attendance is crucial 

for your success in this course. You are permitted up to three absences throughout the semester. Use 

these absences judiciously. For every absence beyond the third, your final grade will be reduced by 10-

percentage points. This means that each additional absence after two will lower your grade by one full 

letter. Arriving excessively late to class or leaving early may be counted as an absence. If you anticipate 

being late or needing to leave early, please inform me in advance. If unforeseen circumstances arise that 

require you to miss multiple classes, please be prepared to provide appropriate documentation. In cases 

of extended absences due to extenuating circumstances, contact me as soon as possible. You may need to 

coordinate with the Office of Disability Services to arrange an approved accommodation plan. Upon your 

return, I encourage you to meet with me to discuss missed course content and assignments. Maintaining 

regular attendance is essential to fully engage with the course material and participate in class discussions. 

If you encounter any challenges that impact your attendance, please reach out so we can work together to 

find a solution. 

Ball State Academic Ethics 

Honesty, trust, and personal responsibility are fundamental attributes of the university community. 

Academic dishonesty and other forms of academic misconduct threaten the foundation of an institution 
dedicated to the pursuit of knowledge and will not be tolerated. To maintain its credibility and reputation, 

and to equitably assign evaluations of scholastic and creative performance, Ball State University is 

https://www.bsu.edu/about/administrativeoffices/associateprovost/student-services/grade-appeal
https://www.bsu.edu/about/administrativeoffices/associateprovost/student-services/grade-appeal
https://www.bsu.edu/about/beneficence
https://www.bsu.edu/campuslife/multicultural-center
https://www.bsu.edu/about/administrativeoffices/disability-services
mailto:dsd@bsu.edu
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committed to maintaining a climate that upholds and values the highest standards of academic integrity. 

Visit the complete Student Academic Ethics Policy.  

Plagiarism Policy 
 

Plagiarism is not acceptable, unless otherwise indicated for all assignments, you must work independently 

by yourself. Sharing of files is not permitted for any reason.  

 

Potential Violations 
Examples of academic integrity violations include but are not limited to:  

• Working with another person on any assignment other than authorized group projects.  

• Sharing or allowing others to access your files, whether done with permission or not.  

• Use or possession of a file created by someone else.  

• Reusing work from another semester, course, or section.  

• Fraudulent submission of work.  

• Using unauthorized materials during Exams.  

• Impersonating someone else or having them impersonate you.  

• Making fraudulent or dishonest statements regarding your work.  

• Soliciting others to complete work for you.  

• Posting course files and resources on study or content sharing websites.  

Plagiarism Detection 

The campus subscribes to Turnitin, a plagiarism prevention service, through Canvas. You may need to 

submit written assignments to Turnitin. Student work will be used for plagiarism detection and for no 

other purpose. The student may indicate in writing to the instructor that he/she refuses to participate in the 

plagiarism detection process, in which case the instructor can use other electronic means to verify the 

originality of their work.   

Use of Generative AI  

You are discouraged from using AI tools for assignments unless explicitly instructed to do so. If you are 

unsure whether AI tools are permitted for a specific assignment, please contact me for clarification before 

proceeding. If you are given permission to use AI tools, you must clearly indicate which portions of the 

assignment were generated by AI and which were authored by you. In such cases, no more than 25% of 

the assignment should be generated by AI. These guidelines are in place to ensure that your work reflects 

your own understanding and engagement with the course material. Please approach your assignments 

with honesty and integrity and reach out if you have any questions about the appropriate use of AI tools in 

this course. 

Canvas and Student Privacy 

Canvas Accessibility 

Canvas provides a user experience that is easy, simple, and intuitive. Special attention has been paid to 

making Canvas screen-readable. The Rich Content Editor encourages users to create accessible content 

pages (i.e. text formatting is accomplished using styles). Canvas is designed to allow limited 

customization of colors and schemes to be accessible for all users. The National Federation of the Blind 

granted Canvas the Gold Level Web Certification in 2010.  

Find more information by visiting the Canvas Voluntary Product Accessibility Template (VPAT).  

https://www.bsu.edu/about/administrativeoffices/vice-provost/student-services/academic-integrity
https://www.canvaslms.com/accessibility


HONR390   Fall 2025 

 9 

FERPA and Privacy 

As a student, your educational records are considered confidential. Under FERPA (Family Educational 

Rights and Privacy Act), your records are confidential and protected. Under most circumstances, your 

records will not be released without your written and signed consent. However, some directory 

information may be released to third parties without your prior consent unless a written request to restrict 

this is on file. You can learn more about student rights to privacy by reading Ball State's FERPA and 

Privacy and Protection.  

Video Conferencing Recording 

In this class, software may be used to record live class discussions. As a student in this class, your 

participation in live class discussions may be recorded. These recordings typically will be made available 

only to students enrolled in the class, to assist those who cannot attend the live session or to serve as a 

resource for those who would like to review content that was presented. Students who prefer to participate 
via audio only will be allowed to disable their video camera so only audio will be captured. Students who 

prefer to listen only must disable their audio capability and visual camera. If you have concerns, please 

discuss these options with me.  

Academic Support Services 

The Writing Center 

All writers improve with practice and feedback, so as a student in this course, you are encouraged to use 

the Writing Center (in Robert Bell 295, Bracken Library, or online) to get additional feedback on your 

writing. To schedule a free appointment to discuss your writing, go to www.bsu.edu/writingcenter. Online 

and in-person appointments are available seven days a week; however, plan ahead because appointments 

book quickly! 

