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Ball State University
ECYF 630 - School, Family, and Community Partnerships
Course Syllabus – Summer 2026
________________________________________________________

It is important to this instructor and the Department of Early Childhood, Youth, and Family Studies that you feel supported and are successful in this course. If at any time you need assistance for any reason, please do not hesitate to reach out. There are many ways the university, the department, and your instructors can help you. 
 
COURSE DESCRIPTION
Important and complex roles of parents and parent substitutes in the educational development of young children are examined. Factors affecting parent-child interactions and skills needed for effective parenting are studied and related to the educational process. Parent involvement as a significant factor in early childhood education is emphasized.

COURSE OBJECTIVES
By completing the requirements for this course, students will…
1. review research which documents the importance of family engagement in schools and other educational programs for children. 
2. learn how family engagement benefits children, parents, teachers, schools, and communities.
3. develop an understanding of the diverse structures and associated needs of today’s families.
4. become aware of challenges to family engagement and strategies to overcome those barriers.
5. gain knowledge of professional standards for family engagement programs and home-school-community partnerships.

READINGS
PLEASE PURCHASE THIS REQUIRED TEXT: 
Gestwicki, C. (2016). Home, school, and community relations (9th ed.). Cengage Learning.

ADDITIONAL READINGS: 
Additional required readings will be included in each learning module. These readings will be available via online links, as PDFs or through the BSU Library Course Reserves System.  

OPTIONAL TEXT: 
Hatala, M. (2020). APA simplified: Your concise guide to the 7th edition. Greentop Academic Press. 
While the APA Publication Manual is not required, it may be a helpful resource (I highly recommend you get one if you do not already have one). All citations and references for written work MUST use the American Psychological Association (APA) 7th edition format. The APA Publication Manual is available at bookstores. You can also find APA bibliographic formats at a variety of websites such as Purdue OWL, available at: Click to go to OWL website

COURSE REQUIREMENTS and ASSIGNMENTS
(Please see the course calendar for assignment due dates)
1. Discussions (15 pts. each)
Discussions will be used to share ideas and opinions about information presented through readings, PowerPoint presentations, videos, websites, etc. To insure relevant and thoughtful participation, students are expected to complete all assigned readings and activities for each module before entering discussions.  

During assigned modules, an original response to one or more of the discussion prompts/threads must be posted by the assigned due date listed on the course calendar. This response must show evidence of participation in course readings and activities by including two bolded quotes from course content, cited appropriately using APA in-text format guidelines. The response must also include one bolded question to encourage discussion among students. In addition, at least three replies to classmates’ comments must be posted by the end of the module unless specified otherwise. 

Note: Two discussion boards – “Discussion Board: Family Engagement Sharing” and “Discussion Board: Young Children Investigative Report” require 6 replies to peers and are each worth 25 pts. 

Important – Late posts: postings after the module has ended will not receive credit unless prior arrangements have been negotiated and approved by course instructor due to an emergency or unusual circumstances.  

Discussion participation should be continuous throughout the module time period, rather than concentrated into a period of 2 consecutive days, all on one day, etc. Students are expected to post to the discussion topic on at least three days during each module. The discussion environment is designed as a “safe student space.” Therefore, comments judged by the professor as derogatory or inappropriate for the purposes of the discussion will be removed, all points will be forfeited, and additional action may be taken as deemed necessary. Specific criteria for posts and responses will be provided on CANVAS and within each module. 

2. Family Engagement Project
Listed below are the three assignments that make up the Family Engagement Project. One is your proposal, the second is a report on your progress toward project completion, and the third is the project itself. They each have their own instructions and due dates. 
a. Family Engagement Project (FEP) Proposal – (25 points)
Each student will submit a FEP Proposal to the professor for approval prior to beginning work on the project. Specific instructions for this proposal are available in the module. 
b. Family Engagement Project Progress Report – (25 points)
Each student will report the progress they have made, progress remaining, challenges, and report any changes to the original proposal prior to the final submission.                                                            
c. Family Engagement Project – (100 points)                                                                                   
Each student will design and complete a meaningful project relevant to the content of this course. The completed project will be submitted near the end of the course and shared with others via the discussion board. Specific instructions for this assignment are available in the module. 

3. Young Children Investigative Report = (75 points)
Using your knowledge from the Family Engagement Project and course readings/discussions, you will find 5 journal articles from Young Children (NAEYC’s peer-reviewed research publication) written in the last 5 years that discuss how to authentically incorporate families and communities into early childhood settings. You will synthesize and connect the 5 articles to each other, your Family Engagement Project, and the class as a whole and share this information through a PowerPoint presentation to the class. This is an authentic way to connect the current findings in the field to your learning. You will need to gain access to Young Children articles either through the Ball State library or through NAEYC, so please make sure you plan ahead. Also, please make sure you pay attention to the details. Articles from Teaching Young Children (NAYEC’s provider-focused publication) will not be accepted. 

