	
	
	



EDRD 390 Emergent Literacy Syllabus
Summer 2026
1. Course Basics
Emergent Literacy
EDRD 390, Section 800, CRN 34688, Summer 2026
Asynchronous, Online

Literacy Education Program’s Definition of Literacy
“The ability to READ, WRITE, and COMMUNICATE connects people and empowers them to achieve things
they never thought possible. It truly is the basis of who we are and how we interact with the world”
(International Literacy Association). To be literate is the ability to critique, create, compose, and
communicate through the use of various modes (e.g., written, oral, digital texts, and video) in an
interdisciplinary manner within particular social and cultural contexts, especially as these evolve. Literacy
includes all six modes of the language arts (reading, writing, listening, speaking, viewing, and visually
representing). 

Vision
Our literacy program empowers pre-service and in-service teachers to provide instruction that will lead to an equitable education for all and inspires a life-long passion for literacy. 

Departmental Anti-Bias Statement and Definition of Diversity
Every student in this department, regardless of personal history or identity categories, is a valued
member of this community. This department shares the university’s responsibility to prepare
professionals who recognize, reflect, and embrace the diversity of a global community. Diversity
includes ethnicity, culture, language, exceptionality, gender, gender expression, age, sexual
orientation, socioeconomic status, regional/geographic background, and religion. If you find that
there are aspects of the course instruction, subject matter, or classroom environment that result in
barriers to diversity or to your inclusion, you can contact me privately without fear of reprisal.

2. Instructor Information
Mrs. Amy Leitze
Department of Elementary Education
Ball State University, Muncie, IN
Student Assistance Hours: phone or virtually by appointment
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3. Course Information
Course Description
Basic understanding of environments and planned activities that foster positive attitudes and interests related to reading, procedures that stimulate and develop early literacy development, and related practical experiences with young children.
Course Rationale
To be literate is the ability to critique, create, compose, and communicate through the use of various modes (e.g., written, oral, digital texts, and video) in an interdisciplinary manner within particular social and cultural contexts, especially as these evolve. Literacy includes all six modes of the language arts (reading, writing, listening,
speaking, viewing, and visually representing). Our literacy program empowers preservice and in-service teachers to provide instruction that will lead to an equitable education for all.

The purpose of this course is to help preservice and in-service teachers at Ball State University to learn how to develop, organize, and implement an effective classroom emergent literacy program. The course is designed to give the preservice teachers an understanding of the major components that are required to help students develop
emergent literacy. Attention is given to the nature of literacy development and experiences involved in its development.

Prerequisites
C or better in EDEL 100 or EDSE 150 or SPCE 201 or PEP 161 or TEDU 195 or JOUR 150 or SCI 150 or MATH 150 or MUSE 100 or FL 150 or SS 150 or ENG 150 or FCED 150. May be repeated only once.

Clinical Experiences
Language Observation conducted with child age Birth-8 years old 

Course Objectives
Students will:
· understand the nature of early literacy development.
· understand the factors that influence literacy development.
· understand a variety of literacy strategies and instructional techniques to use with young learners.
· develop awareness of appropriate literacy materials to use with young learners.
· develop an understanding of appropriate literacy assessment measures to use with young learners.

Indiana State Standards
Any lesson plans created in this course need to include standards from the Indiana Early Learning Standards found here and/or the Indiana State Academic Standards available here depending on student age.

Course Modality/Structure
This is a 3-credit hour, online, asynchronous course, meaning there are no required meeting times or login times. Instructors will set assignment due dates, but you may work on assignments when your schedule allows. This allows you the flexibility to balance your schoolwork with other responsibilities. Students will complete assignments and discussions via one-two week modules.  Students will take a midterm and final exam.  Please pay specific attention to due dates within each module, and plan accordingly.  Please see the “Course Participation and Professionalism Expectations” section and Canvas for more details.
4. Course Materials
Required for ALL students: 

· Morrow, L.M. (2020). Literacy Development in the Early Years: Helping Children Learn to Read and Write, 	Ninth edition. Boston, MA: Pearson Publishing. (earlier editions are also acceptable but may have 	differing page numbers.)
· Other readings/resources will be available on Canvas.

