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 DEVELOPMENTAL PSYCHOPATHOLOGY
EDPS 750 Sec 002  Dept. of Educational Psychology  Spring 2026

*Note: As a student in this class, you are responsible for knowing the content of this syllabus.

[image: ../../../Desktop/Screen%20Shot%202018-01-05%20at%205.21.22%20PM.png] Instructor: Renee Nevins Ph.D., HSPP
 Phone: 765-285-8500					 
 Email: frvaux@bsu.edu		
	
Office Location: TC519
Office Hours: Tuesday 12:00am – 2:00pm or by appointment
 
Class Meeting Time: Wednesday 2:00pm – 4:40pm
Meeting Location: TC 112
 
Communication policy:
 Email is the best way to get in contact with me. I regularly check and respond to emails Monday through Friday, between the hours of 8 am – 5 pm (EST). You should expect a response within 24 hours of receipt of your original email. If you have not heard from me within that timeframe (24 hours), please resend your email.  Please keep in mind that I generally do not answer e-mails on weekends or holidays so please do your best to communicate with me during the weekdays.  

COURSE INFORMATION

PREREQUISITE: Permission of the department chairperson. 

CATALOG DESCRIPTION: Emphasis is placed on understanding typical and atypical developmental trajectories throughout the lifespan.  Biological, family, social, and cultural contexts that contribute to psychological, emotional, and educational disturbances are discussed.

COURSE OBJECTIVES (Specific Learning Objectives – SLOs):
The aim of this course is to provide students with the following:
1. Knowledge of the general framework from which psychiatric diagnoses are made.
1. Knowledge of the role and influence of development on psychiatric disorders.
1. Knowledge of and ability to incorporate ethical decision making into psychiatric diagnosis.
1. Knowledge and ability to incorporate multicultural issues into psychiatric diagnosis.
1. Knowledge of and ability to use the DSM-5 TR.
1. Knowledge of the affective basis of behavior including affect, mood, and emotion across developmental stages.  
1. Knowledge of and ability to perform diagnostic interviews.
1. Ability to write the results of a diagnostic interview in a psychological report.

COURSE RATIONALE: This course is designed to provide the student with knowledge of the current issues, theories and practical skills required of professional psychologists in the diagnosis of psychiatric disorders. All psychiatric disorders have a developmental influence, and this will be emphasized in this course.  The copious amount of material to cover in this course mandates a high level of independent outside reading and learning by the student. Each class period will consist of lecture and active discussion by the professor and all students.  Please be prepared to engage in a lively discussion of each week’s topic.  

REQUIRED TEXTBOOK AND STUDENT RESOURCES:

Tobin, R. M., & House, A. E. (2015). DSM-5® Diagnosis in the Schools. Guilford Publications, Inc.

American Psychiatric Association (2022). Diagnostic and Statistical Manual-Fifth Edition, Text Revision.  This is available electronically for free through the library.

Articles and other readings will be assigned throughout the semester. Students will be expected to obtain articles through the Ball State University library. If you are not familiar with how to find or access materials through the library, please reach out to me right away so I can help.

COURSE ASSIGNMENTS AND GRADING CRITERIA:

1. [bookmark: _Hlk218861486](25%) Quizzes: A quiz will be held the first week of each month based upon the prior month’s reading and lecture.  Exceptions to this will be announced in class.

1. (15%) Video reviews:  Students will summarize and review (2) different videos on diagnostic interviewing.

1. (10%) Diagnostic Interview Outline Script:  This will be the Outline Script you would use with a client/patient referred for evaluation.

1. (30%) Final Course Project/Exam: The final exam will be in two parts. 
3. Part 1 – Mock Diagnostic Interview. Students will conduct a mock interview with the instructor. At the conclusion of the interview, the student will propose a DSM-5-TR diagnosis and defend their rationale for the diagnosis. Mor details will be forthcoming in class. 
3. Part 2 – Students will be given two (2) scenarios and answer brief differential diagnosis questions.

1. (10%) Fishbowl: Each student must participate in (1) “Fishbowl” activity where they will demonstrate an isolated skillsets (for example, consent for treatment, limits of confidentiality, assessment of symptoms, risk assessment, or management.

1. (10%) In-Class participation: Due to the format of the class, it is expected that ALL students will ACTIVELY participate in all class lectures, presentations, and practice diagnostic interviews. Each student should come to class having read the assigned material and be prepared to discuss.  

SUMMARY OF EVALUATION:

	Assignments
	Total
Points

	Quizzes
	25%

	Video Reviews
	15%

	Diagnostic Interview Script
	10%

	Final Examination
	30%

	Fishbowl
	10%

	Class Participation
	10%

	Total
	100%



GRADING POLICY: 

	A=94-100% 
	B-= 80-81% 
	D+= 65-69% 

	A-=90-93% 
	C+=75-79% 
	D=62-64% 

	B+=85-89% 
	C=72-74% 
	D-=60-61% 

	B= 82-84% 
	C-=70-71%
	F=below 60% 




University Policies and Statements:
University Statement: We are committed to ensuring that all members of the community are welcome, through valuing the various experiences and worldviews represented at Ball State and among those we serve. We promote a culture of respect and civil discourse. If you need course adaptations or accommodations because of a disability, please contact the instructor of record as soon as possible. Ball State's Disability Services Office coordinates services for students with disabilities; documentation of a disability needs to be on file in that office before any accommodations can be provided. Disability Services can be contacted at 765-285-5293 or dsd@bsu.edu. 

The Department of Educational Psychology strives to make clear the importance of consistent attention to issues of diversity and equity in the educational process. To that end, all educational psychology courses have a specific link to diversity. 

