Opera Chorus - MUSC 356

Syllabus, Fall 2025
Instructor/Chorus Master: Opera Director: Music Director/Vocal Coach:
Dr. Kerry Glann Dr. Jon Truitt Dr. Cara Chowning
MI 126 MU 207A/302 MI 127
kglann@bsu.edu jstruitt@bsu.edu clchowning@bsu.edu
765-285-5496 (office) 765-285-5563 (office) 765-285-5404 (office)

Graduate Assistants: tba

Music Rehearsals: Wednesday, 6:00-8:00, MU 123
All music must be memorized for staging rehearsals and performance. Memorization deadlines will be
announced and may be assessed in person or via recorded submission.

Required Materials: assigned scores posted on Canvas or purchased by the student.
This semester’s opera production is L’elisir d’‘amore (The Elixir of Love) by Gaetano Donizetti.

Tech/Dress Rehearsal and Performance Schedule:
Attendance at all events listed below is required to pass the course. Exact call times will be announced.

Sitzprobes TBA 2:00-4:45 (exact times TBA)
November 16 Tech Rehearsal 5:00 pm - end

November 17 Tech Rehearsal 5:00 pm - end

November 18 Tech Rehearsal 5:00 pm - end

November 19 DARK - no rehearsal (evening load-in TBA)
November 20 Dress Rehearsal 5:00 pm - end

November 21 Dress Rehearsal 5:00 pm - end

November 22 Performance 7:30 pm (6:00 call)
November 23 Performance 3:00 pm (1:30 call)

(strike following; all required to participate until released)

You will also be called upon to assist with technical work at various times throughout the semester.
All chorus members are expected to work at least one of these sessions. Costume fittings will often be
outside of class time. Please respond promptly to communication about these production aspects.

Course Description and Objectives:
Opera Chorus serves as the singing ensemble for staged and concert opera performances. Students are
admitted to the course by audition or permission of the instructors. Students must demonstrate at
least basic vocal and musicianship skills to succeed in this course. Through participation in this
ensemble, students will:

e progress to performance-level mastery of assigned operatic and theatrical repertoire

o develop skill singing in foreign languages common to opera, depending on repertoire studied

o develop acting skills appropriate to the operatic stage and the repertoire studied

e gain experience in technical work for the stage

Expectations and Grading Policy:

Every rehearsal is a graded event. Chorus members are expected to attend all rehearsals to which they
are called. Pay attention to weekly schedule e-mails coming from OPERA@BSU.EDU. While a singer
may be able to learn one’s notes independently, the experience of developing the ensemble and of
staging cannot be made-up outside of rehearsal. Arrive early for rehearsal with your score and a
pencil.

Students are expected to spend time preparing music outside of class to the extent necessary to
demonstrate progress between rehearsals and achieve goals set by the instructors. Lack of daily
participation or preparation will result in a lowered grade.



All absences are considered unexcused and will incur a grade penalty, with the following exceptions:
illness with medical excuse; death or emergency in the immediate family; University-approved
activity/field trip. Absences will be evaluated on a case-by-case basis, at the discretion of the
instructor. Please notify the instructor and GA in advance of any absence. Reasonable accommodations
will be made for any student required to quarantine due to a COVID diagnosis.

If you are absent for any reason, you are expected to find out what you missed from a classmate
and be prepared for the following week’s rehearsal.

Students will be graded on the following criteria:

Rehearsal attendance, participation, & preparation 70%
Memorization goals 10%
Contribution to opera production needs & requirements 20%

Final Grading Scale: A=90-100, B=80-89, C=70-79, D=60-69 F=less than 60
Unexcused absence from a dress rehearsal or performance will result in a failing grade.

Excessive absences during the course of the semester may result in dismissal from the chorus at any
time. Students participating for zero credit are expected to meet all course requirements.

Texting, phone calls, or social media use during rehearsal are prohibited. Violations will result in
loss of credit for the day.

Disruptions to Instructional Mode - If the anticipated mode of in-person instruction must be
modified due to changing circumstances for an individual student (such as illness or quarantine) or for
the entire course (such as a campus closure), the instructor will modify the course and expectations to
deliver on course objectives in a new mode. Any changes will be announced as soon as possible.

Communication - Ball State University considers your bsu.edu e-mail account an official mode of
communication. Check it often. Please enable notifications for Canvas announcements. You are
responsible for all information contained in this syllabus, posted on Canvas, or sent via BSU e-mail.

University Syllabus Statements:

Ball State University and the faculty teaching this course are committed to ensuring that all members of
the community are welcome, through valuing the various experiences and worldviews represented at Ball
State and among those we serve. We promote a culture of respect and civil discourse as expressed in our
Beneficence Pledge. Students are encouraged to peruse Ball State’s Freedom of Expression webpage for
more information.

If you need course adaptations or accommodations because of a disability, please contact the instructor of
record as soon as possible. Ball State's Disability Services office coordinates services for students with
disabilities; documentation of a disability needs to be on file in that office before any accommodations can
be provided. Disability Services can be contacted at 765-285-5293 or dsd@bsu.edu.


https://www.bsu.edu/about/beneficence
https://www.bsu.edu/about/freedom-of-expression
mailto:dsd@bsu.edu

