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Real-Life Application

ENG 208: Composing Research
Ms. Cassie Grosh

chgrosh@bsu.edu
she / her / hers

ENG 208 is designed to help students: 
Learn how to conduct research 
Critically analyze your sources
Format & cite your sources
Propose a research topic
Write a research paper

(rhymes with “fresh”)
she / her / hers
RB 255

Office Hours:
Tuesday & Thursday 8-9am (in-person)
Fridays 10am-12pm (via Zoom)

Section 33
Tuesday & Thursday 9:30-10:45am
RB 361

Section 34
Tuesday & Thursday 11:00am-12:15pm
RB 129

Section 35
Tuesday & Thursday 2:00-3:15pm
LB 112

Section 36
Tuesday & Thursday 3:30-4:45pm
RB 114

Understand primary & secondary research
methods
Draft & revise your work 
Develop multimodal (visual + written)
communication skills

I get it; ENG 208 is a required course that everyone at BSU must take in order to graduate. Most
students in this class are not English majors, and many might not even like English classes. So why
are you required to take this course? Here are some ways that ENG 208 will help you both in
college and in the “real world”:

Develop communication skills that can apply to professional writing, researching, professional
dialogues, emails, and presentations
Learn to navigate new digital platforms, ultimately producing media to share and educate
others on a topic
Synthesize information you’ve gathered into a text that can be shared with others who are not
as knowledgeable as you on the topic

Textbook Information
You don’t need to buy a textbook! The required textbook for this course is online
and already paid for via your student fees. The online textbook, BallPoint2, can
be accessed here. The passcode is chirp104

Additional readings will be uploaded to Canvas for you to access.

About this Course

https://digitalresearch.bsu.edu/ballpoint2/


The Basic Needs Hub is a center for resources
available to students experiencing basic needs
insecurity. To talk with a supportive staff
member about your experiences and receive
one on one assistance or to learn more about
resources available, click here.

The Learning Center offers free tutoring
both in-person and online for a number of
courses on campus. They also have
resources to help with studying, test taking,
and note taking strategies. For more
information, click here. 

Student Resources

Office of Disability Services
Everyone has a right to accessible education,
and that looks different for all of us. Even if
you do not have current documentation on file,
you are welcome to contact the Office of
Disability Services to figure out next steps to
obtain documentation that suits your medical
and educational needs. Disability Services can
be contacted at 765-285-5293 or
dsd@bsu.edu.

The Counseling Center
Students have access to free counseling
services via the Counseling Center. Based on
your needs, these services will look
different, such as 1x1 counseling, group
counseling, referral to a local treatment
center, or assistance finding other resources.
For more information about the Counseling
Center, click here.

The Basic Needs Hub The Learning Center

Diversity & Inclusion

The Writing Center offers free tutoring both in-person and online for any writing project (including
digital ones like podcasts or graphics) that you’ve been assigned or are working on for work/fun.
Students can make up to 3 appointments a week in the Writing Center, which has locations in
both Robert Bell and Bracken. To make an appointment, click here.

Please Note: The Writing Center isn’t just for “bad writers;” as someone who has had MANY
appointments there, I can attest that feedback is helpful at many stages of the writing process.

The Writing Center

I have tried to make this course and my policies flexible and inclusive, but all of our needs are
different. If you need course adaptations or accommodations because of a disability, please
contact me as soon as possible. Ball State's Disability Services office coordinates services for
students with disabilities; documentation of a disability needs to be on file in that office before
any accommodations can be provided. Disability Services can be contacted at 765-285-5293 or
dsd@bsu.edu. 

Ball State University aspires to be a university that attracts and retains a diverse faculty, staff, and
student body. We are committed to ensuring that all members of the community are welcome,
through valuing the various experiences and worldviews represented at Ball State and among
those we serve. We promote a culture of respect and civil discourse as expressed in our
Beneficence Pledge and through university resources found here.

There are a number of other opportunities for support on (and off) campus. If you are in need
of any of these sources, please take advantage of them; if you have any additional questions
about these sources, please reach out. 
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https://www.bsu.edu/about/administrativeoffices/dean-of-students/basic-needs-hub
https://www.bsu.edu/academics/collegesanddepartments/universitycollege/learningcenter
mailto:dsd@bsu.edu
https://www.bsu.edu/campuslife/counseling-center
https://www.bsu.edu/academics/centersandinstitutes/writingcenter/makeappt
https://www.bsu.edu/about/administrativeoffices/disability-services
mailto:dsd@bsu.edu
https://www.bsu.edu/about/beneficence
https://www.bsu.edu/campuslife/multicultural-center
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Date Assignment

