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Course Overview 

Purpose 
School leaders (particularly superintendents and high school principals) have direct 
involvement in athletic programs, yet few superintendent/principal preparatory 
programs include a course focused on interscholastic athletics. This course will prepare 
students to collaborate effectively with athletic directors and help guide athletic 
programs in a positive way. Students will hear from current and former high school 
athletic directors, state- and national-level athletic administrators, accomplished 
researchers in the field, among others. Learning experiences will connect directly to 
course objectives 
 
 
Course Objectives 

• Develop knowledge and skills to collaborate with athletic directors and promote a 
positive athletics culture within a school 

• Identify research-based reasons to support the importance of participation in 
athletics 

• Communicate directly with a current practitioner to develop greater 
understanding of the roles and responsibilities of athletic directors 

• Critique instruments, criteria, and approaches to conduct a search process and 
formally evaluate the performance of athletic directors 

• Compare and contrast the mission/vision statement and online presence of 
multiple high school athletic programs 

• Develop best practices in creating and maintaining a safe environment when 
hosting athletic events 

• Compare and contrast the policies and organizational structures of multiple 
states’ high school athletics governing bodies 

• Navigate an athletics legal/ethical issue from the standpoint of a school 
superintendent or principal 
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BSU Grading Scale 
 

A  95-100%  C   75-78% 
A-  90-94%     C-  70-74%   
B+  89%         D+  69% 
B    85-88%      D    65-68% 
B- 80-84%  D-  60-64%  
C+ 79%    F    below 60% 
 

 
Submission of Late Assignment Policy 
If a student turns in any assignment late, his or her assignment will be accepted.  
However, deductions result for late assignments at the rate of 10% per day unless the 
student has communicated a compelling reason for late submission. 
 
Special Needs Learners  
If you need course adaptations or accommodations because of a disability, please contact 
me as soon as possible. Ball State's Disability Services office coordinates services for 
students with disabilities; documentation of a disability needs to be on file in that office 
before any accommodations can be provided. Disability Services can be contacted at 765-
285-5293 or dsd@bsu.edu. 
 
Student Academic Ethics Policy   
Academic dishonesty is taken very seriously and will not be tolerated.  Ball State 
University has policies govern the formal procedures for handling cheating, plagiarism, 
using someone else’s work, or turning in work that was previously submitted for another 
class (see “Code of Student Rights and Responsibilities:  Student Academic Ethics 
Policy” available on the BSU website).  Proper referencing of all outside sources is 
expected. 
 
Approved Academic Ethics Statement   
Honesty, trust, and personal responsibility are fundamental attributes of the 
University community. Academic dishonesty and other forms of academic misconduct 
threatens the foundation of an institution dedicated to the pursuit of knowledge and 
will not be tolerated. To maintain its credibility and reputation, and to equitably assign 
evaluations of scholastic and creative performance, Ball State University is committed 
to maintaining a climate that upholds and values the highest standards of academic 
integrity. Please refer to the following BSU website for additional details: 
http://cms.bsu.edu/About/AdministrativeOffices/StudentRights/PoliciesandProcedure
s/StudentCode/VIIEthicsPolicy.aspx 
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Writing Center 
Want extra feedback on your papers? The Writing Center is a community of Ball State 
students and faculty who value writing. Come and collaborate with one of our trained peer 
tutors on any project for any major. The Writing Center is a comfortable, supportive 
environment for writers from all communities and backgrounds. It is located in Robert Bell 
291. We have both online and face-to-face appointments. To make an appointment go to: 
ballstate.mywconline.com. 
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