Dr. Brendan Nash
ANTH 103-1   CRN 18827  


ANTH 103, Archaeology and Culture

Catalog Description: 
ANTH 103, Archaeology and Culture, explores the long-term development of human culture from its beginnings to the present through archaeological and material perspectives. It presents a global survey of world prehistory and focuses upon the major cultural trends and key transitions in the prehistoric past; and emphasizes the use of archaeological methods and information for reconstructing global cultural history.  


Course Objectives, and Indiana College Core Student Learning Outcomes:
Students will recognize 
· the objectives of archaeology 
· dating methods used by archaeologists 
· how humans spread throughout the world 
· the chronology of human cultural development 
· the major trends and stages in human sociocultural development 
· evidence for the beginnings of expressive culture (art and religion), and science 
· the reasons for and impact of the development of agriculture 

Students will explain 
· the relationship between human evolution and cultural development 
· the relationships between cultural developments, the environment and environmental change
· how archaeological research reflects the scientific method and historical-cultural processes 

Students will identify
· the strengths and weaknesses of contending explanations or interpretations for social, behavioral, or historical phenomena
· examples of how social, behavioral, or historical knowledge informs and can shape personal, ethical, civic, or global decisions and responsibilities

Students will demonstrate
· knowledge of major concepts, theoretical perspectives, empirical patterns, or historical contexts within a given social or behavioral domain
· the ability to communicate effectively about academic topics through writing





Three main blocks will be covered throughout this course:

1) The nature of archaeological science, including the origins of modern scientific methods, archaeology’s place within the broader discipline of anthropology, and important archaeological theories, methods, and techniques of analysis.

2) A brief overview of human origins from our earliest australopithecine ancestors to the appearance of   modern humans.

3) An overview of major developments in later world prehistory from the Upper Paleolithic period to the development of state-level civilizations.


Textbook:
Feder, Kenneth
2024 The Past in Perspective: An Introduction to Human Prehistory.  Oxford University Press, 9th edition.


Canvas
Announcements, syllabi, assignments, selected lecture notes, and discussion threads will be
available on Canvas. All graded assignments including reflective essays and reading summaries (see below) are to be turned in on Canvas. Your grades will also appear on Canvas.


Lectures
Lectures will be designed to run for 35 minutes, leaving 15 minutes per class for discussion and questions. This is important time to clarify anything that was unclear to you and ask in-depth questions about the material, including the readings for that week. You should take notes during lectures and write down questions or comments for the end. If you have questions or comments that you would like to pose during the lecture, please rais your hand and I’ll call on you at the soonest opportunity. 


Grading
Final grades will be determined based on the standard grade scale for Ball State University shown here. There are a total of 100 points that you can earn throughout the course. The points will equate to your grade percentage once all material is turned in for the semester. The Ball State grade scale that will be used in this course is shown below.

	Assignments
	Percent of Grade
	Each one

	Exams (3)
	40
	13.4% or 13.4 pts

	Reflective Essays (3)
	20
	6.7% or 6.7pts

	Reading Summaries (10)
	20
	2% or 2pts

	Participation: Attendance & Discussion 
	20
	-1% or -1pt per missed class, with 2 expectations




 







Grade Scale    
(A = 100-94%; A- = 93-90; B+ = 89-87; B = 86-84; B- = 83-80; C+ = 79-77; C = 76-74; C- = 73-70; D+ = 69-67; D = 66-64)


Graded Materials

Exams (3) (in person) (13.4 pts each)
There will be three exams for this course; one after each block. Each exam will consist of a series of multiple-choice questions, short answers, and essay questions. Exams are to be completed in class unless you have testing accommodations. 


Reflective Essays (3) (assignment section on Canvas) (6.7 pts each)
For the three reflective essays, compose a two-page critical examination of the materials you have read or viewed for that section of the course. The purpose of these essays is to further explore and critically examine the topics. Focus on interpreting an aspect of the material, rather than just providing an overview of what you read. Start by discussing how the lectures, readings or videos affected you or how they caused you to examine your world in new ways. Then, move on to a more critical review or analysis of an aspect of the material. Develop a single theme and explore it in depth.


