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[bookmark: _Toc229305969]What is this class about? 
University Course Description: ENG 103: Rhetoric and Writing (3 credits). Introduces and develops understanding of principles of rhetoric; basic research methods; elements, strategies, and conventions of persuasion used in constructing written and multimodal texts. Prerequisite: appropriate placement. Not open to students who have credit in ENG 101 or 102. 
Description by Dr. K: Welcome to English 103! I’m Dr. Kupsh, your instructor—you can call me Dr. Kupsh (pronounced “cup-sh”), Professor Kupsh, or Dr. K. I’m an Assistant Professor, and I also direct the Writing Center at Ball State. I have a BA in Political Science and English, an MA in English, and a PhD in Composition and Rhetoric, and I have been teaching writing since 2016. 
In this ten-week summer course, we’ll talk about your experiences with writing, what makes “good” writing, how writers seek to persuade and appeal to their audiences, and how we evaluate and demonstrate our credibility as writers.  
Each week in this class, you can expect to: 
· Watch and respond to a short video from Dr. K going over the week’s work; 
· Discuss course topics in small or large groups with your classmates; 
· Read and respond to your classmates’ activities and work; 
· Read short articles and chapters from the textbook to understand class concepts;
· Write! You’ll use writing for a variety of purposes, including reflecting on writing, responding to videos and activities, sorting your ideas for the major projects of the class, and to illustrate your learning for the course’s major projects. 
[bookmark: _Toc229305970]What are the goals for this class?
These are written by the department, approved by the university, and are the same for every English 103 class. 
Students will: 
· Understand that persuasion—both visual and verbal—is integral to reading and composing 
· Understand how persuasive visual and verbal texts are composed for different audiences and different purposes 
· Develop effective strategies of invention, drafting, and revision for different rhetorical situations and individual composing styles 
· Compose texts in various media using solid logic, claims, evidence, creativity, and audience awareness 
· Integrate primary and secondary research as appropriate to the rhetorical situation 
· Develop strategies for becoming more critical and careful readers of both their own and others’ texts 
· Demonstrate a professional attitude towards their writing by focusing on the need for appropriate format, syntax, punctuation, and spelling 
· Take responsibility for their own progress 
· Develop the ability to work well with others on composing tasks. 
[bookmark: _Toc229305971]What work do I have to do and how will I be graded? 
	Assignment Group
	Points

