
Graduate	Choral	Seminar	
Nineteenth	Century	

	
	
MUSP	690-3	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 									Fall	2025	
4	Credit	Hours	
Wednesday	9:00-10:45am	/	Friday	10:00am-12:00pm,	MI	229	

	
Instructors	
Dr.	Andrew	Crow	 	 	 	 	 Dr.	Kerry	Glann	
129	Music	Instruction	Building	 	 	 126	Music	Instruction	Building	
arcrow@bsu.edu	 	 	 	 	 kglann@bsu.edu	
765-285-5417	(office)	 	 	 	 765-285-5496	(office)	
	
Crow	office	hours:	Mondays	1:00-2:30pm	and	Tuesdays	1:00-3:00pm	
	
Glann	office	hours:	M	1:00-2:00pm;	T	2:00-3:30pm;	F	2:00-3:00pm,	or	by	appointment	
	
Course	Description	
A	survey	of	Western	choral	music	from	the	nineteenth	century.	The	course	will	also	probe	
issues	of	performance	practice,	score	analysis,	and	roles	for	the	professional	conductor.		
Students	will	practice	and	conduct	the	class	in	various	scenarios	and	repertoire	to	advance	
their	gestural	technique.	
	
Course	Goals	and	Objectives	
The	goal	of	this	class	is	to	equip	students	with	broad	knowledge	of	the	Western	canon	and	
the	specific	skills	to	knowledgeably	select	and	prepare	appropriate	repertoire	from	the	era	
under	consideration.		Students	should	be	able	to:	

• select	and	assess	musical	scores	from	the	vantage	point	of	the	performing	
conductor.	

• construct	a	basic	“map”	of	chronological	progression	in	choral	music	and	regional	
trends.	

• explore	and	assemble	academic	resources	relevant	to	music	of	the	period.	
• develop	presentation	skills	appropriate	for	teaching	and	scholarly	activity.	
• progress	toward	the	goal	of	becoming	a	comprehensive	conductor.	

	
Course	Format	
Objectives	and	Goals	will	be	approached	through	a	combination	of	lectures,	assigned	
readings,	student	presentations,	writing	assignments,	conducting	performances	and	exams.	
	
Required	Texts	
Shrock,	Dennis.	Choral	Repertoire.	Oxford	University	Press,	Oxford,	2009.	
<	or>	
Shrock,	Dennis.	Choral	Repertoire,	2nd	edition.	Oxford	University	Press,	Oxford,	2022.	
	
Full	score	of	Ein	deutsches	Requiem,	by	Johannes	Brahms.	(Dover	score	is	a	fine	option.)	
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Recommended	Texts	
Chesnokov,	Pavel.	The	Choir	and	How	to	Direct	It.	John	C.	Rommerein,	translator.	Musica	
Russica,	2010.	
	
Billingham,	Lisa	A.	The	Complete	Conductor’s	Guide	to	Laban	Movement	Theory.	GIA,	2010.	
	
Other	required	readings,	listening,	and	scores	will	be	assigned.	
	
Assignments	and	Grading	
	
Program	Note	

Brahms	Requiem	–	due	September	12	 											 	 	 	 										5	points	
	
Form	Analysis/Herford-style	Chart	–	October	1	 10	points	
	 Graphic	representation	of	assigned	repertoire	
	
Midterm	Exam	–	October	10	 10	points	

Score	&	listening	ID,	terms	&	concepts	related	to	19th-Century	German	repertoire	
	
Conducting	Rounds:		–	October	15,	November	12,	November	19	 10	points	
	
Choral	Clinic	Assignments	–	October	29	 10	points	
	
Repertoire	Research	Paper	–	October	31	 15	points	

Detailed	research	into	and	style	analysis	of	an	assigned	choral-symphonic		
masterwork.		Writing	process	deadlines:	
	 Outline	and	Bibliography	–	September	19	
	 Rough	Draft	–	October	17	
	 Final	Paper	–	October	31	

	
Pre-Concert	Talk	–	November	7	&	14	 10	points	
	 15-minute	presentation	on	repertoire	from	research	paper	
	 	 	
Conducting	Final:	Ein	deutsches	Requiem	–	December	3	 10	points	
	
Literature	Final	Exam	–	December	10,	9:45-11:45	(or	as	agreed)	 10	points	
	 Comprehensive	review	of	the	major	tenets	discussed	in	class.	
	