Journal 1
Journal 2
Journal 3
Journal 4
Journal 5
Journal 6
Journal 7

Date Assignment

Bonus Journal
Journal 8
Journal 9
Journal 10
Journal 11
Journal 12
Journal 13

8/28
9/4

9/11
9/18
9/25
10/2
10/9

10/16
10/23
10/30
11/6

11/13
11/20
12/4

Date Assignment

Project 1 Infographic Draft
In-Class Peer Critique of Project 1
Project 1 Writing Center Refelction
Draft of one (1) annotation
In-Class Peer Review: Annotation
In-Class Intro Paragraph Activity
Project 2 Writing Center Reflection
Outline
675 Word Draft
1250 Word Draft
1925 Word Draft
In-Class Peer Workshop — Elimination
Bonus Writing Center Reflection
Full Draft
In-Class Peer Review
Project 3 Writing Center Reflection
Ethnography Plan
Field Notes
Project 4 Writing Center Reflection

9/15

9/18
9/24

10/8
10/9

10/16
10/22
10/29

11/6
11/10

11/13
11/19
11/30
12/4

Each week that has assigned readings will also have a
Journal assignment where you’ll share your thoughts
and reflections on the readings. These assignments will
all be graded Complete or Incomplete, meaning that
you met the assignment guidelines or you did not. To
further help differentiate these assignments, they are
highlighted in yellow on the Course Calendar (p. 7-10).

Journals

Assignment Overview

Writing Process Assignments
One of the goals of ENG 103 and 208 is to help
you develop your understanding of and skills
related to the Writing Process, but what does that
really mean? The Writing Process looks different
for all of us, but it includes brainstorming, outlining,
drafting, editing, peer reviewing, revising, and
repeating. Essentially, this process reminds us that
the first thing we write is never the best nor most
polished compilation of ideas. The Writing Process
encourages us to walk away and revisit our ideas
and texts regularly to continually improve the final
product. 

Assignments in this category include both
submitted assignment drafts and in-class peer
review; for the specifics on what assignments fall
into this category, they are highlighted in blue on
the Course Calendar (p. 7-10). These assignments
will all be graded Complete or Incomplete,
meaning that you met the assignment expectations
or you did not.

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1-Z5-F7an9kXfNZlXOy8fQU3QqEBGz_2r7zQmwyTScCI/edit?usp=sharing
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Project 1: Research Proposal 
The overarching goal of this class is to help you
compose a 2,500 word research paper related
to writing and/or writing studies, so most of
your assignments will focus on the theories of
these disciplines and the elements necessary
for your paper. To jumpstart your research
mindset, you will propose what you intend to
research in an infographic; this will be
accompanied by a 400-500 word rationale of
your motivation and desired outcomes.

Project 2: Multimodal Annotated Bibliography 
Our daily lives are multimodal, meaning that
we engage with multiple types of information
intake (text, photos, videos, audio)
simultaneously. This multimodal method of
information intake means we inherently think
about how ideas, facts, and arguments connect
and engage with each other. For this
assignment, you will do just that: While you
will complete elements of an annotated
bibliography (create a citation and write an
analysis of an academic article you’ve read),
you will use an online platform to connect
those analyses and articles together, 
prompting you to think about how 
your various sources are in c
onversation with each other.

Projects
Project 3: An Analysis of Writing 
For Project 3, you will craft a research paper
(2,500+ words, not counting the Works Cited)
that explores writing studies, methods,
experiences, and/or how it is taught and
discussed amongst student writers,
professional writers, and teachers — really, the
possibilities are endless! The audience for this
paper is first-year composition students
(students like you!). Through this paper, you will
bring the audience’s attention to the
current/historical conversation on your topic,
introduce the research you’ve conducted, and
explore your conclusions. Your analysis will be
backed via the research you gathered during
Project 2: Multimodal Annotated Bibliography.

Project 4: Peer Literacy Ethnography +
Presentation
For this semester’s final project, you’ll pivot
from gathering secondary research to
composing primary research. Upon choosing a
research topic related to writing or literacy,
you’ll then study a subject (someone you know
and receive consent from) across 3 different
30-minute sessions where the subject
completes tasks related to your topic (such as
doing homework for ENG 208); during these
sessions, you’ll take field notes (observations),
which will then be coded for analysis and
presented to the class during the final exam
period. 

Grading Policies

I try my best to grade work within 7 days of the due date. If your grade has not been updated
within that timeline, please email me. If you are submitting an assignment that’s been revised,
please allow an extra 2-3 days, as I grade the most current assignments first to allow continual
progress toward the next Project.

When will my grade be updated?

Rather than using “traditional” grading where each assignment earns points and the points add up
to a letter grade (A, B, C), this class will use a method called labor-based contract grading.
Contract grading shifts the focus from getting an “A” to improving one's writing through
continuous engagement with the Writing Process. With this shift to focus on the Writing Process,
understanding the assignment expectations becomes essential — thereby shifting the goal to
mastering learning objects vs. “getting an A.”

Contract Grading
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With this in mind, for all of your assignments, I will mark your work as “Complete” if it meets the
assignment expectations and “Incomplete” if it does not. If the assignment is marked “Incomplete,”
then you will have the chance to revise it.

