Models and Strategies in Gifted Education: EDPS 625

Course Information:

Credit Hours: 3 credit hours
Fall 2025 Term 1: 8/18/25-12/12/25

Instructor: Monica L. Plantan
Department: Educational Psychology at Ball State University
Email: mlplantan@bsu.edu

Meeting Hours: Since this class is offered online, meetings can be arranged at any time by setting up
an appointment via Zoom or phone. Please email me to do so: mlplantan@bsu.edu

Course Description: Examination of the theoretical models and strategies used in differentiation of
instruction for gifted students. Part of the sequence for the license in gifted education. Students learn
models and the instructional strategies necessary for their implementation. In addition, they create
their own unit based on one of the models studied.

Research indicates that certain models and strategies are effective in the teaching of gifted students.
Anyone earning a license in gifted education needs to be familiar with these models and strategies and
be able to apply them in their work with gifted students. Students will create an original “mini-unit”
designed for gifted students, the content of which will reflect what the student currently teaches.
Students are also required to demonstrate their ability to provide differentiated instruction for
gifted/high ability students and provide evidence of student growth. If the student is not currently in
a teaching capacity, they will need to find a small group of gifted students with whom they can work
during this course. Notify your instructor immediately if you are not currently working in a
teaching capacity.

Prerequisites: EDPS 420 or EDPS 520

Student Learning Objectives:

The objectives of this course are to provide learners with an understanding of how to differentiate
curriculum and instruction appropriately for gifted learners. Specifically, as a result of taking the
course, students will master the following CEC (Council for Exceptional Children) Practice-Based
Professional Preparation Standards for Gifted Educators K-12:
eStandard 1: Engaging in Professional Learning and Ethical Practice
eStandard 2: Understanding and Supporting Learner Characteristics, Development, and Individual
Learning
eStandard 3: Demonstrating Subject Matter Content and Specialized Curricular Knowledge
eStandard 4: Using Assessments to Identify Students, Measure Their Progress, and Evaluate the
Effectiveness of the Curriculum Services, and Programs
eStandard 5: Supporting Learning Using Effective Environments and Instruction
eStandard 6: Supporting Social, Emotional, and Psychological Growth

Course Rationale:

This course is a requirement for the licensure and certificate programs in gifted education.
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The license/certificate in Gifted Education earned through Ball State is accredited through the Council
for the Accreditation of Educator Preparation (CAEP). As part of this accreditation, our students are
required to complete and pass 7 assessments (earning 80% or higher) documenting their understanding
of the newly revised CEC Practice-Based Professional Preparation Standards for Gifted Educators K-12.
The seven assessments are embedded as assignments within the licensure/certificate courses.

In this course, EDPS 625, there are two assessments: Impact on Student Learning (a mini-unit) and a
Demonstration of Candidate Teaching/Professional Growth. Students seeking an Indiana License are
required to complete the GT licensure coursework (12 hours) as well as pass the Indiana High Ability
Praxis Exam. A review module is posted on Canvas with some resources that may be helpful when
studying for the exam.

Course Materials:

There is no required textbook for this course.
Readings and videos will be assigned throughout the course. Those will be available online through
Canvas.

Course Assignments and Assessments:

The Impact on Student Learning assessment (100 points) and Demonstration of Candidate
Teaching/Professional Growth (100 points) will be the required artifacts that will demonstrate
synthesis of the course content and the ability to apply it to your practice. The complete descriptions
and rubrics for these assignments are found in Canvas.

Ongoing accountability for knowledge acquisition: Activities, discussions, and writings can
demonstrate your acquisition of the essential understandings and vocabulary related to differentiated
curriculum and instruction for the gifted, strategies, planning, assessment, materials, and
technologies as the course progresses.

