MDIA 408 
Media Ethics and Social Responsibility 
Professor Robert Alan Brookey 
Office:  LB 227 
Email: rabrookey@bsu.edu 
Office Hours: Tues./Thurs. 2:15pm to 3:15pm and by appointment. 
 Required Texts:  
Plaisance, P, L.  (2025). Media Ethics: Key Principles for Responsible Practice. Los Angeles, CA: Sage. 4th Edition. 
Course Description: 
This course examines the political, economic, social, and governmental influences on telecommunications, and examines contemporary issues that confront media today and the ethics surrounding them. 
Course Learning Outcomes: 
Upon successful completion of this course, students will be able to: 
· Understand the foundations of moral philosophy and moral reasoning
· Recognize socially responsible media behavior and techniques for encouraging it 
· Recognize socially irresponsible media behavior and the rationalizations to excuse it 
· Recognize how ethics can inform the narratives found in media content 
· Identify how your actions as a media consumer have ethical consequences 
 
NACE Competencies: 
1. Career & Self-Development 
2. Critical Thinking 
3. Professionalism 
 
Course Requirements:               
The course assignments will include online exams and quizzes which will cover both the readings and the lecture material.  Students will also maintain an online journal in which they will apply the ethical constructs from the course.     
The online quizzes will consist of multi-choice and true/false questions and will be worth 10 points each.  Quizzes are due on the date they are assigned.  Any and all make-up quizzes can be completed on Amnesty Day. 
There will be two online exams which will consist of questions taken from the quizzes along with short essay questions, and each exam will be worth 100 points each.  Any and all make-up exams will be completed on Amnesty Day without a point penalty. Assignments cannot be retaken during this period. 
The online journal will consist of four entries to be made over the semester, and each entry will be worth 25 points. More specific guidance for these journal entries will be posted on Canvas. Any and all make-up entries will be completed on April 16th by 11:00pm.  
Attendance:  Attendance will be taken for administrative purposes only; no penalty will be attached to attendance.  
Inclement Weather/University Closing Statement: If inclement weather forces the closing of the university, that information will be made available on the Ball State website.  If the university closes because of weather and this class is cancelled, information on the rescheduling of any assignments, exams, presentations, etc. will be made available on the class Canvas site as soon as possible, and/or will be sent to you via email, and/or will be announced at the next regularly scheduled class period.  Any makeup of a class day cancelled because of weather will be determined by the university administration and will be announced in class or via email. 
Academic Honesty Policy: The penalty for plagiarism and other violations of the BSU academic honest policy will be the forfeiture of any points for the assignment in which the violation occurs.  Students will be in violation of academic honesty policy in any of the following situations: 
· Copying the work of another student and representing it as their own. 
· Providing false information as to student contributions to group assignments. 
· Knowingly giving their work to another student to be used to misrepresent the second student's work. 
· Committing plagiarism in written work. 
· Violating copyright restrictions in video, taped, or duplicated material and representing such materials as their own work. 
Responsible users of information always acknowledge their sources, both in formal and informal communications. Use information from the Internet in the same way as information from any other public, published source: tell users where the information came from to show that it's reliable. Email messages are private and may not be quoted or sent on to anyone else without the permission of the original sender. Students must never use someone else's words or ideas without attribution because it can be illegal. 
No Generative AI Use: All work conducted and/or submitted in this course should reflect your own ideas and demonstrate your current knowledge, abilities, and skills. Therefore, generative AI should not be used to complete any portion of the assignment(s). Doing so constitutes a violation of Ball State University’s Student Academic Ethics Policy. 
University Statement: We are committed to ensuring that all members of the community are welcome, through valuing the various experiences and worldviews represented at Ball State and among those we serve. We promote a culture of respect and civil discourse. 
Disability Statement: If you need course adaptations or accommodations because of a disability, please contact the instructor of record as soon as possible. Ball State's Disability Services Office coordinates services for students with disabilities; documentation of a disability needs to be on file in that office before any accommodations can be provided. Disability Services can be contacted at 765-285-5293 or dsd@bsu.edu. 
Grading: 
Quizzes:                                                          100 points 
Exam #1:                                                         100 points 
Exam #2:                                                         100 points 
Online Journal:                          100 points 
Total:                                               400 points 
Grading Scale: 
A:        400 – 380 
A-:       379-360 
B+:      359-346 
B:        345-332 
B-:       331-320 
C+:      319-306 
C:        305-292 
C-:       291-280 
D+:     279-266 
D:        265-252 
D-:       251-240 
F:         239-0 
Tentative Class Schedule (Subject to change in the event of extenuating circumstances) 
Tues.,   Jan. 6:                    Introduction to the Class (Drop/Add: January 5 – January 11)
Thurs., Jan. 8:                       Media Business Basics and Free Speech 
Tues., Jan. 13:                        Ethical Key Frameworks (Chapter 1 & 2) 
Thurs., Jan. 15:                        Online Unit:  Quiz #1 and Journal #1 
Tues. Jan. 20:                           Moral Judgements (Chapter 3)   
Thurs., Jan. 22:                        Ethics Theories (Chapter 4) 
Tues., Jan. 27:                          Online Unit:  Quiz #2 and #3 
Thurs. Jan. 29:                          Ethics and Media Criticism 
Tues., Feb. 3:                            Media Consumption (Chapter 5) 
Thurs., Feb. 5:                       Online Unit: Quiz #4 & Journal #2 
Tues., Feb. 10:                        Technology (Chapter 6) 
Thurs., Feb. 12:                       Mobile media 
Tues., Feb. 17:                          Ethics and AI 
Thurs., Feb. 19:                      Online Unit: Quiz #5 (Last Day to Withdraw) 
Tues., Feb. 24:                         Essay Question Media Prompt 
Thurs., Feb. 26:                        On Line Exam #1 
March 1-8:     Spring Break 
Tues., Mar. 10:                        Ethics of Production Decisions                 
Thurs., Mar. 12:                       Ethics of Data (Chapter 7) 
Tues., Mar. 17:                         Online Unit:  Quiz #6 & Journal #3 
Thurs., Mar. 19:                       Privacy (Chapter 12 
Tues., Mar. 24:                         Harm  (Chapter 10)       
Thurs., Mar. 26:                       Transparency (Chapter 8) 
Tues., Mar. 31:                         Online Unit: Quizzes #7 & #8  
Thurs., April 2:                        Copyright, Intellectual Property & Disney  
Tues., April 7:                         Justice (Chapter 9) 
Thurs., April 9:                     Online Unit:  Quiz #9 & Journal #4 
Tues., April 14:                       Autonomy and Community (Chapter 11 & 13) 
Thurs., April 16:                      Online Unit: Quiz #10 and last day for late journal posts 
Tues., April 21:                      Essay Question Media Prompt (Course evaluations) 
Thurs., April 23:                       Online Exam #2 
Final Exam period:                  Amnesty Period 
This schedule is tentative and is subject to change.  Changes will be announced in class and through Canvas.  Students will be responsible for noting changes and completing work accordingly. 
COPYRIGHT STATEMENT 
All materials for this class have been created for the private, non-commercial use of students enrolled in this class through Ball State University in the current semester.  Any material provided to students, including, but not limited to, syllabus, lectures, class notes, PowerPoint presentations, assignments, information, quizzes, exams, or class news, is the property of the course instructor and/or Ball State University and may not be reproduced, distributed, or publicly posted without written permission of the instructor. Selling or distributing course materials may violate the Code of Student Conduct and/or the Information Technology Users’ Privileges and Responsibilities policy.               
Copyright ©️ 2026 

