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Syllabus 
 
Credits: 3 
Modality: Online via Zoom  
Time: Tuesdays and Thursdays – 2:00 p.m.- 3:20 p.m. 

Instructor: Dorna Eshrati, PhD | Email: deshrati@bsu.edu | Office: AB 229 | Office Hours: By Appointment (Please 
email to schedule an appointment.) 
 
This syllabus and schedule are subject to change in the event of extenuating circumstances. 

About the Instructor  

Dr. Dorna Eshrati is an Assistant Professor of Landscape Architecture at Ball State University. She received her 

Ph.D. in Environmental Design and Planning from the College of Architecture, Planning and Design at Kansas State 
University, and she holds Architecture (bachelor’s) and Urban Design (master’s) degrees from Iran University of 
Science and Technology, Tehran, Iran. Her teaching and research interests are history and theory of the built 
environment, urban landscape conservation, design pedagogy, inclusive urban design, and visual communication.  

 
Professional Social Media 

• LinkedIn 

• Google Scholar 

• ResearchGate 

Catalog Description 

Focus is on critical issues and the framing of meaningful questions appropriate to the discipline and profession of 

landscape architecture. Emphasis on basic and/or applied research skills; and preparation of research study report or 

proposal. Open only to MLA majors. 
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https://www.bsu.edu/academics/collegesanddepartments/landscape-architecture/about/faculty-and-staff/dorna-eshrati
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https://scholar.google.com/citations?user=e5MzrqsAAAAJ&hl=en
https://www.researchgate.net/profile/Dorna_Eshrati


LA 651 | Research Methods in Landscape Architecture | Spring 2026 

 

2 

 

Course Description 
This course is an introduction to research in landscape architecture. Students are introduced to the research design 

process, from identifying a relevant problem and developing a researchable question to researching the literature on your 

selected topic and proposing appropriate research methods (tools and techniques). Through this exploration of research, 

each student will develop a proposal for a final creative project (to be completed in the following academic year). This 

proposal will include selecting and presenting a problem related to landscape architecture, researching the problem and 

alternative design-oriented solutions, and developing a research methodology. Assignments will guide each student 

through the necessary steps to complete the proposal. 

At the completion of the course, the students must demonstrate to attain the following Course Learning Outcomes:  

1. Research Foundations 

• Recognize researchable issues in landscape architecture 

• Learn how to formulate clear research questions grounded in site, context, and disciplinary literature 

2. Research Proposal & Design 

• Learn how to develop a coherent research proposal that connects objectives, questions, methods, and expected 

outcomes 

• Understand how to select research strategies appropriate to landscape architectural inquiry and design problems 

3. Methods & Information Gathering 

• Gain familiarity with qualitative, quantitative, and spatial research methods 

• Learn how data and information are gathered using tools such as site observation, mapping, photography, 

interviews, archival research, and digital sources 

4. Analysis, Evaluation & Argumentation 

• Learn how to evaluate the credibility and relevance of sources and precedents 

• Develop an understanding of how evidence is used to support design-relevant claims 

• Practice constructing basic visual and verbal research arguments 

5. Ethics & Professional Practice 

• Develop awareness of ethical responsibilities in research, including equity, representation, and environmental 

considerations 

• Understand professional and academic standards relevant to landscape architecture 

6. Communication 

• Practice communicating research ideas and findings through writing, graphics, maps, drawings, and presentations 

• Learn how research-based information is shared with academic and professional audiences 

Course Structure  
The course is organized as a lecture/seminar – with readings, class discussion, peer review sessions, and written 

and oral presentations. Class sessions combine presentations of material by the instructors and/or related 
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specialized experts with discussion of readings and assignments. Students will be asked to present their work in 

class on several occasions and work individually and in groups to complete a series of class activities and 

assignments that apply course material to landscape architecture topics. 

