B ALL STATE
UNIVERSITY.

Department of Educational Studies

EDAC 631 Syllabus Fall 2026

Course Information:

Course Number, Title:  EDAC 631, Section 800, Adult and Community Education
Meeting Day, Time: Online via Canvas

Office Hours: By appointment

Professor: M. Beth Borst. Ed.D.
Assistant Teaching Professor, Educational Studies

Catalog Course Description:

This course introduces the fundamental concepts and trends of adult and community education
in public and private sectors. Students examine the roles and historical context of various
educational practices and influential educators. They also engage in critical reflection to analyze
current and future challenges and opportunities in the field. This course provides a basis for
further study in the adult and community education graduate program.

Course Rationale:

This course provides a historical and philosophical framework to adult and community
education. This will assist in the learning journey through this discipline via exploration of
learning and teaching strategies for adults in the past, present, and future.

Required Textbooks:

Ross-Gordon, J.M., Rose, Amy, D., Kasworm, C.E. (2017). Foundations of Adult and Continuing
Education (First ed.). San Francisco, CA: Jossey-Bass (A Wiley Brand). ISBN-13: 978-
1118955093

Recommended (Recommended/Optional) Textbook:

American Psychological Association. (2020). Publication manual of the American Psychological
Association (7™ ed.). Washington, DC: American Psychological Association. ISBN-13: 978-
1433832161

Course Goals:
1) Increase understanding of the roles, practices, history, and intersection of traditional vs.
nontraditional and formal vs. nonformal adult and community education.
2) Increase awareness of renowned educators in the field of adult and community education.
3) Compare personal philosophy of education to philosophical perspectives presented in
the textbook.
4) View course concepts and theme from varying cultural lens.
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5)

Utilize critically reflection to synthesize and articulate learning throughout the course.

Major Course Objectives:

v

v

Explain the historical, current, and future trends, challenges, and opportunities in adult and
community education.

Describe your experiences, perspectives, aspirations, and/or insights regarding adult
and community education.

Discuss the different philosophical perspectives of adult and community education and
compare/contrast to personally developed philosophy of education.

Observe and/or report on an adult education practitioner/session, including comparing/
contrasting to themes, perspectives, and concepts learned in this course.

Discuss racial, ethnic, and cultural groups’ perspectives, contributions, inclusion, and
exclusion in the applicable theoretical models and frameworks.

Document critical reflections on learning and application of course content.

Major Course Requirements:

Due Date (subject to change) Points

Main Discussion Board (MDB) Posts /  On or before Sunday of the week of 160

Participation

assignment or as listed

(20 pts x 8) / (25 pts x 7)

Small Group Discussions (SGD) Week
#1

On or before Sunday of the week of 45
assignment or as listed

(15 pts x 3)

Small Group Discussions (SGD) /

On or before Sunday of the week of 150

Activities assignment or as listed

(30 pts x 5)

Adult Educator Proposal (5) & Proposal: On or before Sunday, 9/6 85
Biography (80) Biography: On or before Sunday, 10/4

Midterm Personal Learning Journal On or before Sunday, 10/11 75
Annotated Bibliography (Group On or before Sunday, 10/11 80
Project)

Adult Educator Digital Story / On or before Sunday, 10/25 90
Presentation

Reflective Essay - Adult Learners On or before Wednesday, 11/8 90
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Due Date (subject to change) m

Philosophy of Adult Education On or before Sunday, 11/15

Philosophy of Adult Education On or before Sunday, 11/22 50
Presentation

Final Personal Learning Journal On or before Wednesday, 12/2 75

. TOTAL| 1,000

Grading Scale:
A: 93-100; A-: 90-92; B+: 87-89; B: 83-86; B-: 80-82; C+: 77-79; C: 73-76; C-: 70-72; F: 0-69

Your participation and assignments will be evaluated and graded based upon the criteria
specified for each assignment.

Class Participation, Attendance, and Discussion:

The methodology by which the class is conducted espouses adult learning theories. As a
student, you are an active and integral stakeholder in your and others’ learning. You are a
current or aspiring adult and/or community educator or practitioner in a field where adult
education is an important means of developing or maintaining core competencies to be
acknowledged as highly skilled. Preferred method of communication with the professor is
email. Include course name in subject. Responses are generally within 24 hours.

