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COURSE TITLE: Advanced Clinical Pharmacology
COURSE NUMBER: NUR 638

COURSE CREDIT: 3 credit hours
PREREQUISITES: None
CO-REQUISITES: None

FACULTY:
Name: Email: Jennifer Schneider Davis
Phone: 765 749-8624
Email: jsdavis2@bsu.edu
Office Hours: by appointment and W/R by phone 5 pm - 7:30 pm
Office Hours: (Eastern Standard Time)

COURSE DESCRIPTION: Provides principles of advanced pharmacology based on pharmacotherapeutics, pharmacokinetics, pharmacodynamics and pharmacogenetics of broad categories of drugs. Emphasizes pharmacological management of clients across the lifespan in diverse settings.
COURSE RATIONALE: Pharmacology is part of the advanced nursing practice core curriculum and is essential for clinical practice. Emphasis is on pharmacotherapeutics, pharmacodynamics, and pharmacokinetics; as well as the professional role of the advanced practice nurse in relation to prescriptive authority.
COURSE OUTCOMES:
1. Applies knowledge of pharmacotherapeutics to the prescription of medications in the advanced practice role (Master’s essentials 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10; Program outcomes 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9).  
2. Synthesizes knowledge of pathophysiology, symptomatology, and indications for prescription of medications for clients across the lifespan (Master’s essentials 1, 2, 3, 4, 5; Program outcomes 2, 3, 4, 6, 7, 8).  
3. Evaluates effectiveness of prescribed therapies based on client response and laboratory parameters (Master’s essentials 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 8, 10; Program outcomes 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9).  
4. Analyzes the role of the advanced practice registered nurse in relation to prescriptive authority based on economics, ethics, state, and federal laws (Master’s essentials 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10; Program outcomes 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9). 
5. Integrates and applies principles of health promotion and pharmacological therapeutics in the evaluation of client, culture, and community in the advanced practice role (Master’s essentials 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9 10; Program outcomes 1, 2, 3, 4, 6, 7, 8, 9). 
6. Applies research and the nursing process to pharmacological practice. (Master’s essentials 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 10; Program outcomes 2, 3, 6, 8, 9).  

GRADUATE PROGRAM OUTCOMES:
1. Improve advanced nursing practice using competencies within the four spheres of nursing care and across the lifespan.
2. Adapt advanced nursing knowledge and competencies to solve emerging healthcare issues in the profession, healthcare, education, and the community.
3. Translate research and data into practice to enhance population health, education, and healthcare systems outcomes.
4.  Lead interprofessional teams to analyze clinical, organization, business, and policy issues affecting health care, population health, and vulnerable populations.
5.  Engage interprofessional teams to develop new solutions to healthcare problems affecting individuals, groups, and populations across the lifespan.
6.  Interpret economics of planning, management, and administration of healthcare delivery, programs/projects, and organizations.
7. Utilize information systems and technology to enhance quality and safety during patient care, education, and communication.
8. Collaborate with interprofessional teams to develop systems that enhance access to healthcare by diverse and vulnerable populations.
9. Appraise clinical practice, research, policy, health care, and education systems using principles of evidence-based practice, data science, business, and healthcare finance.
10. Advance growth of the profession as a nurse leader, educator, clinical scholar, community member and lifelong learner.

AMERICAN ASSOCIATION OF COLLEGES OF NURSING –ESSENTIALS introduces the 10 domains representing the essence of professional nursing.
1. Knowledge for Nursing Practice
2. Person-Centered Care
3. Population Health
4. Scholarship for the Nursing Discipline
5. Quality and Safety
6. Interprofessional Partnerships
7. Systems-Based Practice
8.  Informatics and Healthcare Technologies
9. Professionalism
10. Personal, Professional, and Leadership Development
COURSE TOPICS:
Module 1 Foundations of Pharmacology
Module 2 Special Considerations
Module 3 Antibiotics/Antifungals/Antivirals/Derm/Eye
Module 4 Respiratory 
Module 5 Cardiovascular
Module 6 Heme/Immune/Viral
Module 7 Reproductive Health/Renal
Module 8 GI/Diabetes/Thyroid/Obesity
Module 9 Psychiatric/Controlled Substances/Pain Management/Ortho/Neuro
TEACHING STRATEGIES: This is an online course that utilizes self-directed learning using web-based discussions, written work, case studies, quizzes, and exams.   
TEXTS:
American Psychological Association. (2020). Publication manual of the American Psychological Association. (7th ed.).  American Psychological Association. 