For more information about obtaining required course materials, see Ball State First Day.

Online Resources Required
· A BSU network account for email and Canvas
· Canvas:  Become familiar with the class interface before the semester begins and seek help if necessary.  BSU provides resources to help you.  A lack of Canvas knowledge is not an acceptable excuse for late or incomplete work.
· Students will be required to join discussions for some modules and engage in learning activities online regularly. It is important to be responsible and respectful to establish a community of learners. In other words, read to learn, complete activities thoughtfully to assist in your learning and the learning of others, and display professional courtesy.  Whereas, in a classroom you would listen to what your classmates have to say, in an online class, you have to read what others say.  Therefore, you are responsible for reading every message posted on Canvas.
· Software:  Microsoft Word, Microsoft PowerPoint, Microsoft SharePoint, Microsoft Outlook
· Technical Equipment: In order for you to be successful in this type of course (i.e. online delivery), you will need the technology included in the website for Online Students: https://www.bsu.edu/academics/collegesanddepartments/online/services-for-students#accordion_whatresourcesdoesballstatehavetohelpme
· Technical Assistance: If you have technical questions, you can contact Ball State's Help Desk.  In addition, the Help Desk staff has put together many how-to video clips in its Tech Clips section that can guide you through many of the most common questions.  The Help Desk can be contacted at 765-285-1517 or by email at helpdesk@bsu.edu.

5. Course Assignments and Assessments
Course Assignments
Below are the assignments for the course.  Assignment details, including instructions, relevant readings, due dates, and grading criteria/rubrics will be posted and updated on Canvas. Please check Canvas regularly to stay informed and on track.  
*Note: Assignments/points are subject to change/modifications. Students will be notified of
changes beforehand, and grading criteria will be provided in advance.

1.  Discussion Boards (11 x 20 points each = 220 points total)
1

Each week, you will engage in an online discussion based on that week’s topics and readings. Most weeks, you will make an initial post by Wednesday and respond to your discussion group by Sunday. In your post, you will respond to the prompt and provide critiques and reflections and ask questions based on what you read.    You will then engage in a meaningful discussion with your group around the topic.  Criteria for posts and responses will be provided on Canvas and within each module.

2. Written Responses (2 x 10 points each = 20 points total)
During weeks where there isn’t a discussion board, you will engage with the week’s topic and readings in a written response. These will be similar to your written response to discussion boards but will not be discussed with peers.

3. Activities (115 points total)
Throughout the semester, you will complete three different activities, most of which require you to apply course content. Specific instructions for completing the activity, as well as a rubric that will be used for assessing the activity, will be provided in the week’s module. Activities are due on Wednesdays. The activities are as follows:

Activity #1: Introduction = 15 points
Activity #2: Language Observation = 50 points 
Activity #3: Instructional Plan = 50 points

4. Literacy Development Presentation (100 points)
This assignment is an opportunity for you to create a presentation that you can share with others to demonstrate your knowledge of early literacy development. Included within this presentation will be detailed explanation of how early readers acquire written and spoken language development. You will have a choice on how you choose to deliver this presentation (e.g. PowerPoint, Prezi, etc.). More detail on the specifics of this assignment will be provided at the beginning of the semester. This project is due by July 12.

5. Quizzes (11 x 20 points each = 220 points total)
During most weeks, you will take a quiz to assess your understanding of course content from that week’s module activities. You may only take the quiz one time and it is timed, so it is essential that you have read the chapter and viewed any other module content (i.e. videos, PowerPoints, etc.) prior to completing the quiz. Quizzes are due by Sunday at 11:59pm.