You will be required to co-construct with the professor and class members a learning
environment that will meet your and others’ individual learning needs. You will be co-learners
and co-teachers with the professor and class members as you actively listen (i.e. read students’
posts) and critically reflect on the discussions and sharing of experiences of others. This means
that our pace of class activities will promote inclusion of, learning, and understanding by all
class participants. There may be times when you will be comfortable with the pace. Also, there
may be times when you will feel the pace is too fast or too slow. You are encouraged to
continually think and reflect on the ways you learn and how they compare/contrast with your
colleagues in this course. Together we will build, nurture, and sustain a community of learning
and a community of learners.

Because we do not meet face-to-face in this course attendance is not graded in the typical
manner. However, there will be weekly discussions, assignments/projects, and/or learning
activities that will be used to gauge attendance and participation. You are required to post
multiple times within each week to simulate a class environment. Weekly participation and
timeliness are integral to academic success. In online courses this takes the form of
participation in discussion via discussion board forums and other electronic means. As this is an
online graduate-level course, it is up to every student to stay on track and complete
projects/activities and submit items in a timely fashion each week.
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Students must be self-motivated and disciplined to meet all due dates as noted, in the course
syllabus. BSU has provided the guidelines of nine to twelve hours allocated, per week, for a
three credit hour course. All assignments are to be submitted within the week/designated
dates, as noted on the course syllabus. Assignments submitted late may be subject to a
reduction in points, or no points at all. Developing a routine and time management strategy,
which is tailored to your lifestyle and learning needs, is essential for academic success.

Please note, this is an online course (not an independent study course) which requires regular
engagement (electronically) with each other. Failure to move in an out of the course
discussions and Communities of Learning (COLs) throughout the week, will result in point
deductions. When students complete their posts in one sitting, they miss out on later
conversations which impacts the learning of everyone. Please strive for sustained discussions
throughout the week. Also please note, COLs are required though points will not be issued.

University Statement:

We are committed to ensuring that all members of the community are welcome, through
valuing the various experiences and worldviews represented at Ball State and among those we
serve. We promote a culture of respect and civil discourse.

Academic Integrity:

Academic integrity is expected of all students. Cheating and/or plagiarism may include: using
unauthorized assistance on any in-class or take-home examination, paper, or project;
presenting the work of someone else as yours without acknowledging the source; taking exams
or course material from an instructor or student; or submitting the same academic work for
credit more than once without consent. Review Academic Integrity resources in the Week #1
Resources.

Please click here for further clarification:
https://www.bsu.edu/about/administrativeoffices/vice-provost/student-services/academic-

integrity

Generative Al (GenAl) Statement

Al (GenAl) refers to a class of Al tools that can create text, images, audio, video, and other
similar media from existing training datasets. This may include user-prompted tools or tools
running autonomously (aka, “agentic Al”). Note that some Al tools are becoming embedded in
platforms that students use to create their assignments (e.g., Grammarly, Microsoft Word,
Excel, Adobe Acrobat, Canva, OneNote, and Evernote). The mere presence and use of Al-
assisted features in such tools, such as grammar suggestions, predictive text, formatting help,
or auto-completion, would not normally be considered GenAl.

You must cite any Al-generated material that informed your work. Using an Al tool to generate
content without proper attribution constitutes a violation of Ball State University’s Student
Academic Ethics Policy. You, the student, are always responsible for the content you submit,
publish, share, or act upon, regardless of whether GenAl tools assisted in the process. For data



https://www.bsu.edu/about/administrativeoffices/vice-provost/student-services/academic-integrity
https://www.bsu.edu/about/administrativeoffices/vice-provost/student-services/academic-integrity
https://www.bsu.edu/about/administrativeoffices/vice-provost/student-services/academic-integrity
https://www.bsu.edu/about/administrativeoffices/vice-provost/student-services/academic-integrity
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security reasons, please use BSU-approved GenAl tools (e.g., BSU Gemini, NotebookLM), which
support single sign-on (SSO) with BSU ID and password. Commonly used public GenAl tools
carry a higher risk of data being shared externally. In contrast, when using BSU-approved GenAl
tools and logging in through Ball State SSO, your data is treated as private and uploaded
content will not be used to train future Al models or otherwise be shared outside of BSU.
Instructors do not have access to BSU IT Center logs of GenAl tool usage, so student data
shared through BSU-approved GenAl tools remain private. There are APA guidelines for citing Al
content.