The Learning Center 

The Learning Center offers free Tutoring and Academic Coaching for many courses at Ball State. 

Students can make appointments for online (Zoom) or in-person (NQ 350) appointments. To make an 

appointment, visit my.bsu.edu and click on “Navigate” in the Additional Tools Section, or just go directly 

to https://bsu.navigate.eab.com.  

Testing accommodations for students with disabilities are available for students who have received the 

appropriate documentation from Disability Services. Tests may be administered in the Learning Center.    

Supplemental Instruction is available in select courses. If you have an SI leader for your course, that 

person will provide students with information the first week of school regarding weekly study sessions. 

For more information about all of our programming, visit bsu.edu/learningcenter or call 765-285-1006. 

Follow us on Instagram: BallStateLC.  

Policies, Resources and Support Services 

 

Disability Services Statement: If you need course adaptations or accommodations because of a 

disability, please contact me as soon as possible. The Office of Disability Services coordinates 

services for students with disabilities; documentation of a disability needs to be on file in that 

https://www.bsu.edu/about/administrativeoffices/student-conduct/policiesandprocedures/ferpa
https://www.bsu.edu/about/administrativeoffices/student-conduct/policiesandprocedures/ferpa
http://www.bsu.edu/writingcenter
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fbsu.navigate.eab.com%2F&data=05%7C01%7Ccmills%40bsu.edu%7Cf76d9352c14f42abf4ee08da382a4b45%7C6fff909f07dc40da9e30fd7549c0f494%7C0%7C0%7C637884051551163037%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=C%2FQWGD5e5nj2EjJVe%2B9I7WLVIm08mw2L0Fp5nP9ePdE%3D&reserved=0
https://www.bsu.edu/academics/collegesanddepartments/universitycollege/learningcenter


HONR390   Fall 2025 

 10 

office before any accommodations can be provided. Disability Services can be contacted at 765-

285-5293 or dsd@bsu.edu. 

 

University Statement: We are committed to ensuring that all members of the community are 

welcome, through valuing the various experiences and worldviews represented at Ball State and 

among those we serve. We promote a culture of respect and civil discourse. If you need course 

adaptations or accommodations because of a disability, please contact the instructor of record as 

soon as possible. Ball State's Disability Services Office coordinates services for students with 

disabilities; documentation of a disability needs to be on file in that office before any 

accommodations can be provided. Disability Services can be contacted at 765-285-5293 or 

dsd@bsu.edu. 

 

Freedom of Expression: In this course, we are committed to fostering a learning environment 

that values intellectual diversity, encourages free expression, and promotes open inquiry. As 

members of the Ball State Community, we treat each person in the Ball State community with 

civility, courtesy, compassion, and dignity and respect and learn from differences in people, 

ideas, and opinions. Please review Ball State University’s Statement on Freedom of Expression, 

the resources on Ball State’s Freedom of Expression webpage, and Ball State’s Beneficence 

Pledge. 

 

Honors Social Media: @ballstatehonors  

Code of Student Rights and Responsibilities: www.bsu.edu/studentcode  

Ball State’s Attendance Policy: https://www.bsu.edu/about/administrativeoffices/vice-

provost/student-services/attendance-policies 

Academic Ethics Policy: 

https://www.bsu.edu/about/administrativeoffices/associateprovost/student-services/student-ethics  

BSU Crisis Line: The Crisis Line is staffed by trained professionals who are available to provide 

immediate support and assistance to any Ball State student who needs it. Students can reach the 

Crisis Line at our toll-free number, 765-285-HOPE (4673). If you or someone you know is 

struggling with mental health issues, please do not hesitate to reach out. Remember, there is 

always hope, and our Crisis Line is here to help you find it. ü Cardinal Kitchen: 

https://www.bsu.edu/campuslife/student-life/programs-services/service-opportunities/cardinal-

kitchen 

The Ball State University Counseling Center offers free and confidential services to all 

students. The Counseling Center is located in Lucina Hall, Room 320. To schedule an 

appointment, you can contact us at 765-285-1736. Ball State now also offers a 24/7 Crisis Line, 

which can be reached at 765-285-HOPE (4673). The Crisis Line is a mental health resource for 

those who are struggling with any mental health concerns, including thoughts of self-harm and/or 

suicide. At the Ball State Counseling Center, we see students for a variety of reasons, some of 

which include homesickness, relationship concerns, anxiety, and depression. At your first 

appointment, you will work with a therapist to create a plan that will connect you with resources 

mailto:dsd@bsu.edu
http://www.bsu.edu/studentcode
https://www.bsu.edu/about/administrativeoffices/vice-provost/student-services/attendance-policies
https://www.bsu.edu/about/administrativeoffices/vice-provost/student-services/attendance-policies
https://www.bsu.edu/about/administrativeoffices/associateprovost/student-services/student-ethics
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that best fit your needs. We assist students with getting connected to therapy at our Center as 

well as connecting students to self-help resources, other on-campus resources, and community-

based resources. All Ball State students also have access to several on-demand, self-help 

resources through a variety of different platforms. All of these resources, including a direct link 

to our website, can be found here. 

Beneficence Pledge: Our institutional commitment to the enduring value of “inclusiveness”—to 

respect and embrace equity, inclusion, and diversity in people, ideas, and opinions—means that 

we have a shared responsibility to be informed and respond to incidents of harassment and 

discrimination through university policy and procedure. 

Subject to Change Statement 

This syllabus and schedule are subject to change in the event of extenuating circumstances.   
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