6. RISE Phonics Certificate (100 points)
This assignment is a self-paced, online webinar that allows students to study modules related to early phonetic development. It can be accessed by following the link, which is available on Canvas. You must create an account when you follow the link. The webinar should take approximately 6 hours. It is highly recommended that you work on a few lessons each week. The webinar must be completed, and assessment passed by Sunday, June 28. You can take the assessment multiple times, if necessary, to earn at least a 70%. You will earn full points for completing the webinar and passing the assessment. If the webinar is not complete and/or the assessment is not passed prior to the due date, no credit will be given (i.e. earn 0/100 points). Late completion is not an option for this assignment. Budget your time wisely!

7. Midterm Exam (75 points)
The midterm exam will consist of multiple-choice, fill-in-the-blank, and/or short answer questions based on material read, reviewed, and discussed during the first half of the semester. This exam has a time limit. The midterm exam must be completed by Sunday, June 14.

8. Final Exam (125 points)
The final exam will cover all the material we have read, reviewed, discussed, and presented in class throughout the semester. It will be made up of multiple choice, fill-in-the-blank, and short answer. This exam has a time limit. The final exam must be completed by Friday, July 17.

Summary of Evaluation
*Assignments/percentages/points are subject to modifications.  Students will be notified of changes beforehand, and grading criteria will be provided in advance.

	Assignments
	Possible Pts.

	Discussion Boards (11 x 20 points each) 
	220

	Written responses (2 x 20 points each)
	40

	Activities (3 @ 15+50+50)
	115

	Quizzes (11 x 20 points each) 
	220

	Literacy Development Presentation 
	100

	RISE Phonics Certificate
	100

	Midterm Exam 
	75

	Final Exam 
	125

	Total
	995



Course Grading Scale
Grading Policy:  Final course grades will be based on the following scale:

	A=94-100% 
	B-= 80-83% 
	D+= 67-69% 

	A-=90-93% 
	C+=77-79% 
	D=64-66% 

	B+=87-89% 
	C=74-76% 
	D-=60-63% 

	B= 84-86% 
	C-=70-73%
	F= 59% and below




6.  University Policies and Statements
University Statement
We are committed to ensuring that all members of the community are welcome, through valuing the various experiences and worldviews represented at Ball State and among those we serve. We promote a culture of respect and civil discourse. 

Disability Statement
If you need course adaptations or accommodations because of a disability, please contact the instructor of record as soon as possible. Ball State's Disability Services Office coordinates services for students with disabilities; documentation of a disability needs to be on file in that office before any accommodations can be provided. Disability Services can be contacted at 765-285-5293 or dsd@bsu.edu.

Freedom of Expression 
In this course, we are committed to fostering a learning environment that values intellectual diversity, encourages free expression, and promotes open inquiry. As members of the Ball State Community, we treat each person in the Ball State community with civility, courtesy, compassion, and dignity and respect and learn from differences in people, ideas, and opinions. Please review Ball State University’s Statement on Freedom of Expression, the resources on Ball State’s Freedom of Expression webpage, and Ball State’s Beneficence Pledge.

Attendance
Attendance in Ball State University online classes is measured by your active participation in course activities. Be sure to complete your course work as assigned to ensure you are recorded as attending the course. You must be consistently aware of the deadlines and meet those deadlines. This is NOT AN INDEPENDENT STUDY course, so you MUST work along at the pace set for the course.
Flexibility is possible only when advance arrangements are made and only when there is good reason  and documentation (e.g., documented illness, funeral, etc. with confidential information redacted when appropriate).  Emergency circumstances should be communicated to the instructor as soon as possible so adjustments can be considered, evaluated, and communicated.
__________________________________________________________
Title IX
Ball State University is committed to providing a safe and inclusive learning environment for all students. If you or someone you know has experienced sexual harassment—including sexual assault, dating violence, domestic violence, or stalking, please know that you are not alone. The University offers support services and resources. For more information or to report an incident, please visit bsu.edu/titleix or contact the Title IX Coordinator at 765-285-1545 or at titleix@bsu.edu   

As your instructor, I am a mandatory reporter under the Title IX policy and required to report any information I receive about possible sexual harassment. This includes information shared in class discussions, assignments, or private conversations.

