
 
   
 
 

Linguistics for Educators 
ENG 334 (section 1; CRN 27541)​ ​ Fall 2025​ T/TH 5:00  ​ AT 103 

 

Instructor:  Lynne Stallings, Ph.D. (she/her)  

Associate Professor of English  

Ball State University, 

Muncie, IN 

Contact me:​ lstallings@bsu.edu; 765-285-8403 

Student drop-by hours: RB 344 or via Zoom (see link on Canvas) 

TTH 3:30 – 4:30, and by appointment 

 

Course Information 

Catalog Description 

Introduces the fundamentals of linguistics for Teachers of English to Speakers of 
Other Languages. This course pays special attention to the structure and use of 
English and how its features compare to those of other languages, including sound 
systems, vocabulary, and the intersection of language and culture. 

Course Objectives 

On successful completion of this course, you will be able to work independently or 
collaboratively to: 

• describe and explain the phonetic, phonological, morphological, syntactic, 
pragmatic, and semantic features of English.  

• evaluate common beliefs about the structures and uses of English and 
other languages commonly spoken by multilingual learners.  

• identify differences across languages and cultures in the social conventions 
of language use. 

• compare phonetic, phonological, morphological, and syntactic features of 
English and another language of student’s choice. 
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This course meets the following TESOL and Indiana REPA content standards: 

●​ TESOL 1a: 
o​ Candidates demonstrate knowledge of English language structures 

in different discourse contexts to promote acquisition of reading, 
writing, speaking, and listening skills across content areas. 
Candidates serve as language models for ELLs. 

●​ Indiana REPA Standard 1 (Linguistics): 
o​ Teachers of English Learners (EL) have a broad and comprehensive 

understanding of the components of language as applied to EL 
instruction. 

Course Modality/Structure  

We meet in-person. Class meets twice a week (T/TH) for 1:15 minutes per class 
period. Due dates on all assignments are available on the course calendar in 
CANVAS. 
 

Course Materials  
 
What are my textbooks? 

This class is dedicated to textbook affordability at Ball State University. Therefore, we 
will use outside readings/videos (available to you through Canvas) as well as an Open 
Library text, which you can access by clicking on the title below. 

As you look at the required course materials (including textbooks) for ALL of your 
classes, consider the Ball State First Day program. This program ensures students 
obtain all their course materials the first day of classes. How does this program work? 
Students are automatically enrolled in the program and charged the flat course 
material fee on their BSU eBill. Students can opt out of the program by the deadline 
listed on the “Course Materials” page in Canvas. Please review the program details 
(FAQs) to make the most informed decision regarding your course materials and 
participation in the Ball State First Day program. 

Anderson, C, Bjorkman, B., Denis, D., Doner, J., Grant, M., Sanders, N., & Taniguchi, A. (…). 
Essentials of Linguistics. 2nd edition. 

 



 

Course Assignments and Assessments 

Course Assignments 
●​ CLASS PARTICIPATION. We will use class time to discuss ways in which linguistic 

concepts and ideas apply to your daily lives. As a result, you should consider 
examples from your daily language use that reflect the concepts we are introducing 
and discussing in class. To facilitate class discussions, homework will be assigned 
regularly. Recognizing 1) that your ability to participate in class will often be affected 
by your preparation of assigned homework and 2) that the goal of these activities is 
to help you apply and practice the concepts discussed in class and try out new ways 
of looking at language, ALL homework will be graded on a credit/no credit scale.   
 

●​ QUIZZES. Throughout the semester, you will be asked to complete quizzes that 
assess your ability to identify and recognize key concepts from the readings and 
class discussions.  

 
●​ EXAMS. Throughout the semester, you will take three exams to assess your ability 

to digest the course material. While you will need to identify and recognize key 
linguistic concepts, the focus of these exams is less on memorization skills and 
more on critical thinking and problem-solving skills.  

