Ball State University
ECYF 640 
Early Childhood Education
Course Syllabus 


COURSE RATIONALE

This course is designed to introduce the student to the field of early childhood education as an area of study. Present practices are examined from an historical, sociological, philosophical, and research perspective.

COURSE OBJECTIVES

	Objective
	NBPTS Standard*

	1.  Identify the historical setting for studying the education of young children, including the examination of changing societal needs.
	GEN.EC. IX 


	2.  Develop a philosophy of early childhood education that will permit critical study of purposes and practices.
	GEN.EC.IX


	3.  Study developmental and psychological characteristics of young children.
	GEN.EC.IV

	4.  Define the learning principles appropriate for young children.
	GEN.EC.I

	5.  Examine the curricula and physical setting of schools for young children.
	GEN.EC.IV
GEN.EC.V

	6.  Examine the role of various early childhood programs to understand the richness of cultural experiences which are reflected in program development and children’s adjustment strategies.
	
GEN.EC.II


	7.  Examine a variety of typical educational problems related to young children and their families.
	GEN.EC.VII

	8.  Identify new theories, issues, and experimental practices in early childhood education.
	GEN.EC.IX


*See the definitions for each of these NBPTS standard at the end of this syllabus

TEXTS
Required:
· Morgan, H.  (2011). Early childhood education: History, theory, and practice (2nd ed.). Rowman & Littlefield Education.
· Morrison, G. S., Woika, M. J., and Beffni, L. (2020). Fundamentals of early childhood education (9th ed.). Pearson.
· While the APA Publication Manual is not required, it may be a helpful resource. All citations and references for written work MUST use the American Psychological Association (APA) 7th edition format. The APA Publication Manual and pocket guides are available at local bookstores and online. You can also find APA bibliographic formats at a variety of websites such as Purdue OWL: https://owl.purdue.edu/owl/research_and_citation/apa_style/apa_formatting_and_style_guide/index.html 

Additional Readings:
· Additional required readings may be included in selected learning modules. These readings will be available via online links or pdf files.

COURSE POLICIES
	
1. Original Work Requirement:
Work for all assignments in this course must be original work and not previously used in any other BSU courses. See Academic Honesty section of this syllabus.

2. Be prepared for all assignments including readings and material required for understanding the assignments and online discussions.  Further details and course assignment rubrics are available on Canvas.  Those more detailed descriptions are considered to be an extension of this syllabus and all criteria contained in them will be assessed as part of each assignment.
If you have questions, ASK for more information!  

3.  Turn in assignments on or before the due date. In case of an emergency or any situation where you feel you will not be able to submit something on time, contact your instructor IMMEDIATELY by email.
Written work is assessed on its quality and accuracy.  Use MS Word and submit in MS Word (doc, docx).  All work should be typed and double-spaced unless other instructions are given.
When citing work written by others, you are expected to use the American Psychological Association (APA) format (7th ed.) for citations and bibliography.  There are many web sites with APA format guidelines, or you can purchase the APA format book at the bookstores.  Purdue Owl is a great resource for APA format, and it is linked in Canvas.

4. Due Dates:  Assignments may be submitted before the end of the day as assigned by 11:59 p.m. to be considered submitted on time. A submission window for each assignment will appear in the module of the week each is due. Late assignments policies will be communicated via Canvas

Attendance and Timeliness: Your regular participation and timeliness are important to your academic success. In online courses this takes the form of participation in discussion via forums, chat, and other electronic means provided. As this is an online course, it is up to every student to stay on track and not fall behind. You must be self-motivated and disciplined to meet all due dates. Developing a routine is essential. All assignments are expected to be submitted by a specific time and date; assignments submitted late may be subject to a reduction in points, or given no points at all.

Preparation for the Semester: Become familiar with the class interface the first week of the semester and seek help if necessary.  BSU provides resources to help you.  A lack of Canvas knowledge is not an acceptable excuse for late or incomplete work.

5. Communication:  Questions of a personal nature, such as questions about your grade or anything personal intended for the instructor, please use your BSU email. 

Questions of a general nature can be posted in the FAQ section of the Discussions.  These could include questions regarding course assignments, etc.

COURSE REQUIREMENTS

1. Module Assignments 
Selected modules will include an assignment that must be completed and submitted within the designated module time period. Specific instructions for each assignment are given in each selected module.