	Major Projects, Drafts, and Brainstorming
	495

	Reflections
	125 

	Annotations on course readings and quizzes
	165

	Classmate Response and Feedback
	100

	Informal Class Activities 
	115

	Total points
	1000



Grading Scale
	Grade
	Total Points Earned

	A
	930-1000

	A-
	900-929

	B+
	870-899

	B
	830-869

	B-
	800-829

	C+
	770-799

	C
	730-769

	C-
	700-729

	D+
	670-699

	D
	630-669

	D-
	600-629

	F
	599 or fewer


In order to fulfill the University's Core Curriculum requirement in Writing Program courses, students must earn a minimum grade of C to pass; a grade of C- is not considered acceptable.
Major Projects, Drafts, and Brainstorming
You have three major projects in this class: 
Project 1: Letter to Dr. K 
You’ll write a 2-page (double spaced) letter to Dr. K about your experiences as a writer, how language and identity might be connected for you, how you feel about writing, and your anticipated career goals, and some specific writing goals you have for our class. You’ll also talk about what lessons from the first two weeks of class stuck out to you the most.
Project 2: How Writers Appeal to Readers 
You’ll write a 3-4 page (double spaced) paper analyzing content of your choosing. In the paper, you will get inside the writer/creator’s head and explain what they were trying to achieve with their content, who their audience was, and how they tried to appeal to their readers or audience. You’ll also assess how well you think it worked. 
Project 3: Making Credible Arguments to Audiences
You’ll create a piece of content appropriate for Ball State students (social media post, zine, etc.) that educates them on how to evaluate the credibility of 2 types of media (you choose what types). You’ll submit two things: 
· Your content, in whatever form it takes
· A 3-page (doubled spaced) explanation, where you describe what you tried to do with your content and how you attempted to build a relationship with, establish your credibility with, and persuade your audience. 
Reflections
Almost every week, you’ll submit a 1-page reflection on what you learned during the week. These reflections are designed to help you “lock in” your learning and to take time to reflect on the activities, discussions, and readings from a week fit together. In general, I expect you to reference course activities, readings, and discussions in these responses. More information is available on Canvas. 
Annotations on Course Readings and Quizzes
Each week, I’ll assigned 1-2 readings, usually from our course textbook. You will read and leave annotations on these readings using a program called Perusall. These annotations will help you engage more deeply with the readings and with one another. In general, I grade these annotations as complete or incomplete. I will also post a video every week to introduce the content for the week. There will be a short quiz associated with the video, which incentivizes you to engage with the video. 
Classmate Response and Feedback
Writing is a social, audience-oriented activity, so you’ll do a lot of reading and responding in this class. You’ll work in small feedback groups where you’ll read and respond to classmates’ work. You’ll be graded based on the effort you put in to these responses. (In other words, you don’t need to be an expert in writing to provide good feedback!) 
Informal Class Activities 
Because this is an online class, I use activities and discussions to help you think about course concepts and discuss them with others. Each week, you’ll have discussion boards, Google Doc activities, or other forms of engagement with the class. You’ll be graded on your genuine engagement and contributions in these activities. 
[bookmark: _Toc229305972]What materials are required? Do I have to buy a textbook? 
Good news: there are no required textbooks to purchase for this class. Through course fees, you’ve already paid for access to BallPoint, our Ball State textbook for English 103 and 104/208. Class readings will be linked on Canvas. To succeed in this course, you do also need all of the following:  
· A personal computer or tablet with internet access (if you ever experience issues with your computer, you can temporarily check one out from the library). NOTE: some Canvas features like peer review do not work on the Canvas mobile app, so I recommend having access to a full computer as well; 
· A Google account so you can participate in class activities; 
· A basic understanding of how to use Canvas, our course management site; 
· A way of backing up your work, such as using Ball State’s free OneDrive cloud storage, or using a flash drive; 
· A word processing program, such as using Ball State’s free Office365 access (you can get Microsoft Word, Excel, and PowerPoint for free!); 
· A valid student ID so you can request and access materials in Bracken Library
If you do not have access to one of these things or if you have questions about them, please let me know. 
[bookmark: _Toc229305973]How can I succeed in an online course? 
Are you ready? Here is the secret: show up, participate, and check in with me and your classmates when you’re having trouble. The bigger secret? Almost every student who turns their work in on time, communicates with me, and gives it their best shot passes my English 103 courses, and you can, too! You don’t need to be an expert writer or reader—you just need to be open to learning and show up online. 
What does “showing up” mean? Log in regularly and complete the work on time. Put it in your calendar and protect that time. Work will be due on Monday, Wednesday, and Friday nights each week, with occasional work due on Sunday night (usually because of a holiday). You can expect frequent feedback from me, as well as lots of small group interactions and feedback from your peers. You can work ahead for some assignments, but others do involve some group interaction, so build this class into your schedule. 
The key to success in my classes: communicate with me. I want you to do well in this class, and I’ll do everything I can to help you—but I can’t help if I don’t know what’s going on! If you have questions, send me an email or Canvas message (contact info above). I am also happy to meet with students 1-1 over Zoom for office hours so you can ask questions, introduce yourself, and talk about course content. Beyond that: COMMUNICATE WITH ME!! If you can’t find something you need on Canvas, send me an email or ask a classmate. If a link is broken or an assignment doesn’t have a “submit” button, that doesn’t mean you don’t have to do the work. Send me an email. If you fall behind in class, don’t ghost me—talk to me! The number one reason students fail my classes is because they fall behind, get embarrassed about it, and stop submitting work or answering emails. I am almost always willing to work with you if you’re having a problem, but you have to meet me halfway. 
[bookmark: _Toc229305974]What if I need accommodations or adaptations to the course? 