What happens after I report? The Title IX Coordinator will email the person who experienced sexual harassment (complainant) and invite them to schedule a meeting. If the complainant chooses to meet with the Title IX Coordinator,
· Title IX Coordinator will offer supportive measures (e.g., counseling, extensions on deadlines, course-related adjustments, changes to work or class schedules, and/or referrals to campus offices), review the policy, and discuss options to move forward.
· If a complaint is filed by the complainant or the University, an investigation will begin following University policy.

University Grade Appeal Policy
If you believe you received a final course grade that does not reflect your performance due to fairness or a procedural issue, you have the right to file an appeal within 5 school days after final grades are posted by the Office of the Registrar. Review the University Grade Appeal Policy and Process.

Student Academic Ethics Policy
Honesty, trust, and personal responsibility are fundamental attributes of the university community. Academic dishonesty and other forms of academic misconduct threaten the foundation of an institution dedicated to the pursuit of knowledge and will not be tolerated. To maintain its credibility and reputation, and to equitably assign evaluations of scholastic and creative performance, Ball State University is committed to maintaining a climate that upholds and values the highest standards of academic integrity. Visit the VPAA’s academic integrity website (Students tab) for resources on understanding academic integrity, citing sources properly, and avoiding inadvertent academic dishonesty. To learn about BSU’s academic integrity expectations and students’ rights, please read the University Student Academic Ethics Policy. 
Academic integrity violations include giving or receiving an unfair academic advantage (cheating), presenting someone else’s ideas or work as your own (plagiarism), and falsifying academic records. Unless otherwise indicated, you must work independently by yourself. Check with me if you are unsure whether something constitutes academic dishonesty. Examples of academic integrity violations include but are not limited to:  
· Using resources not authorized by the faculty member (including devices, AI tools, hidden notes, and open books) 
· Using commercial study websites to find answers to graded assignments (Chegg, Course Hero, StudyPool, OneClass, etc.). 
· Without the instructor’s written permission, giving away, buying, or selling graded assignments class notes, exams, study guides, or other course materials to other students or to third-party vendors (Course Hero, Chegg, 24HourAnswers, etc.).
· Working with another person on any assignment other than authorized group projects. 
· Sharing or allowing others to access your files, whether done with permission or not. 
· Reusing your own work from another semester, course, or section. 
· Sharing answers with others during exams (passing notes, texting, whispering, gesturing) 
· Discussing exam questions and answers with students who have not taken the exam. 
· Soliciting others to complete work for you.
1. Except in those instances when students are engaged in collaborative efforts, it will be
	expected that students will complete and submit their own work. Ideas taken verbatim or
	paraphrased from other sources should be clearly acknowledged through the inclusion of
	appropriate reference notes. When in doubt regarding the appropriate way to handle a
	specific situation, students should consult with the course instructor. Instances of academic
	dishonesty will result in a failing grade for this course and, further, may lead to suspension
	from the University.

Course Content Ownership
As the course instructor, I retain the rights to all course content, including this syllabus. Students may not reproduce, distribute, or publicly post course materials without my permission. Students also may not record classes without explicit permission to do so. Selling or distributing course materials may violate the Ball State Code of Conduct and/or the Information Technology Users’ Privileges and Responsibilities Policy. Any violations will be referred to Dr. Mike Gillilan, Director of Student Rights and Community Standards.
Generative AI Statement:  No Use of Generative AI Permitted 
All work conducted and/or submitted in this course must be your own, completed in accordance with the Ball State University’s Student Academic Ethics Policy. You may not collaborate with or make use of ChatGPT, Google Gemini, Claude, or any other generative AI applications at any time to develop materials submitted in this course. This includes but is not limited to uses such as, brainstorming, asking for revisions, submitting an outline to be written into complete thoughts, asking for the answers to questions, or the creation of whole assignments. Note that many applications (e.g. Grammarly, Microsoft Word, Canva, OneNote, and Evernote) have AI built-in features such as text predictions and AutoComplete.  Text predictions, spell check, grammar check, and AutoComplete are permissible to use.  You may not use AI built-in features for rewriting, organizing, and/or summarizing information.

