HIST 372: AFRICA SINCE 1500
Spring 2026 Tuesdays and Thursdays 11 am to 12:15 pm 
Dr. Jessica Reuther

HIST 372: Africa since 1500 [DRAFT SYLLABUS 12/9/25]
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Office Burkhardt Building 219A
Office phone: (765) 285-8629
Email: jcreuther@bsu.edu

Office drop in hours Spring 2026: 
Wednesdays 10:30 am to noon, Thursdays 9-10 am & by appointment (in person or virtual)
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“Portrait of Chief Justin Aho surrounded by his wives”
Autochrome taken by Fréderic Gadmer on 8 March 1930 in Abomey, Dahomey (modern-day Republic of Bénin) from the Archives of the Planet collection at the Albert Kahn Museum in Boulogne-Billancourt, France

COURSE DESCRIPTION
“Africa Since 1500” is a survey style course that enhances students’ understanding of all regions of sub-Saharan Africa from approximately 1500 to the present.  It addresses Africa’s increased involvement in the world economy, the expansion of Islam and Christianity, slave trading (trans-Atlantic, trans-Saharan, Indian Ocean, and internal to Africa) and its abolition, European conquest and colonization, the creation of independent nation-states, and contemporary issues faced by postcolonial African nation-states. 

This course will combine lectures and readings that give an overarching view of the African continent in a sweeping narrative format with discussions and readings that focus more narrowly on a specific region, individuals, societies, or groups. This combination is intended to give students a larger context to understand the diversity contained within Africa.

OBJECTIVES
In this course students will: 
· understand Africa’s role in world historical phenomena in the early modern, modern, and contemporary eras 
· recount the major events within the continent’s history
· appreciate the cultural, social, economic, religious, intellectual, and political diversity of the continent
· read primary documents (visual, material, and textual) and secondary sources analytically
· develop critical thinking and writing skills to formulate informed points of view that rely on primary evidence to support Afrocentric arguments
· analyze primary sources through synthesizing material learned in lectures, reading assigned materials, and conducting independent research
· express informed opinions on the historic evolution of contemporary issues
· critique the stereotypical tropes and rhetoric about Africa as presented in media 

COURSE MATERIALS (REQUIRED)
Textbooks:
Harms, Robert. Africa in Global History with Sources. New York: W.W. Norton and Company, 2018
Primary and literary sources: (They appear in the order that they will be read.)
Getz, Trevor R., and Liz Clarke. Abina and the Important Men: A Graphic History. 3rd ed. Oxford: 	Oxford University Press, 2023.

Journal articles, book chapters and other assigned materials will be available in PDF form or accessible through a hyperlink on the course’s Canvas site.    

COURSE REQUIREMENTS AND ASSIGNMENTS
Engagement, Participation, and In class Activities			15%	
Primary Source Analyses (in-class and take home) 			20%
Mid-term exam							15%
Abina Essay/ Creative Project						15%
Africans and Their Histories Project					20%
Final exam (Friday, December 13, 2024, 9:45 am to 11:45 am)	15%

The descriptions below are brief summaries of assignments for further detail and assignment due dates consult the assignment sheets or study guide for each. These are posted on Canvas and may include a grading rubric that students should carefully read prior to composing their essay or designing their creative project. 

ENGAGEMENT, PARTICIPATION, AND IN CLASS ACTIVITIES (15% OF TOTAL GRADE): Attendance and participation is compulsory.  You are expected to come to class prepared to discuss the assigned readings for the day and having completed all assignments in a timely manner as assigned. If you are repeatedly unprepared and cannot fully participate, your grade will be affected. 

Absences should be kept to a minimum. You are responsible for any material that you miss during an absence.  Your engagement grade will be adversely affected by frequent absences including repeated late arrivals or early departures. After 2 absences (i.e. 1 week of class time), your grade will decrease by one letter grade per absence (i.e. for absence #3, your grade decreases from an A to an A-). It is up to the discretion of the professor if an individual student’s performance when in class offsets any absences.  (If you are actively engaged in the course most days, you may be given a grace absence where a third absence is not deducted from grade.)

There are a variety of circumstances that the university has outlined policies that allow for additional excused absences including bereavement leave, jury duty, athletic events, parental leave, etc. The instructor will follow all of these policies. If your absence is excused by a campus group or other authority, please e-mail the documentation to me with “HIST 372 excused absence (with date included)” in the subject line.

We will frequently start the larger assignments with an in-class activity to get you rolling on things like primary source analyses etc. If the activity does not fall under one of the below categories it will be included in this category.

PRIMARY SOURCE ANALYSES AND ACTIVITIES (20%): These activities assist you in further developing the following skills: 
· develop critical thinking and writing skills to formulate informed points of view that rely on primary evidence to support Afrocentric arguments
· analyze primary sources through synthesizing material learned in lectures, reading assigned materials, and conducting independent research
· critique the stereotypical tropes and rhetoric about Africa as presented in media 

You will view, read, and listen to primary documents visual, material, textual and auidio and then rely on secondary and tertiary sources (lectures and textbook) to analyze them.