Woo, T. M., & Wright. W. L. (2024). Pharmacotherapeutics for Advanced Practice Nurse Practitioners. (6th ed.). Davis. 

GRADING POLICIES: Grades are private and available only on Canvas. Communication with the instructor is to be conducted via your BSU email. All assignments are expected to be submitted by the due date. No late work is accepted unless discussed with the instructor before the due date. You must turn in all assignments to pass this course. 
GRADING SCALE:
A 93-100, A- 90-92.9, B+ 86-89.9, B 83-85.9 (minimum grade for NUR courses), B- 80-82.9, C+ 78-79.9, C 75-77.9, F 74 and less.
NOTE: Students must earn a grade of 83% or higher to pass the course.
COURSE GRADING:
	ASSIGNMENT 
	POINTS OR % 
	TOTAL POINTS OR % 

	Verification of Syllabus
	2 points
	2 points

	Introduction
	3 points
	3 points

	Health Compliance Clearance
	20 points
	20 points

	9 Discussion Board postings, 25 points 
	25 points
	225 points

	9 Individual Response Posts, 10 points
	10 points 
	90 points

	3 Quizzes 20 questions = 20 points

	20 points
	60 points

	3 Exams 50 questions = 100 points
	100 points
	300 points


	 
	TOTAL POINTS POSSIBLE  
	  700 points


Table 2
EXAM POLICIES: Exam dates and content are listed on the course schedule. We will be using Respondus Monitor to take the quizzes and exams. 
All quizzes and exams are due by the designated due date. No late quizzes or exams are allowed. 
Open-book online exams: 
Open-book online exams are designed to assess your ability to apply, analyze, and interpret course material, not just simply locate the information. While you may reference the course textbook and your notes during the exam, all work submitted must be your own work. By completing the online exams, you are affirming your commitment to the following:
-You will not receive assistance from or collaborate with others in any form.
-You may use your textbook and paper notes for this exam. 
-You will not use any other computers, computer group chats, other group chats, discussion boards, AI tools, no headphones, earbuds, phones, or outside resources beyond the permitted materials.
-You will not share the content of the exams before, during or after the exam.
-You understand that your exam responses may be reviewed for originality and consistency with program policies. Violations of this academic integrity policy may result in disciplinary action, including failing the exam or in the course, and possible referral to the academic conduct committee. By beginning the online open-book exams, you acknowledge and accept these conditions. 

