Writing for Change: ENG104

INSTRUCTOR: Dr. Kathryn Ludwig

email: kludwig@bsu.edu office: RB280

office hours: Tuesdays and Thursdays 8:15-9:15 a.m., Wednesdays 12-1 p.m.
Class meets Tuesdays and Thursdays 11:00-12:15 in TC411
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This semester we will build on all that we learned about composition and community engagement during
our first semester together. We will continue to think about how writing works in the world—and to see
that writing at work. You will learn more about composing in academic settings through the process of
writing a lengthy research essay and you will strive to engender positive social change through public
writing and partner projects for the Recovery Cafe. You will also strive to develop your stamina for
difficult reading and your metacognition about writing processes.

ENG104: Composing Research

According to the university handbook, ENG104 Composing Research (3) applies the fundamentals of
rhetoric to the research process: methods of research; the rhetorical nature of research; elements,
strategies, and conventions common to research writing, including multi-modal presentations of new
knowledge. Prerequisite: ENG 103, or appropriate placement.

Required Course Texts
Ball Point 104 (paid for by student fees): https://digitalresearch.bsu.edu/ballpoint2 Password: chirp104

Learning Goals

1. Align research questions with appropriate research methods.
Employ critical thinking in evaluation, speculation, analysis, and synthesis required to evolve and
complete a research project.
3. Use a variety of strategies to gather and organize information appropriate for the context and
persuasive to the intended audience.
Use the university research library to forward research agenda.
Employ format, syntax, punctuation, and spelling appropriate to various rhetorical situations in a
stylistically sophisticated manner.
Collect, analyze, and organize research information in compelling ways.
Take initiative for the development and completion of individual and joint projects.
Students will create a constructive collaborative climate.
Students will apply previous knowledge or skills to demonstrate comprehension and performance in
novel situations.
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About Immersive Learning

Immersive learning projects are high-impact learning experiences that involve collaborative student-driven
teams, guided by faculty mentors. Students earn credit for working with community partners such as
businesses, nonprofits, and government agencies to address community challenges through the creation
of a product that has a lasting impact. Students in this class work together to teams create an outcome or
deliverable that addresses a community-identified issue. We acknowledge the following:

e Our partners understand their situation better than anyone. They know what has been tried, why it
did or did not work, and how the community will perceive certain programs and activities.

e [t is important that we research until we have a clear understanding of the conditions surrounding
the problem.

e While often unintentional, there is the potential of doing harm in the community. Our first goal will
be to understand potential ramifications of our actions and avoid unethical treatment of the
populations we want to partner with.

(Modified from a document created by Ball State's Division of Online and Strategic Learning, Immersive Learning Online Training, Canvas, Summer 2020)

WHAT'SINIT FORYOU?

In addition to the enriching and enjoyable experiences we will share, the work we will do can prepare
you to make meaningful contributions to the academic, professional, and social communities you inhabit.
Last semester, we reflected on how your work in this course relates to your academic and professional
goals. As we move forward, try to keep in mind which of the NACE (National Association of Colleges &
Employers) competencies you most want to develop:

Career & Self Development: Proactively develop oneself and one’s career through continual
personal and professional learning, awareness of one’s strengths and weaknesses, navigation of
career opportunities, and networking to build relationships within and without one’s organization.
Communication: Clearly and effectively exchange information, ideas, facts, and perspectives with
persons inside and outside of an organization.

Critical Thinking: Identify and respond to needs based upon an understanding of situational
context and logical analysis of relevant information.

Equity & Inclusion: Demonstrate the awareness, attitude, knowledge, and skills required to
equitably engage and include people from different local and global cultures. Engage in anti-racist
practices that actively challenge the systems, structures, and policies of racism.

Leadership: Recognize and capitalize on personal and team strengths to achieve organizational
goals.

Professionalism: Knowing work environments differ greatly, understanding and demonstrating
effective work habits, and acting in the interest of the larger community and workplace.
Teamwork: Build and maintain collaborative relationships to work effectively toward common
goals, while appreciating diverse viewpoints and shared responsibilities.

Technology: Understand and leverage technologies ethically to enhance efficiencies, complete
tasks, and accomplish goals.




WHAT'S EXPECTED OF YOU?