Grading Scale and Late Assignment Policy:

Grading Scale:

94-100% A 80-83 | B- 68-69 D+
90-93 A- 78-79 | C+ 64-67 D
88-89 B+ 74-77 | C 60-63 D-
84-87 B 70-73 | C- Below 60% | F

Assignment Submission: All assignments should be submitted as Word documents with extensions of .doc
or .docx unless otherwise indicated in the assignment description. Canvas does not interface with .pages or
Google docs. Assignments, unless otherwise specified, should be submitted using the assignment link in the
module.

Late Assignments: Assignments are not always due on the same day of the week, so it is important to keep
track of due dates. Late assignments within the week of the due date will be graded with a 10% deduction; 20%
deduction within two weeks; 30% within three weeks, etc. Discussion Board points will only be awarded for
meaningtil posts and responses to others’ posts where appropriate/required. Due to the timeliness of posts, late
discussion board entries receive no credit. For a late major assessment, contact the instructor.
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COURSE SCHEDULE

Lesson

Assignments & Due Dates

Start Topics Content/Readings/Instruction | All assignments are due by
11:59 p.m. on the due date.
Readings: Due Wednesday 8/20/25
e Avery & Little: Concept Introductions
Development PT: Pre-Test Lesson Plan
¢ VanTassel Baska: submission (ungraded, but
Module 1 Overview of mtegrated Curriculum 5 pts. for complet'ion)
. odel Course content will open
8/18/2025 ggfrtngulum for the Videos: once you complete the
e e Introduction to 625 Start Here module.
e Purposeful GT Curriculum
« Differentiation for the Due Sunday 8/31/25
Gifted A #1: Concept
e Conceptual Focus Development (10 pts.)
Readings: Due Sunday 9/14/25
e Wiggins & McTighe - UbD | A #2 - Develop a PBL
e Gallagher: PBL for Gifted | scenario or Paul’s
e Paul & Elder: Critical Questions (10 pts.)
Thinking Mini Guide
Module 2| e rentiated Videos: : DB #1: “The Troubling
9/2/2025 | Instructional Strategies | o Differentiated Lack of Diversity in
Instructional Strategies: | Educational Materials”
CPS, organizers (5 pts.)
e Differentiated
Instructional Strategies:
Bloom'’s, Paul’s, and PBL
Readings: Due Sunday 9/28/25
e College of W&M:
Teaching Models A #3: Differentiation Chart
¢ Making the Leap to
Socratic Seminars DB #2: Strategy
e Struck & Little: Higher implementation (5 pts.)
Module 3 Order Process Skills
Differentiating Content | Videos:
9/15/2025 e How to Design a Socratic
Seminar
¢ Modifying on-level
curriculum to meet the
needs of gifted learners
e  Writing mini-unit well-
developed lesson plan
Readings:
Module 4 e Tomlinson: Assessment Due Wec_inesday 10/825
Assessing Student Work * Brookhart: How .to Assess DB #3: Tips for standards
9/29/2025 Higher Order Thinking alignment

Skills
DAP Tool

Due Sunday 10/12/25
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Video:
e Differentiated Assessment

A #4: Aligned Pre/Post
Assessments (10 pts.)

October 6-7

Ball State’s Fall Break No classes; administration offices open

Readings: Due Wednesday 10/22/25
e “Culturally Responsive A #5: Construct a Well-
Module 5 Bill of Rights” Developed Lesson Plan (10
The Responsive Videos: pts.)
10/14/2025 Classroom e Student Engagement and
Classroom Management
e Culturally Responsive
Pedagogy
Readings: Due Sunday 11/9/25
e “Bridging the Gap” Assessment of Impact on
Beasley, Briggs, and Student Learning -Mini-
Module 6 Assessing ienmngtogl Unit (100 pts.)
Instruction/Professional | * A33€SsINS L1assroom
10/27/2025 | Growth lefgrentlatlon Protocol &
Scoring Form
Video:
e Assessment of Candidate
Growth
Readings: Due Friday 11/21/25
e Parallel Curriculum Model | Demonstration of
e Autonomous Learner Candidate Teaching (100
Module 7 | Curriculum Models and f’A:flfeEt sther curriculum pts.)
. . . }
11/10/2025 Articulation models Due Sunday 11/23/25
Video: DB #4: Reflection on GT
e GT Curriculum curriculum mapping (5
Articulation pts.)
Links to various resources for | Due Tuesday 12/9/25
GT curriculum
Module 8 . A #6: Take-Aways & Next
g:sgﬁ:g:suwm Video: steps
11/24/2025 e GT Resources & Student | (10 pts.)
Products

This course schedule is subject to change in the event of extenuating circumstances.