 
●​ LANGUAGE ANALYSIS PROJECT: The aim of this project is for you to consider the 

similarities and differences between English and another language (of your 
choosing). In this project, you will analyze the phonetic/phonological, syntactic, and 
morphological features of a language you select. Complete assignment details will 
be distributed in class.  
 

●​ RESEARCH PROJECT: The aim of this assignment is for you to research an aspect of 
linguistics and present why and how educators (and their students) would benefit 
from knowing the information. 
 

●​ FINAL EXAM: The final exam is an opportunity to demonstrate what you’ve learned 
throughout the semester about language and linguistics.  

Assignment details, including instructions, relevant readings, due dates, and 
grading criteria will be posted and updated on Canvas. Please check Canvas 
regularly to stay informed and on track. 

 



 

 

Course Grading Scale 
 

Assignment/Exam Due Dates Percent 

Participation/homework/quizzes Each class 20% 

Exams (phonetics/phonology, 
morphology, syntax, & pragmatics) 

September 23, October 2, October 
30, & November 25 

30% 

Language analysis project Throughout semester with 
submission due November 18 

5% 

Research project December 4th 10% 

Final Exam Tuesday, 12/9 @ 4:30 pm 30% 

I follow the university’s default grading scale on Canvas: 
Letter Grade Range 
A 100% - 94%​​ B <87% - 84%​​ C <77% - 74%​​ D <67% - 64% 
A- <94% - 90%​ B- <84% - 80%​ C- <74% - 70%​ D- <64% - 61% 
B+ <90% - 87%​ C+ <80% - 77%​ D+ <70% - 67%​ F <61% - 0%​ ​ ​
​  

University Policies and Statements 
Is everyone welcome? - University Statement  
Absolutely! We are committed to ensuring that all members of the community are welcome, 
through valuing the various experiences and worldviews represented at Ball State and among 
those we serve. We promote a culture of respect and civil discourse.  
 

What if I need course adaptations? 
If you need course adaptations or accommodations because of a disability, please contact 
the instructor of record as soon as possible. Ball State's Disability Services Office 
coordinates services for students with disabilities; documentation of a disability needs to 
be on file in that office before any accommodations can be provided. Disability Services can 
be contacted at 765-285-5293 or dsd@bsu.edu. 
 
Whether or not you need course adaptations or accommodations because of a disability, 
please contact me as soon as possible if you have any requests about how I can make the 
course more accessible. 
 

What is freedom of expression? - Freedom of Expression 
In this course, we are committed to fostering a learning environment that values intellectual 
diversity, encourages free expression, and promotes open inquiry. As members of the Ball 
State Community, we treat each person in the Ball State community with civility, courtesy, 

 



 

compassion, and dignity and respect and learn from differences in people, ideas, and opinions. 
Please review Ball State University’s Statement on Freedom of Expression, the resources on 
Ball State’s Freedom of Expression webpage, and Ball State’s Beneficence Pledge. 

 
What about academic integrity? – Student Academic Ethics Policy  
It should be obvious, but I will say it anyway. All work should be your own original work, 
except of course when I assign group work, when all work should be that of your group.  
 
What is plagiarism? 
●​ Submitting as one’s own work, the work of another source without acknowledging that 

source. 
●​ Submitting as “new work” one’s own work, which has been previously presented for credit 

to another audience (including for another class—AKA “double-dipping”). 
 

For further information, please visit www.bsu.edu/studentcode/academicethics  
 

What about the use of artificial intelligence? 
In this course, I value your authentic voice and the development of your skills. Artificial 
Intelligence (AI) tools like ChatGPT, Google Gemini, or Grammarly may be used to support your 
learning within the following guidelines: 

Permitted Uses: 

●​ Brainstorming ideas. 
●​ Generating outlines or structure suggestions. 
●​ Clarifying grammar or revising drafts of your project outlines. 