Required Assignments (100% of total grade) 

There are no resubmissions for the required assignments: 

• Research Integrity Training: %5 

• Research Proposal: %65 
o Research Idea Resolution Board: %5 
o Research Topic AND Question Identification and Concept Mapping: %10 

o Annotated Bibliography and Literature Review: %10 
o MLA Capstone Project Primarily Proposal (Phase 1 out of 2): %10 
o MLA Capstone Project Final Proposal (Phase 2 out of 2): %30 

• Presentations: %15 
o LA 651 Primarily Presentation (Phase 1 out of 2): %5 
o LA 651 Final Presentation (Phase 2 out of 2): %5 

o LA 651 Final Binder: %15 

• Presentations: %15 
o In-Class Exercises   

o LA 651 Final Binder 

Here is the list and schedule of the assignments: 
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You are expected to be an active participant in the course. This course is designed to include discussion and other 

forms of collaboration and communication. You should be willing and ready to communicate online with me and your 
classmates regularly. You will participate in weekly activities in your course. You must log into your course 3 to 4 
times a week and check your official BSU University email account daily. Doing so will allow you to view 
announcements, participate in class activities, and prepare for and complete assignments and assessments. You are 

expected to complete all assignments, quizzes, discussion boards, and any other activities by the due date. 

You will be judged by the quality and quantity of your participation. Participation includes active engagement and 
involvement by regularly interacting with the course Canvas page, doing assignments, asking questions via Q&A 
discussion boards, demonstrating ethical behavior, and attending office hours. Each student should schedule at least 
two Zoom meetings with the instructor over the semester to discuss the progress made or any other issues related to 

the course. The primary sources of information for grading your participation will be attending office hours, using Q&A 
discussion boards, and your overall interaction with the course Canvas page using “Canvas Analytics.” More 
information on how the instructor will obtain your “Canvas Analytics” can be found here. Feel free to email the 

instructor if you have any questions or concerns about your performance in class. 

https://community.canvaslms.com/t5/Instructor-Guide/How-do-I-view-analytics-for-a-student-in-a-course/ta-p/969
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Regular interaction with the course Canvas page will help you succeed in this class and develop good work habits, 
preparing you for professional work. Weekly modules are scheduled, and participation is mandatory every week 
unless you seriously need an excused absence. If such a need occurs, you should make an effort to let the instructor 

know before missing any modules and/or assignments.  

You are responsible for obtaining and learning material missed during any excused or unexcused absence. There 
are serious academic consequences due to absence from class. More than two unexcused absences over the 

semester will lower your overall grade by one letter grade for each additional unexcused absence.   

Excused and Unexcused Absences 

Documentation of an excused absence due to illness or other serious matters is mandatory and may be obtained 
through the Dean of Students. Absences will only be excused by an official e-mail notification from the Dean of 
Students office. Please note that informing your instructor of your absence or planned absence does not constitute 

an excused absence – it still needs to be documented through Student Services or submitting official documents. 
Official documentation excuses your absence but does not automatically excuse late assignments or missed quizzes. 
There are no plans for make-up quizzes. Arrangements will be made on a case-by-case basis. If you have an official 
excused absence and miss a deadline or due date, please immediately discuss it with the instructor. 

You are responsible for any material covered in your absence. All the modules will remain available online. 

Course Materials  

Required Texts (Available on Canvas Reading List) 

• Deming, M.E. & S. Swaffield. (2011). Landscape Architectural Research: Inquiry, Strategy, Design. New 
York: John Wiley & Sons. 

• LaRocque, Paula. (2003). The Book on Writing: The Ultimate Guide to Writing Well. Portland, OR: Marion 
Street Press. 

• Turabian, Kate. (2013). A Manual for Writers of Research Papers, Theses, and Dissertations, Eighth 

Edition. Chicago: University of Chicago Press. 

Recommended Texts and References (Mostly Available on Canvas Reading List) 

• Booth, W., Colomb, G. & Williams J. (2008). The Craft of Research, 3rd Edition. Chicago: University of 
Chicago Press. 

• Brandt, R., Chong, G.H., & Martin, W.M. (2010). Design Informed: Driving Innovation with Evidence-Based 
Design. Hoboken, NJ: John Wiley & Sons, Inc. 

