
Small Ensemble – Master Syllabus* 
MUSP 433, sections 45, 45A, 45B 

Coaching time: TBA 
Spring 2026 

 
Dr. Yu-Fang Chen, instructor 

School of Music 
Ball State University, Muncie, Indiana 

 
*Information provided in this syllabus may be updated or changed at any time  

 
Course Description (from catalog):  
Players of string instruments are organized into small groups according to proficiency 
for the study of music of all periods with emphasis on chamber music style of playing. 

 
Required materials: 
� Instrument and bow 
� Music and score assigned by the instructor 
� Metronome 
� Other accessories such as rosin, back-up strings, mute 
� www.youtube.com, DVD/CD, and live performance/concert 
  *Students are required to obtain music/material that were assigned by the instructor    
    within a week. 

 
Course Rationale:  
This course is to develop, refine, and enforce your technique capability and musicality 
through ensemble playing. Approaches to communication in music, rehearsal strategies, 
and expressive performance will be emphasized.  

 
Student Learning Objectives:  
Upon the completion of a semester of MUSP 433, students will be able to: 

 � Improve their ability to achieve undergraduate-level ensemble playing, expressively  
     communicate through their instrument, and show a proficient degree of aesthetic  
    command. 
  � Become more familiar with a standard and diverse repertoire for string chamber  
           ensembles. 
  � Demonstrate competency in rehearsal, preparation, organization, collaboration,  
                stage presence, and performance. 

http://www.youtube.com/


Course Expectations: 
Prepare weekly assignments and rehearse as a group for at least two hours/week 
outside of coachings.  
 
Communication:  
The primary form of communication with the instructor and your partners in the 
ensemble in this course will be via email. Students are required to check their BSU 
email account daily and respond to emails related to this within 24 hours. 

 
Grading: 
� 65% Attendance and performance for Lessons, Studio Class, and Area Recital 

w Students are not allowed to miss a lesson without any legitimate reason 
w In case of any conflict, students should give instructor notice at least  
    three days prior to the scheduled lesson date (unless an emergency) 
w Conflicts or absences given on the day of the scheduled lesson will not 
    require a make-up lesson (unless an emergency) 
w Doctor’s note is required if students need to be excused because of  
    illness and/or injury. The note must be provided to the instructor within  
    seven days after the absence. 
w Each unexcused absence will result in a lower letter final grade. Two  
    no show lessons will automatically earn you an F in the course 
w Both instructor and student will work to assess whether a make-up lesson  
    is needed/necessary during the semester 

� 25% Performance 
w	All members of an ensemble must perform twice in public during the  
   semester. Once on the string chamber music recital and the other 
   performance could be during any of the area or general recital hour. 

� 10% Concert attendance 
 w Students are required to attend all string area related concerts and  
     Recitals. The list of events will be posted and shared. 

It is the responsibility of the student to be up-to-date and check if new 
events are added to the list. Attendance will be taken by the Graduate 
Assistance, instructor, or another string faculty. 

 
***Due to outreach, recruitment, performance, and professional schedule, the 
instructor will have to reschedule lessons occasionally***   
 
University Statement 
We are committed to ensuring that all members of the community are welcome, 
through valuing the various experiences and worldviews represented at Ball State 
and among those we serve. We promote a culture of respect and civil discourse.  
 
Disability Statement 
If you need course adaptations or accommodations because of a disability, please 
contact the instructor of record as soon as possible. Ball State's Disability Services 
Office coordinates services for students with disabilities; documentation of a 

https://www.bsu.edu/about/administrativeoffices/disability-services
https://www.bsu.edu/about/administrativeoffices/disability-services


disability needs to be on file in that office before any accommodations can be 
provided. Disability Services can be contacted at 765-285-5293 or dsd@bsu.edu. 
 
 
 
 

mailto:dsd@bsu.edu