 
Prohibited Uses: 

●​ Submitting coursework written entirely or mostly by AI. 
●​ Using AI to generate citations, arguments, personal stories, or other assignment 

content you present as your own. 
●​ Uploading course materials or other students’ work to public AI tools. 
 

All work you submit should reflect your original thinking, your voice, and your preparation as a 
student in this course. Improper or undisclosed use of AI tools will be treated as a potential 
academic integrity violation. If you're unsure whether a use of AI is appropriate, please ask. 

 
It is tempting to plagiarize/use AI improperly to complete your semester assignment if you feel 
time pressures. PLEASE don’t put yourself in a bad position by committing plagiarism or by 
trying to rely on AI to do your work.  Any use outside of this permission constitutes a violation 
of Ball State University’s Student Academic Ethics Policy. 

 
 
 

 



 

What about Title IX?  - Title IX 
Sexual Harassment, Assault, & Discrimination:  Federal law, Title IX, and Ball State policy 
prohibit discrimination, harassment, and violence based on sex and gender (including sexual 
harassment, sexual assault, intimate partner violence, stalking, pregnancy discrimination, and 
LGBTQ discrimination). If you or someone you know has been harassed or assaulted, you can 
receive confidential counseling support through Ball State’s Center for Survivor Support 
(765-285-3775 or survivorsupport@bsu.edu) where you might choose to speak to a Victim 
Advocate—also confidential—who can connect you to services on campus and in the 
community and will not release any information without your consent. Alleged violations can 
be reported non-confidentially to the Ball State Title IX Coordinator: x1545. Reports to law 
enforcement can be made to Ball State’s Police Department (x1111) and/or to local police (911 
in an emergency or 765 747-4838 to have police come to your location and file a report). All 
Ball State University employees (excluding designated confidential employees such as 
those listed above and Counseling Center staff) are designated mandatory reporters 
under the University’s Title IX policy: this includes graduate and undergraduate student 
employees when acting in their employment capacity. This means that if we learn about 
something that might be sex discrimination, harassment, or violence, then we must report 
what we know to the Title IX Office. Usually, reports will only leave a record of concern, but 
sometimes, a report can be escalated to an investigation. Mandatory reporters are expected to 
share information learned in all settings, including during class activities, assignments, office 
hours, and outside of class. Please be thoughtful about what you disclose to me. I recognize 
that you may need to seek help from me, even if you do not want to report. If you need 
assistance in class or help navigating available resources, you can always ask me. You do not 
need to tell me why you are asking for help for a friend, another student, or yourself.  
 
What about grade appeals? - University Grade Appeal Policy 
If you believe you received a final course grade that does not reflect your performance due to 
fairness or a procedural issue, you have the right to file an appeal within 5 school days after 
final grades are posted by the Office of the Registrar. Review the University Grade Appeal 
Policy and Process. 
 
Canvas Accessibility 
Canvas provides a user experience that is easy, simple, and intuitive. Special attention has 
been paid to making Canvas screen-readable. The Rich Content Editor encourages users to 
create accessible content pages (i.e. text formatting is accomplished using styles). Canvas is 
designed to allow limited customization of colors and schemes to be accessible for all users. 
The National Federation of the Blind granted Canvas the Gold Level Web Certification in 2010.  
Find more information by visiting the Canvas Voluntary Product Accessibility Template 
(VPAT).  

 



 

 
FERPA and Privacy​
As a student, your educational records are considered confidential. Under FERPA (Family 
Educational Rights and Privacy Act), your records are confidential and protected. Under most 
circumstances, your records will not be released without your written and signed consent. 
However, some directory information may be released to third parties without your prior 
consent unless a written request to restrict this is on file. You can learn more about student 
rights to privacy by reading Ball State's FERPA and Privacy and Protection.  
 