As the name implies, contract grading is a contract, or an agreement: I set the parameters for
various letter grades, and, if you meet those parameters, then you will get the agreed upon grade.
Information on the grade parameters is below. I recommend deciding what grade you hope to earn
in the class early in the semester and keeping track of your “complete” assignments yourself to
stay on track. 

Communication is key in contract grading. I will work hard to communicate expectations and give
valuable feedback to aid in your revision process. In return, you will communicate questions and
concerns in a timely manner, as your thoughts are not only valuable, but they are key to your
understanding and success. 

Yes! Revision is a natural (and necessary) part of the Writing Process. 
Journal assignments can be revised once and must be revised within one week (7 days) of the
assignment being graded. 
Writing Process assignments cannot be revised. 
Projects 1 and 2 can be revised twice (2x); Project 3 can be revised once (1x). In order to revise
a Project, you must also complete a reflection about the changes you are making and why you
believe they are necessary; you can find the reflection guidelines here. After a Project has been
graded, I’ll post an announcement with a revision due date. If you would like to revise the
Project a second time, please reach out to me to schedule a conference about the
assignment and a due date for the revisions. 

Wait, I can revise stuff???

To earn an “A” To earn a “B”
11/13 Journal Assignments
15/18 Writing Process
Assignments
Project 1
Project 2
Project 3
Project 4
3 or fewer unexcused
absences

10/13 Journal Assignments
13/18 Writing Process
Assignments
Project 1
Project 2
Project 3
Project 4
4 or fewer unexcused
absences

9/13 Journal Assignments
12/18 Writing Process
Assignments
1 of the 2 Complete:

Project 1
Project 4

Project 2
Project 3
5 or fewer unexcused
absences

To earn a “C”

Per the university Writing Program, anything lower than a “C-” is not a passing grade in this
course. If you do not pass the course, you will be required to retake it to meet graduation
requirements. 

Yes, I do accept late work. If you are turning in an assignment late, please do so before the next
class meeting, as procrastinating too far on an assignment can defeat its purpose; after all, what
good is an outline to an essay if the essay has already been turned in? Assignments lock (meaning
you can’t submit them) 7 days after their due date.

Late Work

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1cPASms-lxkRR0gWILBfIv0JSQGHDB0AE_3HuQMRfuQw/edit?usp=sharing
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Attendance

Daily attendance within this class is expected, as the course discussions and lessons will help
guide and inform you about the Writing Process. That being said, I know that absences occur, and
sometimes those absences are out of our control. In an attempt to respect that, I acknowledge two
types of absences: excused and unexcused. 

Regardless of the type of absence, it is YOUR responsibility to complete assignments and to
reach out for resources or clarification as-needed. Notifying me of an absence does not equate to
receiving an assignment extension; please communicate both these needs if they are both
necessary.

For an absence to be excused, you just need to shoot me a message that you’ll be missing class
before class starts; I don’t have to know why, but I do want the polite heads-up. These absences
don’t affect your grade. 

Excused Absences

An unexcused absence means that you did not notify me prior to class that you would be absent.
Unexcused absences will accumulate throughout the semester and will affect your eligibility for a
certain grade, as explained in the Grading Policies section of this syllabus.

Unexcused Absences

Academic Integrity

A person who demonstrates integrity is honest and represents themselves accurately. Thus, to
demonstrate academic integrity is to complete work in an honest manner, taking credit only for
your own work and giving credit whenever an idea, image, quote, etc. comes from another source.
To fail to demonstrate academic integrity is a violation of BSU’s Academic Ethics Policy and is a
serious offense that could result in failing an assignment, failing a course, or being expelled from
the university. If you have any questions about academic ethics and integrity, please reach out to
me. 

Let’s be real: we all use AI in some way. Autocorrect, Siri, maps apps, these are all examples of
artificial intelligence (AI) giving us suggestions on how to live and complete tasks. We are so used
to using AI that many of us would struggle to complete college and daily tasks without it.
However, Generative AI, such as ChatGPT, Claude, or Gemini, takes things a step further by
offering the (very tempting) chance to have whole assignments written. Copy and pasting from a
Generative AI platform is considered plagiarism, as the ideas are not your own and are being
taken from somewhere else without credit.

Ethical Generative AI usage is possible, but using GenAI is NOT ALLOWED in this course. Why?
Dependence on GenAI can result in de-skilling, meaning that you literally lose the ability to
complete a skill (like writing an essay or conducting research) the more often that you use it. 

We will discuss this matter more in class, but, if you have questions, please reach out. I rather you
ask for clarity than assume something is okay, only to get reprimanded or reported for plagiarism. 

Generative AI

https://www.bsu.edu/-/media/www/departmentalcontent/vice-provost/files/student-services/academic-integrity/student-academic-ethics-policy-final.pdf?sc_lang=en&hash=C8C2E9C7B8E00B6F52C14E80B3D333A9C946FC56
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