Class	Participation	 10	points	

Quality	of	preparation	and	participation	in	both	sides	of	the	seminar,	including	
readings,	listening,	score	analysis,	conducting	assignments,	and	contributions	to	
discussion	and	activities.	Attendance	is	expected	at	every	class	meeting.	

	
	 Total	=	100	points	
	
A=90-100,	B=80-89,	C=70-79,	D=65-69		Less	than	65	points	will	result	in	a	failing	grade.	



Topics	Outline			
	
8/20	 --	 No	Class	 	 	
8/22	 AC/KG	 Semester	Introduction	and	Preparatory	Studies	
	
8/27	 AC	 Gesture	overview:	Cheironomy,	Laban,	Hinges,	and	Physics	
8/29	 KG	 Classical-era	review;	late	Schubert	&	Beethoven	Masses	
	
9/3	 AC	 Score	Study	Overview	and	Herford	Charts	&	lightning	round	=	Shaker	Song	
9/5	 KG	 Mendelssohn:	Oratorio	&	Elijah	
	
9/10	 AC	 Score	Study:	Ein	deutsches	Requiem	&	lightning	round	=	Shaker	Song	
9/12	 KG	 German	Romantics:		Other/Secular	Forms	 	 	 	 Program	Note	
	
9/17	 AC	 Romantic-era	Performance	Practice:	Sound	Ideals	and	Tempo	Rubato	 	 	
9/19	 KG	 Brahms	 	 	 	 	 	 											Research	Outline	&	Bib	
	
9/24	 AC	 No	Wednesday	Class	–	Individual	Meetings	for	Herford	Chart	
9/26	 KG	 Theatre	conducting	(joint	session	with	orchestral	seminar)	
	
10/1	 AC	 Bruckner	motets	and	masses	 	 	 	 	 					 	Herford	Chart	
10/3	 KG	 Dvořák,	Rheinberger,	Mahler,	review	for	midterm	
	
10/8	 AC	 Commissions	and	Premieres	
10/10	 KG	 Midterm	Exam	
	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 		
10/15	 AC	 Coaching:	Student	Compositions	and	Recital	Repertoire	
10/17	 KG	 England/USA	 	 	 	 	 	 	 					Paper	Rough	Draft	
	
10/22	 AC	 The	Choral	Clinic:	Intro	&	lightning	round	TBD			
10/24	 KG	 No	Class	–	Individual	Meetings	re.	paper	during	the	week	 	
	
10/29	 AC	 The	Choral	Clinic:	Simulation	 	 	 	 							Choral	Clinic	Assignment	
10/31	 KG	 Russia;	Rachmaninoff	Vespers			 	 	 	 						 					Final	Paper	
	
11/5	 AC	 Coaching:	Ein	deutsches	Requiem	(finding	the	questions)	 	 	
11/7	 KG	 Italy	and	Verdi	Requiem			[this	week	subject	to	change]	Pre-Concert	Talks	Round	1	
	
11/12	 AC	 Coaching:	Holiday	repertoire	 	 	
11/14	 KG	 France:	Cherubini,	Berlioz	 	 	 	 			Pre-Concert	Talks	Round	2	
	
11/19	 AC	 Coaching:	Ein	deutsches	Requiem	(working	on	solutions)	
11/21	 KG	 France:		Gounod,	Saint-Saëns,	Fauré,	Vierne	 	
	
11/26	 --	 No	Class	–	Thanksgiving	Break		 	 	
11/28	 --	 No	Class	–	Thanksgiving	Break	
	 				 	 	
12/3	 AC	 Conducting	Final:	Ein	deutsches	Requiem	
12/5	 KG	 Review	for	Final	Exam	
	
12/10	KG	 Final	Exam	(9:45-11:45)	
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Writing	Center,	Writing	Assignments,	and	Use	of	Artificial	Intelligence	
All	writers	improve	with	practice	and	feedback,	so	as	a	student	in	this	course,	you	may	
wish	to	use	the	Writing	Center	to	get	additional	feedback	on	your	writing.	To	schedule	a	
free	appointment	to	discuss	your	writing,	go	to	http://www.bsu.edu/writingcenter.		
	
