
HONR 199 | Fall 2025

Honors 199: Misinformation in Modern America	
Section 1	MWF 11 – 11:50 am	
Section 2	MWF 1 – 1:50 pm		
Section 3	MWF 2 – 2:50 pm 		 
Instructor: 		
James A. Rankin, PhD				Email: james.rankin@bsu.edu
Assistant Teaching Professor of Honors	Office: BA 214				
Office Hours: 	M: 3:00pm – 5:00 pm or by appointment
Course Information
Course Description
HONR 199 is an interdisciplinary exploration of one or more critical issues that confront the modern United States. This class focuses on how misinformation and misunderstanding develop and permeate throughout current American society.
Course Objectives
	Use multiple sources of information and knowledge regarding contemporary American society (including both literature and the arts) to evaluate competing hypotheses, form judgments, and provide their rationale.
	Use multiple sources of information and knowledge in forming judgments.

	Evaluate strengths and weaknesses of arguments and actions related to topics of American institutions/history.
	Evaluate strengths and weaknesses of arguments and actions.

	Explain others’ values as well as their own, as historical personages within contemporary American society.
	Consider and understand others’ values as well as their own.

	Form knowledge both independently and collaboratively within a student- centered, student- driven, exploratory learning environment.
	Use multiple sources of information and knowledge in forming judgments.


[bookmark: _Hlk175062527]
Course Assignments and Assessments
	Grade
	A
	A-
	B+
	B
	B-
	C+
	C
	C-
	D+
	D
	F

	Range
	> 93
	92-90
	89-87
	86-83
	82-80
	79-77
	76-73
	72-70
	69-67
	66-63
	< 62



Reading Notes Journal - 15%
Weekly assigned readings will include a mix of scholarly articles, book chapters, and essays. 
All readings or chapters will posted on Canvas. 
Students will be tasked with continually keeping a ‘journal’ of notes they have taken on readings, lectures, or observational exercises which are assigned for students to complete outside of class. This ‘journal’ can be in any form and style, a student can make formal notes, a list of bullet points, brief summaries, or even specific quotes which the student found to be particularly important or worth keeping in mind for upcoming class discussions. The journal can be in the form of a google doc, word document, or notes file; however, a student can also choose to take handwritten notes. Throughout the semester, students will be expected to upload their journal to Canvas so that the professor is able to pre-emptively gather questions or common themes identified by students. Journal notes can be uploaded either via pdf/doc/ppt (if kept digitally) or via photo (if kept in a handwritten manner).
Written Assignments – 25%
Two papers, counting as the “midterm” and “final” will account for 25% of the grade for the class. Specific rubrics can be found on canvas for each of these assignments. 
Presentations – 20%
Throughout the semester there will be several “presentations” where you will either present to the class as a whole or a small sub-set of your peers. For more substantial presentations you will be tasked with creating a presentation, whereas for smaller “presentations” you do not need to create a presentation and instead you will be tasked with some preparation you must do outside of class in advance of a group discussion (meaning that we will go around and each student will talk about what they found, without needing any sort of formal presentation). Specific point values for each presentation will be detailed on canvas.
Group Activities – 20%
Throughout the semester there will be several group activities which occur in class, where you will be given a task to complete in class. For the majority (if not all) of these assignments, the work required will be completed during the 50-minute class period (some activities may span multiple class periods). These activities are graded as complete/incomplete based on your individual participation in the activity. 
Discussion & Reflection – 20%
Various individual activities will occur throughout the class. For many of these, a specific reflection prompt will be used to spark in-class discussion. These individual activities will occur on paper or digitally, as surveys listed under “Quizzes” on Canvas. These activities will be graded as complete/incomplete. 
Course & University Policies 
Attendance
Attendance is not mandatory, nor is attendance in class counted towards your grade in the class. Notifying Instructor regarding absence: As attendance is not mandatory for class, notifying the professor of reasons for an absence are not required. However, knowing in advance of events where a student or number of students might be missing is helpful information for the instructor. Noting absences (before they occur) can be sent to the professor via canvas message, email, or verbally to the instructor before or after class periods. 

Participation
Consistent with honors pedagogy, much of the learning which occurs in this class happens as part of discussions between students and the instructor during class. While attendance is not mandatory, a substantial portion of the grade is tied to participation in activities which occur in class, either individually or in small groups. Your participation is measured by your engagement through a variety of mechanisms including completing reflection “Quizzes”, verbal engagement in discussions, or specific comments noted electronically. 

Canvas Policy 
It is recommended that you log into your course 3 to 4 times a week and check your official Ball State email account daily to view announcements and prepare for class. Complete all assignments, quizzes, tests, and any other activities by the stated due dates.

Feedback Policy
I will respond to email from your official Ball State email address within 24 hours during weekdays (Monday-Friday) and within 48 hours on the weekend. Contact me directly if you have questions or concerns about your performance in class.

Late Assignment Policy
All assignments are due by midnight EST/EDT time on the due dates indicated. Assignments posted after the indicated due dates will be subject to a decreased letter grade for each day late. Internet connectivity and technical issues may occur and impede you from turning in work on time. Turn in work early and often, and set up a back-up plan, such as visiting a local library or borrowing a peer's computer. Canvas will not accept assignments for grading after 11:59 pm on the final day of class.

Grading Policy: 
It is my policy that appropriate evaluation of your academic performance is an integral part of your learning experience. In the absence of mistake, fraud, bad faith or incompetence, I will be the key decision-maker on the assignment of grades. For information concerning grade appeals, consult the Ball State website.