2. Impact Paper 
	Specific instructions will be provided on Canvas.  

3. Research Article Report 			
Each student will complete one research article report. Specific instructions for the research article report will be provided on Canvas.  

4. Discussion Board Participation 
Participation in weekly discussion boards is required throughout this course. Specific instructions will be provided on Canvas.  
5. Current Issue Investigation 
Each student will complete an investigation of a self-selected current issue relevant to the content of this course.  Specific instructions will be provided on Canvas.    
	 
6. Current Issue Investigation Impact Statements 
Each student will write two impact statements. More information on this is available on Canvas.

7. Final Reflections 
The final reflection topics and its due date will be posted on Canvas. 

Grading Scale
	94 - 100%	A				74- 76		C
	90 - 93		A-				70- 73		C-
	87 - 89		B+				67 - 69		D+
	84 - 86		B				64 - 66		D
	80 - 83		B-				60 - 63		D-
	77 - 79		C+				below 60	F


Doctoral Students
Doctoral students must contact the instructor during the first week of the course to provide information about their course of study, areas of interest/specialization, a timeline for completion of comprehensive written exams, doctoral committee chair’s name, etc. Once this information is obtained, your instructor, in consultation with your committee chair, will develop an additional project and/or series of assignments that will help you to fulfill requirements for the doctoral program and enhance your studies. 

University Statement
We are committed to ensuring that all members of the community are welcome, through valuing the various experiences and worldviews represented at Ball State and among those we serve. We promote a culture of respect and civil discourse.
Disability Statement
If you need course adaptations or accommodations because of a disability, please contact the instructor of record as soon as possible. Ball State's Disability Services office coordinates services for students with disabilities; documentation of a disability needs to be on file in that office before any accommodations can be provided. Disability Services can be contacted at 765-285-5293 or dsd@bsu.edu.
Freedom of Expression
In this course, we are committed to fostering a learning environment that values intellectual diversity, encourages free expression, and promotes open inquiry. As members of the Ball State Community, we treat each person in the Ball State community with civility, courtesy, compassion, and dignity and respect and learn from differences in people, ideas, and opinions. Please review Ball State University’s Statement on Freedom of Expression, the resources on Ball State’s Freedom of Expression webpage, and Ball State’s Beneficence Pledge.

Dispositions Assessment
A dispositions assessment is required at the conclusion of this Decision Point graduate course. The professor will complete this assessment using a dispositions rubric based on the three themes of the BSU Conceptual Framework – expertise, engagement, and context (see below). The rubric used to assess student dispositions will be made available, but does not affect a student’s grade in this course.  

Standard Oral and Written English
Students are expected to use standard written and oral English for all assignments. A portion of your grade for each assignment will be based on mechanics of writing (grammar, punctuation, spelling, organization of ideas, etc.). ALL work is expected to be of graduate-level quality.

Writing Center
All writers improve with practice and feedback, so as a student in this course, you are encouraged to use the Writing Center (in Robert Bell 295 during weekdays, Bracken Library First Floor West in the evenings, or online during any of their regularly scheduled hours) to get additional feedback on your writing. The Writing Center offers free planning, feedback, and accountability sessions (in person and online) to all students composing essays, reports, reflections, research projects, web content, lesson plans, slideshows, poster presentations, resumes, and other digital or print texts. To schedule a free appointment to discuss your writing, go to http://www.bsu.edu/writingcenter. Online and in-person appointments are available; however, plan ahead because appointments book quickly!

Technology Support
Students should contact the University Computing Services HelpDesk for technology related questions and problems. The HelpDesk can be contacted by phone (765-285-1517) or e-mail (helpdesk@bsu.edu). Students on campus can stop by the HelpDesk in the Robert Bell (RB) building, room 165. Online chat is also available to help resolve technology problems. A link to the HelpDesk is included under the “Resource Links” button in the course menu.

Learning Center Services
The Learning Center offers free tutoring for many courses on campus, including science and humanities, modern languages, math and business, help with any writing task, and study strategies such as time management, test taking, note taking, and effective textbook reading.  Call 765-285-3780 or Live Chat online at www.bsu.edu/learningcenter. 