7. Student Support Services
The Learning Center
The Learning Center offers free Tutoring and Academic Coaching for many courses at Ball State. Students can make appointments for online (Zoom) or in-person (NQ 350) appointments. To make an appointment, visit myballstate.bsu.edu and click on “Navigate” in the Academic Tools section, or just go directly to bsu.navigate.eab.com. 

Testing accommodations for students with disabilities are available for students who have received the appropriate documentation from Disability Services. Tests may be administered in the Learning Center.   
Supplemental Instruction is available in select courses. If you have an SI leader for your course, that person will provide students with information the first week of school regarding weekly study sessions. For more information about Learning Center programming, visit bsu.edu/learningcenter or call 765-285-1006. Follow us on Instagram: BallStateLC. 
The Writing Center
All writers improve with practice and feedback, so as a student in this course, you are encouraged to use the Writing Center (in Robert Bell 295 during weekdays, Bracken Library First Floor West in the evenings, or online during any of our regularly scheduled hours) to get additional feedback on your writing. 
The Writing Center offers free planning, feedback, and accountability sessions (in person and online) to all students composing essays, reports, reflections, research projects, web content, lesson plans, slideshows, poster presentations, resumes, and other digital or print texts. To schedule a free appointment to discuss your writing, go to bsu.edu/writingcenter. Online and in-person appointments are available; however, plan ahead because appointments book quickly!
The Basic Needs Hub
If you are having difficulty affording enough food, do not have a safe and reliable place to sleep, and/or experiencing an emergency or crisis, help is available through the Basic Needs Hub. The Basic Needs Hub has information, resources, and provides individualized support to students.  To talk with a supportive staff member about your experience, receive one on one assistance, or learn more about resources, you can submit a Basic Needs Assistance Form. 

Cardinal Closet
The Student Action Team coordinates the Cardinal Closet. The Cardinal Closet is a place where Ball State community members can donate professional attire. Ball State students may "shop" in the Cardinal Closet for professional attire for interviews, job fairs, etc. -free of charge! https://bsu.campuslabs.com/engage/organization/SAT

The Counseling Center 
The Ball State University Counseling Center offers free and confidential services to all students. The Counseling Center is located in Lucina Hall, Room 320. To schedule an appointment, you can contact us at 765-285-1736. Ball State also offers a 24/7 Crisis Line, which can be reached at 765-285-HOPE (4673). The Crisis Line is a mental health resource for those who are struggling with any mental health concerns, including thoughts of self-harm and/or suicide. 
At the Ball State Counseling Center, we see students for a variety of reasons, some of which include homesickness, relationship concerns, anxiety, and depression. At your first appointment, you will work with a therapist to create a plan that will connect you with resources that best fit your needs. We assist students with getting connected to therapy at our Center as well as connecting students to self-help resources, other on-campus resources, and community-based resources. All Ball State students also have access to several on-demand, self-help resources through a variety of different platforms. All of these resources, including a direct link to our website, can be found here.
The Speaking Center  
The Speaking Center is a free resource available to all members of the BSU community wanting to improve their public speaking abilities. We offer personalized coaching designed to help you become a more confident and effective speaker. Our trained coaches provide constructive feedback and support throughout the entire speech preparation process, whether you are in the early stages of brainstorming ideas and organizing your thoughts, or you need to practice your delivery and refine your message.  

