SOC 100 “Exploring Society”
Syllabus
3 credits
1. SOC 100 Section 005, CRN 40954, Title “Exploring Society”, Spring 2026
UCC Ways of Knowing Domain - Social and Behavioral

2. Instructor Information - Melinda Messineo
Department of Anthropology and Sociology, Ball State University, Muncie, IN
3.   Course Information - This course provides an introduction to sociology, the scientific study of human society. This course provides students with valuable tools for understanding the social world. It explores the relationships between individuals, groups, and institutions, and how these interactions shape our behaviors, beliefs, and experiences. Students will learn about theories and research on social structures, processes, and problems. Through engaging discussions, critical thinking, and real-world examples, students will have opportunities to connect these insights to their personal lives.
Prerequisites - none
Course Objectives
By the end of the course, students will be able to:
	SOC 100 Student Learning Outcome

	SLO 1 - Demonstrate knowledge of key terms, perspectives, and theories in sociology

	SLO 2a - Identify and apply sociological theory to social scenarios; Identify the strengths and weaknesses of various “solutions” to social issues that are proposed by different theories

	SLO 2b - Identify the methods sociologists employ to gather empirical observations of the social world; recognize the strengths and weaknesses of each method; 

	SLO 3 - Identify the various patterns of relationships in society including groups, organizations, bureaucracies, and social institutions; identify and describe how different social patterns (such as cultural diversity and inequality), social processes (such as socialization) and social structures (such as group size) influence social interaction and shape personal, civic, or global decisions and responsibilities.



Course Modality/Structure
This is a synchronous face-to-face class that meets on campus on Tuesdays and Thursdays. The instructor uses a modified lecture format that includes in-class discussion, case studies, activities, and other active learning strategies. Points are attached to these in-class activities.


4. Course Materials
Online articles and videos
eReader “Making the Invisible Visible: Applying Sociology to Our World” by the Ball State University Department of Sociology
       5.   Course Assignments and Assessments
17 in class activities (drop 2)  worth 20 points each quizzes and activities - will cover weekly readings and in class activities
4 Research projects each worth 25 points description in Canvas uses Qualtrics
2 Review exams   50 points each cover readings, videos, and class materials
Final Exam 100 points   will cover all readings and lecture material
Course Grading Scale
Grade       Points	     Percentage           Grade            Points               Percentage
                    A	561-600				C	440-459
    A-	540-560	           90%		C-	420-439	70%
    B+	520-539				D+	400-419
    B	500-519				D	380-399
    B-	480-499	           80%		D-	360-379	60%
                    C+	460-479				F	359 or less
6. Required University Statements and Policies
University Statement
We are committed to ensuring that all members of the community are welcome, through valuing the various experiences and worldviews represented at Ball State and among those we serve. We promote a culture of respect and civil discourse.
Disability Statement
If you need course adaptations or accommodations because of a disability, please contact the instructor of record as soon as possible. Ball State's Disability Services Office coordinates services for students with disabilities; documentation of a disability needs to be on file in that office before any accommodations can be provided. Disability Services can be contacted at 765-285-5293 or dsd@bsu.edu.
Attendance Policy
All students are expected to attend each class session, however, I know that life often prevents us from reaching this goal. To help navigate this inevitability, I drop the two lowest in class activities and provide two bonus activities to help students who experience absences. Note that course slides are provided as an outline for class session and not a replacement of course content and in class group activities.


7. Recommended Statements, Policies, and Information
Freedom of Expression
In this course, we are committed to fostering a learning environment that values intellectual diversity, encourages free expression, and promotes open inquiry. As members of the Ball State Community, we treat each person in the Ball State community with civility, courtesy, compassion, and dignity and respect and learn from differences in people, ideas, and opinions. Please review Ball State University’s Statement on Freedom of Expression, the resources on Ball State’s Freedom of Expression webpage, and Ball State’s Beneficence Pledge.