Course Statements and Policies:

Participation Policy:

This class, although completely online, requires that you "attend” class regularly, as subsequent work
requires proficiency in previous topics. There are regular weekly requirements, and you are to show
regular and ongoing engagement with the material and the class. More specifically, you are expected
to log in to Canvas regularly, check your Ball State email frequently, participate in the discussion
boards, and complete and submit your assignments during the period prescribed for each lesson in the
syllabus. Online course attendance is monitored through Canvas reports.

Page 4




Veterans and student service members with exceptional circumstances or who are activated are
encouraged to notify the instructor as soon as possible and are encouraged to provide Activation
Orders.

Freedom of Expression:

In this course, we are committed to fostering a learning environment that values intellectual diversity,
encourages free expression, and promotes open inquiry. As members of the Ball State Community, we
treat each person in the Ball State community with civility, courtesy, compassion, and dignity and
respect and learn from differences in people, ideas, and opinions. Please review Ball State University’s
Statement on Freedom of Expression, the resources on Ball State’s Freedom of Expression webpage,
and Ball State’s Beneficence Pledge.

e During any online discussion board posts, personal and professional respect is the norm. Focus on
the content of discussions. You are always welcome to disagree with the professor or fellow
students, but please maintain respect for all class members.

* Confidentiality is paramount. Online discussion posts must remain confidential within the class.
No class material should be shared outside of class.

e Adhere to the Beneficence Pledge.

University Policies:
Diversity Statement:

Ball State University aspires to be a university that attracts and retains a diverse faculty, staff, and
student body. We are committed to ensuring that all members of the community are welcome,
through valuing the various experiences and worldviews represented at Ball State and among those we
serve. We promote a culture of respect and civil discourse as expressed in our Beneficence Pledge.

Disability Statement:

We are committed to ensuring that all members of the community are welcome, through valuing the
various experiences and worldviews represented at Ball State and among those we serve. We promote
a culture of respect and civil discourse. If you need course adaptations or accommodations because of
a disability, please contact the instructor of record as soon as possible. Ball State's Disability Services
Office coordinates services for students with disabilities; documentation of a disability needs to be on
file in that office before any accommodations can be provided. Disability Services can be contacted at
765-285- 5293 or dsd@bsu.edu.

Ball State Academic Ethics Policy:

Honesty, trust, and personal responsibility are fundamental attributes of the university community.
Academic dishonesty and other forms of academic misconduct threaten the foundation of an
institution dedicated to the pursuit of knowledge and will not be tolerated. To maintain its credibility
and reputation, and to equitably assign evaluations of scholastic and creative performance, Ball State
University is committed to maintaining a climate that upholds and values the highest standards of
academic integrity. Visit the VPAA’s academic integrity website (Students tab) for resources on
understanding academic integrity, citing sources properly, and avoiding inadvertent academic
dishonesty. To learn about BSU’s academic integrity expectations and students’ rights, please read the
University Student Academic Ethics Policy.

Graduate School Resources:

The Graduate School offers a host of resources to support you throughout your time as a graduate
student. Please consider getting involved or taking advantage of the following opportunities outlined
below.

Graduate Opportunity & Leadership Development Program (GOLD)

o Gain access to free online and in-person professional development workshops.
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Graduate Student Wellness Initiative GSWI)

o Get involved with GSWI by attending social events (e.g., mixers, nature walks, coffee shop visits,
and pottery time), hosting your own events, or participating in Mental Wellness Matters (an
incentivized, 5-week Canvas course on wellness and self-care strategies).