The Center is in the David Letterman Communication and Media Building, room 302. To schedule an appointment, please access us through your Navigate app or use this direct link to sign up for a time. Appointments are available both in person and on Zoom.  Appointments are available in person, on Zoom, and in virtual reality (VR) for those interested in practicing in an immersive speaking environment.

The Multicultural Center
The Multicultural Center aims to support Ball State University’s commitment to cultural diversity.
Our center’s goals in order to advance cultural diversity are to:

1. 	erve as a resource for the recruitment, retention, and enrichment of students of color
2. 	romote multicultural understanding through opportunities for cross-cultural connections
3. 	rovide programs and services to address the co-curricular needs of all students
4. 	elebrate the historical contributions of diverse groups

The Multicultural Center offers programs that educate the Ball State community about the unique
contributions of underrepresented student populations at the university. We also address the unique
needs and issues of students of color through initiatives that provide support and guidance throughout
the college experience. We celebrate the achievements of faculty, staff, and students in promoting
diversity and multiculturalism. Please visit https://www.bsu.edu/campuslife/multicultural-center for
additional information about programs and services.


Resources for Crises
For after-hours crisis/emergency services, call 911 or University Police @ 765-285-1111 to get immediate assistance. If you or someone you know needs to speak with someone about a mental health crisis (e.g., thoughts of suicide or self-harm, severe depression, panic attacks or anxiety attacks,etc.) contact the following resources:
1. National Suicide Prevention Hotline: 1-800-273-TALK
	http://suicidepreventionlifeline.org/
	chat feature available via web: https://suicidepreventionlifeline.org/chat/
1. Crisis Text Line: text “GO” to 741741
	http://www.crisistextline.org
1. National Domestic Violence Hotline: 1-800-799-7233
	http://www.thehotline.org/
1. RAINN: Rape, Abuse, Incest National Network: 1-800-656-4673
	Chat feature available via web: https://www.rainn.org/index.php
1. Trevor Project: 866-488-7386
	crisis support for GLBTQ people: http://www.thetrevorproject.org/
1. Veterans Crisis Line: 1-800-273-8255
	Chat and text options available via web: https://www.veteranscrisisline.net/
1. Meridian Health Services Crisis Line: 800-333-2647 or 765-286-1695 (For Local
Students)
	Delaware County and Muncie community mental health
	agency: https://www.meridianhs.org/Contact/
1. A Better Way Crisis Line: 800-347-1144 or 765-288-HELP (4357) (For Local
Students)
	Shelter and services for victims of domestic violence, transitional housing, advocacy
	for victims of sexual assault: http://abetterwaymuncie.org/crisis-line/

8. Canvas and Student Privacy
Canvas Accessibility
Canvas provides a user experience that is easy, simple, and intuitive. Special attention has been paid to making Canvas screen-readable. The Rich Content Editor encourages users to create accessible content pages (i.e. text formatting is accomplished using styles). Canvas is designed to allow limited customization of colors and schemes to be accessible for all users. The National Federation of the Blind granted Canvas the Gold Level Web Certification in 2010.
New for Summer 2026, additional accessibility tools are available to allow students access to alternative formats for course materials
Find more information by visiting the Canvas Voluntary Product Accessibility Template (VPAT), Getting Started with Panorama for Students, and Alternative Formats Guide.

FERPA and Privacy
As a student, your educational records are considered confidential. Under FERPA (Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act), your records are confidential and protected. Under most circumstances, your records will not be released without your written and signed consent. However, some directory information may be released to third parties without your prior consent unless a written request to restrict this is on file. You can learn more about student rights to privacy by reading Ball State's FERPA and Privacy and Protection. 