Student Academic Ethics Policy 
Honesty, trust, and personal responsibility are fundamental attributes of the university community. Academic dishonesty and other forms of academic misconduct threaten the foundation of an institution dedicated to the pursuit of knowledge and will not be tolerated. To maintain its credibility and reputation, and to equitably assign evaluations of scholastic and creative performance, Ball State University is committed to maintaining a climate that upholds and values the highest standards of academic integrity. Visit the VPAA’s academic integrity website (Students tab) for resources on understanding academic integrity, citing sources properly, and avoiding inadvertent academic dishonesty. To learn about BSU’s academic integrity expectations and students’ rights, please read the University Student Academic Ethics Policy.  
Academic integrity violations include giving or receiving an unfair academic advantage (cheating), presenting someone else’s ideas or work as your own (plagiarism), and falsifying academic records. Unless otherwise indicated, you must work independently by yourself. Check with me if you are unsure whether something constitutes academic dishonesty. Examples of academic integrity violations include but are not limited to:   
· Using resources not authorized by the faculty member (including AI tools)  
· Using a generative AI system or a person to complete academic assignments such as response papers, discussion posts, essays, or any other assignment when such use is not explicitly permitted by the assignment instructions or the instructor. 
· Utilizing another person or a generative AI system to take a quiz, examination, or similar evaluation in place of oneself. 
· Presenting as one's own work the ideas, representations or words of another person or of a GenAI system without customary and proper acknowledgment of sources or of the AI tool(s) used.
· Using generative AI systems to analyze data, conduct research, or generate content that is included in an assignment (images, graphs, charts, tables, etc.) without proper documentation, citation, and attribution of this AI use.
· Using commercial study websites to find answers to graded assignments (Chegg, Course Hero, StudyPool, OneClass, etc.).  
· Without the instructor’s written permission, giving away, buying, or selling graded assignments class notes, exams, study guides, or other course materials to other students or to third-party vendors (Course Hero, Chegg, 24HourAnswers, etc.). 
· Working with another person on any assignment other than authorized group projects.  
· Sharing or allowing others to access your files, whether done with permission or not.  
· Reusing your own work from another semester, course, or section.  
· Sharing answers with others during exams (passing notes, texting, whispering, gesturing)  
· Discussing exam questions and answers with students who have not taken the exam.  
· Soliciting others to complete work for you. 
No Generative AI Use (No GenAI use permitted for any coursework)
All work conducted and/or submitted in this course should reflect your own ideas and demonstrate your current knowledge, abilities, and skills. Therefore, generative AI should not be used to complete any portion of the assignment(s). Doing so constitutes a violation of Ball State University's Student Academic Ethics Policy.  
Course Content Ownership 
As the course instructor, I retain the rights to all course content, including this syllabus. Students may not reproduce, distribute, or publicly post course materials, work, or comments (such as discussion board posts) without permission. Students also may not record classes without explicit permission to do so. Selling or distributing course materials may violate the Ball State Code of Conduct and/or The Information Technology Users' Privileges and Responsibilities Policy.  https://ballstate.policytech.com/dotNet/documents/?docid=244&public=true  
Any violations will be referred to Dr. Mike Gillilan, Director of Student Rights and Community Standards.
NBPTS Standards
GEN.EC.I  Understanding Young Children
Accomplished early childhood teachers use their knowledge of child development and their relationships with children and families to understand children as individuals and to plan in response to their unique needs and potentials.

GEN.EC.II  Equity, Fairness, and Diversity
Accomplished early childhood teachers model and teach behaviors appropriate in a diverse society by creating a safe, secure learning environment for all children by showing appreciation of and respect for the individual differences and unique needs of each member of the learning community; and by empowering children to treat others with, and to expect from others, equity, fairness, and dignity.

GEN.EC.IV  Promoting Child Development and Learning
Accomplished early childhood teachers promote children’s cognitive, social, emotional, physical, and linguistic development by organizing and orchestrating the environment in ways that best facilitate the development and learning of young children.

GEN.EC.V  Knowledge of Integrated Curriculum
On the basis of their knowledge of how young children learn, of academic subjects, and of assessment, accomplished early childhood teachers design and implement developmentally appropriate learning experiences that integrate within and across the disciplines.

GEN.EC.VII  Family and Community Partnerships
Accomplished early childhood teachers work with and through families and communities to support children’s learning and development.

GEN.EC.IX  Reflective Practice
Accomplished early childhood teachers regularly analyze, evaluate, and synthesize to strengthen the quality and effectiveness of their work.
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