Online closed exams: 
Online closed exams (not open-book) are designed to assess your knowledge and ability to analyze, think critically, and apply the material you have learned in each module. You CANNOT use any reference material in these examinations. No textbooks, course materials, notes, phones, computers, no use of headphones, or other AI devices are to be used during your exam. All work submitted must be your own work. By completing the online exams, you are affirming your commitment to the following:
-You will not receive assistance from or collaborate with others in any form.
-You will not use group chats, discussion boards, AI tools, or outside resources.
-You will not use headphones, earbuds, phones, or other computer assistance during this exam. 
-You will not share the content of the exams before, during or after the exam.
-You understand that your exam responses may be reviewed for originality and consistency with program policies. Violations of this academic integrity policy may result in disciplinary action, including failing the exam or in the course, and possible referral to the academic conduct committee. By beginning the online exams, you acknowledge and accept these conditions. 
Respondus Monitor Basic Information
This course utilizes Respondus Monitor, which works in conjunction with the LockDown Browser and a webcam to record and analyze the student exam session. The webcam can be built into your computer or can be the type that plugs in with a USB cable. Watch this short video to get a basic understanding of LockDown Browser and the webcam feature. A student Quick Start Guide  in PDF format is also available. 
Respondus Lockdown Browser
Before taking an exam that utilizes Respondus Monitor, students will need to download and install LockDown Browser from this link
Student Technology Check List
To ensure LockDown Browser and the webcam are set up properly, do the following:
· Start LockDown Browser, log into Canvas, and select your course.
· Locate and select the Help Center button on the LockDown Browser toolbar, at the top of the screen. 
· Run the Webcam Check and, if necessary, resolve any issues.
· Run the System & Network Check. If a problem is indicated, click the Knowledge Base link while in the Help Center.      
· Exit the Help Center
· If you have any questions or technical issues, contact the Technology HelpDesk at Help Desk or by calling 765-285-1517 and selecting the Canvas Support option.
Student Guidelines
When taking an online exam that requires LockDown Browser and a webcam, remember the following guidelines:
· Ensure you're in a location where you won't be interrupted.
· Turn off all other devices (e.g. tablets, phones, second computers) and place them outside of your reach.
· Before starting the test, know how much time is available for it, and that you’ve allotted sufficient time to complete it. 
· You must provide an ID 
· You must perform a check of your surroundings
· Remain at your computer for the duration of the test.
· If the computer or networking environment is different than what was used previously with the Webcam Check and System & Network Check in LockDown Browser, run the checks again prior to starting the test.
· To produce a good webcam video, do the following:
· Avoid wearing baseball caps or hats with brims.
· No not wear headphones, earbuds, or any type of headwear.
· Ensure your computer or tablet is on a firm surface (a desk or table). Do NOT have the computer on your lap, a bed or other surface where the device (or you) are likely to move.
· If using a built-in webcam, avoid tilting the screen after the webcam setup is complete.
· Take the exam in a well-lit room and avoid backlighting, such as sitting with your back to a window.
· Remember that LockDown Browser will prevent you from accessing other websites or applications; you will be unable to exit the test until all questions are completed and submitted.
Accessing your Exam using Respondus LockDown Browser
When you are ready to begin your exam you’ll need to launch the Respondus LockDown Browser program that was installed.  The icon will look like a lock and will be labeled LockDown Browser.
[image: ]
Once you’ve launched the program it will take you to a BSU login page.  After logging in you’ll be taken to Canvas.  From there you need to find your course and exam.  When you are ready to start your exam press the red Take the Quiz button to start.  The program will then bring up a list of instructions and guidelines for you to follow.  After you’ve completed all those steps you will start your exam.
*Before you begin your exam, you must also complete a full 360-degree video of your surroundings within the Respondus Monitor Exam. This should include your desk, lap, and room to ensure that your surroundings are adequate for your exam. 
Other exam information:
A student who scores less than 83% on an exam should schedule to meet via telephone with faculty for discussion of study skills and methods to improve exam scores. Meeting this expectation is the student’s responsibility.  Without previous arrangements, a grade of zero will be given for any exam not completed within the scheduled testing period. 
It is highly recommended that students take their exam during the business hours of the school; 8 AM-5 PM (EST) fall and spring semesters, 7:30 AM-4 PM (EST) summer semester so that if connection or access problems occur the proctor/student can contact the SITC. It is the student’s responsibility to understand the policies regarding exam testing and the test taking/review process. Any questions about the process should be addressed with the course faculty a minimum of 72 hours before the student takes the test.  
Exams and individual exam questions are NOT to be printed or copied in any way.  You are not to have any books, notes, electronic devices, or writing paraphernalia in the room when taking the exam or review.  
Be aware that, while a wireless connection can be used, a direct connection is preferred and if connection is lost during the exam using wireless you will either receive the recorded score at the point the connection was lost or receive a zero.
There is no curving or rounding of scores. Individual nursing classes may have additional examination policies and will be found in the individual course syllabi.
The sole purpose of the exams in NUR 638 is to evaluate student learning.  Because it is too easy for information shared via emails to be disseminated to many other persons, faculty in NUR 638 will not participate in emails from students regarding exam questions, exam correct answers or other exam related content.  By emailing information about examination questions to and from students, the integrity of the exam is violated.  Be assured that all exam questions have been reviewed for content, appropriateness, validity, and correctness.   If you feel that a test question was marked incorrectly, please email your course instructor and ask that it be checked.  
ONLINE RESOURCES: BSU network account for email and Canvas Learning System Access
SOFTWARE: Microsoft Office and Canvas. Become familiar with the course interface before the semester begins and seek help if necessary. BSU provides resources to assist students.
TECHNICAL INFORMATION: If you have any issues with your course(s), or related technology, please contact the Nursing Simulation and Information Technology Center (NSITC) directly at 765-285-5584 5584 (Monday - Friday 8:00 AM - 5:00 PM Eastern Time during academic year and Monday - Friday 7:30 AM - 4:00 PM Eastern Time during Summer Session).
If you have problems with Canvas between the hours of 5:00 PM and 8:00 AM or on weekends, you can contact the University Technology Support (UTS) Helpdesk 765-285-1517 select prompt 2 (24 hours daily) or by email at helpdesk@bsu.edu. Do not contact the UTS Helpdesk between the hours of 8:00 AM to 5:00 PM Monday through Friday unless instructed by the NSITC.
COURSE POLICIES: 
Health Clearance Compliance Policy: Students must submit all health clearance compliance items to American Data Bank by the required dates. All students will receive 20 points for being in complete compliance by the beginning of the semester. Students will lose 4 points from the 20 points for every week that they are not in compliance with the required health clearance items in the American Data Bank. If students are not in compliance after week 5, they will lose all 20 points and may need to withdraw from the course.
EXPECTATIONS for WRITTEN WORK:
1. Students are expected to demonstrate graduate-level writing skills in all discussion postings (group or individual) and scholarly papers.
2. When composing a discussion assignment, use your own words. Do not use AI or directly cut and paste from another source; instead, paraphrase and use appropriate APA citations.
3. Support your work by referencing scholarly, peer-reviewed journals, books, and/or textbooks that are within the last 5 years.
4. Direct quotes ARE NOT TO BE USED. 
5. Use correct grammar, spelling and APA format (7th edition).
Links from the library website to assist with APA process. 
Library Guides
BSU Library Guides