Pathways Mentoring Program

o Sign up to gain a mentor who will help you with your next education and career steps.

Action Research Collective

o Engage in critical participatory action research as part of an interdisciplinary team of graduate
students.

Three-Minute Thesis

o Earn up to $1000 in prize money for winning the annual 3MT competition where graduate students
showcase their research and creative work.

Graduate Student Commons

o Visit or reserve West Quad 208 for your meeting and studying needs, Monday through Friday, 8 am-
5 pm. Email gradschool@bsu.edu to inquire.

If you have questions or concerns as a graduate student, please reach out to Dr. Robin Phelps-Ward,
Associate Dean of the Graduate School, riphelpsward@bsu.edu, (765) 285-3124, West Quad 203.

Academic Support Services:
The Writing Center

All writers improve with practice and feedback, so as a student in this course, you are encouraged to
use the Writing Center (in Robert Bell 295, Bracken Library, or online) to get additional feedback on
your writing. To schedule a free appointment to discuss your writing, go to
www.bsu.edu/writingcenter. Online and in-person appointments are available seven days a week;
however, plan ahead because appointments book quickly!

The Learning Center

The Learning Center offers free Tutoring and Academic Coaching for many courses at Ball State.
Students can make appointments for online (Zoom) or in-person (NQ 350) appointments. To make an
appointment, visit my.bsu.edu and click on "Navigate” in the Additional Tools Section, or just go
directly to https://bsu.navigate.eab.com.

Testing accommodations for students with disabilities are available for students who have received the
appropriate documentation from Disability Services. Tests may be administered in the Learning
Center.

Supplemental Instruction is available in select courses. If you have an Sl leader for your course, that
person will provide students with information the first week of school regarding weekly study sessions.
For more information about all our programming, visit bsu.edu/learningcenter or call 765-285-1006.

The Basic Needs Hub

If you are having difficulty affording enough food, do not have a safe and reliable place to sleep,
and/or experiencing an emergency or crisis, help is available through The Basic Needs Hub. The basic
needs hub has information, resources, and provides individualized support to students. To talk with a
supportive staff member about your experience, receive one on one assistance, or learn more about
resources, you can submit a Basic Needs Assistance Form.

Canvas Accessibility
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Canvas provides a user experience that is easy, simple, and intuitive. Special attention has been paid
to making Canvas screen-readable. The Rich Content Editor encourages users to create accessible
content pages (i.e. text formatting is accomplished using styles). Canvas is designed to allow limited
customization of colors and schemes to be accessible for all users. The National Federation of the
Blind granted Canvas the Gold Level Web Certification in 2010. Find more information by visiting the
Canvas Voluntary Product Accessibility Template (VPAT).

Technology and Technical Help

Become familiar with the class interface before the semester begins and seek help if necessary. BSU
provides resources to help you. A lack of Canvas knowledge is not an acceptable excuse for late or
incomplete work. If you have technical questions, you can contact Ball State's Help Desk. The helpdesk
can be contacted at: 765-285-1517 or online at https://bsu.service-now.com/helpdesk

FERPA and Privacy

As a student, your educational records are considered confidential. Under FERPA (Family Educational
Rights and Privacy Act), your records are confidential and protected. Under most circumstances, your
records will not be released without your written and signed consent.

Counseling Center

Prioritizing self-care and your mental health are important. As people and as students, you may
experience a range of situations that prevent you from optimizing your learning. These may include but
are not limited to: high levels of stress, anxiety, loss of motivation, feeling down, strained relationships,
drug/alcohol problems. The counseling center offers free, confidential mental health services. Contact
(765) 285-1736 or stop into Lucina Hall, Room 320 https://www.bsu.edu/campuslife/counselingcenter

Ball State also offers a 24/7 Crisis Line, which can be reached at 765-285-HOPE (4673). The Crisis Line
is a mental health resource for those who are struggling with any mental health concerns, including
thoughts of self-harm and/or suicide.
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