Many of these will be either completed fully in class or discussed in class – missing class discussions and activities cannot be fully replicated outside of this collaborative environment.  Sometimes your grade will be a participation grade based on your in-class performance rather than a written submission. Other times it will be participation in a discussion board on Canvas or a group submission in-class or on Canvas. See Canvas Modules for more specifics regarding each analysis. Primary sources are listed on the course schedule in the assigned readings section. 

ABINA ANALYSIS (15%): As a class we will read and discuss the graphic history and the primary source documents included in Abina and the Important Men.

AFRICANS AND THEIR HISTORIES PROJECT (20%): Students will write brief social biographies of individuals or groups to illustrate that In the 20th Century Africa was involved in all major global events and, similarly, African events had global impact. Students will start from selecting subjects from a curated list of primary sources that the professor has developed. Students will format these social biographies in a public facing way that educates their peers and other audiences about an individual and the events that they lived through in African and global contexts. This may take the format of a poster, a series of social media stories/ reels, etc. 

EXAMS (30%):
This course has two exams: 1) mid-term and 2) final exam. The format of each will be a combination of short identification of key terms, short answer, document analysis questions, and essays. These questions will test your level of mastery of the following course objectives: 
· understand Africa’s role in world historical phenomena in the early modern, modern, and contemporary eras 
· recount the major events within the continent’s history 
· appreciate the cultural, social, economic, religious, intellectual, and political diversity of the continent
Students should rely on the weekly module learning guides as review sheets. The professor will also announce a detailed description of the format prior to the exam. It will tell you how many of each type question the exam contains and include an example of a strong short ID. 

Mid-term exam (10% of total grade): This exam will cover weeks 1 through 6. This exam is designed to test your mastery and retention over the material covered to that point in the class. Students are encouraged to refer to the questions posed in lecture and posted on slides as well as the “Chapter Review” sections at the end of each chapter in Harms. Pay particular attention to key terms and study questions that are specifically addressed in course lectures, class discussions, or included on Module Learning Guides.  
Final Exam (15% of total grade):  This exam will focus on the material covered in weeks 7 through 16. It will however also have elements that are overarching and cumulative in nature. In addition to the types of questions that students have seen on the mid-term (key terms, map exercises, short answer, and document analysis questions), this exam will also have required essays. These essays will 1) engage the major historiographical problems and debates in African history and 2) require critical reflection and synthesis of large amounts of course material. 

GRADE SCALE
100-93% 	A
92-90 		A-  
89-87 		B+
86-83		B
82-80		B-
79-77		C+
76-73		C
72-70		C-
69-67		D+
66-63		D
62-60		D-
59 and below	F

Any deviations or adjustments to this scale will exclusively be to the benefit of all students in the class.  							

STATEMENT ON THE IMPORTANCE OF DIVERSITY AND INCLUSION
Ball State University aspires to be a university that attracts and retains a diverse faculty, staff, and student body. We are committed to ensuring that all members of the community are welcome, through valuing the various experiences and worldviews represented at Ball State and among those we serve. We promote a culture of respect and civil discourse as expressed in our Beneficence Pledge and through university resources found here.
BSU STUDENT SUPPORT SERVICES
Disability Services: If you need course adaptations or accommodations because of a disability, please contact the instructor of record as soon as possible. Ball State's Disability Services office coordinates services for students with disabilities; documentation of a disability needs to be on file in that office before any accommodations can be provided. Disability Services can be contacted at 765-285-5293 or dsd@bsu.edu. 
The Writing Center: If you need course adaptations or accommodations because of a disability, please contact the instructor of record as soon as possible. Ball State's Disability Services office coordinates services for students with disabilities; documentation of a disability needs to be on file in that office before any accommodations can be provided. Disability Services can be contacted at 765-285-5293 or dsd@bsu.edu. 
The Learning Center:  The Learning Center offers free Tutoring and Academic Coaching for many courses at Ball State. Students can make appointments for online (Zoom) or in-person (NQ 350) appointments.   
To make an appointment, visit my.bsu.edu and click on “Navigate” in the Additional Tools section, or just go directly to https://bsu.navigate.eab.com.
Testing accommodations for students with disabilities are available for students who have received the appropriate documentation from Disability Services.  Tests may be administered in the Learning Center.  
Supplemental Instruction is available in select courses.  If you have an SI leader for your course, that person will provide students with information the first week of school regarding weekly study sessions.
For more information about all of our programming, visit bsu.edu/learningcenter or call 765-285-1006. Follow us on Instagram: BallStateLC.
The Basic Needs Hub
If you are having difficulty affording enough food, do not have a safe and reliable place to sleep, and/or experiencing an emergency or crisis, help is available through the Basic Needs Hub.  The Basic Needs Hub has information, resources, and provides individualized support to students.  To talk with a supportive staff member about your experience, receive one on one assistance, or learn more about resources, you can submit a Basic Needs Assistance Form. 
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