Plagiarism Detection 
The campus subscribes to Turnitin, a plagiarism prevention service, through Canvas. You may need to submit written assignments to Turnitin. Student work will be used for plagiarism detection and for no other purpose. The student may indicate in writing to the instructor that he/she refuses to participate in the plagiarism detection process, in which case the instructor can use other electronic means to verify the originality of their work.   
9. Course Expectations and Policies
Course Participation and Professionalism Expectations

· Attendance: Attendance in Ball State University online, asynchronous classes is measured by your active participation in course activities. Be sure to complete your course work as assigned to ensure you are recorded as attending the course. You must be consistently aware of the deadlines and meet those deadlines. This is NOT AN INDEPENDENT STUDY course, so you MUST work along at the pace set for the course.

· Participation and Timelines:  You are expected to thoughtfully participate in all aspects of class. Your regular participation and timelines/due dates are important to your academic success and affect the overall class community’s ability to effectively communicate.  In online courses, this takes the form of individual completion of journals, projects, assignments and discussion via forums, chat, and other electronic means provided. 

· Engagement: You are expected to engage in meaningful, respectful learning experiences. This requires an acceptance of others who may hold different beliefs than you.

· Communication: You, as teachers, are expected to effectively communicate, both in asynchronous conversations and synchronous conversations (via phone, Zoom, etc.) if needed.  Teachers are models of written and oral Mainstream American English.  You are required to use Mainstream American English in your writing and speaking.  This includes clearly and appropriately expressing your opinion online, emailing the instructor and your classmates as necessary, replying to emails in a timely manner, and regularly checking and reading Canvas messages and announcements.  All communication should be on-topic and respectful of others, including, but not limited to, communication done via discussion boards.

Contact Information
Canvas will be used as our Classroom Management System in which assignments will be submitted and grades will be posted.
The best way to contact me is through email. Please check our Canvas Course Announcements and your BSU email account regularly, as that is how I will contact you with important information.  You may want to have your campus email forwarded to another account you check regularly.  Be sure to use professional correspondence practice sand include the following in your email correspondences:
· Use professional greetings (e.g., Dear Mrs. Leitze) and closures (e.g., Sincerely, Thanks, etc.).
· Be specific, clear, polite, and professional in your correspondence.

Please be sure to set your Notifications on Canvas so that you immediately receive notifications of Announcements, Conversations/Messages, and Submission Comments via Canvas Inbox.  You can modify your notification preferences in canvas by going to “Account” on the upper left-hand side  Notifications  Click on icons across from each category to modify how often you receive notifications. Select “immediately” for the notifications mentioned above in red.

Late Assignment Policy
· You are responsible for submitting all assignments by the announced due date. In order for assignments to be effective in guiding discussions and learning, they are to be completed on time. Assignments turned in late will have 20 percent deducted for each day after the due date and time. 
· **Assignments are considered late beginning with a 1 minute late submission (based on Canvas time). If an assignment is due at 11:59 p.m., a late submission deduction will be taken if submitted at 12:00 a.m. and after. Flexibility is possible only when advance arrangements are made and only when there is good reason (e.g., documented illness).
· Internet connectivity and technical issues may occur and impede you from turning in work on time. Turn in work early and often, and set up a back-up plan, such as visiting a local library or borrowing a peer's computer. 
· Canvas will not accept assignments for grading after 11:59 pm EST/EDT on the final day of class.

EXCEPTIONS: The Midterm and Final Exam MUST be completed by 11:59pm on the designated due date. Completion after 11:59pm on the designated due date will be assigned a grade of 0.

Dispositions Assessment System 
Becoming an effective teacher includes demonstrating professional dispositions, which include attitudes, habits of action, and commitments that foster student learning and assist in elevating the education profession, as well as in interacting with families, community members, and colleagues. The Ball State Disposition Assessment System is a systematic, consistent approach to assessing and supporting teacher candidates’ disposition growth throughout their preparation. This system has two components: (1) a disposition rubric system, and (2) a disposition alert system, which provide opportunities for deliberate feedback and guidance regarding teacher candidates’ disposition development. Information about the rubric, procedures, and alert policy are available on the OTES webpage.  