Reading Summaries and Perceptions (10) (discussion section on Canvas) (2 pts each)
These discussion posts will consist of a brief two or more paragraph summary of the chapters you read and PowerPoint lecture slides and any videos or supplemental materials you reviewed during that week.
After a brief summary, answer the question, what did you learn from the readings and other materials this week, and how does it change how you see people, society, and/or history? There are only 10 required posts for 10 specific weeks. Check syllabus for which weeks to post and not to post. The discussion sections for the summaries and perceptions will open on Monday for the week they cover and will remain open only until Friday of the following week. You may respond to 1 post per week, but you are not required to.


Participation: Attendance & Discussions (-1 pt for each day missed, with two exceptions)
Attendance will be taken each day with a sign-in sheet. Attendance is required and you can miss only two unexcused classes before you begin to lose one point from the participation portion of your grade for each class missed. If you must miss a class due to a university sponsored activity, you should notify the instructor and provide documentation as early as possible. Students will not be penalized for representing the University in any official capacity but are expected to complete any assignments due during their absence prior to leaving. If you experience a family or personal emergency that requires missing class, notify the instructor as early as possible. Otherwise, missed classes and assignments are the responsibility of the student. 

There will be 5 minutes at the beginning of class for questions relating to the reading and 10 minutes or so after each lecture for a discussion of materials from the lecture and/or the readings. Please write down questions during lecture and while you’re doing the reading to discuss in class.  



Late Assignments
Since the course must cover a wide range of issues and topics in a short period, students are STRONGLY encouraged to turn in assignments on time. Assignments (i.e., Essays and Reading Summaries) turned in after the due date may lose 10% for every day they are late. If you know that an assignment will be late due to circumstances beyond your control, notify the instructor as early as possible. Without such notification and approval, late assignments may not be accepted.


Schedule

Block 1: The Scientific Discipline of Anthropological Archaeology 

Week 1 Aug, 24 - 28 
Lecture 1: Introduction to Anthropological Archaeology and the Culture Concept
Readings: The preface to the Foraging Spectrum by Robert Kelly – found on Canvas

Week 2 Aug, 31 - Sep, 4
Lecture 2: History of Archaeology as a Science, and the Origins of Modern Scientific Thought
Readings: Chapter 1 The Past in Perspective

Week 3 Sep, 7 - 11: Labor Day, no Class Monday
Lecture 3: Archaeological Field and Laboratory Methods
Readings: Chapter 2 The Past in Perspective

Week 4 Sep, 14 - 18
Lecture 3: Archaeological Field Methods and Laboratory Methods, Continued
Readings: Belson Clovis PLOS ONE article (an example for the application of archeological methods) https://journals.plos.org/plosone/article?id=10.1371/journal.pone.0302255

Block 2: Human Origins

Week 5 Sep, 21 - 25: Reflective Essay 1 Due Sep, 21 on Canvas; Exam 1 Friday Sep, 25 in person
Lecture 4: Biological Evolution and the Fossil Record
Readings: Chapter 3 The Past in Perspective

Week 6 Sep, 28 - Oct, 2
Lecture 5: Homo Erects, the Beginning of Us
Readings: Chapter 4 The Past in Perspective

Week 7 Oct, 5 - 9
Lecture 6: Homo Neanderthalensis, Changing Perspectives
Video: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=G29xPt4KerU (Neanderthal overview start at 2:25)
The Neandertal Burial That Taught Us About Humanity - YouTube (end at 8:00)
Readings: Chapter 5 The Past in Perspective

Week 8 Oct, 12 - 16: Fall Break, no class Monday, Dr. Nash to Conference this Week
Lecture: N/A
Readings: none

Week 9 Oct, 19 - 23 
Lecture 7: Antinomically and Behaviorally Modern Homo Sapiens
Readings: Chapter 6 The Past in Perspective

Block 3: World Prehistory

Week 10 Oct, 26 - 29 Reflective Essay 2 Due Oct 26 on Canvas; Exam 2 Friday Oct, 30 in person
Lecture 8: Out of Africa the Dispersal of Modern Homo Sapiens
Readings: Chapter 7 The Past in Perspective pp. 222 – 239 

Week 11 Nov, 2 - 6 
Lecture 9: Old World Prehistory, the Paleolithic and Mesolithic
Video: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1NjhARPyySM (paleolithic (European) mortuary arch)
Readings: Readings: Overview of Paleolithic Archaeology (Toth & Schick) (on Canvas)