• Creswell, J.W. (2008). Research Design: Qualitative, Quantitative, and Mixed Methods Approaches, 3rd 
Edition. Los Angeles: Sage Publications Inc. 

• Groat, L. & D. Wang, D. (2002). Architectural Research Methods. New York: John Wiley & Sons. 

• Hart, Chris. (1998). Doing a Literature Review: Releasing the Social Science Imagination. London: Sage 
Publications. 

• Katzer, J., Cook, K.H., & Crouch, W.W. (1998). Evaluating Information: A Guide for Users of Social Science 
Research, 4th Edition. Boston: McGraw Hill. 

• Sommer, R. & Sommer B. (2002). A Practical Guide to Behavioral Research, 5th Edition. New York: Oxford 
University Press. 

• Ramage, J.D., Bean, J.C. & Johnson, J. (2004/2010). Writing Arguments: A Rhetoric with Readings. New 
York: Pearson/Longman. ISBN 0-321-16337-0 

https://www.bsu.edu/about/administrativeoffices/dean-of-students
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• Zeisel, J. & J.P. Eberhard. (2006). Inquiry by Design: Environment / Behavior / Neuroscience in 

Architecture, Interiors, Landscape, and Planning. New York: W.W. Norton & Co. 

 Late Policy  

• All assignments and projects must be completed and turned in on time. Late projects or assignments will not 
be accepted except in special circumstances such as serious illness, injury, or family emergency (i.e., 

officially approved excused absences). Please discuss this with the instructor as soon as you know you will 
miss a deadline. A minimum 10% grade reduction in the assignment may be applied per each day 
assignments submitted late. 

• Technical issues are not valid excuses for late work unless the problem stems from Canvas servers. 

• Canvas will not accept assignments for grading after 11:59 pm on the final day of class. 

 Assignment Submission Policy  

• All assignments should be submitted as Word documents with extensions of .doc or .docx and PDF format 
unless otherwise indicated in the assignment description. 

• Assignments, unless otherwise indicated, should be submitted using the assignment link on Canvas.  

Saving Your Work 

Students are responsible for performing weekly data backups and being organized and prepared. Extensions are not 

given for failure to perform these three critical tasks or for losing or misplacing your assignments. 

Grading Policy 

The evaluation criteria for each assignment will be explained in the project statement and/or. It is very important that 
you understand the nature of the assignment and its requirements. If you have any questions, please ask them and 

discuss them with the instructor. 

Evaluation Criteria 

The assessment criteria for each assignment (required and extra credit) are fully explained in the assignment 

description and/or the assignment rubric in Canvas. Please read carefully and ask questions if you are unclear.  

Note: If you are repeating this course, you may not resubmit assignments from previous years. Please choose new 
ones. 

Letter Grade Descriptions 

A means outstanding/exceptional work. The work shows significant depth of understanding of the material. 
(A 94-100%; A- 90-93.9%) 

B means good work. The work shows a solid grasp of the material and a reasonable depth of 
understanding. (B+ 87-89.9%; B 84-86.9%; B- 80-83.9%) 

C means average/acceptable work. The work satisfies the course requirements and shows a moderate 
ability to grasp concepts and theories but generally lacks some depth of understanding and development. 
(C+ 77-79.9%; C 74-76.9%; C- 70-73.9%) 
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D means poor work. The work demonstrates only a minimal understanding of the material or the 
assignments. (D+ 67-69.9%; D 64-66.9%; D- 60-63.9%) 

F means unacceptable work. The work shows a lack of understanding or familiarity with the course material, 

and the skill level is insufficient for this class. (F <60%) 

Collaboration, Teamwork, Academic Ethics and Plagiarism Policy  

Honesty, trust, and personal responsibility are fundamental attributes of the university community. Academic 
dishonesty and other forms of academic misconduct threaten the foundation of an institution dedicated to pursuing 
knowledge and will not be tolerated. To maintain its credibility and reputation and to equitably assign evaluations of 
scholastic and creative performance, Ball State University is committed to maintaining a climate that upholds and 

values the highest standards of academic integrity. Visit the complete Student Academic Ethics Policy. 