BSU’s Conceptual Framework Professional Education
This course and all courses in the Department of Elementary Education follow the Conceptual Framework for Professional Education.

Expertise: Instruction of pedagogy and pedagogical content knowledge, knowledge of
developmental characteristics of learners and of learning, and knowledge of the purposes and
ends of education, target the development of expertise required for classroom teachers. Growth
in these central concepts is reflected as candidates share expertise while maintaining the
understanding that becoming a true expert is a lifelong endeavor.

Engagement: Meaning is constructed and learning takes place as candidates participate and
interact in active learning with each other, objects and ideas. Instructional strategies are modeled
and practiced to engage learners, reflecting understanding of best practice and the role of the
educator in the construction of knowledge.

Context: Candidates develop deeper understandings of child/youth development in literacy with
appreciation for intellectual, social and cultural settings that may differ from their own. They
become active producers of their own development and active agents in the construction of
meaning in their own learning environments.

Rubrics
All rubrics used for evaluating assignments are available in CORE or Canvas.

10. Course Schedule
To support a learning experience that is responsive to the needs, interests, and pace of our class community, the course schedule may shift over the semester. I encourage you to check Canvas regularly for updates and contact me if you have any questions.

11. Standards
InTASC Principles
https://learning.ccsso.org/intasc-model-core-teaching-standards-and-learning-progressions-for-teachers

STANDARD 1: LEARNER DEVELOPMENT
The teacher understands how learners grow and develop, recognizing that patterns of learning and development vary individually within and across the cognitive, linguistic, social, emotional, and physical areas, and designs and implements developmentally appropriate and challenging learning experiences.

STANDARD 2: LEARNING DIFFERENCES
The teacher uses understanding of individual differences and diverse cultures and communities to ensure inclusive learning environments that enable each learner to meet high standards.

STANDARD 3: LEARNING ENVIRONMENTS
The teacher works with others to create environments that support individual and collaborative learning, and that encourage positive social interaction, active engagement in learning, and self-motivation.

STANDARD 4: CONTENT KNOWLEDGE
The teacher understands the central concepts, tools of inquiry, and structures of the discipline(s) he or she teacher and creates learning experiences that make the discipline accessible and meaningful for learners to assure mastery of the content.

STANDARD 5: APPLICATION OF CONTENT
The teacher understands how to connect concepts and use differing perspectives to engage learners in critical thinking, creativity, and collaborative problem solving related to authentic local and global issues.

STANDARD 6: ASSESSMENT
The teacher understands and uses multiple methods of assessment to engage learners in their own growth, to monitor learner progress, and to guide the teacher’s and learner’s decision making.

STANDARD 7: PLANNING FOR INSTRUCTION
The teacher plans instruction that supports every student in meeting rigorous learning goals by drawing upon knowledge of content areas, curriculum, cross-disciplinary skills, and pedagogy, as well as knowledge of learners and the community context.

STANDARD 8: INSTRUCTIONAL STRATEGIES
The teacher understands and uses a variety of instructional strategies to encourage learners to develop deep understanding of content areas and their connections, and to build skills to apply knowledge in meaningful ways.

STANDARD 9: PROFESSIONAL LEARNING AND ETHICAL PRACTICE
The teacher engages in ongoing professional learning and uses evidence to continually evaluate his/her practice, particularly the effects of his/her choices and actions on others (learners, families, other professionals, and the community), and adapts practice to meet the needs of each learner.

STANDARD 10: LEADERSHIP AND COLLABORATION
The teacher seeks appropriate leadership roles and opportunities to take responsibility for student learning, to collaborate with learners, families, colleagues, other school professionals, and community members to ensure learner growth, and to advance the profession.


12. Subject to Change Statement
This syllabus is subject to change in the event of extenuating circumstances.


 
