
WGS 220: International Women’s Issues 

Dr. Courtney Jarrett 

Office: SC 116 — Office hours: By appointment 

765.285.5293 (office) --- cjjarrett@bsu.edu 

Course Description 
Introduction to current international women's and gender issues, such as women’s/men’s roles in work, 
politics, religion, families and social movements, with an emphasis on non-Western cultures. 

Textbook 

Delap, L. (2020). Feminisms a global history. University of Chicago Press. https://tinyurl.com/220bkstore  

Course Objectives 
●​ evaluate competing explanations for gender-related social phenomena, draw conclusions, and 

defend rationales 

●​ reflect on our own assumptions, describe how new knowledge challenges or reinforces those 
assumptions, and form and analyze new understandings 

●​ explain how individual differences such as gender identity and sexual orientation affect the 
perspectives, values, and experiences of individuals 

●​ articulate various ways that personal, cultural and institutionalized discrimination creates and 
sustains privileges for some while creating and sustaining disadvantages for others; 

●​ identify how gender definitions and norms in other cultures differ from our own, and discuss how 
these differences influence the perspectives, values, and experiences of people from these 
cultures 

Policies and Procedures 
★​ We are committed to ensuring that all members of the community are welcome, through valuing 

the various experiences and worldviews represented at Ball State and among those we serve. 
We promote a culture of respect and civil discourse. 

★​ If you need course adaptations or accommodations because of a disability, please contact the 
instructor of record as soon as possible. Ball State's Disability Services office coordinates 
services for students with disabilities; documentation of a disability needs to be on file in that 
office before any accommodations can be provided. Disability Services can be contacted at 
765-285-5293 or dsd@bsu.edu.  

★​ Assignments should be completed by the assigned due date. You should turn the assignments in 
through the Assignments section on Canvas. You should be in communication with me if you are 
experiencing problems with your assignments before the due date. Please keep in contact with 
me. Waiting until the end of the semester to try and explain why assignments were not done is 
UNACCEPTABLE! 

★​ Be respectful of other students and their opinions. If you disagree, offer your opinion in a mature 
and scholarly manner appropriate for the classroom. We can all learn and grow from others’ 
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experiences and your thoughts are valued. Disrespectful commentary will not be tolerated. Note 
that many of the issues we will face in this course will involve our personal and political 
philosophies. There is no reward and no penalty for having a particular set of beliefs. 

★​ Academic dishonesty will not be tolerated. If you need more information explaining what 
constitutes plagiarism, cheating, inappropriate citations, fabrications, falsification, and other forms 
of dishonesty please see BSU’s student code or ask me. Use APA format to cite your sources. 

★​ AI Policy: Have you explored AI tools like ChatGPT? They can be a fantastic support, similar to 
how a calculator helps in math. To get the most out of them, try using them to brainstorm ideas, 
combine information, reword text, find the core message, and learn what's generally known about 
a topic. Just be sure to guide the AI, double-check its work, and create your final answers 
yourself. Let's use these tools to expand our abilities and make our knowledge even stronger.           

★​ I will do my best to have all items graded within 1 week of the due date and respond to all 
communication within 48 business hours.  

Assignments 
Discussion Boards: Your discussion board posts will be a reflection journal. Feel free to summarize what 
you’ve read and learned, but also spend time reflecting and sharing your thoughts/feelings about the 
topics we cover in this class. You should also respond to at least one person’s post in order to interact 
and converse with your classmates. The discussion boards are worth 200 points total and due each 
Friday at midnight. 

Global Sexuality Brochure: You will select a specific country which has laws restricting sexuality and 
create a brochure (or pamphlet) to “start” a movement to improve the lives of those people living in the 
country you have selected.  You will choose a specific sexual rights issue, such as LGBTQ, right to 
marry, or double standards, etc. You should look to help them find resources, give information, as well 
as encouragement.  
  
The brochure should be a tri-fold (which can be created using Microsoft Publisher, Canva, Adobe 
Illustrator, etc.). You should include information, as well as photos/images. Incorporate a Bibliography 
section in your brochure. This project should be submitted as a PDF in Canvas.  You will be graded on 
creativity, writing, and effort. This is worth 100 points total. 
  
Final Paper: You will select a specific country (can be different from the one for the brochure) and 
write about their incorporation of the feminist movement or the lack of. This assignment must be at 
least five pages in length and must contain at least five academic sources. Please also use 12pt, 
double-spaced, Arial font, with 1-inch margins with a separate title page for this assignment. 
This will be your final paper and worth 200 points. 
 
Reading & Discussion Boards: 200 points  ​ ​ Final Paper: 200 points                    
Brochure: 100 points​ ​ ​ ​ ​ Total Points: 500                  ​                         
 
  
Grading Scale:                                                                                                                      ​                  
440-500+ A ​ 390-439 B ​ 340-389 C ​ 300-339 D ​ 0-299 F    
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Course Calendar ​  
*I reserve the right to change the schedule if necessary at any time*                                       

Week 1 ​ (assignments due 6/19/26) 

❖​ Review the syllabus 
❖​ Read Chapters 1 & 2 from textbook 
❖​ Watch Persepolis (https://youtu.be/HRTzV9m5YP0?si=wQGfnuETpq6Brri7)  
❖​ Complete the first discussion board (1 original post & at least 1 response post)  

 
Week 2 ​ (assignments due 6/26/26) 

❖​ Read Chapters 3 & 4 from textbook 
❖​ Watch Frida Viva la Vida (https://www.kanopy.com/en/bsu/video/11737479)  
❖​ Complete discussion board #2 (1 original post & at least 1 response post)  
❖​ Begin working on your Global Sexuality Brochure 

Week 3 ​ (assignments due 7/3/26) 

❖​ Read Chapters 5 & 6 from textbook 
❖​ Watch Act & Punishment (https://www.kanopy.com/en/bsu/video/14942961)  
❖​ Complete discussion board #3 (1 original post & at least 1 response post)  
❖​ Turn in your Global Sexuality Brochure                                                                                                          

Week 4 ​ (assignments due 7/10/26) 

❖​ Read Chapters 7 & 8 from textbook 
❖​ Watch Feminism Inshallah: A History of Arab Feminism 

(https://www.kanopy.com/en/bsu/video/2288438)  
❖​ Complete discussion board #4 (1 original post & at least 1 response post)  
❖​ Begin working on your Final Paper 

Week 5 ​ (assignments due 7/17/26) 

❖​ Watch I Am A Girl: Girls Around The World (https://www.kanopy.com/en/bsu/video/2288457)  
❖​ Complete discussion board #5 (1 original post & at least 1 response post)  
❖​ Turn in your Final Paper 
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