Freedom of Expression: In this course, we are committed to fostering a learning environment that values intellectual diversity, encourages free expression, and promotes open inquiry. As members of the Ball State Community, we treat each person in the Ball State community with civility, courtesy, compassion, and dignity and respect and learn from differences in people, ideas, and opinions. Please review Ball State University’s Statement on Freedom of Expression, the resources on Ball State’s Freedom of Expression webpage, and Ball State’s Beneficence Pledge.

Title IX: Ball State University is committed to providing a safe and inclusive learning environment for all students. If you or someone you know has experienced sexual harassment—including sexual assault, dating violence, domestic violence, or stalking, please know that you are not alone. The University offers support services and resources. For more information or to report an incident, please visit www.bsu.edu/titleix or contact the Title IX Coordinator at 765-285-1545 or at titleix@bsu.edu.

Student Academic Ethics Policy: Honesty, trust, and personal responsibility are fundamental attributes of the university community. Academic dishonesty and other forms of academic misconduct threaten the foundation of an institution dedicated to the pursuit of knowledge and will not be tolerated. To maintain its credibility and reputation, and to equitably assign evaluations of scholastic and creative performance, Ball State University is committed to maintaining a climate that upholds and values the highest standards of academic integrity. Visit the VPAA’s academic integrity website (Students tab) for resources on understanding academic integrity, citing sources properly, and avoiding inadvertent academic dishonesty. To learn about BSU’s academic integrity expectations and students’ rights, please read the University Student Academic Ethics Policy.

Student Support Services and Resources: 
The Learning Center:
To make an appointment, visit MyBallState and select “Navigate” or just go directly to https://bsu.navigate.eab.com.


The Writing Center:
To learn more or make an appointment go to: http://www.bsu.edu/writingcenter.

The Basic Needs Hub:
If you are having difficulty affording enough food, do not have a safe and reliable place to sleep, and/or experiencing an emergency or crisis, help is available through the Basic Needs Hub. The Basic Needs Hub has information, resources, and provides individualized support to students.  To talk with a supportive staff member about your experience, receive one on one assistance, or learn more about resources, you can submit a Basic Needs Assistance Form.

The Counseling Center:
The Counseling Center is located in Lucina Hall, Room 320. To schedule an appointment, you can contact us at 765-285-1736. Ball State also offers a 24/7 Crisis Line, which can be reached at 765-285-HOPE (4673).

All Ball State students also have access to several on-demand, self-help resources through a variety of different platforms. All of these resources, including a direct link to our website, can be found here.


Course Specific Expectations and Policies:
	
Attendance, Participation, and General Professional Expectations: This course is designed to include practical application, discussions, and other forms of collaboration and communication. Due to the format of the class, it is expected that students will come prepared to class ready to actively participate. As emerging professionals, students are expected to attend class regularly and promptly. Tardiness or absences due to illness, documented conferences, etc. will be excused. Chronic absences or lateness will result in deductions from the participation grade. If you anticipate missing class, you must communicate this with the professor as soon as possible. 

Policy regarding class absence: 
· Students are expected to attend all classes. Students who know they must be absent from or late to a class should notify the instructor via email in advance when possible. The following will occur with missed classes:
· Students will be permitted one unexcused absence (occurs when the student does not attend class without notifying the professor in advance).
· For each subsequent unexcused absence, the student’s final participation grade will be reduced by 2.5%.
· Students are expected to be present when class starts. Students will be permitted one unexcused tardy (occurs when the student is not in class at the starting time without notifying the professor in advance or the reason for tardiness upon arriving).
· For each additional tardy, the student’s final grade will be reduced by .5%.

Policy for making up missed assignments: If a student misses an assignment due to absence, it is his/her responsibility to schedule an appointment with the professor to discuss making up the assignment, quiz, etc. NOTE: No assignments will be accepted after the last day of the semester.

Academic Integrity and Professional Conduct: Students in this course are expected to exhibit academic integrity at all times. Please review the University guidelines as presented in the Code of Student Rights and Responsibilities in the student handbook as well as policies in the School Psychology Handbook. 

Cheating on examinations, submitting work of other students as your own, or plagiarism in any form is considered academic misconduct by the professor. In addition to the University Student Academic Ethics Policy, students are expected to adhere to the appropriate Code of Ethics for their particular program.

Technology Use During Class: Laptops, tablets, and other devices are great tools for learning, and you’re welcome to use them for note-taking or other class-related activities. To help us stay focused and respectful of everyone’s time, please avoid using phones and other devices for unrelated activities (e.g., texting, checking email, browsing unrelated sites, or reviewing materials from other classes). If off-task use becomes a pattern, it may result in a reduction of your participation grade.

[bookmark: _Hlk205815193]Course Content Ownership: All materials (e.g., syllabus, lecture slides, assignments, etc.) presented in this course are the property of the instructor. Course materials may not be shared, sold, or distributed in any way unless explicitly approved by Dr. Nevins. Students may not record the instructor’s voice, image, or lecture materials in any form (including audio, video, or photographs) unless approved by Dr. Nevins. 

During this course students will learn about and discuss various nitive tests. All students are expected to adhere to the American Psychological Association’s Ethical Code, including in regards to maintaining test security/integrity http://www.apa.org/ethics/code/index.aspx. Students are not permitted to disclose any details of test construction or stimuli to anyone outside of this course or to make this information public in any forum.  Students in this course are also expected to follow the School Psychology Confidentiality and Information Access Agreement in the School Psychology Handbook.
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