Ball State University
College of Fine Arts - School of Music

MUSC 540: Off- Campus Ensemble

FALL 2025
Instructor: Dr. Kevin Gerrity
MU 411 C (Hargreaves)
kwgerrity(@bsu.edu
Office Hours Consult the instructor for available meeting times.
Course Description

MUSC 540 is designated for off-campus ensemble participation. Students in the OL MM in MUSE program
are eligible to earn credit for participation in off-campus ensembles within their communities to meet the
performance expectations of the degree as well as to continue to develop their personal musicianship skills.

Course Objectives

e Enable and encourage students to continue to develop and enhance their personal musicianship skills
through meaningful particiaption in off-campus ensembles.

e Provide opportunities for in-service music teachers to engage with their local communities through
outreach and participation.

Earning Credit
To earn credit, students must verify their participation by submitting the following evidence:

1. A performance program that identifies the name of the ensemble, the performance date(s), the
repertoire performed, and lists the OL MM in MUSE student as a member of the ensemble. If the
performances and style of the ensemble do not typically have formal programs (e.g. a Jazz combo
that performs in more intimate, less formal venues), students may have the director, conductor, or
leader of the ensemble (or a designee if the OL MM student serves in this role) send an email
directly to the instructor that provides the performance information requested above and verifies
the OL MM student's participation.

2. Additionally, a second, digital source of evidence is required. Examples might include a time-
stamped digital photo of the OL MM student performing with the ensemble, a brief video clip of
the performance(s) that clearly shows the OL MM student performing, or other, like sources of
evidence.

3. Students that clearly document their performance will earn an A for the course.
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STUDENT ACADEMIC ETHICS POLICY

Honesty, trust, and personal responsibility are fundamental attributes of the university community.
Academic dishonesty and other forms of academic misconduct threaten the foundation of an institution
dedicated to the pursuit of knowledge and will not be tolerated. To maintain its credibility and reputation,
and to equitably assign evaluations of scholastic and creative performance, Ball State University is
committed to maintaining a climate that upholds and values the highest standards of academic integrity.
Visit the Vice President for Academic Affairs’ academic integrity website (Students tab) for resources on
understanding academic integrity, citing sources properly, and avoiding inadvertent academic dishonesty.
The website also includes information on Title IX and the University Grade Appeal Policy. To learn about
Ball State University’s academic integrity expectations and students’ rights, please read the University
Student Academic Ethics Policy.

Academic integrity violations include giving or receiving an unfair academic advantage (cheating),
presenting someone else’s ideas or work as your own (plagiarism), and falsifying academic records. Unless
otherwise indicated, you must work independently by yourself. Check with the instructor if you are unsure
whether something constitutes academic dishonesty. Examples of academic integrity violations include, but
are not limited to:

e Using resources not authorized by the faculty member (including devices, Al tools, hidden notes,
and open books).

e Using commercial study websites to find answers to graded assignments (Chegg, Course Hero,
StudyPool, OneClass, etc.).

e Without the instructor’s written permission, giving away, buying, or selling graded assignments,
class notes, exams, study guides, or other course materials to other students or to third-party
vendors (Course Hero, Chegg, 24HourAnswers, etc.).

e Working with another person on any assignment other than authorized group projects.

¢ Sharing or allowing others to access your files, whether done with permission or not.

e Reusing your own work from another semester, course, or section.

e Sharing answers with others during exams (passing notes, texting, whispering, gesturing).

¢ Discussing exam questions and answers with students who have not taken the exam.

¢ Soliciting others to complete work for you.

UNIVERSITY STATEMENT

We are committed to ensuring that all members of the community are welcome, through valuing the various
experiences and worldviews represented at Ball State and among those we serve. We promote a culture of
respect and civil discourse. If you need course adaptations or accommodations because of a disability,
please contact the instructor of record as soon as possible. Ball State's Disability Services Office coordinates
services for students with disabilities; documentation of a disability needs to be on file in that office before
any accommodations can be provided. Disability Services can be contacted at 765-285-5293
or dsd@bsu.edu.

FREEDOM OF EXPRESSION

In this course, we are committed to fostering a learning environment that values intellectual diversity,
encourages free expression, and promotes open inquiry. As members of the Ball State Community, we treat
each person in the Ball State community with civility, courtesy, compassion, and dignity and respect and
learn from differences in people, ideas, and opinions. Please review Ball State University’s Statement on
Freedom of Expression, the resources on Ball State’s Freedom of Expression webpage, and Ball State’s
Beneficence Pledge.
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