From Dr. K: I strive to make my classes as accessible as possible, but I am always learning and revisiting. If you’re having trouble accessing part of the class, or if certain platforms, activities, or materials are posing accessibility challenges for you, please let me know! You deserve—and are legally entitled to—an accessible learning environment. Making the course accessible for one student often also helps the whole class. If you have official accommodations, do let me know ASAP so I can make sure I’m following them. 
From the university: If you need course adaptations or accommodations because of a disability, please contact the instructor of record as soon as possible. Ball State's Disability Services Office coordinates services for students with disabilities; documentation of a disability needs to be on file in that office before any accommodations can be provided. Disability Services can be contacted at 765-285-5293 or dsd@bsu.edu.
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I’d prefer that you didn’t! This class goes pretty fast, and each assignment is designed intentionally to build up to the project for the unit. (I promise you I don’t give “busy work”—you don’t want to do it and I don’t want to grade it!) So, missing an assignment genuinely impacts your learning and comprehension of major course concepts. 
That said, I get it: life happens. Here are the rules and expectations for extensions: 
· You must email me no later than 24 hours after the deadline to request an extension. Your email must include a proposed new deadline. 
· If the assignment you missed involves responding to your peers, I reserve the right to refuse an extension. Basically, it depends on whether your response will actually be useful to your peers if it’s late! For example, if you can’t submit peer review until the project deadline has passed, your comments won’t be useful to your groupmate anymore. 
· If you submit work late with an extension, you may receive reduced or no feedback on it. This helps me stay on top of my grading. (You can always contact me to talk more about your grades, however.)  
[bookmark: _Toc229305976]What’s the policy on ChatGPT? How do you approach academic integrity issues?
Unless otherwise discussed, the work you turn in must be written solely by you, written for this class (not recycled from a previous course), and give credit to all ideas and words that are not yours. 
This means your work must be written entirely by you, without the help of generative artificial intelligence (AI) like ChatGPT, Gemini, Copilot, etc. I have many ethical and environmental concerns about AI, but more importantly, I have two chief concerns about how an over reliance on AI tools impacts learning: 
· You need to understand the basics of what you’re writing and why. If you don’t understand how to write something yourself, you have not learned the content. You may well end up in a job where you use AI to augment your work, but if you do not understand the basic skills involved in a task, you won’t be able to effectively assess writing generated by AI tools. 
· Research is beginning to show it is likely that reliance on AI tools literally changes your brain. A study preprint from MIT's Media Lab (i.e., preprint means it’s still going through peer review) shows that ChatGPT users “had the lowest brain engagement” measured by EEGs after repeated writing tasks relying on the tool. This is the opposite of what we’re trying to do at the university level. 
You are not allowed to use AI tools to generate ideas, draft content, or find sources for any activities in this class. If you are committed to using AI tools for purposes not listed here, such as proofreading, revising, organizing, etc., you must provide a link to the entire conversation you have with the AI tool at the beginning of your submitted work (more info here on sharing conversations with ChatGPT, Grammarly, and Gemini). If you cannot provide a link to the entire conversation, you are not allowed to use AI tools whatsoever. 
In general, I think students plagiarize or “cheat” because they either don’t understand how to cite something or they run out of time and make a bad decision. Please talk to me if you’re struggling. I am almost always willing to give extensions and help you learn, and I’d rather have you do that than risk your academic career over a single assignment. Here is Ball State’s academic ethics policy. Should I find instances of work that is not your own, as I’ve defined it here in the syllabus and in the ethics policy, I will ask to meet with you. After that, I’ll likely request that you redo the assignment or accept a failing grade. I may choose to escalate the issue to the Associate Provost and Student Ethics Committee. 
[bookmark: _Toc229305977]How does Ball State make sure everyone’s voices are included? 
From the university: We are committed to ensuring that all members of the community are welcome, through valuing the various experiences and worldviews represented at Ball State and among those we serve. We promote a culture of respect and civil discourse. 
In this course, we are committed to fostering a learning environment that values intellectual diversity, encourages free expression, and promotes open inquiry. As members of the Ball State Community, we treat each person in the Ball State community with civility, courtesy, compassion, and dignity and respect and learn from differences in people, ideas, and opinions. Please review Ball State University’s Statement on Freedom of Expression, the resources on Ball State’s Freedom of Expression webpage, and Ball State’s Beneficence Pledge.
From Dr. K: In this class, I don’t just welcome your opinions, experiences, and perspectives: I require them! This class is all about how writers appeal to readers, and each of you have a unique perspective as creators and audiences for content. Your individual experiences and perspectives are vital to this course and they enhance everyone’s understanding. I just ask that you: 
· Support claims with evidence where possible (we’ll talk a lot about this in the second half of the class), 
· Be respectful of your classmates and of me, and
· Act in a way that promotes civil discourse and a safe learning environment for all. 
Because this class focuses on how writers appeal to readers, we will look at a lot of different persuasive arguments, from advertisements to speeches to content on social media. You may disagree with some of these arguments—the good news is, this class doesn’t ask you to agree or disagree, or even to share your personal opinions on the texts we analyze. Instead, you’ll be asked to talk about how and why a text works or doesn’t work for a particular audience. (In fact, studying arguments you disagree with can be a great way to make your own arguments stronger!)
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