Listening to Music
MUHI 100, Section 800/90)
Spring 2026
Online | Asynchronous

Instructor: Dr. Joanne King

BSU College of Fine Arts: School of Music

Ball State University, Muncie, IN

Email: jjking2@bsu.edu Office Phone (765) 285-5416
Office Hours: By Zoom appointment only; email to schedule

Course description: Surveys music from various countries and historical eras, with
an emphasis on European and American traditions. Students will learn to listen
attentively by focusing on the elements that are shared by classical, popular, and
folk musics. Explorations of music from contrasting centuries, including our own,
will reveal the ways changing aesthetics and societal norms impact the creation,
performance and reception of music. Not open to students majoring or minoring
in music. 3 credits.

Required text: The Enjoyment of Music, 14*" Edition by Kristine Forney, Andrew
Dell’Antonio and Joseph Machlis

Assigned readings are NOT optional: they are integral to your success in this class.

Other assigned readings/videos will be provided in the weekly modules
throughout the semester as needed.

Required materials: A reliable computer (or steady access to a reliable computer).
A way to take detailed notes, either on paper, or on a computer.

If you have issues obtaining a computer, you may consult with the technology
desk in Bracken Library and secure a loaner laptop. There are also computer labs
around campus for student use as well.

Course Objectives/Outcomes: This course is part of the Humanistic and Artistic Ways of
Knowing category of Ball State University’s University Core Curriculum (UCC). The UCC
introduces student to cultural experiences that will contribute to establishing meaningful lives.
It fosters their intellectual potential, adds breadth and depth to their educational and cultural
experiences and increases their personal well-being.
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Course SLOs (Student Learning Objects):

e Recognize and describe music and begin to explore its relation to the human
experience.

e Use appropriate concepts and principles as well as the related terminology to analyze
the style, sound, and structure of various musical works from contrasting traditions.

e Analyze how historical narratives and social contexts influence the creation,
performance, and reception of music in different times and places.

Course Rationale: As a form of Humanistic and Artistic Ways of Knowing, MUHI 100 provides
students with a range of skills and opportunities to learn how to identify, describe, and
contextualize the complex and varied ways music plays an important role in human experience.
By focusing first on the elements of music—such as melody, rhythm, harmony, etc.—students
will develop a vocabulary for describing what they hear. Students will then employ that
vocabulary as they explore musical examples from various times, places, and stylistic traditions.
Readings, lectures, and/or class discussions provide information about the history or context in
which music was created and performed. Guided listening experiences help students learn to
actively analyze what they hear, instead of listening passively. Other activities ask students to
apply concepts and practices to live and recorded music they hear outside of class.

Online resources: Canvas will be our online course site. Everything related to this
course will be posted on there, including announcements, assignment guidelines,
discussion questions, and supplementary readings/listenings. All quizzes and
exams will be taken on Canvas, so it is important that you have reliable
computer/laptop access. Canvas will also send notifications to your BSU email of
changes and upcoming deadlines.

Please make a habit of checking Canvas and your BSU email at least once a day.
If you have any questions about Canvas, please do not hesitate to ask.

Asynchronous courses: Asynchronous courses have no set meeting times,
meaning that all assignments, exams, discussions, and quizzes are done on your
own time throughout each week; there are weekly deadlines for each assignment,
but between when the work is assigned and when it’s due, you can complete the
work at your own pace. However, | highly recommend not waiting until the end
of the week to complete work.

Although there is no formal attendance policy for this online class, you are still
expected to participate via the online Canvas site — “attendance” will be



measured through your completion of the various assignments throughout the
term.

| will often post reminders of important deadlines, but it is ultimately your
responsibility to keep track of deadlines or contact me when there is an issue.

E-mail policies: If you need to contact me outside of the classroom, e-mail and
Canvas messages are the preferred method. Please make it a habit to use your
BSU account instead of your personal email. During the week, | check my inboxes
frequently throughout the day and will try to reply within a period of 24-48 hours.
Unless it is an urgent matter, do not expect a reply during the evening (after
6pm), or during the weekends.

Any emails you send should include your name, the name of the class and the
section. Please be as specific as possible when asking questions.

Grading: There are 900 points available for the entire semester. Assignments will
be graded with comments in a timely manner, typically within a week. All grades
are final.

