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PSYS 285: Professional Ethics in Psychology (1 credit) 
Fall 2025 First 8 weeks:   08/18 – 10/10 

Section 810 OL  CRN:  30164 
 
Instructor:  Michael J. Tagler, Ph.D., Associate Professor of Psychological Science 
• Contact:  Students contact Dr. Tagler via Canvas messaging (i.e., the Canvas Inbox). If students are unable 

to access Canvas to send a message, they may instead email to mjtagler@bsu.edu. If both Canvas and BSU 
Email are not available, students can voice call to 765 285-4600 (campus phone and voicemail). 

• Office	Hours	and	Location:		See	Canvas	for	information	on	scheduling	an	appointment	with	Dr.	Tagler	
o Office	hours	are	for	discussing	course	content	(i.e.,	learning	objectives,	concepts,	assignments).	Students	are	

expected	to	prepare	in	advance	for	the	office	hours	visit	by,	reading	the	textbook	and	consulting	the	
information	posted	on	Canvas.	Furthermore,	students	are	expected	to	prepare	specific	questions	they	have	
for	the	office	hours	visit.	

Catalog Description: Introduces selected ethical issues in psychological research and practice.  
Prerequisite: PSYS 241. Open only to psychological science majors. 
Required Book: Nagy, T. F. (2011).  Essential Ethics for psychologists:  A primer for understanding and 
mastering core issues.  Washington, DC:  American Psychological Association. 
Course Website (Canvas):  Log on at:  http://bsu.instructure.com   
Technology:  Students need a Windows PC, Mac, or Chromebook laptop with reliable internet access and the 
following: 
• Chrome web browser https://www.google.com/chrome/  
• Technical Assistance:  If you have technical questions with your computer or accessing Canvas, you can 

visit or contact the BSU Technology Help Desk  
o http://www.bsu.edu/helpdesk  
o Bracken Library (BL) 101 
o 765-285-1517  

• If you have issues with the CITI training program, first look at the instructions on Canvas.  Beyond that, 
the CITI training program offers support at https://support.citiprogram.org/ 

Course Description: In PSYS 285 psychology majors will be introduced to selected ethical issues in 
psychological research and practice in preparation for PSYS 479 (Practical Experience) and PSYS 492 
(Research Seminar) or PSYS 499 (Department Honors in Psychology.) PSYS 285 uses course readings, 
internet resources, and class activities. Instructor feedback on these assignments is used to help students gauge 
their progress on awareness of ethical issues. 
 
Course Rationale: The Department of Psychological Science curriculum provides students multiple 
opportunities to apply psychological principles (i.e., to “do” psychology). In their junior and senior years 
psychology majors at Ball State will complete original scientific research and/or complete internships in 
community agencies. This course will provide them with the ethical skills they will need in those situations.  
 
Course Objectives: By the end of the course students who complete PSYS 285 will be able to: 
1. Explore the history of the American Psychological Association (APA) and the creation of the field's code 

of ethics. 
2. Identify ethically problematic situations in psychological research and practice settings. 
3. Consider ethics in a variety of settings including research, teaching, and clinical work. 
4. Describe the ethically appropriate steps to take when encountering such situations. 
5. Reflect on the ways in which their personal values intersect with professional ethical guidelines in 

psychology. 

Requirements and Evaluation 
1. Collaborative Institutional Training Initiative (CITI), an on-line research ethics course.   

a. At least one module completed at end of Week 1:  10 points 

http://bsu.instructure.com/
https://www.google.com/chrome/
http://www.bsu.edu/helpdesk
https://support.citiprogram.org/
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b. 50 points when entire CITI course is complete (by end of Week 5):  50 points 
Late penalty on CITI completion:  10% per weekday 
 

2. Quizzes:  Approximately one per week, one per textbook chapter (6 total).  10 points each. 
Must earn at least 6/10 on the quiz to receive a score.   2 attempts per quiz, last attempt is always the 
final score. No Late Quizzes allowed. 

Attendance Policy: 
Ball State Policy: “Students are expected to attend all of their classes.” 
https://www.bsu.edu/about/administrativeoffices/vice-provost/student-services/attendance-policies 
• As an online, asynchronous course attendance will be recorded based on weekly completion of scheduled 

assignments/quizzes. Engagement in these activities will serve as the attendance recording for federal 
financial aid documentation.   

 
Final Grade:  Final grades will be assigned based on % of total points earned (120 points possible):  
A   ≥ 90% 
B+ 88- 89.99%  
B   80% - 87.99% 
C+ 78-79.99% 
C   70% - 77.99% 
D   60-69.99%  
F    < 60% 

Week of TOPIC / READING DUE 

1 Introduction to class / Chapter 1  
Register and Begin CITI Ethics Training  
PRACTICE QUIZ (“Quiz 0”) over Chapter 1  

At least 1 CITI module 
complete by Friday 8/22 
 

2 A Brief History of the APA Ethics Code / Chapter 2 Quiz 1 due Friday 8/39 
3 The General Ethical Principles of Psychologists / Chapter 3 Quiz 2 due Friday 9/5 
4 Competence / Chapter 4 Quiz 3 due Friday 9/12 
5 Complete CITI Training Modules CITI Completion Certificate 

due Friday 9/19 
6 Informed Consent / Chapter 5 Quiz 4 Friday 9/26 
7 Privacy and Confidentiality / Chapter 6 Quiz 5 Friday 10/3 
8 Avoiding Harm and Exploitation / Chapter 7 Quiz 6 Friday 10/10 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Pursuant to 2024 Indiana Public Law 113 (SB 202), the following are provided to foster a culture of free inquiry, free 
expression, and intellectual diversity: 

• Ball State Freedom of Expression Statement 
https://www.bsu.edu/about/freedom-of-expression/freedom-of-expression-statement  

• Ball State Freedom of Expression Webpage 
https://www.bsu.edu/about/freedom-of-expression 

• Constitution Day:  September 17, 2025 
https://www.bsu.edu/calendar/events/administrative/libraries/2025/09/17/we-the-people-constitution-day-at-bracken-
library?date=2025-09-17  

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
The following statement is written by and required by Ball State University to appear on all course syllabi. 
Please contact the Office of the Vice Provost for Academic Affairs with questions or for further information on the 
specific policies: 
We are committed to ensuring that all members of the community are welcome, through valuing the various experiences and 
worldviews represented at Ball State and among those we serve. We promote a culture of respect and civil discourse. If you need 
course adaptations or accommodations because of a disability, please contact the instructor of record as soon as possible. Ball 
State's Disability Services office coordinates services for students with disabilities; documentation of a disability needs to be on 
file in that office before any accommodations can be provided. Disability Services can be contacted at 765-285-5293 
or dsd@bsu.edu. 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
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