Week 12 Nov, 9 - 13
Lecture 10: Old World Prehistory, Neolithic and Bronza Ages, the Origins of Farming and Settled Life
Video: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=a1aJ_UBBwE4 (neolithic revolution in Greek/Turkish islands)
Readings: Chapter 8 The Past in Perspective

Week 13 Nov, 16 - 20
Lecture 11: New World Prehistory, Peopling of the Americas through the Mississippian and Woodland Periods.
Readings: Chapter 7 The Past in Perspective pp. 239 - 272

Week 14 Nov, 23 - 27: Reflective Essays 3 Due Nov, 23; Thanksgiving, no Class Wednesday- Friday
Lecture 12: New World Prehistory, Aztec, Mya, Inca
Readings: Chapter 12, 13 The Past in Perspective

Week 15 Nov, 30 - Dec, 4
Lecture 13: Historical Archaeology
Video: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wXssGXI4t9Q (Finding a 17th century well at James Town)
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yzrkwRWuwPg (Historical mortuary archaeology at James Town)
Readings: none

Week 16 Dec, 7 -11: Final Exam 3; Thursday, December 10, 9:45-11:45 am


Academic Honesty
Students are expected to uphold the Ball State University standard for conduct relating to academic integrity. Students assume full responsibility for the content and integrity of the academic work they submit. The guiding principle of academic integrity shall be that their submitted work, examinations, reports, and projects MUST BE THEIR OWN WORK. Make sure to cite all sources. Plagiarism of any sort, whether of the “word for word” variety, paraphrasing, or “mosaic” plagiarism, is unacceptable and unethical. Any student found plagiarizing will FAIL the course. It is the student’s responsibility to be aware of and understand this policy.

Learning Center
The Learning Center offers free tutoring for science and humanities courses, for a variety of math and business courses, for foreign languages and any writing task, and for study skills such as time management, test taking, and effective textbook reading. Call 765-285-3780 or visit NQ 350 to make an appointment to meet with a tutor.

Diversity Statement:
Ball State University aspires to be a university that attracts and retains a diverse faculty, staff and student body. We are committed to ensuring that all members of the community are welcome through valuing the various experiences and worldviews represented at Ball State and among those we serve. We promote a culture of respect and civil discourse as expressed in our Beneficence Pledge. For Bias Incident Response information, please click here or e-mail reportbias@bsu.edu.

Students with different abilities 
If you need course adaptations or accommodations because of a disability, please contact the instructor of record as soon as possible. Ball State's Disability Services Office coordinates services for students with disabilities; documentation of a disability needs to be on file in that office before any accommodations can be provided. Disability Services can be contacted at 765-285-5293 or dsd@bsu.edu. 
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SOURCE: https://www.bsu.edu/campuslife/counselingcenter

University Statement 
We are committed to ensuring that all members of the community are welcome, through valuing the various experiences and worldviews represented at Ball State and among those we serve. We promote a culture of respect and civil discourse. 

Communication Etiquette:
Please allow 48 hours to receive a response to emails, unless it is the weekend, in which case I may not respond to you until Monday. If you need to discuss your grade in the class, you will need to schedule an in-person meeting, Zoom meeting, or come to my office hours.

End of Course Evaluation: 
In accordance with BSU policies and academic best practices, students will provide anonymous feedback using the University-approved evaluation instrument.
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After-Hours Crisis/Emergency Services

For after-hours crisis/emergency services, call 911 or University Police @ 765-285-1111 to get immediate
assistance. Click here for additional resources.

The Counseling Center would like to announce our newest on-line tool...
%U% \/\/@ ‘ ‘T'/a ck WellTrack. WellTrack is a self-help program specifically designed for help
RS with stress, anxiety, and depression. The program is online/mobile and self.
directed. It allows you to identify goals and learn powerful strategies to
improve mental health. It is FREE and available to all Ball State University students. To access WellTrack, just click
on the WellTrack logo and sign up using your @bsu.edu email address. If you have any questions about this
program, please contact Dr. Ellen Lucas at elucas@bsu.edu or call the Counseling Center (765) 285-1736.