The points are distributed amongst the following assignments:

3 Exams; (120 points each) 360 points
6 quizzes (points variable) 180 points
1 Music in the News Research Project 125 points
1 Concert Report 125 points
4 Discussion Boards (20 points each) 80 points

2 video surveys (15 points each) 30 points

Total 900 points

Grading scale:

100%-94% = A <94%-90% = A- <90%-87% = B+100
<87%-83% =B <83%-80% = B- <80%-77% = C+
<77%-73% =C <73%-70% = C- <70%-67% = D+

<67%-63% =D <63%-60% = D- <60%-0% = F



Quizzes and exams: There are 6 quizzes and 3 exams throughout the semester.
Each quiz/exam will open on the Monday of the week they are due and close the
following Sunday at 11:59pm, EXECPT for the final exam, which will close on
Friday, December 12, 11:59pm). I highly recommend using a computer/laptop to
take the quizzes/exams, rather than a tablet or phone, in order to ensure all
components of the quiz/exam load correctly.

Quizzes will focus on materials covered over a short span of 1-2 weeks. Exam 1
will cover all materials leading up to Beethoven and Exam 2 will cover
everything from Beethoven onward (with some recall from Exam 1). The final
exam will be cumulative and cover the entire semester. Specific details for each
exam will be provided closer as each one approaches.

Exams and quizzes will include the following elements: listening ID, multiple
choice, and true/false. Each student will have 2 attempts for each quiz and exam.

Quizzes and exams are OPEN NOTE/OPEN BOOK, so you will want to take
detailed notes and complete the required readings before taking them. We wiill
not use the Respondus Lockdown Browser. Missed quizzes/exams will be given
an automatic zero after the deadline and can only be made up at my discretion
(see Extension policy below), usually in the case of emergencies.

Discussion boards: There are 4 discussion board assignments throughout the
semester, each worth 20 points. For each round, you will be assigned to a group
(see Canvas for exact group assignments). You will then choose one of two
discussion questions to answer and then reply to two of your classmates’ posts.
Your grade will be assessed on the completion of the posting requirements,
your adherence to the guidelines (posted in Canvas), and the quality of your
answers. Your grade is not contingent on the activity of the others in your group
(e.g, you are graded on your individual contributions), but the quality of the
discussions will be higher if everyone participates.

Project assignments: Over the course of the semester, there will be several
project assignments (specific guidelines for each assignment will be posted to
Canvas):

1 Music in the News Project




1 Concert Report
2 video surveys

Unless otherwise specified, all assignments are to be INDIVIDUAL work, meaning
you may not work with another student. All assignments must be completed by
the published due date in order to be eligible for full credit — assignments turned
in after the due date will be accepted at my discretion and will be subject to grade
deductions for every day that the assignment is late. Any late work submitted
more than 7 days (one week) beyond the deadline without prior arrangements
will receive an automatic zero.

Extension policy: Extensions for late work will only be granted at my discretion
and with proper documentation (e.g. hospitalization, required university events,
funerals, military obligations, etc). If you are unable to complete a quiz/exam or
assignment by the published due date, you must come to me to request an
extension before the due date in order to receive consideration.

Of course, emergencies are unpredictable and unavoidable —in the event that
you must miss a test or exam because of a personal emergency (emergency
hospitalization of you or an immediate family member, death in the family,
accidents, etc), please notify me as soon as you can, and be able to provide
documentation (obituary, doctor’s note, etc) in order to be granted an
extension or makeup. Any work that is granted an extension must be completed
within one week of the missed due date.

Generative Al: The use of Generative Al will NOT be permitted during this course.
Work conducted and/or submitted in this course must be your own, completed in
accordance with the Ball State University’s Student Academic Ethics Policy. You
may not collaborate with or make use of ChatGPT or any other generative Al
applications at any time to develop materials submitted in this course.

NOTE: Some web search applications (like Google) use Al to summarize results,
which is acceptable if you’'re doing light research or looking for sources, but you
may not use Al programs, like ChatGPT or Blueseek, to generate answers for
prompts for any of the projects assigned this semester.

Any work found to be derived from Generative Al programs will be given an
automatic zero.



University Statement: We are committed to ensuring that all members of the
community are welcome, through valuing the various experiences and worldviews
represented at Ball State and among those we serve. We promote a culture of
respect and civil discourse.

Course Accommodations: If you need course adaptations or accommodations
because of a disability, please contact the instructor of record as soon as possible.
Ball State's Disability Services Office coordinates services for students with
disabilities; documentation of a disability needs to be on file in that office before
any accommodations can be provided. Disability Services can be contacted at
765-285-5293 or dsd@bsu.edu.

Freedom of Expression: Ball State University is committed to fostering a learning
environment that values intellectual diversity, encourages free expression, and
promotes open inquiry. As members of the Ball State Community, we treat each
person in the Ball State community with civility, courtesy, compassion, and dignity
and respect and learn from differences in people, ideas, and opinions. Please
review Ball State University’s Statement on Freedom of Expression, the resources
on Ball State’s Freedom of Expression webpage, and Ball State’s Beneficence

Pledge.