University Statement
We are committed to ensuring that all members of the community are welcome, through valuing the various experiences and worldviews represented at Ball State and among those we serve. We promote a culture of respect and civil discourse. If you need course adaptations or accommodations because of a disability, please contact the instructor of record as soon as possible. Ball State's Disability Services Office coordinates services for students with disabilities; documentation of a disability needs to be on file in that office before any accommodations can be provided. Disability Services can be contacted at 765-285-5293 or dsd@bsu.edu.

Freedom of Expression 
In this course, we are committed to fostering a learning environment that values intellectual diversity, encourages free expression, and promotes open inquiry. As members of the Ball State Community, we treat each person in the Ball State community with civility, courtesy, compassion, and dignity and respect and learn from differences in people, ideas, and opinions. Please review Ball State University’s Statement on Freedom of Expression, the resources on Ball State’s Freedom of Expression webpage, and Ball State’s Beneficence Pledge.

Student Academic Ethics Policy
Honesty, trust, and personal responsibility are fundamental attributes of the university community. Academic dishonesty and other forms of academic misconduct threaten the foundation of an institution dedicated to the pursuit of knowledge and will not be tolerated. To maintain its credibility and reputation, and to equitably assign evaluations of scholastic and creative performance, Ball State University is committed to maintaining a climate that upholds and values the highest standards of academic integrity. Visit the VPAA’s academic integrity website (Students tab) for resources on understanding academic integrity, citing sources properly, and avoiding inadvertent academic dishonesty. To learn about BSU’s academic integrity expectations and students’ rights, please read the University Student Academic Ethics Policy. 
Academic integrity violations include giving or receiving an unfair academic advantage (cheating), presenting someone else’s ideas or work as your own (plagiarism), and falsifying academic records. Unless otherwise indicated, you must work independently by yourself. Check with me if you are unsure whether something constitutes academic dishonesty. Examples of academic integrity violations include but are not limited to:  
· Using resources not authorized by the faculty member (including devices, AI tools, hidden notes, and open books) 
· Using commercial study websites to find answers to graded assignments (Chegg, Course Hero, StudyPool, OneClass, etc.). 
· Without the instructor’s written permission, giving away, buying, or selling graded assignments class notes, exams, study guides, or other course materials to other students or to third-party vendors (Course Hero, Chegg, 24HourAnswers, etc.).
· Working with another person on any assignment other than authorized group projects. 
· Sharing or allowing others to access your files, whether done with permission or not. 
· Reusing your own work from another semester, course, or section. 
· Sharing answers with others during exams (passing notes, texting, whispering, gesturing) 
· Discussing exam questions and answers with students who have not taken the exam. 
· Soliciting others to complete work for you.

Plagiarism Detection: 
The campus subscribes to Turnitin, a plagiarism prevention service, through Canvas. You may need to submit written assignments to Turnitin. Student work will be used for plagiarism detection and for no other purpose. The student may indicate in writing to the instructor that he/she refuses to participate in the plagiarism detection process, in which case the instructor can use other electronic means to verify the originality of their work.
 
Canvas and Student Privacy/ Canvas Accessibility: 
Canvas provides a user experience that is easy, simple, and intuitive. Special attention has been paid to making Canvas screen-readable. The Rich Content Editor encourages users to create accessible content pages (i.e. text formatting is accomplished using styles). Canvas is designed to allow limited customization of colors and schemes to be accessible for all users. The National Federation of the Blind granted Canvas the Gold Level Web Certification in 2010. Find more information by visiting the Canvas Voluntary Product Accessibility Template (VPAT). 

FERPA and Privacy: 
As a student, your educational records are considered confidential. Under FERPA (Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act), your records are confidential and protected. Under most circumstances, your records will not be released without your written and signed consent. However, some directory information may be released to third parties without your prior consent unless a written request to restrict this is on file. You can learn more about student rights to privacy by reading Ball State's FERPA and Privacy and Protection. 

Video Conferencing Recording: 
In this class, software may be used to record live class discussions. As a student in this class, your participation in live class discussions may be recorded. These recordings typically will be made available only to students enrolled in the class, to assist those who cannot attend the live session or to serve as a resource for those who would like to review content that was presented. Students who prefer to participate via audio only will be allowed to disable their video camera so only audio will be captured. Students who prefer to listen only must disable their audio capability and visual camera. If you have concerns, please discuss these options with me. 

Academic Supports and Services:
The Writing Center: 
All writers improve with practice and feedback, so as a student in this course, you are encouraged to use the Writing Center (in Robert Bell 295, Bracken Library, or online) to get additional feedback on your writing. To schedule a free appointment to discuss your writing, go to www.bsu.edu/writingcenter. Online and in-person appointments are available seven days a week; however, plan ahead because appointments book quickly!

The Learning Center: 
The learning center offers free Tutoring and Academic Coaching for many courses at Ball State. Students can make appointments for online (Zoom) or in-person (NQ 350) appointments. To make an appointment, visit my.bsu.edu and click on “Navigate” in the Additional Tools Section, or just go directly to https://bsu.navigate.eab.com. 

Testing accommodations for students with disabilities are available for students who have received the appropriate documentation from Disability Services. Tests may be administered in the Learning Center.   Supplemental Instruction is available in select courses. If you have an SI leader for your course, that person will provide students with information the first week of school regarding weekly study sessions. For more information about all of our programming, visit bsu.edu/learningcenter or call 765-285-1006. 

Syllabus Change Statement: 
This syllabus and schedule are subject to change in the event of extenuating circumstances.  

Canvas: 
[bookmark: _Readings]Students should expect to bring to class either a laptop or computer (capable of accessing Canvas) or some form of paper and a writing utensil to complete class activities. 
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