Attendance: Attendance in Ball State University online classes is measured by your active participation in course activities at least once each week. Be sure to complete your coursework as assigned to ensure you are recorded as attending the course.
Participation and Timeliness: Your regular participation and timeliness are important to your academic success. In online courses, this takes the form of participation in discussion via forums, chat, and other electronic means provided.
As this is an online course, it is up to every student to stay on track and not fall behind. You must be self-motivated and disciplined to meet all due dates. Developing a routine is essential. All assignments are expected to be submitted by a specific time and date. Refer to the course calendar for assignment due dates. All assignments must be completed to pass this course.
Classroom (or Online) Conduct: Students should observe proper "netiquette." Treat fellow classmates and faculty with respect, even if you strongly disagree with their postings. There is room for all opinions in our forum--we are here to share and learn, together. Always be professional.
The Disability Services Office: 
We are committed to ensuring that all members of the community are welcome, through valuing the various experiences and worldviews represented at Ball State and among those we serve. We promote a culture of respect and civil discourse.
If you need course adaptations or accommodations because of a disability, please contact the instructor of record as soon as possible. Ball State's Disability Services office coordinates services for students with disabilities; documentation of a disability needs to be on file in that office before any accommodations can be provided. Disability Services can be contacted at 765-285-5293 or dsd@bsu.edu.
Academic Integrity: Students are expected to adhere to University guidelines titled Student Academic Ethics Policy as presented on the Office of the Vice Provost for Academic Affairs Website, https://www.bsu.edu/about/administrativeoffices/vice-provost/student-services/academic-integrity, and the BS-DNP Program Handbook.
NOTE: Any evidence of academic dishonesty will follow the university policies and may result in a “zero” grade and/or other resolutions for the assignment (e.g., test, quiz, paper, Canvas discussions, care plans, pre-class and in-class assignments, etc.).
Academic Assessments: Students are required to participate in course assessment activities. Students are also requested to complete course, clinical, and faculty evaluations at the end of the semester. At the end of the program, students will complete an exit program survey.
STUDENT SUCCESS SERVICES:
Director: Nick Atlas, Director of Student Services, College of Health
HB 214, 765-285-4140, Nickolas.atlas@bsu.edu

Programs and Services: 
Visit Programs and Services for a list of programs and services to support and engage students at Ball State. The number one concern of the Ball State Counseling Center is the health and mental health of the Ball State community. The Counseling Center offers both in-person and telehealth appointments. Visit the Counseling Center for more information. The Cardinal Kitchen is Ball State University's campus food pantry. The pantry is located in the lower level of the Student Center, Room L-27 and is available for use to all undergraduate and graduate students.
The Writing Center: All writers improve with practice and feedback, so as a student in this course, you are encouraged to use the Writing Center (in Robert Bell 295, Bracken Library, or online) to get additional feedback on your writing. To schedule a free appointment to discuss your writing, go to www.bsu.edu/writingcenter. Online and in-person appointments are available seven days a week; however, plan ahead because appointments book quickly!
WITHDRAWAL DATE: Course Withdrawal Period ends per BSU.edu/Calendar.
Student initiated course withdrawal during the withdrawal period will be accepted and recorded as a “W” if the student is passing the course. (If a student has failed a clinical competency or failed clinically the student will a grade of “F.”)
An Incomplete grade (I) will be given for extenuating circumstances only. The reason is usually related to an illness, not excessive work demands. An I grade is given for a student who has to complete one paper, or one similar work. Written documentation is required to justify the Incomplete (I) grade.
University cannot guarantee that any student will pass a course or certification exam. Your success will be determined by factors beyond the instruction you receive in the classroom including your test-taking skills, your satisfactory completion of clinical and, your willingness to read/study outside of class. Certification questions are generated from a variety of textbooks, references, and databases; therefore, a thorough understanding of the subject matter according to assigned readings for this program is required.
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