4. Final Reflection Essay – (100 points)
A final reflection, guided by essay questions/scenarios, will be completed during the final module. Questions and detailed information will be presented in our final module. This will serve as your final exam. 

ASSESSMENT
A total of 425 points is possible for this course:
Discussion Boards Modules 1 - 5				100 points
Family Engagement Project Proposal			  25 points
Family Engagement Project Progress Report		  25 points
Family Engagement Project				100 points
Young Children Investigative Report Discussion        	  75 points
Final Reflection						100 points

Grades are assigned using the following scale:
      Percentage   Grade 		Percentage   	Grade
	94 - 100%	A		74- 76		C
	90 - 93		A-		70- 73		C-
	87 - 89		B+		67 - 69		D+
	84 - 86		B		64 - 66		D
	80 - 83		B-		60 – 63		D-
	77 - 79		C+		below 60	F

COURSE ATTENDANCE & MODULE LAUNCH/AVAILABILITY DATES  
This course is designed as an asynchronous online course. This means that you will not be required to log in at any particular time or on any given day each week, but you will be provided materials and resources for each module, with deadlines and guidance posted for all required assignments and discussions. The expectation is that students will log in several times a week to engage with the course materials, classmates, and instructor. If you are not going to be able to log in during a particular time frame, please email your course instructor as soon as you know that. All assignments and discussions are due on the dates listed on the calendar and in Canvas (see SYLLABUS, CALENDAR, TEXTS & IMPORTANT INFORMATION module).

All of the course modules will be made available at least one week ahead of time. You are expected to work on the current module and not work too far ahead. Also, keep in mind that additional guidance and/or information may become available as the semester progresses. There will not be changes in course requirements, but occasionally due dates are extended or adjusted based on outside circumstances (think COVID-19, March 2020). It is vital that you read all emails and announcements to remain well-informed of any of these adjustments. 

DUE DATES AND LATE ASSIGNMENTS
Students are expected to complete and submit assignments by the designated due date and time. Due dates are provided on the Course Calendar and course modules. Assignments must be submitted no later than 11:59PM. (EST) on the designated due date unless specified otherwise through email and/or course announcements. 

Due to the length of time provided to complete each module, LATE submissions will NOT be accepted except in cases of emergency. In the event of an emergency or death in the family, please contact the course instructor as soon as possible to coordinate “instructor approved,” alternative due date(s). It is essential that you pay close attention to all due dates and times. Please remember all due dates are set within CANVAS at BSU time which is Eastern Standard Time (EST). If you live or work outside of the BSU time zone, please allow ample time for the time difference. (Depending on individual circumstances, previously negotiated and preapproved late submissions may result in reduction of letter grade per course instructor’s discrepancy.)

IMPORTANT: The Final Reflection (i.e., final exam) MUST be submitted by 11:59 PM on the designated due date. A Final Reflection submitted after 11:59 PM on the designated due date will be assigned a grade of 0. 

DOCTORAL STUDENTS
Doctoral students must contact the instructor during the first week of the course to provide information about their course of study, areas of interest/specialization, a timeline for completion of comprehensive written exams, doctoral committee chair’s name, etc. Once this information is obtained, your instructor, in consultation with your committee chair, will develop an additional project and/or series of assignments that will help you to fulfill requirements for the doctoral program and enhance your studies. 

USE OF APA
As emerging academic scholars in our field, a portion of your grade for each assignment will be based on mechanics of writing (APA citation, grammar, punctuation, spelling, organization of ideas, etc.) Therefore, points will be deducted for incorrect spelling, punctuation, APA citation. Written work, including in-text citations and reference lists, must follow the editorial guidelines set forth by the American Psychological Association (APA) 7th Edition. 

THE WRITING CENTER AT BALL STATE
One key to improving your writing is getting feedback and revision suggestions on your text during the writing process. The Writing Center at Ball State offers free writing feedback sessions (online or face-to-face) to all students on essays, reports, reflections, research projects, web content, lesson plans, slideshows, poster presentations, resumes, and other digital or print texts. You can make an appointment by going to link to Writing Center, stopping by Robert Bell 295, or by calling 765-285-8370.