1. MEET DEADLINES

After a semester in an immersive course, you are likely deeply aware of the importance of deadlines in
real-world writing. As we execute our partner projects this semester, I will ask you to redouble
your commitment to meeting class deadlines! You are responsible for getting those assignments
that are part of our learning and preparation for project work in on time. It is also very important to your
own development as writers that you stay on track with the academic projects we will do. You have big
projects to do and it’s less likely than before that a flexible submission schedule will be feasible for you.
As before, you may communicate with me BEFORE DEADLINES to request extensions without penalty. I
urge you to reserve these adjustments for extenuating circumstances. Should you miss classes, it is your
responsibility to find out what you missed and meet deadlines.

2. PARTICIPATE

You are a fantastic group of learners and I’ve been nothing but delighted by your participation. I ask you to (1)
keep it up! and (2) be attentive to the demands any lack of participation on your part may place on classmates
when working on group projects. Please come to classes having read assigned material and completed any
assigned work. Take classmates, their ideas, and their writing seriously.

Attendance at the in-person sessions will enable you to succeed in this class! Make every effort to attend unless
you are genuinely prevented from doing so by concerns about your own health or the health of others (see
“Attendance” below). If you have a disability that is likely to impact your ability to attend, please be sure you
have made arrangements with the Office of Disability Services in SC116 and share your accommodation with
me. Again, this is an in-person class. You might occasionally see me connect a student via Zoom by
special request. You should not assume you can Zoom into class in lieu of attendance. If you are ill or
prevented from attending for some other reason, email me to request a Zoom connection or recording, or
[ will ask you to get notes from a classmate, depending on what is planned for the class session.

3. BE PRESENT

Most of our learning in the classroom will be interactive. To ensure active participation by everyone,
cellphones, headphones, laptops, and other electronic devices should be limited to the relevant class
activities. Please set your phone to “do not disturb” or the silent mode and to turn off, as well as put
away, any technology that will negatively impact your participation. You may use headphones during
individual work if permitted, but please remove them for full-class discussion and group work.

You will be asked to use technology, including our online textbook and other collaboration technologies
to aid in your writing process. Please bring what you need to do and access your work during class.

4. BE ETHICAL

Students are expected to submit only their own original work and they are expected to give credit when
borrowing, quoting, or paraphrasing, using appropriate citation. Failure to do so is a violation of the Code
of Student Rights and Responsibilities as defined by the student academic ethics policy and will be treated
as such. Because of the many ways in which Al can be counterproductive to your development of writing
skills, we have a no-Al policy in this class. If | discover any violation of these academic ethics, I will
contact you immediately to schedule a meeting. If I do not hear from you in one week, I will apply the
penalty for plagiarism, which is a score of 0 for the assignment, as well as a referral to the Office of the
Dean of Students and potential failure of the class. Let’s talk before that happens.




WHAT SUPPORTS ARE AVAILABLE TO YOU?

INSTRUCTOR SUPPORT

Y’all, come see me! Visit my office hours, take advantage of one-on-one conferences, and communicate
with me about how best to partner with you in your learning.

DISABILITY SERVICES

[ am happy to make course adaptations or accommodations for any disability to ensure a positive
learning experience for you. Arrange to meet with me early in the semester in order to educate me about
your needs. If you have emergency medical information to share with me, or if you need special
arrangements in case the building must be evacuated, please share that information with me as soon as
possible. If you need and do not yet have the support of Disability Services, you can find information by
visiting their office in SC116 or following this link.

COUNSELING CENTER

The Counseling Center at BSU provides free and confidential psychological counseling to students. The
mission of the agency is to assist students in reaching their educational goals, as well as to improve their
quality of life. You can find information by visiting their office in Lucina Hall 230 or by following this link.

BALL STATE WRITING CENTER

All writers improve with practice and feedback, so you are encouraged to use the Writing Center (in
Robert Bell 295, Bracken Library, or online) to get additional feedback on your writing. To schedule a free
appointment to discuss your writing, go to www.bsu.edu/writingcenter. Online and in-person
appointments are available seven days a week; however, plan ahead because appointments book quickly!

NON-DISCRIMINATION

In this course, we value diversity and [ want to ensure that we build a healthy learning community. All
students will be treated with respect, tolerance, and equality regardless of race, religion, ethnicity,
national origin, disability, sexual orientation, gender, age, or economic status. If I fall short in this, I invite
you to educate me! If you feel discriminated against in the classroom based on these differences, please
communicate with me. If you are not satisfied with the results of meeting with me, you may contact my
department chair or seek help from the Office of University Compliance or the Office of Student Rights
and Community Standards here. For Bias Incident Response information, please click here or e-mail
reportbias@bsu.edu.