Title IX: Ball State University is committed to providing a safe and inclusive
learning environment for all students. If you or someone you know has
experienced sexual harassment—including sexual assault, dating violence,
domestic violence, or stalking, please know that you are not alone. The University
offers support services and resources. For more information or to report an
incident, please visit Ball State’s Title IX webpage or contact the Title IX
Coordinator at 765-285-1545 or at titleix@bsu.edu.

Student Academic Ethics Policy: Honesty, trust, and personal responsibility are
fundamental attributes of the university community. Academic dishonesty and
other forms of academic misconduct threaten the foundation of an institution
dedicated to the pursuit of knowledge and will not be tolerated. To maintain its
credibility and reputation, and to equitably assign evaluations of scholastic and
creative performance, Ball State University is committed to maintaining a climate
that upholds and values the highest standards of academic integrity. Visit the
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VPAA’s academic integrity website (Students tab) for resources on understanding

academic integrity, citing sources properly, and avoiding inadvertent academic
dishonesty. To learn about BSU’s academic integrity expectations and students’
rights, please read the University Student Academic Ethics Policy.

Spring 2026: Tentative Course Schedule (subject to change as announced):

WEEK MONDAY WEDNESDAY FRIDAY ASSIGNMENTS
DUE SUNDAY,
11:59PM

Week 1 Introduction: Elements of Music Elements of Intro Survey

(Jan 5- What is Music? Music Video;

11) Function of Music in Syllabus Quiz

Society
Syllabus

Week 2 Performing Forces: Performing Forces: Performing Discussion

(Jan 12- Voices and Strings Woodwinds and forces: Board 1

18) Brass Percussion and

keyboard

Week 3 MLK DAY Performing Forces: Overview of Elements and

(Jan 19- Ensemble types; Musical Periods | Instruments

25) Conductors Quiz

Week 4 The Middle Ages Renaissance Era: Renaissance Discussion

(Jan 26- Sacred Music Era: Secular Board 2

Feb 1) Music

Week 5 Baroque Era: Baroque Era: Classical Era: Reading and

(Feb 2-8) Instrumental Music Vocal Music Classical Forms | Listening Quiz

Week 6 Classical Era: Classical Era: Beethoven EXAM 1:

(Feb 9- Haydn Mozart Western Art

15) Music before
1820

Week 7 Romantic Era: Romantic Era: Romantic Era: | Reading and

(Feb 16- Introduction and Piano Art Songs Program Music | Listening Quiz

22) Music (Schubert, and Nationalism

(Chopin and Fanny Schumann) (Berlioz and
Hensel) Smetana)
Week 8 Romantic Era: Romantic Era: Late
(Feb 23- Absolute Music Opera (Wagner) Romanticism:

Mar 1)
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(Brahms and
Mendelssohn)

(Tchaikovsky
and Dvorak)

Week 9 SPRING BREAK SPRING BREAK SPRING BREAK
(Mar 2-
8)
Week 10 | Introduction to the 20t 20% Century 20™ Century | Music in the
(Mar 9- Century American Music American Music | News
15) Impressionism (Grant-Still and Price) | (Gershwin and
(Debussy) Ives)
Week 11 20t™ Century: 20t™ Century: 20™ Century: | Reading and
(Mar 16- | Expressionism (Berg and | Ballet (Stravinsky and | Neo-Classicism | Listening Quiz;
22) Schoenberg) Copland) (Shostakovich | Discussion
and Bartok) Board 3
Week 12 20t Century: 20t Century: Postmodernism: | EXAM 2:
(Mar 23- Avante garde, chance Minimalism 21t century and | Western Art
29) (Cage and Crumb) (Reich and Glass) beyond Music after
(Higdon, Adams, | 1820

and Whitacre)
Week 13 Film Music Musical Theatre World Music:
(Mar 30- North and
Apr 5) South America
Week 14 World Music: World Music World Music: | Concert
(Apr 6- Indonesia and Javanese Northern India Africa Report
12) Gamelan
Week 15 World Music: Popular Music: Jazz Popular Music: | Reading Quiz;
(Apr 13- The Middle East and Blues Country and Discussion
19) Western Board 4
Week 16 | Popular Music: Hip Hop Popular Music: Rock | Popular Music: | Final Survey
(Apr 20- and Rap and Roll Kpop; Video
26) Concluding

thoughts

Week 17 FINALS WEEK FINALS WEEK FINALS WEEK
(Apr 27- (FINAL EXAM
May 1) due Friday by

11:59pm!)