Writing	assignments	for	this	course	are	designed	to	fulfill	three	purposes:	

1) Leading	the	student	to	discover	new	content	in	the	subject	area	
2) Practice	reading	and	assimilating	advanced	content	from	a	variety	of	contemporary	

and	historical	sources	
3) Practicing	and	developing	in	the	craft	of	academic	writing	with	substantial	feedback	

intended	to	prepare	the	student	for	the	terminal	projects	of	their	degree.	
As	such,	the	use	of	generative	AI	would	thwart	the	student’s	progress	toward	these	goals.	
All	written	submissions	for	this	course	should	represent	only	the	student’s	own	writing,	
with	proper	citation	when	quoting	or	referencing	the	work	of	others.	Using	generative	AI	
tools	to	complete	assignments	is	a	violation	of	Ball	State’s	Academic	Ethics	Policy	unless	
the	AI	use	is	explicitly	approved	by	the	faculty	member.	
	
	
Course	Policies,	University	Policies,	and	Governmental	Policies	
	
Beneficence	
Ball	State	University	and	the	faculty	teaching	this	course	are	committed	to	ensuring	that	all	
members	of	the	community	are	welcome,	through	valuing	the	various	experiences	and	worldviews	
represented	at	Ball	State	and	among	those	we	serve.	We	promote	a	culture	of	respect	and	civil	
discourse.	Students	with	questions	or	concerns	about	course	design,	content	such	as	repertoire	
selection,	or	performance	expectations	are	encouraged	to	speak	with	the	instructor.	
https://www.bsu.edu/about/beneficence	
	
Disability	Services	
If	you	need	course	adaptations	or	accommodations	because	of	a	disability,	please	contact	the	
instructor	of	record	as	soon	as	possible.	Ball	State's	Disability	Services	office	coordinates	services	
for	students	with	disabilities;	documentation	of	a	disability	needs	to	be	on	file	in	that	office	before	
any	accommodations	can	be	provided.	Disability	Services	can	be	contacted	at	765-285-5293	or	
dsd@bsu.edu.		

Freedom	of	Expression	
In	this	course,	we	are	committed	to	fostering	a	learning	environment	that	values	intellectual	
diversity,	encourages	free	expression,	and	promotes	open	inquiry.	As	members	of	the	Ball	State	
Community,	we	treat	each	person	in	the	Ball	State	community	with	civility,	courtesy,	compassion,	
and	dignity	and	respect	and	learn	from	differences	in	people,	ideas,	and	opinions.	Please	review	Ball	
State	University’s	Statement	on	Freedom	of	Expression,	the	resources	on	Ball	State’s	Freedom	of	
Expression	webpage,	and	Ball	State’s	Beneficence	Pledge.		
	
Title	IX	
Ball	State	University	is	committed	to	providing	a	safe	and	inclusive	learning	environment	for	all	
students.	If	you	or	someone	you	know	has	experienced	sexual	harassment—including	sexual	
assault,	dating	violence,	domestic	violence,	or	stalking,	please	know	that	you	are	not	alone.	The	
University	offers	support	services	and	resources.	For	more	information	or	to	report	an	incident,	
please	visit	bsu.edu/titleix	or	contact	the	Title	IX	Coordinator	at	765-285-1545	or	at	
titleix@bsu.edu.	