FERPA

The Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act protects your privacy as a student; university personnel
and I am not permitted to share information about your academic progress with anyone outside the
university (e.g., your parents) without your permission.

Common Agreement

As a class, we discussed some norms for conduct in our learning community. The guidelines we
established are summarized here:
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e Be respectful: be open to difference, acknowledge that each of us has different life experiences that
shape our point of view, don’t judge others, stay open minded.

e Communicate thoughtfully: listen well and build on each other’s ideas.

e Slow down: take time to ponder what you hear and give others the time to process ideas and
emotions.

e Ask for help: share your needs with others so that they can support you. Be upfront if you need
clarification or extra time.

ADDITIONAL RESOURCES

Code of Student Rights and Responsibilities: www.bsu.edu/studentcode

Student Academic Ethics Policy:
https://www.bsu.edu/about/administrativeoffices/associateprovost/student-services/student-ethics
Student Grade Appeal Policy:
https://www.bsu.edu/about/administrativeoffices/associateprovost/student-services/grade-appeal
Policy regarding Unexpected Student Leave: www.bsu.edu/studentcode/leaves

The Beneficence Pledge: www.bsu.edu/pledge
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GRADING CONTRACT

In this course, we will employ contract grading, which means that your grade for the course will be based on

the quantity of satisfactory work that you complete. The quality of work will be assured by meeting assignment
specifications and by engaging instructor and peer feedback. Instead of assigning letter grades to your assignments, [
will share my expectations for the assignment. If you meet these expectations, you will earn a “complete.” If you do
not meet these expectations, you will earn an “incomplete,” and you are encouraged to revise the assignment until it
is marked “complete.” Minor assignments may be revised and resubmitted until the end of the unit. For Major
Projects, you MUST REVISE until you achieve “complete.”

What will be required to receive an ‘A/A-’?

A grade of “complete” on ALL FOUR MAJOR PROJECTS

A grade of “complete” on 90% or more of assignments: A (93—100), A- (90-92)

Late policy: You may turn in up to 3 late assignments with no advance notice or penalty. (Note: I will not consider an
assignment late if you email me before the deadline to request an extension and propose a new deadline).

What will be required to receive a ‘B+/B/B-’?

A grade of “complete” on ALL FOUR MAJOR PROJECTS

A grade of “complete” on 80% or more of assignments: B+ (8§7-89), B (83-86), B- (80—82)
Late policy: You may turn in up to 4 late assignments with no advance notice or penalty.

What will be required to receive a ‘C+/C/C-"?

A grade of “complete” on ALL FOUR MAJOR PROJECTS

A grade of “complete” on 70% or more of assignments: C+ (77-79), C (73-76), C- (70-72)
Late policy: You may turn in up to 5 late assignments with no advance notice or penalty.

ATTENDANCE. Attend class meetings. Attendance is tracked in Canvas and factors into your Participation
grade. For our class, unexcused absences have a direct impact on your overall grade. An excused absence does not
impact your grade, provided you complete any assigned make-up tasks as designated by the instructor. The
following constitute excused absences: disability accommodations; pregnancy, hospitalization, or medical leave;
bereavement leave; religious observance; jury duty or court witness leave; military leave; Ball State approved event.
Should you miss classes, it is your responsibility to find out what you missed. If an assignment is given in class on a
day when you are absent, that assignment is still your responsibility and must be submitted on time. Pay close
attention to reminders on Canvas for any changes to the assignment due dates.

NOTE: In order to fulfill the University's Core Curriculum requirement in Writing Program courses, students must
earn a minimum grade of C to pass; a grade of C- is not considered acceptable. Writing Program courses may be
repeated as many times as necessary to meet the requirement but:

The first and all other grades will show up on the transcript.

All grades except the first will be used to compute the GPA.

A grade of W will not replace a previous grade.

Course credit hours apply only once to graduation requirements.



https://writingcommons.org/article/so-your-instructor-is-using-contract-grading/

ASSIGNMENTS OVERVIEW: ENG104

Participation assignments

This category encompasses all submissions that are not Major Projects. Each week, you will have one reading
response (which will be due on Monday or Wednesday at 11:59 p.m.) and one assignment due on Sunday at 11:59
p.m. You will also get credit for some in-class activities. There are, additionally, a few extra opportunities, which
will allow you to make up the credit for a missed assignment.