Plagiarism is not acceptable, unless otherwise indicated for all assignments, you must work independently by 

yourself. Sharing of files is not permitted for any reason. 

Potential Violations 

Examples of academic integrity violations include but are not limited to: 

• Working with another person on any assignment other than authorized group projects. 

• Sharing or allowing others to access your files, whether done with permission or not. 

• Use or possession of a file created by someone else. 

• Reusing work from another semester, course, or section. 

• Fraudulent submission of work. 

• Using unauthorized materials during Exams. 

• Impersonating someone else or having them impersonate you. 

• Making fraudulent or dishonest statements regarding your work. 

• Soliciting others to complete work for you. 

• Posting course files and resources on study or content-sharing websites (Please note that all 

content and material covered in this class is the instructor's intellectual property).  

Any of these actions is considered “unauthorized aid” and a violation of the university rules. At the minimum, 
it will result in an automatic zero on the assignment with no resubmission. However, if helpful, you are 
welcome to form small study groups to prepare for quizzes. Please note that all assignments are individual. 
There should be no teamwork or collaboration for any assignment. All assignments should be done 

independently. 

The Plagiarism Tutorial from UNC Libraries provides you with a great foundation in Academic Integrity. 

Plagiarism Detection: The campus subscribes to Turnitin, a plagiarism prevention service, through 
Canvas. You may need to submit written assignments to Turnitin. Student work will be used for plagiarism 

detection and no other purpose. The student may indicate in writing to the instructor that he/she refuses to 
participate in the plagiarism detection process, in which case the instructor can use other electronic means 

to verify the originality of their work.  

In the absence of mistakes, fraud, bad faith, or incompetence, the instructor will be the key decision-maker in the 

assignment of grades. For information on grade appeal, consult the Ball State website. Please do not hesitate to ask 
for help if you are unsure or have questions. 

https://www.bsu.edu/about/administrativeoffices/vice-provost/student-services/academic-integrity
http://www.lib.unc.edu/instruct/plagiarism/
https://www.bsu.edu/about/administrativeoffices/vice-provost/student-services/grade-appeals
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Course Communication 

We will utilize Canvas for course information and management. For successful use of the system, you must use your 
university e-mail address (without forwarding it to another address). Please check your university email daily for 
course communication and updates sent by your instructor. Course documents, including all assignments, readings, 
and background information, will be posted in folders on Canvas.  

Statement of Diversity and Inclusion  

Ball State University aspires to be a university that attracts and retains a diverse faculty, staff, and student body. We 

are committed to ensuring that all community members are welcome, through valuing the various experiences and 

worldviews represented at Ball State and among those we serve. We promote a culture of respect and civil discourse 

as expressed in our Beneficence Pledge and through university resources found at 

http://cms.bsu.edu/campuslife/multiculturalcenter. 

Accommodations 

If you need course adaptations or accommodations because of a disability, please contact Ball State’s Disability 

Services immediately. Ball State’s Disability Services office coordinates services for students with disabilities; 

documentation of a disability needs to be on file in that office before any accommodations can be provided. Disability 

Services can be contacted at 765-285-5293 or dsd@bsu.edu. 

 

If you are experiencing mental health concerns, telehealth services are available. 

Canvas Accessibility 

Canvas provides an easy, simple, and intuitive user experience. Special attention has been paid to making Canvas 

screen readable. The Rich Content Editor encourages users to create accessible content pages (i.e., text formatting is 

accomplished using styles). Canvas is designed to allow limited customization of colors and schemes to be accessible 

for all users. The National Federation of the Blind granted Canvas the Gold Level Web Certification in 2010. Find more 

information by visiting the Canvas Voluntary Product Accessibility Template (VPAT). 

FERPA and Privacy 

As a student, your educational records are considered confidential. Your records are confidential and protected under 

FERPA (Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act). Under most circumstances, your records will not be released 

without your written and signed consent. However, some directory information may be released to third parties without 

your prior consent unless a written request to restrict this is on file. You can learn more about student rights to privacy 

by reading Ball State's FERPA and Privacy and Protection. 