TECHNOLOGY SUPPORT 
Students are expected to have access at all times to appropriate technology, hardware, email and software required to complete this course. Free or discounted Word, PPT, and other software are available from BSU via download. Students should contact CANVAS Support and/or the University Computing Services HelpDesk for technology-related questions and problems.  The HelpDesk can be contacted by phone (765-285-1517) or e-mail (helpdesk@bsu.edu).  Students on campus can stop by the HelpDesk in the Bracken Library building (BL), room 101.  Online chat is also available to help resolve technology problems. A link to the technology HelpDesk is included on the BSU site.

Technology File Save & Upload Reminders
As with all technology, unpredictable technical issues occur from time to time. Therefore, it is YOUR responsibility to verify after loading a discussion post or assignment submission that your entry posts and displays/confirms the time recorded. Because sometimes CANVAS times out and this results in lost data, you should always SAVE file copies of your original Discussion posts and assignments prior to posting or upload on your own hard drive or flash drive. Unless prior arrangements have been preapproved by the course instructor a “0” will be recorded for assignments or discussions that are missing or do not appear in the Canvas grading environment by the due date.  

UNIVERSITY STATEMENT
We are committed to ensuring that all members of the community are welcome, through valuing the various experiences and worldviews represented at Ball State and among those we serve. We promote a culture of respect and civil discourse. If you need course adaptations or accommodations because of a disability, please contact the instructor of record as soon as possible. Ball State's Disability Services Office coordinates services for students with disabilities; documentation of a disability needs to be on file in that office before any accommodations can be provided. Disability Services can be contacted at 765-285-5293 or dsd@bsu.edu. 

FREEDOM OF EXPRESSION
In this course, we are committed to fostering a learning environment that values intellectual diversity, encourages free expression, and promotes open inquiry. As members of the Ball State Community, we treat each person in the Ball State community with civility, courtesy, compassion, and dignity and respect and learn from differences in people, ideas, and opinions. Please review Ball State University’s Statement on Freedom of Expression, the resources on Ball State’s Freedom of Expression webpage, and Ball State’s Beneficence Pledge. 

LEARNING CENTER SERVICES
The Learning Center offers free tutoring for many courses on campus, including science and humanities, modern languages, math and business, help with any writing task, and study strategies such as time management, test taking, note taking, and effective textbook reading.  Call 765-285-3780 or Live Chat online - link to the Learning Center. 

ACADEMIC HONESTY/PLAGIARISM 
“Honesty, trust, and personal responsibility are fundamental attributes of the university community. Academic dishonesty by a student will not be tolerated, for it threatens the foundation of an institution dedicated to the pursuit of knowledge.” (BSU Statement on Academic Dishonesty)

We are strongly committed to assigning grades based on students’ honest efforts on exams and other class assignments. All students are expected to maintain the highest standards of academic honesty. There will be no excuses accepted for plagiarism, cheating, or any other act that suggests the student has not fulfilled his/her academic responsibilities in this course. Consequences of academic dishonesty will be determined by the professor after meeting with the student suspected of a violation of this policy; faculty members are authorized to assign penalties up to an “F” in the course.

All assignments completed in this course must be original work and not previously used to fulfill the requirements for any other Ball State course. For example, a brochure, paper, or PPT presentation developed for another course may not be used as part of any assignment or project for this course. Students are not permitted to use artificial intelligence (AI) tools to complete coursework. 

Except in those instances when students are engaged in collaborative efforts, it will be expected that students will complete and submit their own work. Ideas taken verbatim or paraphrased from other sources should be clearly acknowledged through the inclusion of appropriate reference notes. When in doubt regarding the appropriate way to handle a specific situation, students should consult with the course instructor. No excuse will be accepted for plagiarism, cheating, or any other act, which suggests a student has not fulfilled the academic responsibilities in this course. 

COURSE CONTENT OWNERSHIP & COPYRIGHT INFRINGEMENT
As the course instructor, I retain the rights to all course content, including this syllabus. Students may not reproduce, distribute, or publicly post course materials without permission. Students also may not record classes without explicit permission to do so. Selling or distributing course materials may violate the Ball State Code of Conduct and/or the “Information Technology Users' Privileges and Responsibilities Policy.”
  
Any violations will be referred to Dr. Mike Gillilan, Director of Student Rights and Community Standards.

STANDARDS
The following standards from the National Board for Professional Teaching Standards (NBPTS) are relevant to this course:

GEN.EC.VII  Family and Community Partnerships
Accomplished early childhood teachers work with and through families and communities to support children’s learning and development.

GEN.EC.IX  Reflective Practice
Accomplished early childhood teachers regularly analyze, evaluate, and synthesize to strengthen the quality and effectiveness of their work.