Project 1, Research Proposal and Source Map

For this project, you will select a public issue about which you are passionate or curious. You will identify the
exigence for your topic and make a plan for research. You will conduct scholarly research and obtain a minimum of
eight current, academic sources. You will compose 1) a proposal that explains your topic, its relevance, and your
research aims, and 2) a multimodal map that represents the conversation among your sources.

Project 2, Research Paper

You will draw on the research you did for Project 1 to create a rhetorically effective, thesis-driven essay. Your essay
should be 2,000-2,500 words in length (not including Works Cited/References page) and include properly formatted
source citations in MLA or APA format. It should employ effective organization, strong and ethical argumentation,
and conform to academic research writing conventions.

Project 3, Public Writing for Social Change

This project challenges you to take your academic research and put it to practical and civic use, in the hopes of
contributing toward positive social change. You will define and research a specific public audience, genre of writing,
and context for your text. You will create a digital or multimodal text to inform or persuade your target audience.

Project 4, Community Partner Project Portfolio

In the article "Ecological, Pedagogical, Public Rhetoric," authors Rivers and Weber explain how change happens
through networks of connected texts. In this project, you will track your contributions to our community partner
project by submitting a portfolio of texts you composed to advance the project. Your portfolio should include
THREE types of texts (such as a persuasive text, an organizational text, a text focused on results).

It should also contain reflective accounts of at least two visits to the Recovery Cafe this semester

and at least ONE Facing Project community event that we will organize.




COURSE SCHEDULE: ENG104IL

This schedule is subject to change. In the case of absence, it is your responsibility to communicate with
classmates or with your instructor to learn about missed content and schedule changes.

Date In class Readings & Assignments
WI1: T 1/6 WELCOME BACK! Syllabus Week 1 ASSIGNED READING:
K review. Rosenberg, “Reading Games:
Personality Test Reflection Strategies for Reading Scholarly
activity. Sources” due Wednesday at 11:59
Facing Project update, planning for | p.m.
Café visit.
W1: Th 1/8 Read together “Ecological, ASSIGNMENT: Mapping
K Pedagogical, and Public Rhetoric.” | “Ecological, Pedagogical, and
Public Rhetoric" due Sunday at
11:59 p.m.
W2: T 1/13 RECOVERY CAFE VISIT. Week 2 ASSIGNED READING:
K Cecil-Lemkin & Gluck,
“Navigating Your Collaborative
Project” or Laurence, “Stronger
Together: Collaborative Work in
the Technical Writing Classroom”
(choose ONE) due Wednesday at
11:59 p.m.
W2: Th 1/15 Intro to Project 4: partner project | ASSIGNMENT: Submit group
K planning. collaboration plan due Sunday at
11:59 p.m.
W3: T 1/20 Intro to Project 1: topic selection, | Week 3 ASSIGNED READING:
invention, exigency Holmes, “Public Writing for Social
Ballpoint: Research Proposal. Change” (pgs. 199-206) due
Writing Process Monday at 11:59 p.m.
W3: Th 1/22 Ballpoint: Generating a Research | ASSIGNMENT: Submit research
K Question. question due Sunday at 11:59 p.m.
W4: T 1/27 Where to start: gathering research | Week 4 ASSIGNED READING:
McClure, “Googlepedia: Turning
Ballpoint: Gathering Evidence Information Behaviors into
Library databases, finding sources. | Research Skills” (pgs. 221-239)
due Monday at 11:59 p.m.
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W4: Th 1/29

Ballpoint: Organizing Evidence.

ASSIGNMENT: Organizing
digital research reflection due
Sunday at 11:59 p.m.