http://www.bsu.edu/writingcenter
https://www.bsu.edu/about/administrativeoffices/vice-provost/student-services/academic-integrity
https://www.bsu.edu/about/beneficence
https://www.bsu.edu/data/blocks/accordionv2-blocks/administrative-offices/disability-services
mailto:dsd@bsu.edu
https://www.bsu.edu/about/freedom-of-expression/freedom-of-expression-statement
https://www.bsu.edu/about/freedom-of-expression/faculty-toolkit
https://www.bsu.edu/about/freedom-of-expression/faculty-toolkit
https://www.bsu.edu/about/beneficence
mailto:bsu.edu/titleix
mailto:titleix@bsu.edu
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As	your	instructor,	I	am	a	mandatory	reporter	under	the	Title	IX	policy	and	required	to	
report	any	information	I	receive	about	possible	sexual	harassment.	This	includes	information	
shared	in	class	discussions,	assignments,	or	private	conversations.		
What	happens	after	I	report?	The	Title	IX	Coordinator	will	email	the	person	who	experienced	
sexual	harassment	(complainant)	and	invite	them	to	schedule	a	meeting.	If	the	complainant	
chooses	to	meet	with	the	Title	IX	Coordinator,		

• Title	IX	Coordinator	will	offer	supportive	measures	(e.g.,	counseling,	extensions	on	deadlines,	
course-related	adjustments,	changes	to	work	or	class	schedules,	and/or	referrals	to	campus	
offices),	review	the	policy,	and	discuss	options	to	move	forward.		

• If	a	complaint	is	filed	by	the	complainant	or	the	University,	an	investigation	will	begin	following	
University	policy.		

University	Grade	Appeal	Policy		
If	you	believe	you	received	a	final	course	grade	that	does	not	reflect	your	performance	due	to	
fairness	or	a	procedural	issue,	you	have	the	right	to	file	an	appeal	within	5	school	days	after	final	
grades	are	posted	by	the	Office	of	the	Registrar.	Review	the	University	Grade	Appeal	Policy	and	
Process.	
	
Student	Academic	Ethics	Policy		
Honesty,	trust,	and	personal	responsibility	are	fundamental	attributes	of	the	university	community.	
Academic	dishonesty	and	other	forms	of	academic	misconduct	threaten	the	foundation	of	an	
institution	dedicated	to	the	pursuit	of	knowledge	and	will	not	be	tolerated.	To	maintain	its	
credibility	and	reputation,	and	to	equitably	assign	evaluations	of	scholastic	and	creative	
performance,	Ball	State	University	is	committed	to	maintaining	a	climate	that	upholds	and	values	
the	highest	standards	of	academic	integrity.	Visit	the	VPAA’s	academic	integrity	website	(Students	
tab)	for	resources	on	understanding	academic	integrity,	citing	sources	properly,	and	avoiding	
inadvertent	academic	dishonesty.	To	learn	about	BSU’s	academic	integrity	expectations	and	
students’	rights,	please	read	the	University	Student	Academic	Ethics	Policy.			

Generative	AI	Statement		
All	work	conducted	and/or	submitted	in	this	course	must	be	your	own,	completed	in	accordance	
with	the	Ball	State	University’s	Student	Academic	Ethics	Policy.	You	may	not	collaborate	with	or	
make	use	of	ChatGPT	or	any	other	generative	AI	applications	at	any	time	to	develop	materials	
submitted	in	this	course.		
	
Disruptions	to	Instructional	Mode	
If	the	anticipated	mode	of	in-person	instruction	must	be	modified	due	to	changing	circumstances	
for	an	individual	student	(such	as	illness	or	quarantine)	or	for	the	entire	course	(such	as	a	campus	
closure),	the	instructor	will	modify	the	course	and	expectations	in	order	to	deliver	on	course	
objectives	in	a	new	mode.		This	may	impact	grading	policies,	assignments,	assessments,	rubrics,	and	
even	course	content.		Any	changes	to	grading	metrics	will	be	announced	in	advance	of	assessment	
and	shared	with	students	as	soon	as	possible.	
	

https://www.bsu.edu/about/administrativeoffices/vice-provost/student-services/grade-appeals
https://www.bsu.edu/about/administrativeoffices/vice-provost/student-services/grade-appeals
https://www.bsu.edu/about/administrativeoffices/vice-provost/student-services/academic-integrity
https://www.bsu.edu/about/administrativeoffices/vice-provost/student-services/academic-integrity
https://www.bsu.edu/about/administrativeoffices/vice-provost/student-services/academic-integrity