Video Conferencing Recording 
In this class, software may be used to record live class discussions. As a student in this class, 
your participation in live class discussions may be recorded. These recordings typically will be 
made available only to students enrolled in the class, to assist those who cannot attend the live 
session or to serve as a resource for those who would like to review content that was 
presented. Students who prefer to participate via audio only will be allowed to disable their 
video camera so only audio will be captured. Students who prefer to listen only must disable 
their audio capability and visual camera. If you have concerns, please discuss these options 
with me.  
 

Need help with homework? -- Student Support Services 
 

The Learning Center 
The Learning Center offers free Tutoring and Academic Coaching for many courses at Ball 
State. Students can make appointments for online (Zoom) or in-person (NQ 350) 
appointments. To make an appointment, visit myballstate.bsu.edu and click on “Navigate” in 
the Academic Tools section, or just go directly to bsu.navigate.eab.com.  

 
Testing accommodations for students with disabilities are available for students who have 
received the appropriate documentation from Disability Services. Tests may be administered in 
the Learning Center. For more information about Learning Center programming, 
visit bsu.edu/learningcenter or call 765-285-1006. Follow them on Instagram: BallStateLC.  
 
The Writing Center 
All writers improve with practice and feedback, so as a student in this course, you are 
encouraged to use the Writing Center (in Robert Bell 295 during weekdays, Bracken Library 
First Floor West in the evenings, or online during any of our regularly scheduled hours) to get 
additional feedback on your writing.  

 
The Writing Center offers free planning, feedback, and accountability sessions (in person and 
online) to all students composing essays, reports, reflections, research projects, web content, 
lesson plans, slideshows, poster presentations, resumes, and other digital or print texts. To 

 



 

schedule a free appointment to discuss your writing, go to bsu.edu/writingcenter. Online and 
in-person appointments are available; however, plan ahead because appointments book 
quickly! 

 
The Speaking Center   
The Speaking Center is a free resource available to all members of the BSU community wanting 
to improve their public speaking abilities. We offer personalized coaching designed to help you 
become a more confident and effective speaker. Our trained coaches provide constructive 
feedback and support throughout the entire speech preparation process, whether you are in 
the early stages of brainstorming ideas and organizing your thoughts, or you need to practice 
your delivery and refine your message.  ​
 
The Center is in the David Letterman Communication and Media Building, room 302. To 
schedule an appointment, please access us through your Navigate app or use this direct link to 
sign up for a time. Appointments are available both in person and on Zoom.  Appointments are 
available in person, on Zoom, and in virtual reality (VR) for those interested in practicing in an 
immersive speaking environment. 

 
Worried about anything else? 
It’s not always about the homework. If you are having difficulty affording enough food, do not 
have a safe and reliable place to sleep, and/or experiencing an emergency or crisis, help is 
available through the Basic Needs Hub which has information, resources, and provides 
individualized support to students. To talk with a supportive staff member about your 
experience, receive one on one assistance, or learn more about resources, you can submit 
a Basic Needs Assistance Form. You can also find additional resources through the Dean of 
Students Office. 

The Counseling Center  
The Ball State University Counseling Center offers free and confidential services to all 
students. The Counseling Center is located in Lucina Hall, Room 320. To schedule an 
appointment, you can contact us at 765-285-1736. Ball State also offers a 24/7 Crisis Line, 
which can be reached at 765-285-HOPE (4673). The Crisis Line is a mental health resource 
for those who are struggling with any mental health concerns, including thoughts of 
self-harm and/or suicide.  

At the Ball State Counseling Center, we see students for a variety of reasons, some of which 
include homesickness, relationship concerns, anxiety, and depression. At your first 
appointment, you will work with a therapist to create a plan that will connect you with 
resources that best fit your needs. We assist students with getting connected to therapy at 
our Center as well as connecting students to self-help resources, other on-campus 
resources, and community-based resources. All Ball State students also have access to 
several on-demand, self-help resources through a variety of different platforms. All of these 
resources, including a direct link to our website, can be found here. 