W5: T 2/3 Ballpoint: Reading Rhetorically, Week 5 ASSIGNED READING:
K Reading with and Against a Text | read your sources for Project 2.
activity.
Considering research challenges:
Al
WS5: Th 2/5 Ballpoint: Conventions, source ASSIGNMENT: 10 source
citation. citations due Sunday at 11:59 p.m.
Ballpoint: Ethical Approach to
Secondary Research
W6: T 2/10 Identifying and mapping Week 6 ASSIGNED READING:
conversations in your sources. They Say/I Say, ch. 6, “Skeptics
May Object” due Monday at 11:59
p.m.
W6: Th 2/12 Project 1 drafting workshop.
Sunday 2/15, 11:59pm — Project 1 Due
W7: T 2/17 RECOVERY CAFE VISIT. Week 7 ASSIGNED READING:
K Irvin, “Changing Your Mindset
about Revision” (pgs. 318-328)
due Wednesday at 11:59 p.m.
W7: Th 2/19 Intro to Project 2: thesis drafting & | ASSIGNMENT: Version 1, Get it
essay planning. Down Draft due Sunday at 11:59
p.m. (750 words required for
Writing about research. “complete”; no late submissions)
W8: T 2/24 Introductions and conclusions. Week 8 ASSIGNED READING:
Jones, “Finding the Good
Writing Challenges and Strategies. | Argument OR Why Bother With
Logic?” (pgs. 161-178) due
Wednesday at 11:59 p.m.
W8: Th 2/26 Argumentation, logical fallacies ASSIGNMENT: Reflect on

(pgs. 156-161 in Jones, “Finding

Writing Environments due Sunday
at 11:59 p.m.
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the Good Argument OR Why
Bother With Logic?”)

WI: T 3/3 No Class — Spring Break
WO: Th 3/5
W10: T 3/10 BOOK LAUNCH PARTY AT Week 10 ASSIGNED
K RECOVERY CAFE, 2-4 pm READING: “They Say/I Say, ch.
(instead of class meeting). 8 “So What? Saying Why it
Matters” due Wednesday at 11:59
p.m.

W10: Th 3/12 Ballpoint: Incorporating Secondary | ASSIGNMENT: Version 2,
Sources & quiz; check your Development Draft due Sunday at
framing of source material. 11:59 p.m. (1500 words required

for “complete”; no late
WI11: T 3/17 Reverse outline exercise NO Week 11 Reading

W11: Th 3/19 Peer review and revision, ASSIGNMENT: Version 3, Final
Ballpoint: Editing & Secret to Draft due Wednesday at 11:59
giving good feedback p.m. (2000 words required for

“complete”; no late submissions)
Submit Addressing Common
Issues
Sunday 3/22, 11:59pm — Project 2 Due
Wi12: T 3/24 Project 2 reflection. Week 12 ASSIGNED
K READING: Holmes, “Public
Writing for Social Change” (pgs.
205-211) due Wednesday at 11:59
p.m.
W12: Th 3/26 Intro to Project 3: Audience profile | ASSIGNMENT: Submit one P4
K activity. artifact Sunday at 11:59 p.m.
W13: T 3/31 Flex Day/Recovery Cafe event Week 13 ASSIGNED

READING: Jacobsen,
Pawlowski, and Tardy, “Make
Your “Move”: Writing in Genres"
due Wednesday at 11:59 p.m.
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W13: Th 4/2

Exigencies workshop: thinking
about genre and medium.
Elf recut as a thriller

ASSIGNMENT: Reflection on P3
genre and medium due Sunday at
11:59 p.m.

W14: T 4/7 Multimodal composition: activity, | Week 14 ASSIGNED
feelings about font, aural mode READING/VIEWING: Gagich,
deep dive. “An Introduction to and Strategies
for Multimodal Composing” due
Monday at 11:59 p.m.
W14: Th 4/9 Project 3 drafting
workshop/conferences
Sunday 4/12, 11:59pm — Project 3 Due
WI15: T 4/14 PROJECT WRAP-UP and Week 15 ASSIGNED
K reflection. READING: Grauman, “What’s
That Supposed to Mean? Using
Results text prep. Feedback on Your Writing" (pgs.
145-156) due Monday at 11:59
p.m.
W15: Th 4/16 Project 4 portfolio workshop. ASSIGNMENT: Results text due
K Thursday at 11:59 p.m. (before
immersive learning showcase)
Immersive Learning Showcase, Friday 4/17, 1-3 p.m.
Wi16: T 4/21 Revising major projects: In order | Week 16 ASSIGNED
to pass the class, you must achieve | READING: TBA
a “COMPLETE” on all major
projects.
W16: Th 4/23 Fond farewell.

Sunday 4/26, 11:59pm — Project 4 Due

Final Exam Week: Your only final exam requirement is to attend the Immersive Learning Showcase.
No work accepted after the university scheduled final exam period, Tuesday, April 28 at 2 p.m.



https://youtu.be/EkwdYSn3Uws?si=JblbZHXQR6YLAkOY
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