Video Conferencing Recording 

In this class, software may be used to record live class discussions. Your participation in live class discussions may 

be recorded as a student in this class. These recordings will typically be made available only to students enrolled in 

the class to assist those who cannot attend the live session or to serve as a resource for those who would like to 

review the presented content. Students who prefer to participate via audio only will be allowed to disable their video 

camera so only audio will be captured. Students who prefer to listen only must disable their audio capability and 

visual camera. If you have concerns, please discuss these options with the instructor.  

Academic Support Services  
The Writing Center 

https://www.bsu.edu/about/administrativeoffices/student-conduct/policiesandprocedures/beneficence
http://cms.bsu.edu/campuslife/multiculturalcenter
mailto:dsd@bsu.edu
https://www.bsu.edu/academics/centersandinstitutes/practicum/referral
https://www.canvaslms.com/accessibility
https://www.bsu.edu/about/administrativeoffices/student-conduct/policiesandprocedures/ferpa
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All writers improve with practice and feedback, so as a student in this course, you are encouraged to use the Writing 

Center (in Robert Bell 295 during weekdays, Bracken Library First Floor West in the evenings, or online during any of 

our regularly scheduled hours) to get additional feedback on your writing.  

The Writing Center offers free planning, feedback, and accountability sessions (in person and online) to all students 

composing essays, reports, reflections, research projects, web content, lesson plans, slideshows, poster 

presentations, resumes, and other digital or print texts. To schedule a free appointment to discuss your writing, go 

to http://www.bsu.edu/writingcenter. Online and in-person appointments are available; however, plan ahead because 

appointments are booked quickly! 

Counseling Center 

The Ball State University Counseling Center offers free and confidential services to all students. The Counseling 

Center is located in Lucina Hall, Room 320. To schedule an appointment, you can contact us at 765-285-1736. Ball 

State also offers a 24/7 Crisis Line, which can be reached at 765-285-HOPE (4673). The Crisis Line is a mental 

health resource for those who are struggling with any mental health concerns, including thoughts of self-harm and/or 

suicide.   

 At the Ball State Counseling Center, we see students for a variety of reasons, some of which include homesickness, 

relationship concerns, anxiety, and depression. At your first appointment, you will work with a therapist to create a 

plan that will connect you with resources that best fit your needs. We assist students with getting connected to 

therapy at our Center as well as connecting students to self-help resources, other on-campus resources, and 

community-based resources. All Ball State students also have access to several on-demand, self-help resources 

through a variety of different platforms. All of these resources, including a direct link to our website, can be 

found here. 

The Basic Needs Hub 

If you are having difficulty affording enough food, do not have a safe and reliable place to sleep, and/or experiencing 

an emergency or crisis, help is available through the Basic Needs Hub.  The Basic Needs Hub has information and 

resources and provides individualized support to students.  To talk with a supportive staff member about your 

experience, receive one-on-one assistance, or learn more about resources, you can submit a Basic Needs 

Assistance Form. 

Having Difficulties? 

Please email the instructor any difficulties or questions regarding the course materials and/or assignments as soon 

as possible. 

Schedule and Content 

See above and check Canvas.  

Subject to Change Statement 

This syllabus and schedule are subject to change in the event of extenuating circumstances.   

 

 

http://www.bsu.edu/writingcenter
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flinktr.ee%2Fbsucc&data=05%7C02%7Cjmccoy%40bsu.edu%7C6dcb4a9457db4dfd813308dd23642572%7C6fff909f07dc40da9e30fd7549c0f494%7C0%7C0%7C638705635597777478%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=ogvyI09E9J4eKXDjTCphMilOrQEZL0A1HRdf7yekhtY%3D&reserved=0
https://www.bsu.edu/about/administrativeoffices/dean-of-students/basic-needs-hub
https://cm.maxient.com/reportingform.php?BallStateUniv&layout_id=30
https://cm.maxient.com/reportingform.php?BallStateUniv&layout_id=30