 

 



 

Course Expectations and Policies 

Attendance, Participation, & Course Communication 
Just like a job, regular class attendance and participation (in various forms) is essential to your 
success. Because we are striving for an interactive atmosphere, your presence and active 
participation are important. Rather than spending valuable time “taking attendance” the 
traditional way, I gauge your attendance (and participation) through daily class activities and 
discussion. If you know you will miss class, or if you are sick and can’t come to class, let me 
know BEFORE class and we’ll make arrangements to help you. If you don’t let me know ahead 
of time, I will not be able to help as easily as I could with notice.  

Please see university policy regarding student absences: BSU policy on attendance 

Please follow Canvas regularly as class assignments and announcements will be posted 
there. If you are not engaging in the course material through Canvas on a regular basis, 
you may miss important updates and material that could interfere with your success in 
the course. I realize that sometimes life has other plans, so please do not hesitate to 
communicate with me so we can agree on a plan to help you. 
 
If you have any questions or concerns, you are welcome to make an appointment with me, 
schedule a ‘walk and talk’ session, meet me in my office or on Zoom during drop-by hours. 
I check my e-mail and respond to messages at least once a day during the week and once 
during the weekends. If I am unavailable to check my mail for an extended time, I will post 
an announcement with details on Canvas. 

 

Feedback Policy 

Contact me directly if you have questions or concerns about your performance in class. 

●​ I will respond to emails from your official Ball State email address within 24 hours 
during weekdays (Monday-Friday) and within 48 hours on the weekend. 

●​ I will read every discussion post, but I will not always personally comment on every 
post. 

●​ I will grade your quizzes, assignments, and discussions no later than within 5 business 
days of submission. 

Assignment Submissions (Late Work) Policy 
●​ Your work should be submitted as directed as they are scaffolded to encourage 

student success. 
●​ If you need an extension on any assignment, please contact me ahead of time so we 

can make sure you stay on target to be successful in the course. 
●​ Canvas will not accept assignments for grading after 11:59 pm on the final day of class. 

Any revised work must be submitted no later than Monday, December 1st. 
 

 



 

 
Engagement Expectations 

To support a respectful and engaging academic community that encourages the free exchange 
of ideas and civil discourse, we will follow these ground rules: 
●​ Respect different perspectives. Share your ideas and let others share theirs. 
●​ Challenge ideas, not people. Disagree respectfully. No personal attacks or put-downs. 

Focus on exploring ideas critically and constructively. 
●​ Listen to understand. Stay curious, ask questions to understand, and give others space to 

speak. 
●​ Assume good intentions. Approach discussions with curiosity and compassion.  
●​ Keep it private. What is shared in class stays in class. Do not share others’ words or work 

without permission. 
●​ Be respectful. Avoid hurtful language, stereotypes, or content that may demean others. 

Keep feedback constructive. 
 

 Course Flexibility 

Unanticipated opportunities and constraints arise throughout any given semester. If you have 
a need, please communicate with me prior to class. If I need to make a change with 
assignments, I will use the announcements feature on Canvas AND give you at least 24 hours’ 
notice. Please check Canvas every day to make sure you are up-to-date. 

Recommendation Letters 
Looking for a Letter of Recommendation? I am typically happy to help; if I cannot, I will let 
you know why. You might also want to look at this blog by Carrie Shanafelt that provides 
some useful suggestions when asking for a letter of recommendation. 

Course Calendar 
To support a learning experience that is responsive to the needs, interests, and pace of our 
class community, the course calendar may shift during the semester. The most current 
version of the schedule will always be available on Canvas. If there are changes, I will also 
communicate them via Canvas announcements, so I encourage you to check Canvas 
regularly for updates and contact me if you have any questions. 

Subject to Change Statement  
This syllabus is subject to change in the event of extenuating circumstances. Any changes 
will be communicated in Canvas. 

 

  

 