Plagiarism Detection

The campus subscribes to Turnitin, a plagiarism prevention service, through Canvas. You may
need to submit written assignments to Turnitin. Student work will be used for plagiarism
detection and for no other purpose. The student may indicate in writing to the instructor that
he/she refuses to participate in the plagiarism detection process, in which case the instructor
can use other electronic means to verify the originality of their work.

Students with Disabilities:

If you need course adaptations or accommodations because of a disability, please contact the
instructor of record as soon as possible. Ball State's Disability Services Office coordinates
services for students with disabilities; documentation of a disability needs to be on file in that
office before any accommodations can be provided. Disability Services can be contacted at 765-

285-5293 or dsd@bsu.edu.

Student Code:

BSU Code of Student Rights and Responsibilities is designed to inform the community of the
general behavioral expectations that the University has for all students. In order to foster social
and personal accountability and responsible decision making, we encourage you to read,
understand and adhere to these community standards. This document also outlines the
procedures that the university will use to respond to violations of these standards.

Confidentiality Clause:

This class will use students’ and professors’ experiences to illuminate points and reinforce the
classroom content and objectives. Students are not required to disclose personal or private
information. If they choose to do so, they assume the responsibility of their actions. The
instructor has a right to cease activities or discussions deemed not appropriate for this forum.
No personal medical information is to be publicly disclosed to the class, if you have special
requirements, see the accessibility statement under the title of Students with Disabilities.

Freedom of Expression:

In this course, we are committed to fostering a learning environment that values intellectual
diversity, encourages free expression, and promotes open inquiry. As members of the Ball State
Community, we treat each person in the Ball State community with civility, courtesy,
compassion, and dignity and respect and learn from differences in people, ideas, and opinions.
Please review Ball State University’s Statement on Freedom of Expression, the resources on Ball



https://apastyle.apa.org/blog/cite-generative-ai-references
https://apastyle.apa.org/blog/cite-generative-ai-references
https://www.bsu.edu/about/administrativeoffices/disability-services
mailto:dsd@bsu.edu
https://ballstate.navexone.com/content/dotNet/documents/?docid=4554&app=pt&source=unspecified&public=true
https://www.bsu.edu/about/freedom-of-expression/freedom-of-expression-statement

Borst Syllabus for EDAC 631 — Fall 2026

State’s Freedom of Expression webpage, and Ball State’s Beneficence Pledge.

Title I1X/Sex Discrimination:

Ball State University is committed to maintaining an educational environment free from sex
discrimination, including sexual harassment, sexual misconduct, dating and domestic violence,
and stalking. Students who experience or witness conduct that may violate University policy are
encouraged to seek support and assistance. The Title IX Office can provide information about
reporting options, supportive measures, and available resources. Contact the Title IX Office at
765-285-1545 or titleix@bsu.edu.

Please Note: As your instructor, | am a mandatory reporter. If you disclose information to me
about conduct that may constitute sex discrimination or sexual misconduct, | am required to
notify the Title IX Coordinator. The Title IX Office will reach out to discuss available resources,
supportive measures, and reporting options. If you wish to speak with someone confidentially,
you may contact the Counseling Center or the Center for Survivor Support. Questions on
Syllabus or Course Content:

If you have a question regarding the syllabus or course content, you may email me directly or
post your question on the Main Discussion Board in the Questions on Syllabus or Course
Content discussion forum.


https://www.bsu.edu/about/freedom-of-expression/faculty-toolkit
https://www.bsu.edu/about/beneficence
mailto:titleix@bsu.edu

